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Barisal cricket

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 28: Four-H
Club defeated Arunoday Super-
stars by 8 wickets while BCC
Club beat Igbal Smriti Cricket
Club by 105 runs in the First
Division Cricket League here at
the Abdur Rab Serniabat Sta-
dium today.

Four-H scored 79 runs losing
2 wickets in 17.1 overs.

In reply, Arunoday collected
76 runs losing all the wickets in
24.1 overs.

Rajib of Four-H was adjudged
man-of-the-match.

BCC made 199 runs losing 8
wickets in 34.5 overs.

In reply, Igbal Smriti man-
aged 94 runs losing all the
wickets in 27.3 overs.

Rajshahi boxing
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 23: The two-
day long first club-level boxing
tournament organised jointly
by Bangladesh Amateur Boxing
Federation and Rajshahi Mod-
ern Boxing Club concluded here

today at Rajshahi District
Gymnasium.
Rajshahi Modern Boxing

Club emerged champions cap-
turing 13 gold and one silver
medals. Alif Lam-Min Sangha
stood the runners-up with tour
silver and eight bronze medals.

The third place was %abbed
by Morning Star Club with
three silver and three bronze
medals.

Among others, Diganta
Proshery Sangha took three
silver and two bronze medals
and Mahunbagan Krira Sangha
got two silver and two bronze
medals. Willow Club had one
silver and four bronze medals.

Akram leads

From page 13

Nasir was bowled for 39 by ofi-
spinner Naimur Rahman.

Despite the loss of three
wickets with 88 on the board in
the 23rd over, Mohammedan
still had a hope when OSri
Lankan Hashan Tillekeratne
joined ljaz at the crease.
" But when ljaz, who took 11
balls to get off the mark, was
caught by Mehrab Hossain at
long-off after a painstaking 27,
it signalled the end to the dis-
pleasure of the thousands of
Mohammedan supporters pre-
sent at the big bowl.

Mohammedan collected 89
runs in the remaining 14 runs
before they finished 26 runs
short of their target.

Tillekeratne, as usual.
fought the lost battle with 48 off
50 balls

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Janakan-
tha Premier Division cricket
super league match between
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Mohammedan Sporting Club at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday:

ABAHANI EC

Azam lbw b Rafique 36
Mehrab c ljaz b Kalpage 48
Naimur lbw b ljaz 20
Akram not out 74
Hussain c ljaz b Kalpage 2
Asad lbw b Tillekeratne 0
Rehman ¢ & b Tillekeratne o
Anis c Rafique b Kalpage 2A)
Hasibul not out 0
Extras: (b-1, 1b-3, nb-4, w-3) 1]
Total: (For 7 wkts in 40 overs) 213

Did not bat: Igbal Hossain
and Mizanur Rahman.

Fall of wickets: 1/66; 2/98;
3/121: 4/127; 5/128; 6/134:
7/194

Bowler O M R W|
Monjurul 7 2.0
Shahidul 1 0o 10 0
Kalpage Bes R o
Rafique B e S8 |
Athar e L] 6 0
Tillekeratne 8 I 2
ljaz 65 0 42 1
MOHAMMEDAN SC
Athar run out L.
Imran ¢ Akram b Igbal 0
Nasirul b Nalmur o
ljaz ¢ Melirab b Hussain 27
Tillekeratne ¢ Akram b Naimur 48
Neeyamur ¢ Anis b Naimur 2
Raflque run out 2 |
Kalpage st Mizan b Rehman 22
Mortuza b Nalmur |
Shahidul not out 5
Monjurul not out 3

Extras: (b-4, Ib-6, nb-1, w-5) 16
Total: (For 9 wkis in 40 overs) 187
Fall of wickets: 1/5; 2/40;

3/88:.4/98;5/106; 6/108; 7/174;
8/175;9/178
Bowler
Hasibul
[gbal
Rehman
Hussain
Naimur
Result: Abahani
Chakra won by 26 runs.

