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Remarks on judges |

Police refuse to
register FIR
against four

ministers

By Staff Correspondent

Motijheel police yesterday
refused to register an FIR
against four ministers for de-
livering speeches against the
judiciary and judges of the High
Court.

A group of lawyers led by Go-
lam Kibria, advocate of the
Supreme Court, brought charges

nst the ministers under the
recently enacted Public Safety
Act.

The lawyers alleged that the
ministers held rallies and
brought out processions in dif-
ferent areas under the police
station on April 13, 17 and 19
and made comments on HC
judges which were published in
different dailies on April 14
and 20.

When contacted, OC, Moti-
jheel thana said, a group of
lawyers came to file a case
against some ministers. The
complaint has been received
and is being investigated, he
added.

He said police will decide
whether the complaint should
be accepted as an FIR or as a
general diary after investiga-
tion and consultation with
higher officials.

The ministers are Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, Minister
for Forest and Environment,
Abdus Samad Azad, Minister
for Foreign Affairs. Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, State Minister
for Planning and Mohammad

Nasim. Minister for Home Af-
fairs.
The lawyers also accused

Mukul Bose, Relief and Social
Welfare Secretary of the ruling
party

13th amendment

HC serves notices
on AL, BNP secys

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
served notices on Secretary
General of Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) and General
Secretary of the ruling Awami
League in connection with a
writ filed earlier challenging
the 13th amendment to the
Constitution.

The sixth Jatiya Sangsad
brought the 13th amendment to
the Constitution providing for a
caretaker government for hold-
ing parliamentary elections.

M Salimullah, a Supreme
Court lawyer, filed the writ on

January 25.
Following the writ, the High
Court served notices on the sec-

retaries of Law Ministry, Jativa
Sangsad and Election Commis-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Death ref 12th,

. at the bottom

of cause list

By Staff Correspondent :

The death reference In
Bangabandhu murder case was
enlisted vesterday for hearing
by the newly constituted Crim-
inal Division Bench of High
Court comprising Justice Ruhul
Amin and Justice ABM Khairul
Hugq.

Twelve death reference cases
were enlisted in the cause list of
the Bench yesterday, of which
the Bangabandhu murder case
{s the last item.

The new Bench is supposed
to hear criminal reference cases
of 1997 from 12/97 to 26/97 and
of 1998 from 3/98 to 30/98 as
per serial.

By count, the cases before the
Bench are 43.

But yesterday's cause list
showed seven death reference
cases of 1997 and five of 1998,

totaling 12. The Bangabandhu
murder case Is the last item
having the number 30/98,

Chief Justice Latifur Rah-
man constituted the new Divi-
sion Bench on Monday for
hearing the death reference in
Bangabandhu murder case after
two Benches felt emmbarrassed
earller.

The new Bench is the third
constituted by the CJ since
March 30 to hear the death ref-
erence,

On April 24, the Bench com-
prising Justice MM Ruhul Amin
and Justice Abdul Matin felt
embarrassed to hear the death
relerence. Prior to this, the
Bench comprising Justice
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury and
Justice Abdul Aziz also felt em-
barrassment on April 10,
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Mob beat suspended policemen Tota Mian at Purana

Paltan yesterday.

—Star photo

From Abdul Wadood

RAJSHAHI. Apr 25: The
chiefs of the four opposition
parties in the BNP-led alllance
urged the countrymen today to
Join the movement to topple the
antl-people and terrorist’ gov-
ernment immediately.

After politicising and de-
stroying all institutions the
ruling party has turned its at-
tention on the higher courts,
they said.

There is no alternative to
ousting this party from power if
there is to be democracy, an in-
dependent judiciary, rule of law
and development, they said
while addressing a huge public
meeting at the historic Madras-
sah Maildan.

Tens of thousands of people
and supporters of the four par-
ties gathered for the meeting

Organised by the All Party
Action Committee, Rajshahi

See page 11 col 7
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Hasten fall of govt: Khaleda

Joint rally in Dhaka on Apr 30 to announce fresh programmes

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia addressing a public meeting
Rajshahi city yesterday.

2 cops beaten up for
alleged extortion

By Staff Correspondent

A sub-inspector of City Spe-
cial Branch and a suspended po-
liceman were beaten by a mob
in the city yesterday after they
were caught for allegedly taking
away 2400 US dollars from a
young man on Thursday, police
said.

The two -- SI'MA Fattah of
City SB and Tota Mian, a sus-
pended Naik -- were rescued by
Motijheel police. A revolver
and hand cuff were also recov-
ered from their possession
They allegedly took away 2400
dollars from Tobarak Hossain
Khasru.

Fattah and Tota came to the
foreign exchange branch of
Janata Bank at Purana Paltan
yesterday and asked some bro-
kers {I they counld~ convert

10,000 dollars into Taka.

