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AES-PDB deadlock sending

negative signals to investor

The government's noncha-
lance for the last five months in
resolving the deadlock between
US powe: company AES and
PDB over transfer of the land
site for the 450 MW Meghnaghat
Power Plant is sending negative
signals to foreign investors in
energy sector and the interna-
tional financing community.

The 100 hectare land site,
developed at a cost of Tk 141
crore by a Chinese contractor,
has now become an unsolvable
issue due to opposing stances of
AES and PDB, sources said.

AES says the site has not
been developed properly and it
is risky to set up such a plant
there. _

On the other hand, PDB ar-
gues that the site has been de-
veloped properly but AES is not
taking possession of the site de-
liberately as it could not ensure
the project's finance.

Sources close to AES told
The Daily Star that it was true
the company — which is build-
ing a 360 MW power plant at
Haripur — is vet to finalise its’
'financial closing'.

"But this has got nothing to
do with the company's not tak-
ing over of the project site. The
yroject site has been declared
aulty by the company's consul-
tant and so it can not start work
there,” said one source. "The
government's poor handling of
the contract is definitely hav-
ing a negative implication in
the financial closing of the
project.”

AES has been negotiating

By Sharier Khan

with some financial institu-
tions including IFC of World
Bank (WB) for financing the
project. The WB-IFC last year
decided not to finance the pro-
ject due to "change in decisions
and non-transparent handling
of the power sector by the gov-
ernment”, the source claimed.
However, WB [inally lifted its'
embargo when the government
guaranteed foreign private
power companies' returns from
investment.

“But there has not been much
positive change in the power
sector. As a result, lenders are
uncomfortable and we are not
etting finance for many in-
ﬁ'ustructurt’: projects in the
power sector,” said a PDB
source,

Lending for the sector re-
mained closed for a decade as

the WB-led donor community
felt that the government should
first seriously try to improve
performance by reducing sys-
tem loss and theft of revenue,
Due to serious investment crisis
in the sector in the nineties, the
government invited private sec-
tor investinent.

"Private sector investors
also have to go to the lenders.
Sadly, nothing has improved
and the government's handling
of the private sector has been
clouded with allegations of cor-
ruption and mishandling." said
an official of the Energy Min-
istry.

The Meghnaghat power
plant, scheduled to be opera-

r

tional from early 2002, is about
to collapse due to the perlor-
mance of the land site developer
and the consultant the official
said.

"“The land site developer and
the consultant have common
interests. Both are represented
by the same local agent who was
a minister in the present gov-
ernment. The consultant al-
ways seems to defend the con-
tractor directly or indirectly,”
the officlal alleged.

The Chinese contractor —
CWHEC — was supposed to de-
velop and deliver the site by
June 1999, Delay In hand-over
is punishable with a daily fine
of 20000 dollars, The work was
incomplete till December last
vear, but PDB claimed no com-
pensation from CWHEC.

To put a counter-pressure ol
PDB, CWHEC has raised com-
pensation clalms worth crores
ol taka on various grounds in-
cluding devaluation of Taka
against Dollar, hartal and port
congestion, the sources said.
Though the entire project cost is
pald in local currency, the pro-
ject's consultant endorsed most
of the claims of CWHEC.

‘If the deadlock continues
like this, AES may start de-
manding the 20000 dollar daily
compensation for delay in site
delivery. It may follow a legal
battle. The project may collapse
after a huge wastage of local re-
sources. Sadly, nobody seems to
bother that the people would ul-
timately suffer.,” observed the
ministry official.

Silent eviction

From Page 1

crooks' to benefit. A wouman
said the landlords who live in
big houses in the city took away
most of the money meant for
compensation. She said she had
come to Dhaka fromn Sirajganj
three years ago after losing her
home in river erosion

When contacted, Haji
Magbul MP said that the evic-
tion took placg after ‘detailed
negotiations wirf: the slum
dwellers’. WDB conducted a spot
survey and enlisted all found
living there. He claimed that by
doing the spot survey, 'middle
men’ were excluded from the
compensation list. Asked if he
had any idea where the evicted
families had gone, Magbul
replied that they had either re-
turned to their villages or
moved to their relatives else-
where.