WI level

From page 13
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8-203.
Bowler O M
Akram 10
Wagqar 8
Mushtaq 10
Razzaq 10
Arshad 7
Afridi 5
PAKISTAN
Nazir Ibw b McLean
Afridi ¢ Jacobs b McLean
Younis Ibw b Gayle
Inzamam lbw b King
Youhana lbw b King
Razzaq b Adams
Moin ¢ Hinds b Adams 1
Akram st Jacobs b Gayle
Wagar run out (Hinds)
Mushtaqg b Adams
Arshad not out
Extras: (b-1; 1b-3;: w-8: nb-6) 18
Total: (All out in 45 overs) 148
Fall of wickets: 1-34, 2-72, 3-
79, 4-79, 5-98, 6-98, 7-108, B-

CRERE™

CO0O=N
6]
UON _onocowE

e =1

e 3

124, 9-138.

Bowler £ M R
Ambrose 7 D23 0
King 6 | PR 2,
McLean 6 0 .33 2
Rose 6 X 0
Adams 10 - 2 3
Gayle 10 0 28 2

Result: West Indies beat
Paklstan to level best-of-three

finals 1-1.

Man-of-the-match: Sherwin

Cm'}lﬁhell.

ird final: Port-of-Spain,

April 23.

FC Gueugnon players have

Paris St. Germain in the final on April 22. Gueugnon won

French League Cup

a party with the French League Cup trophy after defeating
2-0.

—AFP photo

Gueugnon stun PSG

PARIS, Apr 23:

Second Division
* Gueugnon earned

a sensational 2-0

French League

Cup final victory

over Paris Saint
Germain here on Saturday and
a place in Europe to boot, re-
ports AFP.

Paris Saint Germain, third
in the French League table and
who have won many trophies in
their history, lost to little
Gueugnon, just eighth in the
Second Division and without
one major title to their name.

A packed Stade de France
stadium just to the north of
Paris witnessed second half
goals by Marcello Trapasso and
substitute Sylvain Flauto
which means they fly the flag

for France in next season's
UEFA Cup.
Gueugnon coach Alex

Dupont said afterwards: "We
said in July we would win the
League Cup and we were consid-
t;‘['t"(% plain mad. The teamn has a
great deal of heart and also of
talent and we wanted to grab the
initiative in this big final.

"We were ready mentally
tonight and we were able to keep
up a good performance right to
the end. We were not thinking of

playing in the UEFA Cup next

season and we weren't thinking
of playing in Europe - we just
wanted to perform at this high-
est stage.”

PSG coach Philippe Bergeroo
said: "Gueugnon deserved to win
and we did not show much ag-
gression. We were late in the
tackle and we simply messed up
the final.”

Trapasso fired home the re-
bound in the 65th minute after
a shot by Nicolas Esceth-N'zi
had hit the post to make for a
nerve-jangling final session for
the Gueugnon players and fans.

Minute, later. PSG's Laurent
Robert tw ce had point-blank
shots sensationally saved by

Gueugnon keeper Richard
Trivino, and then Laurent
Leroy himself had another

close shot saved before he fired
his parried effort over the bar.

Then Flauto, outpacing the
PSG defence, let fly with his left
boot from the lef hand edge of
the box and it careered just in-
side the right hand post in the
final minute to spark off cele-
brations in the Burgundy town,
which has less than 10,000 in-
habitants.

In the first half, Gueugnon,
nicknamed the "Forgerons” or
steelworkers because of the
town's former major industry,
tried a whole host of efforts

from long range.

PSG had more individual
efforts, mainly from All Benar-
bia, Brazilian Christian et
Nigerian Jay-Jay Okocha but
time after timme they came up
against the wall of a Gueugnon
defence comprising Yohan
Bouzin, Sylvian Distin, Eric
Boniface and Xavier Fanzel.

Distin was also impressive
by his ball-winning during the
match.

In goal, keeper Trivino kept
cool in the final minutes but
Gueugnon striker Stephane
Roda was the best player of the
first half.

It was Roda who set up
teamnmate Amara Traore when
his Senegalese strike partner
had a great chance late on in the
first period.

Escheth-N'ZI showed great
skill and energy with his drib-
bling which was a constant
danger to their Parisian oppo-
nents.

The 22-year-old midfielder
fired the 30m shot onto the left
post of PSG keeper Dominique
Casagrande from which Ar-
Eenlina's scored from the re-
ound.