The brokers became suspi-
cious, and after settling the
price, asked them to hand over
the dollars near the Dainik
Bangla Crossing. One of the
brokers called Khasru on mo-
bile phone

Khasru came and identified
that the two policemen took
away 2400 dollars from him on
Thursday. People nearby gath-
ered there, beat and dragged the
law enforces to a nearby shop.
Police came and rescued them.

Khosru claimed that on
Thursday, the two policemen in
a motorcycle challenged him
near the petrol pump at Danik
Bangla crossing for carrving
2400 dollars. The policemen

See Papge 12 Col 4

Police arrested M A Fattah, a sub-inspector of Special
Branch, yesterday for taking away US$2,400 from a young

man.

—Star photo
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for speedy trial of the

said yesterday

Ershad Shikdar., the

said
the Law

sent to

such special courts, they said
The ministry, unde;

‘Chakrabarty B

150 students begin
'fast-unto-death’

From Our Correspondent

150 students began a fast-unto-
death this morning

{‘U“Pgt'
About 900 seats are lying va-
cant in 19 departments of the

sources said
The admission process was

student organisations de-
manded at least 10 per cent
quota for them

The date for admission ex-
pired on February 27. A total of

~ee Page 12 Col 8

A special court may be set up
1 ‘|41II
Killing Case, official sources

Special courts may also be
set up for trial of other heinous
critnes like those committed by
sources

A government directive was
Ministry on
Monday to study the pros and
cons as regards setting up ol
the

guldanr_ e of Law Secretary NK
examining

at Rajshahi College
RAJSHAHI, Apr 25: About

seeking
admission to first year Honours
class In Rajshahli Government

('{lllt‘gr- for this session UIH*'{J?'

postponed halfway when some

at Madrashah Maidan

acted for this purpose, the
sources said

Four national leaders
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin

Ahmed, AHM Quamaruzzaman
and Mansur Ali were Killed in-
Jail on

side the Dhaka Central
November 3. 1975

The then DIG Prisons Abdul
Awal liled the Jail Killing Case

o011 November 4, 1975. under
Section 302/34 of the Penal
Code. The CID took up the case

on September 10, 1994

WO Vyears nrvestigation

23 ;H'U]}}*'
The case

Metropolitan Court

IS |

| Sessions

Dhaka as charges are vet to be
iramed
Seven of the accused, now in

Dhaka Central Jail

day
was fixed on May 3
[he CID submitte
sheet In the cast
people. Among themn
also charged in the
bandhu Murder Case

]

Of those charge-sheeted in
seven are

the Jail Killing Case

in Dhaka Central Jail. two are
dead and the rest 14 - all forimmer
military personnel are ab-
sconding

The two dead are foriner
president RKhandaker Mush
taque Ahmed and fori SECT¢

S>ee page 11 col 4
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Spl court likely for
speedy trial of
Jail Killing Case

By Mizan Al

whethoer the special courts can
be set up under the existing laws
r'l el h"j'* i iql]. ]lll'n\. "\[14'||I:1 tJP' l"ll-

and after
sub-
mitted a charge sheet accusing

pending with the
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duced before the court vester-
The next date for hearing

accusing 23
19 were
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BIRDEM cardiac centre: Tender
irregularities detected

The parliamentary standin
committee on the Ministry o
Social Welfare has detected ir-
regularities in tender for a car-
diac centre at the BIRDEM hos-
pital.

The prime minister allo-
caled Tk 25 crore for a cardiac
centre at BIRDEM Hospital. The
executive committee for the Na-
tional Economic Council ap-
Erm'r:d the money for the Dia-

etic Association ol
Bangladesh, the co-executing
authority of the project for the
centre,

The association formed a
technical evaluation committee
1o assess the tender offers to set
up the cardiac centre,

Sources sald seven offers
were received, The evaluation
committee recommended at a
meeting on March 16, 1999 that
Siemens, a German medical

By Naimul Haq

equipment manufacturer,
should be awarded the contract,
since they submitted the lowest
bid.

However, on April 24, 1999
the association's national
committee decided to cancel the
tender and re-tender because
they were short of funds.

Siemens lodged a complaint
with the Ministry of Social Wel-
fare. The ministry formed a
committee to investigate but its
indings were never revealed
due to “pressure from higher au-
thorities,”

“The ministry suspended its
query half way as the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on ministry of social welfare
also Initiated Investigation.”
sald Mainul Hassan, the private
secretary to the state minister
lor soclal welfare. “The parlia-
mentary standing committee

had nothing to do with a non-
governiment body like BIRDEM.

“5S0, naturally the ministry
did not implement what par-
liamentary standing committee
had recommended.”