One WDB source said, "To
please Haji Selim MP, several
ghats along the river Buriganga
which belong to thie MP were
‘beautified” using the project
funds.”

Haji Selim told this corre-
spondent many families who
were enlisted voters and were
living in the slums along the
embankment were ‘well looked
after’ and they have been sent to
Kamrangirchar. He admitted
that ‘some landlords received
up to Tk 1.5 lakh each and each

tenaut family was paid TK
2.500.
“Everyone was paid. You

may find them in Kamrangir-
char area which has undergone
a massive development involv-
ing Tk 15 crore,” Selim said.
Officials of the Coalition of
Urban Poor (CUP) alleged that
the entire eviction drive was
conducted ‘secretly’ in viola-
tion of a directive from the
Prime Minister in this regard
and also a court order. Abu
Rayhan Al Beeroonee, Pro-
granune Coordinator of CUP,
said they had reports that in
many cases ‘musclemen used
force to make innocent slum
dwellers sign the compensation

papers .

Some sources said that be-
fore the ‘silent eviction’ drive
was launched, several slums
under Wards 47 and 48 were set
on fire. Following that, "hired
musclemen’ were ‘engaged’ to
terrify the slum dwellers. Even
policemen from Hazaribagh
thana ‘helped these muscle-
men’. they alleged.

HC rule on EC
< for declaring
Ershad as JPPP
leader

The High Court issued rule
upon the Election Commission
vesterday to show cause why its
order declaring H M Ershad as
leader of Jatiya Party in Par-
liament should not be declared
illegal and of no legal effect, re-
ports UNB.

The Court also stayed opera-
tion of the order till disposal of
the writ filed by Golam Faruk
Ovi MP of JP (Mizan-Manju)
challenging the order of the
Election Commission of Febru-
ary 23.

The division bench compris-
ing Justice Mainur Reza

Chowdhury and Justice Mo- |

hammad Mozammel Hossain
issued the rule after hearing the
counsel of the petitioner.

The counsel submitted that
Ershad was never elected leader
of Jatiyva Party in Parliament
and there was no such office,
post or role recognized by law or
the Constitution.

Barrister ‘Rokonuddin
Mahmud along with M K Rah-
man and Mobina Asaf Rahman
appeared for the petitioner.

During hearing JP (Mizan-
Manju) joint secretary general
Sadek Siddiqui and other party
leaders were present in the
court, said a press release.

Angry examinees
pelt stones
at college

Some of the agitating girl
students of Motijheel Model
School and College who were
denied permission to appear at
the ensuing HSC examinations
pelted stones towards the col-
lege yesterday morning, reports
LUUNB

The girl students gathered on
the college premises and started
pelting stones at about 11 am,
Principal of the School and

College A M M Talibur Rahman |

said.

Some boy students of the
school and a group of youths of
Motijheel AGB Colony chased
the girls out of the canmpus.

The authorities of the insti-
tution closed the school and
college. The school will open on
April 29 and the college on May
2. the Principal said.

The girls were denied per-
mission by Dhaka Education
Board to sit for the HSC exami-
nations beginning on April 27
as they, while filli.ll% in their
registration forms, had mis-
takenly mentioned subjects not
permitted for the college.

The college authorities filed
a Tk 7 lakh compensation case
against some 20-30 students
and guardians, including Mes-
bah and Fayej, on Sunday niglt
centring damaige of college
property on the day.

CEC back home |

From Page 1

azila polls in near future, Abu
Hena said, "The most impor-
tant thing for the Election
Cominission at the moment is
to prepare the voters list. The
Comimission will start by mid-
dle of May the work to prepare
the list through house-to-house
survey. We hope to finalise it by
December this year.”

Meantime, the CEC told the
UNB that he had no plan to
continue for the second term
His term will end on April 8
next year.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited different sectionsof the 100-bed National Heart

Foundation Hospital after inaugurating it at Mirpur in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

/- PM opens Nat'l Heart Foundation Hospital

Help check trend of patients
going abroad for treatment

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina asked physicians yes-
terday to be more service-ori-
ented and ensure most modemn
treatment in the country to help
keep patients from going
abroad, reports UNB.

