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‘Sell a striker’

LONDON, *Apr 25: Manch-
ester United chairman Martin
Edwards has told manager Alex
Ferguson the record 19-million
pound (30-million-dollar) sign-
ing of Ruud van Nistelrooy has
wiped out his transfer money
and that he will now have to
sell a striker, Press Assoclation
reported on Tuesday, says AFP.

Van Nistelrooy was due to
complete his blockbustin
move to Manchester Unitec
from PSV Eindhoven on Tues-
day, and Edwards has warned
Ferguson he will have to sell be-
fore he can buy anyone else,

Edwards even went as far as
to say that spending so much
money on just one player:
"Doesn't actually make sense.”

First out of the Old Traftord
exit will be a striker, and Ed-
wards claims having five front-
line forwards i{s one too many.

"I don't think that sensibly
you can keep five strikers
happy. so | think there will be
some movement out. But that's
down to the manager,” he said.

"The manager obviously was
keen to buy van Nistelrooy and
he now has to decide which ol
his other strikers he feels he
can get by without.”

Teddy Sheringham is likely
to make Ferguson's decision foi
him and the 34-yvear-old is
widely expected to leave on a
free transier this summer.

United would not recoup a
penny from Sheringham's de-
parture, and Edwards claims
Ferguson has already overspen!
for the year with the signing ol
Holland's van Nistelrooy.

Edwards poured cold water
on talk that United could make
another big-money signing this
summer - possibly Sol Camp-
bell from Tottenham.

He algo pointed out that Fer-
guson had already made a sub-
stantial hole in his transler
fund by spending 10 pounds
million on Mickael Silvestre,
Massimo Taibi and Quinton
Fortune during the season

"Manchester United earns
roughly 30 million pounds a

year profit,” Edwards said on
BBC TV News

“You then have tax. which
makes it about 20 million

pounds a year. Then you have to
pay 5 million pounds for a divi-
dend, so you've got 15 million
pounds to spend.

"That's not just on players -
that's on ground improveéments
and everything else. So clearly
to go and spend all that on one
plaver - more than you actually
earn - doesn’'t actually make
Sense.

Siddiq best

From page 13

Vendors from all over the
counitry with different items
have started gathering at a vast
area in and around the Laldighi
ground. Different items includ-
ing pottery, handicrafts, toys.
home-made traditional food
stuff and hand-loom products
are on sale

Brazil out

From page 13

brought a halt 1o the Davis € uj
tennis clash with Argentina on
April 7

"The world is watching us
said deputy Interior Minister
Jorge Burgos, who promised to
beef up security for the game

Uruguay, coached by Argen-
tinian football legend Daniel
Passarella, play Uruguay away
in Asuncion with the 1978
World Cup winner insisting he
is in the post for the duration
despite recent threats to step
down in frustration at getting
little time to work with his Eu-
ropean-based players

The Uruguayans. twice world
champions. got off to a winning
start against Bolivia, whom
they beat 1-0 last month.

Elsewhere, Colombia will get |

a sharp intake of breath at La
Paz. where they play Bolivia,
who have won the right fromn

FIEA to carrv on plaving their
linme qualifiers at J3,608m
(11,110 feor) altitude at the Sta-

dio Hernan Siles. known allec-
tionately as "El Nido del Con-
dor” (the Condor's Nest).

Bolivia will rely on striker
Erwin 'Platini Sanchez. who
plys his trade in Portugal with
Boavista.

New look

From page 13

been looking forward to. My
aim is to enjoy it, have a good
time. make some new [I’lt‘llfll‘-a
and hopefully help Hampshire
win something along the way
"In 10 vears' time, when I’
retired, 1'll remember the
friends 1've made rather than
anv wickets | might have taken
That's the main reason I play

‘Iil' L:- ‘lll'.

Surrey start favourites to re-
peat their 1999 title trivmph.
not least because Pakistani off-
spinner Saqglain Mushtaq, who
bagged 58 wickets in just seven
matches last season, is avall-
able for an additional five
champlonship outings.

