S , “-‘.:_1

A" B i

Luxemburgo at |

full strength

SAO PAULO, Apr 24: Braazil
coach Wanderley Luxemburgo
o1 Sunday enjoyed a full house
of players for their 2002 World
Cup qualifier against Ecuador
in Sao Paulo although many
clubs had protested at releasing
plavers, reports AFP.

Flamengo, for example, who

lay Vasco Da Gama Basoue on

unday in a match which cou Id
decide the Rio de Janeiro cham-
pionship, had threatened not to
release defender Athirson, cre-
ating friction between the club
and Brazilian football federa-

tion (CBF).
Athirson arrived however at

the team hotel and said how de-
lighted he was 1o be in the
Brazilian squad for Wednes-
day’'s match. "l really wanted to
lay for Flamengo this Sunday
ut I was lucky because the club
understood my situation and
authorized my release.”

The only tense moment
came when Ronaldinho Gaucho
of the Union c¢lub arrived an
hour after the 1100 (1400 GMT)
deadline for the players to mect
at the team hotel.

An agitated Ronaldinho said
his plane had made an un-
schednled stop and was there-
fore dvlaved. "Right now | am
looking torward to playving for
the Bracilian team but 1 will he
thinking of oy clab on Sun-
dav., Ronaldinho saidd.

Luxenibourg arrived shortly
before the 1100 (1400GMT)
deadline aud made no com-
ments to the press before going
to his hotel room. On Sunday
afternoon, Luxemburgo has o
training session scheduled at
Pacaembu.

Meanwhile, Ecuador coach
Hernan Dario Gomez said he
had had a dream of beating
Brazil 1-0, Quito newspaper Hoy
said.

Colombian Gomez, who was
due to travel to Sao Paulo on
Sunday, added his squad was in
good spirits.

"We all know Brazil Is a
wonderful side but we are going
there with great belief in our-
selves. The other day | dreamed
that we won 1-0 through a goal
by Ulises (de la Cruz),” Gomez

said. eIS
riding
high

GLASGOW, Apr 24: Rangers
celebrated winning the title in
style on Sunday by beating St
Johnstone 2-0 at McDiarmid
Park, reports AFP. )

Scotland striker Billy
Dodds, in action against Hol-
land for his country this
Wednesday, led the way with
goals after 43 and 60 minutes to
seal the victory.

Rangers have been unbeaten
on their travels i the league
this season, their only defeat at
home to Dundee. .uidl «~ soomn as
the deadlock w.as broken
Saints’ challenge lolded,

Celtic's 1-1 draw with Hiber-
nian at Parkhead on Saturday
confirmed Rangers as Champi-
ons without kicking a ball --
lta(ilu% to an inevitable sense ol
anti-climax.

Yet there was no disguising
the joy at the end as Rangers
skipper Lorenzo Amoruso led
the players onto the field for .
champagne-fuelled lap of hon-

our for the 7.000-plus visiting |

supporters.

It is a second successive title
success for Rangers manager
Dick Advocaat. who has trans-
forned the Ibrox club since his
arrival from PSV Eindhoven
lifting them an emphatic 20
points clear of Celtic.

Advocaat would not single
out any particular player for
credit., hailing the team effort
throughout the season.

The Dutchman said: "Every-
body is a very good plaver. 1 do
not like to talk about stars.

He added: "It's always great
when you §et the championship.
We worked very hard to get it
but it was well deserved as well.

"It was a long season. We hadl
a very good period but if yon
only lose one game in a season
you have to say you did an ex-
cellent job.

'St Johnstone looked very
sharp but in the second half we
played some excellent football
and it was just a case of how
many goals we would score.

‘If you do not have the right
commitment then you can gelt
some problems. St Johnstone
were quite physical -- but I did
not think we gave them a
chance.”

Garbin grabs
Budapest Open

BUDAPEST. April 24: Un-
seeded Tatiana Garbin of Italy
defeatecd Kristie Boogert of the
Netherlands to secure her first
career title in the 100,000 dol-
lars Budapest Ladies Open clay
court tournament Sunday, re-
ports AP.