Flauto, who came on in place
of Esceth-N'zi, then sealed the
result with a superb piece of
skill with his left boot.

Serie A

MILAN, Apr 23:
An Alessandro
Del Piero penalty
Kept Juventus on
course for the
[talian league title

on Saturday as
they beat Fiorentina 1-0 to stay
five points clear at the top,
reports AFP.

Sole rivals Lazio were 2-0
winners at Piacenza but with
only three matches left of the
Serie A season, Juventus look
even more certain to pick up the
26th league title of the club’s il-
lustrious history.

Del Piero scored in first-half
stoppage time after a foul on
winger Gianluca Zambrotta. It
was Del Piero's eighth spot-kick
of the season - and all of them
have been converted.

Juventus coach
celotti admitted:
brilliant
arnce.

Veteran defender Ciro Fer-
rara insisted there would be no
easing up in their [final
matches, highlighting the
seven-point lead which Lazio
squandered in the closing
weeks of 1998-99.

Lazio had to wait until the
59th minute for their first goal
on Saturday - midfield substi-
tute Diego Simeone heading
home Sinisa Mihajlovic's cor-
ner just two minutes after re-
placing fellow Argentinian Ma-
tias Almeyda.

Another of their Argen-
tinian imports, midfielder
Juan Sebastian Veron, cracked
in Lazio's second with a boom-
ing free-Kick placed between
post and crossbar in the 68ih
minute,

Four other reams are chas-
ing two places in the Champi-
ons League preliminary rounds
- and it looks certain to go down
to the wire.

Parma drew 0-O with rivals
AS Roma, while there were vic-
tories for both the Milan teams,
AC and Inter.

AC Milan made a flying start
away to Reggina, leading 2-0 in-
side the opening quarter of an
hour.

Carlo An-
"It wasn't a
Juventus perfor-

Del Piero strikes

Reggma':-a luckless Chilean
defender Jorge Vargas scored an
own goal when the ball re-
bounded in off his leg after a
goalmouth melee.

Ukrainian Andriy
Shevchenko tapped in the sec-
ond from one metre after Reg-
gina goalkeeper Massimo Taibi,
on loan from Manchester
United, parried a shot from
Milan's Spanish striker Jose
Mari.

Shevchenko, the league’s top
scorer, notched the 22nd goal of
his debut season after joining
from Dynamo Kiev.

Andrea Pirlo, a gifted 20-
year-old playmaker, pulled one
back for the hosts with a
sweetly-struck free-Kick in the
25th minute but it finished 2- |

DEL PIERO

Inter Milan took their re-
venge on bogey club Bari. who
had won all five of their previ-
ous meetings, beating the
southerners 3-0 here at San
Siro.

Benoit Cauet 'scored' for In-
ter after 24 minutes. The
French midfielder happened to
be standing in the way of Argen-
tinian skipper Javier Zanetti's

for Juve

shot and the ball ricocheted off
his shin, wrongfooting the Bari
‘keeper.

Compatriot Laurent Blanc
added the second 11 minutes
later, rising on the edge of the
six-metre box to head in a free-
kick from Uruguayan Alvaro
Recoba.

Roberto Baggio added the
third, pouncing on a defensive
blunder to rifle home a low 20-
metre shot in the 50th minute-
securing Inter's first wion since
the derby on March 5.

Galliani's mini champi-
onship sees Milan ahead of

Parma on goal difference with |

54 pomts apiece, trailed by In-
ter (H2) and Roma (51)

Lidinese drew 0-0 with
Torino, while Bologna eased
their fears of relegation by beat-
ing Perugia 2-1.

Swedish giant Kennet An-
dersson was Bologna's hero,
mlpplyin% the pass for veteran
striker Giuseppe Signori to
score in the 14th minute and
then scoring their second a
minute later.

Perugia's Nicola Amoruso
made it 2-1 in the 20th minute,

Claudio Bonomi scored a
goal in each half as Lecce beat
Cagliari 2-1. Substitute Daniele
Conti, the son of 1982 World
Cup winner Bruno, volleyed in
Cagliari's consolation goal in
the 89th minute.

Relegation strugglers
Venezia were 2-0 up over Verona
with 10 minutes left but still
had to settle for a point.