"Sweet behaviour and care of
the doctors and nurses can heal
50 per cent of the disease of a
patient. Good behaviour of the
doctors can increase confidence
of the patients. which helps fast
cure,” she said while inaugurat-
ing the National Heart Founda-
tion Hospital at Mirpur in the
afternoon yesterday.

The prime minister unveiled
the plaque of the newly con-
structed 100-bed Heart Founda-
tion Hospital, the biggest car-
diovascular hospital at private
level in the country. The gov-
ernment is providing the lion's
share of its fund for ensuring
latest cardiac service.

Set up on 27 bighas of land,
it will be a 300-bed heart hospi-
tal housed in a ten-storied
building. Initially, the govern-
ment has provided Tk 7 crore to
the hospital furnished with all
the state-of-the-art equipment
for cardiac surgery and treat-
ment.

The Prime Minister said the
physicians should remember
that they had taken up a noble
profession and provide the pa-
tients with the best possible
care and modern treatment.

She told the function that
the government was taking all
possible steps to extend liealth-

care services to the people. But,
she said, it is not possible for
the government alone to imneet a
huge demand for modern health
services.

So the government (s en-
couraging private ventures in
the medical service sector.

"It is true that some days ago
none could even think of getting
by-pass surgery at a private
hospital here. To provide these
facilities in the country, the
present government reduced
taxes on medical equipment.
Now all kinds of heart opera-
tion, including bypass surgery,
are being conducted in the coun-
try,” she said.

Hasina said now all equip-
ment for disease detection
through diagnosis and machin-
ery for angipgram, MRI, CT
scan, lithotripsy and other
equipment for operation are be-
ing imported with nominal
taxes.

"All this is possible for the
government's liberal policy and
timely steps for building up
modern health-service industry
in the country.”

She said the government
also cut down import duties on
different reagents used for di-
agnosis and waived taxes on
some life-saving drugs, includ-
ing the drugs for deadly disease
like cancer.

The Primme Minister said in
this newly constructed hospital
there are all arrangements for
open-heart surgery, closed-

 Lieart surgery, pace-making an-

Flﬂgrﬂm. other operations on
1eart and diagnosis of heart
diseases. This hospital would
stand out as a centre of excel-
lence, she hoped.

She said the government had
already approved "Health and
Population Sector Strategy.”

"On the basis of this strate‘g\'
we have undertaken work for
implementing Fifth Health and
Population Programme for the
development of health and pop-

« ulation sector.”

About demands of the physi-
cians, the Primme Minister said
the government had taken mea-
sures for the promotion of doc-
tors and giving them selection
grade.

"We have already apJ)ointed
2000 new doctors and coin-
pleted the formalities to ap-
point 1000 more,” she said. The
%m*ernment has also appointed

000 nurses and taken step to
employ more 2000 nurses.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria, Health Minister Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim, State
Minister for Social Welfare Dr
Mozammel Hossain, State Min-
ister for Health Prof M Aman-
ullah and State Minister for
Planning Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir also addressed the
function.

President of the National
Heart Foundation Justice
Chowdhury ATM Masud

presided over the function. It
was also addressed by Secretary
General of the Foundation Brig
(retd) Prof Abdul Maliq.

Joint rally at Rajshahi

Opposition likely to

announce fresh

programmes today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance partners will hold a pub-
lic meeting at Rajshahi
Madrassah Maldan this after-
noon to mobilise public support
for their demand for resigna-
tion of the government and an
early natjional election.

NP Chairperson Khaleda
Zla, Jatiya Party Chairman H

M Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islami.

Ameer Golam Azam and Islami
Olkya Jote Chairman Azizul
Haq will address the meeting.

The alliance hold similar
meeting in Dhaka and Chit-
tagong on February 13 and
April 4 respectively,

Khaleda Zia Is expected to
announce some fresh anti-gov-
ernmeint fro rammes at the
meeting. The
left the capital for Rajshahi
yesterday while Jamaat and 10J
chiefs will leave this morning.

The BNP Chairperson will
stay overnight in Bogra prior to
attending the meeting in Ra-
jshahi.