But Lancashire, chasing a
first outright title for 76 years,
could run them close under the
eagle-eye of coach Bobby Simp-
son, the former Ausltralian cap-
tain and manager. New Indian
captain Sourav Ganguly Is a
valuable addition to the ranks.

First Division: Derbyshire,
Durham., Hampshire, Kent,
Lancashire. Lelcestershire,
Somerset, Surrey, Yorkshire.

Second Division: Essex,
Glamorgan, Glourcestershire,
Middlesex. Northamptonshire,
Nottinghamshire,
wWarwickshire, Worcestershire.

Wednesday's opening day

fixtures:

First Division: Derbyshire v
I.Illl'

Leicestershire, Kent v
cashire. Somerset v Surrey.

Second Division: Glamorgan
v Sussex, Nottinghamshire v
Northamptonshire, Worcester-

shire v Glamorgan

Sussex,
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underway after Barcelona refused to play on April 24.

Barca baffle 'em all

HBARCELONA. Apr
25 (Reuters/AP/
Internet): Barce-
lona conceded
their Spanish Cup
semifinal seconc
leg against Atletico Madrid in
bizarre lashion on Monday:.

Barcelona showed up to their
Nou Camp Stadium but refused
to play the semifinal in a move
that could get the team disqual-
ified from the competition.

As crowds on the street out-
side the stadium chanted "cow-
ard,” Barcelona vice-president
Nicolau Casaus defied soccer
authorities and said his players
would not confront Atletico as
scheduled.

"We can't play,” said Casaus
as Atletico players warmed up
on the field minutes before the
game was to start. "In any case,
we're going to explain our deci-
sion in a press release. I'm to-
tally in agreement with our di-
rectors' decision not to play.
We're not breaking relations
with the federation. We're not
breaking with anybody.’

He said Barcelona will con-
tinue preparing for a future
game with Atletico in the Cup
and refused to comment on
threats of expulsion

The Nou Camp, with capac-
ity for 98.600 fans, was empty
at kick off except for a few hun-
dred spectators and the Atletico
players

Three minutes after the
scheduled start, the Barcelona
plavers -- nine outfield and two
goalkeepers -- emerged from the
funnel in their team strip but
<toodd with their hands behind
their backs on the touchline.

LONDON. Apr 25
Reuters Internet)
Arsenal imanager

Arsene Wenger
c¢laims the En-
glish Premier Lea-
pue was tailored to suit Man-
chester United who clinched
their sixth championship in
eight seasons on Saturday

"The League was organised
for United this season,” Wenger
was quoted as saying in
Britain's Sunday newspapers.

"In the last two seasons it
was very close between Arsenal
and Manchester United. This
season has been a much differ-
ent one because firstly we have
not been consistent and sec-
ondly there was the problem ol
the fixtures.

United, who won the treble
of league, FA Cup and Champi-
ons League last year, did not
play in the FA Cup this season
because they took part in the
world club championship in
Brazil.

Wenger believes the compe-
tition in Brazil in January was
effectively a winter break for
United

"They had a winter break
They didn't play in the FA Cup
[t was all wrong from the start,”
Wenger said.

“The break was good for
them because at the same time
we dropped points and so did
the other teams. So when they
camne back they had the psycho-

Barcelona captain Joseph
Guardiola then marched out to
the middle of the pitch and, in
animated fashion, told his
Atletico opposite number Santi
Denia and referee Manuel Diaz
Vega that the rest of his team-
mates would be going no lur-
ther.

After shaking hands with
Denia and Dlaz Vega -- and ac-
companied by a shrug of the
shoulders from Diaz Vega --
Guardiola and the other
Barcelona players returned to
the dressing room.

Regulations dictated that
Atletico had to wait for hall an
hour on the field in case
Barcelona (‘lhlllFt‘(l their mind.

The club could face expulsion
from both this and next
season's cup for the move. It
could also face a fine of two mil-
lion pesetas (12,000 dollars)
and be forced to pay the travel
and lodging costs of Atletico.

The Spanish Football Fed-
eration (RFEF) has not yel
commented on the incident bul
is scheduled to meet Tuesday
evening to discuss the issue.