Garbin downed the 7th-
seeded Boogert 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) In
just 79 minutes.

The 77th WTA-ranked Ital-
fan started - confidently and
with strong baseline shots.
broke service as early as the
second game.

Boogert, 66th in the world,
recovered briefly, then lost ser-
vice again al]ﬁwing Garbin to
take the set in just 29 minutes,

The second set was more
evenly
faltered,
breaks, then recovered to force
the ticbreak.

The 22-year-old Garbin then
went on to win the tiebreak lor
her first ever WTA tournament

title.
"There are no words to ex-

press how hap#.))' I am,” she said
cil.

alter the mate

Garbin received dirs 16,000
points for the

and 90 WTA
championship.

contested, Both players
exchanged service
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German soccer legend Lothar Matthaeus (R) talking to the newsmen during a conference
in Saarland, Germany yesterday while national coach Erich Ribbeck looks on. Germany
play Switzerland in a friendly match in Kaiserslautern today.

—AFP photo

HILTON HEAD
ISLAND. South
Carolina, April

24: Top seed Mary
Pierce blitzed
fourth-seeded

Arantsa Sanchez Vicario 6-1, 6-
0 to win the 166,000 dollars
first prize in the women's tennis

at Hilton Head
reports

tfournament
Island yesterday,
Reuters.

Pierce matched one of the
tournament's older records, the
one game Chris Evert gave up (o
Billie Jean King in the 1977 fi-
nal. The Frenchwoman lost just
12 games in five matches here,
shatterin
games in 1985.

Pierce needed 56 minutes in
the final, 12 minutes more than
she required to defeat Monica
Seles in the semifinals.

Seles said she had never seen
Pierce serve better than she
served in the semifinals.
Sanchez Vicario said she had
never seen Plerce play so well
for an entire week.

The 25-year-old Pierce put
on a groundstroke and serving
clinic at Sea Pines Racquet
Club. She nailed 27 winners to
just five for Sanchez Vicario.
Pierce had 15 unforced errors,
enough to give the Spaniard a
couple of openings that Pierce
quickly closed. :

Sanchez Vicario had one
real chance to make a match of
it, in the fourth game.

The gritt paniard had
élosed to ?i{ on'an ‘amazing
show of energy when she ran
down what looked like a sure
winner off a Pierce forehand,

Evert's record of 15

Pierce blows Arantxa away

then recovered to %uess right on
a Pierce overhead and finally
picked off a Pierce drop shot to
win a break point, before slid-
ing down to the clay to avoid
running into one of the green
sofas on the side of the court.

Pierce clapped to compli-
ment her opponent for the dis-

lay of hustle, then went about
1er job.

Sanchez-Vicario kept the
heat on by gaining an advan-
tage on her serve in the fourth
game, but then lost the ad on an
error. Another deuce later,
Pierce drilled back-to-back
forehand winners to take a 3-1
lead, and never looked back.

"That was a verv, very big
game at 2-1 for me to go up 3-1."
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MARY PIERCE

Plerce said. "It was very good
that I won that game because if
it's 2-2, things change. It's a bi
ditference between 3-1 and 2-
in the first set.”

Pierce breezed in the second
set, winning 12 straight points
in one stretch to move to 30-
love in the sixth game.

“I've just become more aid
more relaxed on the court and
just really at peace with every-
thing.” said Pierce, who is en-
gaged (o be married to Cleveland
Indians baschall star Roberto
Alomar.

Sanchez-Vicario tried to
move her opponent from side to
side, but eventually would angle
a backhand too sharply for an
error or would wind up watch-
ing a Pierce forehand smack a
line for a winner.

"I tried to move her around.
but she played very, very well,”
Sanchez-Vicario said. "She's a
very powerful player. She hits
the ball really hard and she es-
pecially served really well to-
day. Normally her second serve
you can attack a little bit more,
but today she was just making
aces and making the point re-
ally well."

Other than her big forehands
and well-placed backhands,
Pierce used her powerful serve
as a key weapon all week. No
one found an answer.