Opposition sources said the
Central Liaison Committee
drafted some action pro-
rammes, Including “black
day” with a joint meeting in
Dhaka on April 30 and coun-
trywide dawn-to-dusk hartal on
May 4 to protest the ruling par-
ty' s recent activities against the
judges of the higher court. How-
ever, BNP chief and leader of

NP and JP chiefs

the opposition Khaleda Zia is
yel 1o give go-ahead.

They said there has been a
consensus on observing the
proposed “black day”™ pro-
gramme on April 30 to protest
against Awami League’'s ‘stick
procession” and “threat™ on the
Judges of the higher court.

esides, the alllance may
announce some other pro-
grammes at today's meeting,
including boycott of court by
the lawyers and submission of a
memorandum to the President.

The call for a countrywide
hartal is still uncertain since
BNP is reluctant to enforce har-
tal on the latest issue.

The CLC held a meeting at 29
Minto Road yesterday with BNP
vice-chairmman M. Shamsul Is-
lam MP in the chair. but
could not finalise the pro-
grainmes because of differences
anmn§ the alliance partners.

10J leader A.R.M. Abdul
Matin, who is representing the
party at the CLC, sald a number
of liaison representatives will
accompany their respective
party chiefs during the Ra-

Jshahi meeting and pro-
grammes will be finalised
there,

Jamaat assistant secretary
general Mohammad Kamaruz-
zaman also said the next course
of action programmes may be
announced at today's meeting.
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Protesters open fire

on home of
Saudi prince:

Cop killed, 3 hurt

DUBAI, Apr 24: A Saudi
Arabian policeman was Killed
and three others wounded when
protesters opened fire on the
home of a mmember of the Saudi
royal family, the Interior Min-
istry said today, reports
Reuters.

It said in a statement carried
by the official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) the protesters
gathered on Sunday near the
home of the Najran province
governor, Prince Mishaal Ibn
Saud, a member of the royal
family, to demand the release of
and expatriate man arrested
earlier in the day on charges of
sorcery.

The crowd fired shots at the
governor's home and burned
several cars. The policeman
was killed and the three others
wounded during the incident,
the statement said.

It sald another Saudi po-
liceman was critically wounded
earlier in the day when police
raided the home of the sus-
pected sorcerer ©

Loadshedding
. ' .
in N'ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 24:
The town experienced a terrible
lnadshedciing today.

The HSC examinees and
garments factories bore the
brunt of the Joadshedding
throughout the day.

DESA sources said, the insu-
lator of 33 KV line of Madan-
pur-Khanpur was damaged by
lightning. They said they were
trying to solve the problem, but
the situation remained un-

changed till filing of this report
at 9 pm.

Chernobyl virus

From Page 1

Guard and could change the date
of BIOS.

More information regardi::f_
CIH virus could be obtaine
from CIH Virus Information
Centre's Web Sitesy gt
WWW.datafellows.com/cih,

Computer uSers fn
Bangladesh could also get hel
from BCC's telephone help des
at 8614224 and 8613773 from
9:00 am to 10:00 pm In this re-
gard, the Council said.

Judgement 1n
Khalid Murder
Case April 30

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Apr 24: Judgement
in Khalid Murder Case will be
delivered on April 30 by the
judge of the special court.
ubo League leader Khalid
Hossain was Killed on the night
of May 16 last year at the Skid
Ghat. Ershad Shikder and his
armed cadres have been accused
in the case,

Twenty accused out of 28 in-
cluding Ershad Shikder were
arrested in Khalid Murder Case.
Thirty-four prosecution wit-
nesses were examined. Trial be-
gan on March 2 and argument
continued till today trom April
1 8.

Among others, four senior
Jubo League leaders, two busi-
ness tveoons and wife of a high
official of the judiciary were
prosecution witnesses.

Meanwhile, police today ar-
rested the wife of 'Jamai’
Faroque from the corridor of
the speclial court. Police said
Parul Begum, 32, was making
noise while argument was going
on. Her husband has already
been sentenced to death in the
Jainal Murder Case,
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Wahid sacks 2 ministers
after IMF meeting .

JAKARTA, Apr 24: President
Abdurrahman Wahid fired two
key financial ministers today
hours after the International
Monetary Fund's top official
warned him not to backslide on
a commitment to reform the
crisis-ridden economy, reports
AP,

Trade and Industry Minister
Yusuf Kalla sald he and Invest-
ment Minister Laksamana
Sukardi had quit. Senlor offi-
clals sald they had been re-
placed by an army general and
top bureaucrat.