"Barcelona invited us to a
ceremony of confusion.” said
Atletico president Jesus Gil. "l
don't know what's going on. Ask
them."

The Spanish F‘iiilllh sought a
postponement of the match un-
til May 15 arguing that playing
now meant they would be with-
out top players who have been
called for national team duly in
either European friendlies or
World Cup qualifiers

But the federation, which
had agreed to bring the game

A tailor-made MU

logical advantage. They don't
need that in fairness.”

The Frenchman added:
"What was even more of an ad-
vantage, they could reorganise
their games on the days of the
FA Cup. If I'm to fight Mike
Tyson and you give him soine
advantage, I'd say, 'What's hap-
pening here?”

ARSENE WENGER

"They are Mike Tvson.

S0
yvou don't handicap the other
teams to light against them... Of
course this was a major factor
in the championship.”

With the chaimpionship de-

. e e

'he Nou Camp Stadium is empty as the scheduled Spanish
tween Barcelona and Atletico Madrid could not get

—AFP photo

torward a day, sent a fax Insist-
ing that the game should be
playved Monday:.

Barcelona pointed out that
their 26-man squad would be
whittled down to 11 when
leased international players,
injuries and regulations con-
cerning second-team players
are taken into account.

The Catalan club trailed
Atletico 3-0 from the first leg.

Atletico, threatened with
demotion in the
league and looking for a boost
in the Cup. had ruled out post-
poning the match.

The Dutch national side has
called up six Barcelona players,

iurludln‘g striker Patrick
Kluivert, for its friendly against
Scotland. Brazil, meanwhile,

want Rivaldo for a World Cup
qualifier against Ecuador, and
Portugal are seeking winger
Luis Figo for their fIriendly
against ltaly. Finland also have
asked for midfielder Jari Lit-
manen for a match against
Poland.

Although FIFA regulations
state that players should be
with their national teams 48
hours before international
friendlies, it is not unusual for
agreements to be reached be-
tween clubs and countries.

In the likely event that
Barcelona's appeal to the RFEF
falls on deaf ears, Atletico will
face either Real Madrid or Es-
panyol in the Spanish Cup final
on May 27.

Barcelona hold the record
for having won the Cup 24
times, including consecutive ti-
tles in 1997 and 1998.

League

cided. London’s most successful
club is now involved in a tight
battle for the second Champi-
ons' League place. Second-
placed Liverpool are three
points ahead but has plaved two
more garnes.

Fourth-placed Leeds United
are a point behind the London
club but have played two more
games s

Although United has effec-
tively run away with the title
this scason. Wenger believes
that Arsenal. wli the
league and cnp double in 1998,
are still a major force which is
not ready to play second fiddle
to their rich rivals yet.

“l don't think we are second
best to United at the moment."
he said. "And | don't think we
will always be second best to
them.

“In the last two seasons it
was very- close between them
and us. One year we were on top
and the next yvear they were on
top. T

"At the moment, though, you
have to accept that when we can
spend 10 million pounds (15.81
million dollars) on a goal-
scorer, they can spend 19 mil-
lion pounds (30.03 million dol-
lars).”

United signed PSV Eind-
hoven striker Ruud van Nistel-
rooy on Friday, for a British
record transler fee of 18.5 mil-
lion pounds (29.24 million dol-
lars).

AW

PARIS. Apr 25:
v\rsenal's Thierry
llenry and David
Irezeguet of Mo-
naco could join
lorces in  attack
for the first time since the 1998
World Cup finals in Frances
European championship warm-
up at home to Slovenia on
Wednesday, reports Reuters,

The pair, former teammates
at Monaco, last played for their
country together in the 2-1
semifinal victory over Croatia
at the Stade de France in July
1998,

They have never teamed up
for the full 90 minutes for
France but in their seven inter-
nationals together from May to
July 1998 they have contributed
four goals between them -- three
from Henry.

Henry, formerly a winger
with Monaco, is In devastating
form having scored 25 Frmlf-_. for
Arsenal this season and at least
one per match in his last nine
outings.