"The first set was probably
much closer than it shows,”
Sanchez Vicario said. "But |
think' that once Mary 'was

_alidad,” she just ‘went on'a roll

and 'she didn't miss immuch. She
was playing really very deep
and very consistent.”

Monte Carlo Open Masters Series

@ MONTE CARLO,
e \pr 24: Tennis
stars Pete Sam-
pras and Pat Ra-
fter were among
absentees slam-
med as "black
shevp by tournament director
Patrice Dominguez for de-
clhining to play in the Monte
Carlo Open Masters Series
event. reports AFP.

Leading players including
Americans Sampras, Andre
Agassi and Todd Martin, Aus-
tralians Rafter and Lleyton He-
witt and German star Nicolas
Kiefer all bypassed the third of
nine Masters Series events to be
plaved this year.

PETE SAMPRAS

The Masters Series tourna-
ments are designed to be second
only to the Grand Slams in (m-
portance, but Monte Carlo -- the
lirst In a serles of clay court
events lt'ﬂflllI% up to the French
Open -- was badly hit by with-
drawals and only three seeded
players iade the last 16,

"We are disappointed that
certinin players were not here at
the start of the week."”
Dominguez told a press confer-
ence belore Sunday's final be-
tween Frenchman Cedrie Plo-
line and Dominik Hrbaty of the
Slovak Republic.

‘In future, we will have (o
deal with the ATP In order to
guarantee the presence of all the
players.

"We will meet in Rome with
the other tournament directors
and we will ask the ATP Tour to
be more persuasive as Lo the
participation of the players.”

"black sheep” among the top
players and coaches but said he
specifically excused world

Dominguez sald there were

number one Agassi and Kiefer
from his complaints.

Thev are not black sheep -
they are trulv injured and
should not be confused with tle
plavers | was talking about,” he
said.

Participation for top 350
players is mandatory in Mas-
ters Series events -- but Rafter,

Fed Cup tennis
Japan, Thailand
in same group

OSAKA, Japan, Apr 24: Top
favourites Japan, led by Ai
Sugivama, were drawn in the
same pool as Thailand in the
preliminary round robin of the
Fed Cup tennis Asia Oceania
Group One, which starts here
Tuesday, reports AFP.

Eleven countries were di-
vided into two pools. The top-
placed teams from each pool
will compete in a playoff on
Sunday for a place in the World
Liroup next season.

Top-seeded Japan will take
on fourth-seeded Thalland. led
by Tamarine Tanasugarn, In-
dia, Hong Kong and Kazakhstan
in the five-team Pool A on the
outdoor hard courts at the Ut-
subo Tennis Centre.

LI Fang and Yi Jingglan
spearhead second-seeded Chi-
na's challenge in Pool B. They

“face third-seeded Talwan, led by
Wang Shi-ting and Janet Lee,

Singapore, Indonesia, New
Zealand and South Korea.
Japanese team captain

Takeshi Koura expressed relief
at having avolded China. Tal-
wal and Indonesia.

‘It would have been tough to
play them. but all of them were
drawn In the other pool. Tama-
rine Tanasugarn Is our only big
rival. MV players have never
lost to other Thal players.

‘If we can move Into top gear
towards Saturday and Sunday,
I'm sure we will win. Hopefully,
we can start the 21st century in
the World Group,” Koura added.

The country to come last in
(he two pools will be relegated
to Group Two next year,

« In Group Two this year,
Uzbekistan were seeded top
against Iraq, Malaysia, Pacilic
Oceanfa and Fiji In pool A.
while the Philippines were
seeded second agalust Sri
Lanka, Syrla, Jordan, Tajik-
Istan and Pakistan In Pool B,

The top two teams from each
pool will advance 1o a playolf
rovund and two conntrics will be
promoted (o Group One.

Top guns annoy organiser

Hewitt. Martin and Sampras all
presented medical certificates
prior to their withdrawals.

Sampras, though. had ear-
lier said he did not plan to play
in Monte Carlo.

Dominguez, a former French
Davis Cup player, sald men's
tenuis still has to resolve sev-
eral problems with its calendar,
but said he expected Masters
Series events to be held over
eight or nine days -- instead of
the current seven -- in the near
future.