However, clause 248 of the
Rules of Procedure of the
Bangladesh Parliament states
that the standing committee
has every right to Investigate
into ministry affairs

When the government did
ot respond, Slemens sent a Jet-
ter to the prime minister ex-
plaining the "unfair decisions.”
The petition cell ol the Prone
Minister's Oflice sent o direc-
tive to the Social Wellare Min-
Istry to Investigate. Allegedly
the ministry never responded

Meanwhile, the parliamen-
tary standing committee’s sub-
committee initiated its own in-

See Page 12 Col 5

One of 132
students file
writ with HC

Marufa Akhter. one of 132
students of Motijheel Model
School and College, yesterday
filed a writ petition before the
High Court challenging action
of the government debarring
them from appearing at the
HSC examinations beginning
tomorrow, reports UNB

Chairmen of Dhaka Board
and Text Book Board, Secretary
of Education Ministry and
Principal of the college were
made respondents. The division
bench comprising Justice
Mainur Reza Chowdhury and
Justice Mohammad Mozaminel
Hossain heard the petition.

Appearing for the petitioner
Advocate Khandokar Mah-
bubuddin submitted that the
students were in no way at fault
It Is a question of fate and ca-
reer of the young girl students,
Debarring them from appearing
at the examination may jeop-
ardize their life, contended the

See Page 12 Col 4

JRC survey along Sylhet border

SYLHET. Apr 25: Work on
the Indo-Bangla Joint River
Commission Survey along the
Svlhet border has been sus-
pended for seven months due to
a shortage of money

However, a meeting of the
Sylhet-Assam regional chapte:
of the commission will be held
tomorrow at the Jakigan| bos
der post, said an official. It will
be the sixth meeting in a vear

An 1l-member team headed
by the chiel engineer Abu Taher
Chowdhury of the WDB will
take part
The additional chief engi-
neer., Cachhar and Hill Flood
Control Department, Silchar,
Assam, DR Talukder will lead
the Indian delegation. The ob-
jective of the meeting is to i
nalise the work plan for the

Talks to resume today
after long 7 months

From Igbal Siddiquee

— et

Two DU students
expelled for
possessing

illegal arms
By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authori-
ties yesterday temporarily ex-
pelled two students from the
university 'for possessing ille-
gal firearms.' sald a DU press
release.

The expelled students are
Mohammad Mmljjurul Ahmed,
a first year student of Public
Administration Department
and Mohammad Mujibullah
Farhad, a first year student of
the Department of Arabic. Both
were residing at the Zahurul
Huq Hall.

The authorities also de-
clared them personanon-grata
on the campus until disposal of
an arms case filed against
them, the press release added.

Police arrested the two with
firearms from near Plassey-
Nilkhet link road while they
were allegedly trying to snatch
a rickshaw passenger on Sun-
dayv night. Police filed an arms

See Page 12 Col 4

SUST students
to begin 'fast
unto death'

111
city today
By DU Correspondent

Students of the Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology (SUST) will begin
fast-unto-death at the Central
Shaheed Minar today to press
home their demand including
immediate reopening of the
university

The students under the ban-
ner of 'General Students of
SUST' staged a sit-in at the
Shaheed Minar from 10:00 am
to 4:00 pm yesterday in support
of their demands

The other demands are
ritv of the students. teachers
and officials of SUST and im-
mediate solution to the prob-
]"l]]‘-n I':':I"':*'f.! over :;H[HI.ilﬂ 8)
residential halls and buildings
of the university

The students submitted a
memorandum to the Chancel-
or ol the | [LIversity FPFresident
Shahabuddin Ahmed recently
to press home their demands

S Fr 1]...

j In the memorandum they

| threatened to go for fast-unt

| death from April 26 if the de-
mands were not met by April

t

£

Shahjalal Varsity
Peace procession
at Sylhet Apr 29

By Staff Correspondent
Sylhet Bibhagh Unnayan
Parishad (SBUP) will bring out
a peace procession in Sylhet
town on April 29 demanding

reopening of the Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology (SUST) and overall

development of the division
Leaders of SBUP. council for
the development of Sylhet Divi-

sion., announced the pro-
gramme yesterday at a press

conference in Dhaka

Oesur Rahman Chowdhun
secretary of SBUP., said the cri-
sis at SUST should be resolved
immediately for the '
ibout 3500 students who have
been facing uncertainty for the
last six months

He urged the authorities con-
cermed to ensure security of stu-
dents, teachers and employees
ol the university

Rahman also pointed out a

sake of

joint survey and dredging of the

Barak river in Assam and the
Surma and kushivara rivers in
ovihel

Water Board oflicials said

the paper work for the rec lama-
tion of the Surma river and ef-
fective measures to protect the
Barak Valley across the Indian
border from floods was com-
pleted about seven months ago
However, no significant devel-
opment have been made due (o a
shortage of money

Water Development Board
asked for Tk 60 lakh for the
project, but got only TK 1 lakh
which was spent on the paper
woulk. The commission's re-
gional oftficials haven't done
any paper work since August
| 949, said the source

See Page 12 Col 3

ALES creating a 'smoke screen’' to obscure

The chalrman of the Power
Development Board accused
AES yesterday of creating a
“smoke screen” on the {ssue of
the Meghnaghat Power Plant
site,

Quamrul Islam Siddigue
sald the board plans to seek
compensation from the U.S.
power company, since it did not
take control of the site or begin
construction on time., The
board Is also ready for AES’ le-
gal challenges.