Trezeguet Is joint top scorer
in the Frencdh first division
champlonship with 20,

and a halt

lnrkul.

Henry scored the second goal
in France's 2-0 away win over
Scotland last month, his first
match for the French In a year
Trezeguet was nol

Coach Roger Lemerre's chief
concern is whether the pair can
still be effective together when
they now have similar central
striking roles with their re-
spective clubs.

'l fear they might tread on
each others' toes... but it's worth
a try-out.,” Lemerre said.

Raymond Domenech, who
knows the young pair well as
France's under-21 coach, said:
‘Unlike David, who plays in the
box, Titl has this style of roam-
Ing into spaces to play as second
striker in a 4-4-2.

"What you need is wing play-
ers behind them and a particu-
lar organisation in relation (o
(Zinedine) Zidane," he said.

Chief orchestrator Zidane ol
Juventus and Monaco goal-
heeper Fablen B.irthez both re-
turn to the team after missing
the Glasgow match with in-
juries.

A major question Is whether
Lemerre will play Johan Mi-
coud and Zidane alongside each
other when the Girondins Bor-
deaux midfielder has so lar
made his mark as Zidane's re-
placement.

Surprise finalists Slovenia’s

coach Srecko Katanec is un-
happy with the conditions un-
der which his team are prepar-
ing for the tournament starting

‘against

Thierry, David together again

in June in Belgium and the

Netherlands.
Katanec,

warm-ups

whose previous
this vyear were
weak Gulf sides the
United Arab Emirates and
Oman in February, complained
that many of his first choice
players are not playing much
for their clubs.

But his only fitness problem
is with Maribor defender
Marinko Galic who is nursing a
painful Achilles tendon.

"This is a match where we
will see where our starting posi-
tion is. It will be a good test be-
fore Euro 2000," Katanec said.

"We don't care about France's
previous achievements, we will
focus on our game and give our
best. We must attack and not
only defend ourselves.”

PROBABLE TEAMS

FRANCE: Fabien Barthez;
Lillan Thuram, Laurent Blanc,
Marcel Desallly, Bixente
Lizarazu; Didler DE‘HE‘IHHIIJJH.
Emmanuel Petit, Zinedine Zi-
dane. Christophe Dugarry;
David Trezeguet, Thierry Henry

SLOVENIA: Mladen Da-
banovic; Aleksander Knavs,
Darko Milanie, Marinko Galic:
Amir Karle, Dzoni Novak, Ales
Ceh, Zlatko Zahovic, Miran
Pavlin; Mladen Rudonja, Saso
Udovic.

domestic |
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Romario's
reminder

RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 25:
Romario wants a spot on
Brazil's Olympic team, and
coach Wanderley Luxemburgo
{usl got three more reasons wa
1e deserves i, reports AP.

The veteran striker scored a
hattrick on Sunday to lead
Vasco da Gama to a 5-1 rout of
arch rivals Flamengo and the
championship of the Guan-
abara Cup. The tournament
counts as the first half of the
Rio de Janelro state champi-
onship, and with the victory
Vasco already is in the final.

Before 55,000 fans at Rio's
Maracana Stadium, Romario
took the voung Flamengo de-
lence to school. He slipped in
for a no-angle rebound. cut
right and fired left on a break-
away and comverted a penalty
shot after getting hauled down
in the area,

Sportswiiters on Monday
utanimously picked Romario
as the standout of the game, giv-
ing his play the maximum 10
rating,

At 34 Romario is playing
some of the best ball in his ca-
recr It's a remarkable
achievement for a player many
Brazilians thought was finished
after he was cut from Brazil's
1998 World Cup team with a leg
injury on the eve of the
tournament,

But Romario returned to lead
Flamengo to the Rio state title
in 1999, before a falling-oul
with club directors ledl to his
transfer to Vasco.

On a team that featured such
high-powered scorers — and
egos — as Edmundo and Viola,
Romario overshadowed them
all. He was the captain and un-
questioned leader, and his 15
goals in 11 games were tops in
the league as Vasco ran up a
record of 10 wins and one tie.