Venezia's Croatian striker
Igor Budan scored for the sec-
ond weekend running as they
took the lead and aurizio
Ganz, on loan from AC Milan,
added the second in the 78th
minute,

But Brazillan Adailton
scored for Verona two minutes
later with a majestic 25-metre
free-kick and Emililano Salvetti
notched the 85th minute
equallser.

The second half was marred
though by racist Insults by
Verona fans who targetted
Venezia's black French defender
Bruno N'Gotty.

Rangers reign supreme

GLASGOW. Apr
23: Holders Rang-
ers won their 49th
Scottish Premier
League title on
Saturda after
second-placed
Celip hiew -1 with Hibernian
at 'arkhead, reports AFP.

Rangers, who visit St John-
stone on Sunday, have 75
points from 30 games, 17 ahead
of Celtic who now have only
five gan. ) play.

The champions have won 11
league titles in the last 12 sea-

to delay the inevitable, could
| only draw against Hibernian.

-

sons. Celtic, who needed victory

Rangers manager Dick Ad-
vocaal dedicated his side's tri-
umph to chalrman David Mur-
ray and the fans at Ibrox.

_Rangers could yet complete a
domestic double should tliey de-
feat bottom-club Aberdeen in
the Scottish Cup final at Hamp-
den Park on May 27.

Stuart Lovell's 31st minute
gaal for Hibernlan was can-
celled out by Stephane Mahe's
individual effort with 11 min-
utes remaining - but that was
net enough to deprive Rangers
their glory. _

r Celtic's lapse was a litting
conclusion to a season during
which Rangers' deserved win-

- -

ning the Championship has
had much to do with Cellic's
knack of self-destructing at vi-
tal times.

The summer buzz that fol-
lowed Kenny Dalglish and John
Barnes' arrival at Celtic has
roved misplaced optimism as

angers have regained the title
with a month of the season re-
malning.

Rangers can move some 20
points clear at the top with a
win on Sunday and whoever
succeeds Barnes this summer
must recognise the damage sus-
tained this term cannot surely
be repaired overnight.

LONDON, Apr 23: Former
Manchester United captain
Steve Bruce pald tribute to Sir
Alex Ferguson on Sunday after
the relgning champlons secured
thelr sixth Premiership title on
Saturday, reports AFP.

Bruce, who played under
Ferguson at Old Trafford and
was an integral part of the side
which won back-to-back cham-
piunshlra in 1993 and 1994,
sald: "This Is the toughest, hun-
griest, meanest and most cussed
competitor I've ever met in the
whole of my football life. To be
any use to him, you have to
win."”

"Every sacrifice Is worth it
for the benefit of the club. For
him there is no other agenda,”
added Bruce, who {s now man-
ager of First Division Hudders-
field Town.

Another former United star
Bryan Robson added: "I'd love to
have been five years younger
and able to play alongside the
tremendous young talent that
has been the mainstay of Unit-
ed's Premiership dominance
over the past eight years.

"United are still young
enough to go on dominating and
the rest of us have to face up to
the task of trying to overtake
them," sald Robson. currently
boss of Premiership outfit
Middlesbrough.

"This will surely not be Sir
Alex's last triumph. | believe
there is every likelihood of himn
going out in a blaze of glory and
winning the Premliership in
both of his remaining years at
the club.”

Meanwhile, Lelcester man-
ager Martin O'Neill, fancied by
many to replace Ferguson when
he retires, was full of praise for
United's latest achievement:
"I've got total admiration for
United and Sir Alex Ferguson.
They are way above everyone
else in England.

"The problem now is what do
the other clubs do to catch up
with them? They have the [i-
nancial power and player

~ strength to get bigger and big-

ger."

Aston Villa boss John Gre-
gory added: "They are simply in
a league of their own and the

rest of us must do something to

close the gap quickly."

Glenn Hoddle, former Eng-
land coach and who is now in
charge at The Dell added: "Con-
%ratulations to Manchester

nited. They are well ahead of
anyone else In the Premiership
and I still think they are the
best team in Europe.

"If anyone analyses their
game from Wednesday night
they will realise how close they
were to winning it. They could-
n't have played much better go-
ing forward with the ball.