"The Masters Series events
should last one or two days
more in order to organise a re-
cuperation day or two for the

b

PAT RAFTER

players,” he salid.

“Maybe the other tourna-
ments, the weeks before, should
stop on Friday or Saturday In
order for the players to have a
day's rest.”

Pioline and Hrbaty had to
play six singles matches in
seven days here as the Masters
Series events have 64 players in
the singles draw, P'H}fl.'rﬂ in
Grand Slam events |1In?' up to
seven singles matches - but over
a two-week perlod.

‘I think by the year 2002 or
2003 we will have a more bal-
anced calendar -- and that will
be in (nterests of the players,
but also the spectators and the
media” Dominguez sald.

He added that he understood
it would be difficult to axe some
of the smaller events from the
schedale, but satd it needs to be
done.

‘It is difficult to change, but |
think If we were starting today
on blank paper to build a calen-

dar we would not do the same.” *

he sald.
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Schools h'ball
- -
Narinda High

top Group B

Narinda Government High
finished top in Group B of the
1 1th Bata schools boys hand-
ball tournament beating Ka-
malapur Sher-e-Bangla Rall-
way High 10-3 at the Outer Sta-
dium Handball ground yester-
day, reports UNB.

They will meet BAF Shaheen
School & College In a group de-
cidin% play-off match today at 4
pm at the same venue as both
the teams have secured same
points on completion of the
group encounters,

arinda dominated the first
half by 3-2 goals. Sajib scored
four, Ariful three and Saiful
two for the winners while Ri-
mon netted two and Mayjid one
for the losers,

In the day's other match,
Bhasantak High outplayed
Saint Jude's International 10-0
at the samne venue. Shafin con-
tributed five goals and Russel
two for the winners.

Earlier on Sunday, BAF
Shaheen School & College and

" Shahid Nabi High won their re-

spective matches.

Shaheen School beat Rali-
matullah Model High 26-4 alter
dominating the lirst halt by 10-
4 In the day's first match,

Khalid scored 12 for the
winners while Rafique netted
all the four goals for the losers.

In the day's other match.
Shahid Nabi High beat
Bangladesh Ansar & VDP High
11-6 after leading the first ses
sion by 6-1.

Sumon contributed live
oals for the winners while
azzak netted two for the
losers.

BKSP will have
SpPOrts science
department

Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan (BKSP) will open a
full-fledged Sport Science De-
partment within two years, a
press release said here yester-
day, reports BSS.

A three-member Indian
sports science expert team, who
arrived here on April 17 to
train the local experts as well as
to prepare the curricula of the
department in BKSP, informed
about this when they called on
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader at the

+ latter's Secretariat office.

The team, comprising of Dr
Laila Das, Dr S K Dey and Dr
Sajib Sahnee, will also develop
the infrastructure plan for the
department.

Quader assured them of all-
out cooperation from the gov-
ernment to open a modern and
well-equipped sports science
department in BKSP.

Memorial matcli

for Marshall
July 27

An exclusive cricket match
will be played in memory of
Malcolm Marshall, the leg-
endary West Indian fast bowler
who died on November 4 last
vear from colon cancer, involv-
ing past and present world-
class players at the HAC Ground
at City Road in London on July
27, says a press release of Pro-
fessional Cricketers' Associa-
tion.

Players who have confirmed

their participation are Graham

Gooch, Mike Gatting, Robin
Smith, Shane Warne, Mark
Nicholas, Graeme Hick, Gra-
ham Thorpe, Mark Butcher,
Wasim Akram, Desmond
Haynes and Viv Richards.

The day to remember will
consist of a coaching clinic for
young and enthusiastic crick-
eters in the morning. After
lunch there will be a 40-overs-
a-sicde match which will be di-
vided into four quarters. At the
close of play there will be a con-
cert by the Mark Butcher Band
for the VIP guests and sponsors .

All funds railsed from the
match will go towards the Mali
Marshall Trust.