Romario has made no secret
that he wants one of the three
berths on the Olympic team re-
served for players over 23. An
Olympic gold medal is the only
title he has never won.

Although Luxemburgo has
favoured Elber of Germany's
Bavern Munich and Jardel of
Portugal's Porto in recent
games, there is a growing lobby
to bring back Romario. And he
plans to be around for a while

"From what | can see, | can
still play for two more vears.
he said after the game.

Raul knows
the future?

MADRID, Apr 25: Real
Madrid's Spanish interna-
tional striker Raul Gonzalez
told Spanish reporters on Mon-
day that he had almost given up
hope of his club winning the
Spanish championship this
season, reports Reuters.

"As from today our objective
is no longer winning the league.
However, we need to ensure that
we get enough points to get into
the Champions' League,” Raul
said.

A 4-2 home defeat by Racing
Santander on Saturday has lell
Real Madrid back in fourth
place in the Primera Liga with
56 points after 34 games, eight
points behind leaders Deportivo
Coruna with four games left (o
play.

Real Madrid are in the Span-
ish Cup and Champions League
semifinals. They face Espanyol
away in the second leg of their
Spanish Cup semifinal on
Wednesday after a 0-0 draw in
the Santiago Bernabeu stadium
two weeks ago and play Bayern
Munich in the Champions
LLeague semifinals on May 3 and
9

"It is practically impossible
now (to win the Spanish league).
As for who will win the title -- it
could be Deportivo, Barcelona
or Zaragoza," Raul said.

Czechs keep on
experimenting

PRAGUE, Apr 25: Czech Re-
public coach Jozef Chovanec
will continue testing second-
choice players in Wednesday's
friendly against Israel to help
decide on the remaining places
in his squad for Euro 2000, re-
ports Reuters.

The match at Prague Letna
stadium will be the last home
appearance for the Czechis, who
were runners-up in Euro 1996,
before the championship.

Chovanec has called up 22
and while he gave no names for
the starting line-up, he said on
Tuesday: "Those who have not
had many opportunities so far
should appear in the starting
line-up this time. I want every-
one to get a fair chance to show
what they've got."

The Czechs suffered a blow
last week when first choice de-
fender, Jan Suchoparek froin
Tennis Borussia Berlin, seri-
ously
highly doubtful for Euro 2000.

Chovanec then called up ex-
perienced Sparta Prague
sweeper Jiri Novotny. The
coach said the other possible
for the job could be Petra
Drnovice's Miroslav Kadlec, the
team's defensive pillar in Euro
1996, who could make an inter-
national comeback,

Israel coach Richard Moeller
Nielsen, meanwhile, has re-
placed injured striker Kfir Udi
with Maccabi Halfa's Yanlv
Katan.

That is the only significant
change to the side which ham-
mered Russia 4-1 in February,
but only drew 1-1 with Georgia
in March.

PROBABLE TEAMS

CZECH REPUBLIC: Pavel
Srnicek; Petr Gabriel, Karel
Rada, Tomas Repka; Miroslav
Baranek, Pavel Horvath, Pavel
Nedved. Jiri Nemece, Ivo Ulich;
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Nominees for soccer's Oscar Monaco miudhelder Sabri Lamouchi (C), his elub mate Italian
Marco Simone (L) and French television channel Canal Plus' director Michel Demizot
during the function on April 24.

(allardo toast of France

MARNE-LA-VAL-
LEE, France. Apr
25: Monaco's Ar-
ventinian  play-
maker Marcelo
Gallardo Monday
was voled France's player of the
year. reports AFP.

The midfielder expressed his
thanks for the award via a TV
link from Maracaibo in
Venezuela where he is with the
Argentinian team that will play
Venezuela in a World Cup quali-
fier on Wednesday

And he also used the occa-
sion to assure Monaco fans he
would not leave the club even
though his outstanding form is
believed to have alerted other
European clubs. ‘

“Yes, yes, 1 will stay at
Monaco," said Gallardo from
Venezuela. "1 have been very
well treated. | am in a team that

has 511.1-!1 me the best and al-
lowed me to express myself as |
wish to.”