"l just hope we don't end up
with a Glasgow Rangers sce-

nario where they are winning it

vear after year. That would be
sad for English football but it's
not United's fault.

"They have five or six
youngsters who are not guing to
hit their peak until they're 28 or
29 and if they're still at United
they will go from strength to
strength.”

Mixed luck for
African babes

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 23:
One African football light-
weight survived and another
crumbled in World Cup
preliminary-round, second-leg
ames at the weekend, reports

FP.

Unseeded Madagascar
reached the mini-league second
phase of the qualifying compe-
tition with a 2-1 aggregate vic-
tory over Gabon despite losing
1-0 in Libreville.

But the twin-island state of
Sao Tome e Principe, who took
a two-goal lead to Sierra Leone,
could not repeat their first-leg
performance and crashed 4-0 in
Freetown.

Morocco striker Abdelfettah
al-Khattari scored twice during
the first half to give his country
a 2-0 victory over Gambia in
Casablanca. The Atlas Lions
advanced 3-0 on aggregate.

Mighty Nigeria thrashed lit-
tle Eritrea 4-0 in Lagos on Sat-
urday to put behind them the
embarrassment of being held to

a 0-0 draw by the Eritreans a
forthnight ago.

The Super Eagles complete
with their top European stars
attacked from the blast of Cape
Verdian referee Monteiro
Dueatre's whistle. Jonathan
Akpoborie, Benedict Akwuegbu,
Sunday Oliseh and Tijjani Ba-
bangida all came close to scor-
ing within the first ten minutes.

Tunisia outclassed Maurita-
nia 3-0 In Tunis with an own
goal by Bilal Sidibi prec‘edlu;i
strikes from Zied Jaziri anc
Taoufik Mhadhibi. The result
was a foregone conclusion after
Mauritania had lost 2-1 at
home, :

A superb first-half header by
Daniel Cousin from French
lower-league club Niort brought
Gabon a hollow victory before «
5,000 crowd in the Central
Alrican nation.

Crack Malagasy striker
Hary Randrianaivo was foiled
several times by the brilliance
of goalkeeper Germain Men-
dome and had the ball in the net
during the second half only for
the Cameroon referee to rule
offside.

Sierra Leoneans had a rare
chance to celebrate as the coun-
try struggles to recover from
civil war. Chernor Mansaray,
who plays for a club i the
United Arab Emirates, broke

the deadlock after 32 minuntes, |

He struck again 60 seconds
into the second half to level the
tie on aggregate, Croatia-based
Abu Kanu scored the third and
amateur Siddigque Mansaray
completed the rout of Sao Tome
with 12 minutes left.
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LONDON, Apr 23
(AFP): Sir Alex
Ferguson sald on
Sunday his desire
to make Premlier-
ship champlons
Manchester United even better
will never die,

The United boss, who has
equalled Bob Paisley's record of
six league titles, Insists his
hunger is still strong and that
he has no intention of stepping
aside In the midst of United’'s
supreme dolination of English
football.

Sir Alex sald: "A lot of people
sald at the start of the season |
should resign after winning the
Treble because there was no
hunger there now, but the
hunger comes from the players
themselves.

"At 58, a manager could eas-
ily go about things in a more se-
date manner and be less aggres-
sive. In many ways | am a more
mellow person but, If the play-
ers have the drive, I can enjoy
that drive,

"Rather than sit back on last
year, they've gone on to prove
themselves. That's why | think
they're the best Manchester
United side ever.”

Sir Alex is a great admirer of
United legends like George Best,
Sir Bobby Charlton and Denis
Law, but he belleves he has as-
sembled Old Trafford's finest-
ever team.

The Busby Babes side, cru-
elly destroyed in the Munich air
crash of 1958, had fantastic po-

tential, but were never {able to
yeak together as Fergie's crop

lm:‘?inbudy knows how good

that side would have become
and that's the tragcdy of life.”
sald the United boss, before
vowing to take his players to
even greater helghts.

Ferguson Is eager to conquer
Europe again after United sur-
rendered thelr Champions
League crown with a defeat by
Rea? Madrid.

e
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SIR ALEX FERGUSON
He added: "I think we can
still get better In terms of mati-

rity. Not in terms of abjlity be-
cause the players are at their

peak, but we have got to improve

our tactical
maturity.”