"AES has created a smoke
screen that Is obscuring the
site’'s actual facts and figures,”
sald Siddique. “We are satlsfled
with the quality of the Chinese
developer's work.”

The battle between the board

and AES took a serlous turn
early last week after the irojec-
t's consultant (ssued a take over
certificate to the Chinese devel-
oper, and the board issued a fi-
nal take over notice to AES.

The board said the land lease
agreement would be cancelled
and AES would have to pay
compensation if it did not take
over the site by April 24.

AES sald the board couldn't
cancel the land lease under
thelr agreement. It also de-
manded compensation from the
board for the damage they
caused to the project.

“The prnb't"ln actually lies
with AES itself,” said Siddique.
‘It has been unable to arrange
financing for the profect and (s

By Sharier Khan

delaying the take over,

“It 1s also using the delay as a
pretext to collect S30,000 US
tadly In damages from the
board.”

Slddique said CWHEC, the
Chinese developer, would also
have to pay for its delays, It has
been served with a notice to pay
50 days worth of damages for
construction delays.

CWHEC was scheduled to de-
liver the site last July, but the
land wasn't ready until Jan-
uary, a six month delay
CWHEC has issued a connter
clalm against the board for
losses caused by the devalua-
tion of the taka and other rea-
sS0Nns

]
]
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"CWHEC's claims are (n-
valid,” sald Siddique “This
project Is financed entirely in
taka and therefore we shall not
pay for any such claims by
CWHEC." ‘

Regarding allegations ol
manipulation by Mott McDon-
ald, the local agent for CWHEC
and the project’s consultant,
Siddique sald that Syed Abul
Hossain of SAHCO was the local
agent of CWHEC and that he was

‘not directly involved”™ with
Maott McDonald.
An adviser never works

through a local agent.” sald
Siddique “"We believe Maon
McDonald has been playing u
falr role as the consultant.”

Siddique dismissed allega-
tions that the board was taking

the side of CWHEC and MceDaong
ald :tF.nnnt AES

ALS relused to take over the
land because (t said the site was
so poorly prepared that it might
not be stable after construction
It also said the site was not ele-
vated enough and that the In-
stallation ol heavy machinery
would Increase the risk of damn-
age during an earthquake.

The board sent another letter
to the AES on Sunday that
stated “the defects alleged by
vou are incorrect, Imaginary
and do not come within the
purview of LLA

“The possession date passed

facts: PDB

on January 3. Therclore, as per
Section 2(a) of Schedule 11 of the
LLA, vou are liable to pay TK 53
million 33,334 for Initial De-
velopment Payment within
seven days after the possession
date.”

The letter stated that AES
was also lable for Tk 3.5 mil-
lion in rent and interest for the
first part of the site

"BPDB, being a government
body, cannot afford unlimited
delays in the implementation
of a project as a consequence of
vour misdemeanour. You are
arbitrarily tmposing strain
upon BPDB, which is detrimen-
tal and prejudicial to our na-
tional interest,” stated the let-
ter

number of demands for the
overall development of Sylhet
division

Vice president of SBUP, Nas-
rine R Karim said they want in-
tegrated development of Sylhet
division. "Peace is the prime
condition for any development
That is why., we urge all quar-
ters, including students, teach-
ers and political leaders to
work together for restoring
peace,” she added

Lt Col (retd) Azizur

>ee Page 12 Col 8

Monilal Tripathi
next lndim__l
envoy

By Diplomatic

Correspondent
Monilal Tripathi, a career
diplomat and Indian envoy to
Mauritius will succeed Deb
Mukherjee as envoy to
Bangladesh shortly, it was con-
firmed yesterday.
Mukherjee, who served as an
envoy here for over lour years,
will take up his new assignment
as his country’'s envoy to Nepal.
A veteran Bangladesh
watcher, Deb Mukherjee served
as his country's envoy for a long
time and was posted here during
four Indian administrations,
viz Congress, United Front and
the BJP twice,
Mukherjee, one of the senior
most diplomats of his country,
was earlier tipped to be the for-
eign secretary. But he would
now move to the Himalavan
Kingdom which, analysts say,
is currently m&‘uﬁiymg a promi-
nent position in Indian foreign

Rashid

policy focus,