A "trophy of the century”
award was also presented to the
French World Cup winnin
squad, many of whom ha
travelled from abroad to attend
the ceremony.

That team's coach Alme
Jacquet accepted the award
with his former players, all
wearing France tracksuits,
standing behind him. They had
been flown in by helicopter

from Clairefontaine, where
they are preparing for a
friendly with Slovenia on
Wednesday.

The only sour note came
from Chelsea defender Marcel
Desallly, who used the occasion
(o lambast what he considered a
fixture overload in England.

“It is inadmissible.” raged
Desailly. "It's not possible, it's
inconvenient,” said the Ghana-
ijan-born former Nantes, Mar-
seille and AC Milan defender,
who is believed to be one of the
highest paid players in the En-
glish Premiership.

Gallardo was voted as the top
player by his peers in the
French first and second divi-
sion who co-organised the cer-

—AFP photo

emony with the National Foot-
ball League (LNF) and Canal
Plus TV channel.

Gallardo. 24, was a Key
player in Monaco's title-win-
ning season and his club’s dom-
inance was emphasised by the
fact that two of the other three
players shortlisted for the
award were also Monaco play-
ers.

They were
Marco Shmone
French International Sabri
Lamouchi. The only non-
Monaco player nominated was
Lyon's Brazilian striker Sonny
Anderson.

Nimes striker Mickael Pagis
won the award for best division
two player while another
Monaco player Philippe Chris-
tanval was named young player
of the year.

Christanval succeeds some
illustrious winners of that
award including Zidane (1994)
and another French World Cup
winner Robert Pires.

DIVISION ONE

DREAM TEAM
Fabien Baithez (Monaco) -
Jerome Bonnissel (Bordeaux),
Eric Rabesandratana (Paris St
Germain), Rafael Marquez
(Monaco/Mex), Patrice
Carteron (Lyon) - Michel Pavon
(Bordeaux)., Sabri Lamouchi
(Monaco), Marcelo Gallardo
(Monaco/Arg)., Ludovic Giuly
(Monaco) - Sonny Anderson

(Lyon/Bra). Marco Simone
(Monaco/Ita)

Italian striker
and former

MANCHESTER,

(iianluca Vialli
on Monday threa-
tened an  off-sea-
~son clear out after admitting
his tcam has
winning a place in next season's
Champions League, reports
Reuters.

The Italian even questioned

whether he will remain in place

following a season that has
fallen apart in the last seven
days and blamed himself for
Chelsea’s shortcomings.

His expensively assembled
team, which includes French
World Cup winners Marcel De-
sailly, Didier Deschamps and
Franck Leboeuf, was seven
minutes from knocking
Barcelona out of Champions
League at the semifinal stage be-
fore a dramatic Catalan come-
back on Tuesday,

And a Premier League draw
with Middlesbrough followed
by Monday's 3-2 defeat at
Manchester United has seen
Chelsea’s bid to finish in the top
three all but disappear.

It is four points behind
third-place Arsenal. having
plaved two games more and is
also struggling even for a I'EFA
Cup place

Victory in next month’'s FA
Cup tinal against Aston Villa
looks their only way .

"Being realistic. our chances
of qnﬁli&'ing for the Champi-
ons lLeague are none,” said
Vialli

England, Apr 25:
(‘helsea manager

no chance of

l BN i

"We can get 12 points. We've
got matches against Liverpool
and Arsenal, and anything can
happen in football, so we won't
throw in the towel.

"But in the next few games |
have to find out who wants to
stay at the club, who wants to
give his best for the club and
make it a success -- who wants

to die on the pitch and who
doesn't.

5
e,

GIANLUCA VIALL

~ "That's what makes the next
few games important. We have
the FEA Cup final to play, so it's
up to them to show they deserve
to play in it.

“It's also important for the
future success. We want to build
something important and we
have to realise who has the

Vialli ponders his future

ability and desire to be part of
it. I'm not threatening anyone,
but we have done marvellously
well in Europe but not done well
in the league.”