C'paul needs
more tests

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad.
Apr 24: West Indies batsman
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, who
has been suffering from fatigue.
Is to see specialists to decide il
he Is fit for the forthcoming
Test series against Pakistan,
reports Reuters.

Michael Findlay, chairman
of West Indies selectors, told the
Caribbean News Agency
(CANA): "After his three-week
rest from the syndrome of fa-
tigue, he is due to visit the medi-
cal team i{n Jamaica again (this
week).

"But at the moment we can-
not say whether he will be fit to
play in the upcoming Test se-
ries. We will have to wait and
see, depending on the results of
the tests that are done in Ja-
maica,” he added,

West Indies' squad for the
first of three Tests against Pak-
istan, to be played In George-
town from May 5-9, is being
chosen next Saturday.

Rajshahi soccer

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 24: Diganta
Proshary Sangha defeated
Kadirgan) Sporting Club 2-0 in
Rajshahl First Division
football super league played at
the Rajshahi District Stadium
today,

Riaj netted the first goal for
the winners at the 31st minute
in the first half, The second

oal was also scored by Ria) at
the 59th minute in the second
half.

Mohammedan Sporting
Club will take on Alide Club

I tomorrow at the same venue,
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Frenchman Cedric Pioline (R), winner of the Monte Carlo Open, and beaten finalist
Dominik Hrbaty of Slovakia pose with their trophies after the prize-giving ceremony in

Monaco on April 23,

—AFP photo

Pioline overcomes Hrbaty

MONTE CARLO,
Apr 24: It was
third time lucky
for Cedric Pioline
as he downed

Dominik Hrbaty
in straight sets on Sunday to
win the 2.95-million-dollar
Monte Carlo Open Masters
Series clay-court tournament,
reports AFP.

Eighth-seeded Ploline beat
unseeded Hrbaty 6-4, 7-6, 7-6 in
a final played mainly in light
drizzle -- his first win in three
appearances in the final of the
event.

Pioline lost in the 1993 final
to Sergi Bruguera and in 1998 to
Carlos Moya, but he made no
mistake against Hrbaty as he
became the first French winner
at the Monte Carlo Country
Club since Pierre Darmon in
1963.

The stylish Pioline, 30,
hammered down 12 aces as he
recorded only the fifth tourna-
ment victory of his career -- but
his second this year after his
victory in Rotterdam in Febru-
ary.

The win lifted Pioline to
joint fifth in the ATP Champi-
ons Race and he earned 400,000

dollars and a Waterford Crystal
trophy. Hrbaty earned 211,000
(lollars and moved to 15th in
the Champions' Race by virtue
of making the final.

Pioline, a former Wimble-
don and US Open finalist, won
his first-ever Masters Series
event and was the first French
winner in a Masters Series
event since Guy Forget won the
1991 Paris Indoor.

Pioline went into the match
with a dismal 4-12 record in fi-
nals but kept calm after Hrbaty
threatened a comeback after
falling two sets to love behind

I'm very happyv because it
was really tough Dominik

plaved unbelievably,’
said. "It's a great feeling.’

Pioline said he was still en-
joving his tennis as much as
ever

Pioline

"I'm still running like 1 did
when | was 20. That's why this
is so great. I'm enjoying it so
much.”

Hrbaty has an apartment in
Monaco and spends much of his
leisure time here but never re-
ally got to grips with his game
as he sought the third ATP Tour
title of his career.

The baby-faced 22-year-old
Slovak, who was a surprise
semifinalist at last year's
French Open, played superbly
in reaching the final but Pio-
line’'s mixing of aggression with
a solid baseline game always
looked in control.

Hrbaty has never won a
match from two sets down and
although he led 5-3 and served
for the third set a game later,
Pioline broke back for 5-5 and
then held for 6-5 after a
marathon game that lasted
17min and featured nine
dences.

At 5-5 in the tiebreaker,
Hrbaty served a double fault to
givé Pioline his first champi-
onship point -- but a backhand
down the line saved the day,

Pioline would not be denied,
however, sealing the win on his
second championship point af-
ter a long rally.