‘The president has asked me
and Laksamana Sukardi to re-
sign because the economic team
in the Cabinet was not cooper-
ating well," said Kalla.

Sentor IMF officials de-

clined to comment. Two other
economic ministers remain in
place.

It was fourth time Wahid has
replaced members of his six-
month-old government.

Speculation about a reshuf-
fle among the Wahid's four-
member economic team has
been rife in the Indonesian me-
dia since Wahid blasted the
team for its failure to Imple-
mernt a set of reforms mandated
by the IMF.

Other critics have accused
the team of Internal divisions
and Incompetence.

Earlier today, visiting IMF
acting managing director Stan-
ley Fischer emerged from talks
with Wahid and warned the
government not to waver from

{ r

|

deep financial
manded by
lenders,

reforms de-
international

'l believe the president will
renew his efforts to implement
the programme"” Fischer said.

Until now the IMF has
bailed Indonesia out of its worst
economic crisis in three
decades but only after repeat-
edly cajoling It into making
deep and wide-ranging changes
to its corrupt and inefficient fi-
nancial system.

Scores of Indonesian corpo-
rations and banks are techni-
cally bankrupt. The Indonesian
currency, the rupiah, last week
slumped to its lowest level since
Wahid, who I8 regarded as a re-
former, came to power ending
years of authoritarian rule.

BIMSTEC meet tomorrow

From Page 1

BIMSTEC has already de-
cided to focus on' six primary
areas. The countries and the
particular areas assigned for
making working plans in the
fields are: Bangladesh— tech-
nology; India— transport and
communications; Thailand—
energy, Myanmar— tourism;
and Sri Lanka— fisheries.

The Delhi meeting will spe-
cially emphasise starting the
Trans-Asian Railway and
Highway, and take stock of the
progress of the feasibility to
start a regional airlines. How-
ever, it will wait for more con-
crete outcome expected tabled at
the third BIMSTEC minislterial
meeting of state ministers in
New Delhi later this year.

The original grouping com-
prising four littoral countries
of the Bay of Bengal—
Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka
and Thailand— started off as
BIMSTEC.

Later, at a ministerial
meeting at Bangkok in Decein-

Tin Bigha

From Page |

He said India would take up
the issue of extremist groups'
operations allegedly from
Bangladesh territory during the
coming Home Secretary-level
meeting.

Advani said India would
also raise the issue of "infiltra-
tion" from Bangladesh at the
meeting.

Terming Indo-Bangla rela-
tions as "cordial.” Advani said
the two countries have some
problems which will be sorted
out through amicable negotia-
tions.

The Bangladesh Home Secre-
tary Is expected to arrive here
tomorrow for the talks.

ber 1997, the four founding
members agreed to admit
Myanmar and the grouping was
renamed as BIMSTEC, meaning
Bangladesh, India. Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and Thailand for
Economic Cooperation,

The idea of the grouping was
first conceived by Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, India and Thailand
and was initially referred to as
the ‘Bay of Bengal Economic
Cooperation Organisation.’

The regional alliance was
initiated with an aim to tap the
great potential of an increased
trade volume within these
countries by taking advantage
ol the geographical proximity
of the member countries of the
Bay of Bengal region and also
on the eastern coast of the In-
dian Ocean.

Bus-truck owners
From Page 1

tary of the association, ad-
dressed it.
Other leaders including G M

Sirajul Haqg MP, Babu Ramesl
Chandra Ghosh. Abdul Latif,
Abdul Hai, Zobaer Naim Hu-
mayun Kabir and Sham-
suzzmamn were present.

Leaders of the association
said that fnllmvin% lice oper-
ation on the °‘toll houses’ on
roads and highways, incidents
of extortion and toll collection
had decreased except in some
areas including Bogra and some
southern districts. ;

They alleged that the
‘syndicated extortionists have
now changed their tactics and
are collecting toll from the bus
counters.

They congratulated the gov-
ernment for removal of the toll
houses and illegal establish-
ments on the roads and high-
ways.
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