Vialli, who has been man-
ager at Stamford Bridge for just
over two years, admits he may
lose his job as Chelsea drives to
fulfil chairman Ken Bates’
dream of making the London
side one of the top teams in the
world.

"We want to be fighting
Manchester United for the title
in the last game of the season
and playing in European Cup
finals. We need to improve
things.

"They might want to improve
the manager., but until then |
will stay and improve this side
and try to get near Manchester
United. But I'm not worried
aboul my position.

‘1 know I was given the op-
portunity to be manager. |
mighit one day get fired. It's part
of miv job. I will get on with it,
do iy best and hope it's good
cnough.

"Otherwise they will find
someone else if my best isn't
good enough. It won't be my de-
cision.”

Asked il he should criticise
his under-performing plavers
rather than accepting the blame
for Chelsea’s deficiencies him-
self, Vialli said: "I don't blame
myself too much. | signed the
players, well most of them, |
train them aud | pick the team
so I'm responsible. I'm the guy
in charge.

injured his knee. He is |

Jan Koller, Pavel Kuka

ISRAEL: Rafi Cohen; Ado-
ranr Keisl, Amir Shelah, Arik
Benado, Ofer Talkar; Walld
Badir, Avl Tikva, Idan Tal. Eval
Berkovie; Haim Revivo, Yaniv
. Katan.

MILAN, Apr 25:
Italy is sufferin
fromm a bout o
transfer fever this
week, amid ru-
mours that top st-
riker Filippo Inzaghi could
walk out on Juventus and that
Fiorentina 'keeper Francesco

Toldo is heading [flor
Manchester United, reports
AFP.

With only three weeks to the
end of the current Serie A sea-
son, top clubs are already plan-

ning their squads for 2000-
2001.
Inzaghi, currently earning

six billion lira (three million
dollars) a year, has caused a stir
by reportedly asking for the
same wages as club hero
Alessandro Del Piero - 10 bil-
lion lira (five million dollars) a
year.

"Superl’ipyu" has averaged
25 goals in &ach of his three
seasons with the club, and has
eclipsed Del Piero since last Au-

1st. AC Milan, Inter, Lazio and

S Roma are all reportedly in-
terested in a goal poacher rated
at 40 million dollars.

Asked if he could guarantee
to stay with Juventus next sea-
son, Inzaghi told reporters: "No.
As usual, at the end of the sca-

b son, | will meet with the club

First Division
acting
Riedle was due to s
night in hospital after being in-
jured in the 1-1 home draw with
Nottingham
AFP.

nlann%enwm and we will talk
everything through.

“I've got a contract with Ju-
ventus for many vears yet,” he
said of the deal which takes
him through to 2004. "And |
hope to stay, partly because |
feel valued by the coach and the
club.

"But in football, anything
can happen.”

Club director general Lu-
ciano Moggi said: "Inzaghl Is
not for sale... and players are
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only entitled to complain when
they don't get their wages. And

at Juve, they always get them on
the 27th of every month.”

There is speculation too at
Fiorentina, where Toldo, skip-
per Gabriel Batistuta and Por-
tuguese playmaker Manuel Rui
Costa have all been linked with
other teams.

Deseribing Manchester
I'nited as "a prestigious club”,
Toldo was confronted with
speculation about a player/cash
swap with someone from Old
Trafford.

"You know everything,” he
said. "But don't ask me the
name of any players.

“Those are assessments that
have to be made by (club presi-
dent Vittorio) Cecchi Gori and
his stafl.”

Toldo said he had already
been contacted by both the capi-
tal clubs, AS Roma and Lazio,
for next season,

Batistuta has been linked
with Inter. whose theoretical
strike partnership of Ronaldo
and Christian Vierli has been

temporary basis followin
dismissal of Paul Bracewell and
alhiead of the arrival of French-
man Jean Tigana next season,
was stretchered off in the 33rd
minute following a fall alter a
tackle from Dave Prutton.

little seen in practice, due to
injury.

AC Milan want a quality
nudfielder like Rui Costa. but
the Portuguese ace is also being
pursued by ever-ambitious
Parma.