The victory for experience

over youth took Pioline 2hr
4 1 min
The tournament was the

third in the highly-touted Mas-
ters Series, following Indian
Wells and Miami. The next
Masters Series event is in Rome
next month

When Ve

GUANGZHOU

China. Apr 24
(AFP): As co-pro-
moter George
Chung would have
it, Saturday's fi-

ght. the first ever professional
boxing match in China, is "his-
tory .

"This will be one of the most
important boxing events for
years,” exclaims American
Chung with the understatement
for which the sport is known.
"We faced lying. cheating and
deceit to put this show on.

"The victory is that we are
here and that it's on TV. This is
history. And then there's some
boxing."

For the event -- broadcast to
the United States and China
and for which he predicts a
television audience of "five or
six per cent of our universe” --
Chung has brought Muhammad
Ali's 22-year-old daughter Laila
and veteran commentator
Colonel Bob Sheridan to the
southern city of Guangzhou.

Sheridan announced all Al-
i's epic battles, including the
"Rumble in the Jungle” against
George Foreman in  Zaire in
1974 and the "Thriller in
Manila®" against Joe Frazier in
1975.

Summoned to the "show in
Guangzhou" by his own admis-
sion while "slumped over a 21
table in Las Vegas,” Sheridan is
ringside 48 hours later in mi-
crophone headset and mam-
moth tuxedo, gamely attempt-
ing to evoke an era when boxers
strode the world as though it
was one giant ring.

"We the people of Anierica

as came to China

love the people of China.” he
tells a Chinese television we-
porter in his southern sherill's
tones

‘This is more than a fight,
more than boxing, this is a cul-
tural exchange to promote mu-

tual understanding and
progress.”

Veteran referee Lowell
Reaton can only agree. "These

are beautiful people,” he says
"They do whatever you tell
them. Give them a dollar and
they fall over backwards

Quite how far is the journey
from Vegas to downtown
Guangzhou starts to become
clear long before Saturdays
opening bell

The previous night's weigh-
in is, according to an executive
from American boxing broad-
caster Showtime, “ridiculous, a
joke" as a pair of scales are
brought in from a nearby hospi-
tal and set up on thick, cushion-
ing carpet.

Complaints about over-tight
security, the stifling humidity
and a lack of translators are
rile.

Ticket sales are also a prob-
lemn: confident predictions of a
sell-out are rapidly revised on
fight night as it becomes appar-
ent that with prices of up to
nearly 1000 yuan (120 dollars)
only a quarter have been sold

"This has been a steep learn-
ing curve for a lot of people.”
says the man from Showtime

‘In the build-up to the five
fights. Chinese autograph
hunters and photographers ig-
nore several rr}tlrvrrii;ﬁhtvra in
the American entourage, in-
cluding "Boom boom™ Mancini,

who Chung has assured re-
porters is famous in Asia: "He
killed a Korean in the ring

Instead they swarm a strik-
ing young blonde woman with
them who is dressed in a back-
less ankle-length velvet and
matching evening gloves. A pic-
ture of her leaning over the
ropes appears on the front page
of a Guangzhou newspaper the
next day

Whei the bout starts, shat-
tering punches and occasional
flving jets of blood are greeted
with ripples of polite applause

At one point, the Chinese
ring hostesses collapse in gig-
;:1_19:5 as they imitate the "Shhh,
shhh” with which the boxers
punctuate their blows.

Taking their cue from a
trainer urging on light heavy-
weight Jose Luis Rivera -- who
loses his fight for the Interna-
tional Boxing Council's world
title -- some audience members
begin shouting "Come on” and
Show me some power” with a

distinct Latin American accent
Gradually it appears the au-

dience prefers underdogs: bat-
tered and bloodied losers are
handed bouquets and pose be-
mused as spectator after specta-
tor asks for pictures with them

"I got flowers.” grins welter-
weight Jerry Smith to his
trainer after a pummeling by
DeMarcus Coley.

The greatest cheers of the
night are reserved for super
middleweight Ali as she demol-
ishes her opponent Kristina
King, 30, a prison officer in a
men's jail in Michigan.

Certainly she is the main
draw for the many teenage boys
among the audience.
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