The camaraderle and spirit
the Old Trafford dressing

ability and

in

room have strengthened the be-

lief and determination that the
manager has instilled in the
club since arriving in Novem-

[ =
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Sir Alex aiming even higher

ber 1986,
Sir Alex said: "I've been
lucky to always have a group of
layers who epitomised my
unger and determination In
life. 1 wasn't a great player, but |
wanted to be great.

‘Il was fortunate at Aberdeen
where players like Willie Miller
and Alex McLeish were real
winners.

~ "At Manchester United,
when you sit down and think
about players like Bryan Rob-
son and Steve Bruce, well,
you're just lucky.

"According to the medical
report we should never have
signed Brucie. The report sald

he had a bad knee but he never
missed a game. It turned out he

had a cruciate knee injury he
didn’t know about.

"We played Liverpool one day
and Brucie had pulled a ham-
string on the previous Satur-
day. | was thinking about who
to play when he came limpin
down the hill at the CIliff an
told me not to pick the team be-
cause he would be okay.

“Since then, there's been
Keane, Neville, Stam, Beckham.
They've all got great drive in
them.”

United could barely have
stated their intentions better
than by revealing the swoop for
Europe’s hottest property. Ruud
van Nistelrooy, last week.

The PSV Eindhoven striker
is set to move to Old Trafford

for 19 million pounds in the
sumimer.-

RIYADH, Apr 23:
A hattrick from
Brazilian striker
Serglo  Ricardo
pave Saudi Ara-
bia's Al Hilal a
dramatic 3-2
sudden-death extra-time
victory over Japan's Jubilo
Iwata in the Asian Club
Championship final here
Saturday, reports AFP.

Sergio struck the winner 12
minutes into the first period of
extra-time to send the crowd at
the King Fahd International
Stadium into raptures and de-
liver Al Hilal their second
Asian Club Championship title.

Al Hilal coach Anghel Jor-
danescu reflected: "This is a big
victory not just for Al Hilal but
for the whole country.

"It was a fantastic match,-at-
tacks from both sides and ev-
erything about the game was at
a European level. If I mention
any words about the players |
will not be able to say enough.”

Sergio was his club’s

saviour, salvaging the game for
Al Hilal with just pver a minute
o as they trailed 2¢1 to the
ending champions.
A header from Ahmed Al
Dukhi's right-wing cross hit the
back of the net to take the game
into extra-time after the
Japanese club seemed to have
the game under control. ]

Jubilo showed their im-
mense strength of character by
coming back from going an
carly goal behind. :

In an explosive start Sergio
gave Al Hilal the lead after just
three minutes with a blistering
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Ricardo Al Hilal’s hero

free-kick. The Saudls were
awarded the kick after Nawaf
Al Temyat was flattened on the
edge of the area and Serglo, who
signed for Al Hilal last summer,
struck with power and preci-
sion, the ball clipping the un-
derside of the crossbar to beat
Yushi Ozaki in the Jubilo goal.

And the Saudis could have
doubled their advantage nine
minutes later when Mohammed
Al Oromi failed to capitalise on
a bad error by Hideto Suzuki.

[t was a miss Al Hilal were to
rue as Masashi Nakayama, the
man who scored both of Jubilo's
goals in last year's final win
over Esteghlal, was to swoop
again. aohiro Takahara
slipped the ball through to
Toshiva Fujita after a defence-
evading run who found
Nakayama sliding in seven
vards from goal to score the
equaliser.

- Less than 60 seconds later
the champions were ahead. A
cross from the left by Takahiro
Yamanishi was hooked clear by
Abdullah Shireda but only as
far as Takahara who side-
footed the ball home from the
edge of the area. v 9

From there the half descend
into cynicism, mainly on the
part of the disgruntled Saudis,
whose rash challenges went un-
punished too often Dby
Malaysian referee S. Seleara-
jan. It was only a matter of time
before things got out of hand
and Takashi Fukunishi was
lucky to only receive a yellow
card after a lungr on Khamis
Owairan as the vapanese be-
came frustrated at the referee’s

cal hosts.

The Al Hilal players were in-
censed, surrounding the referee
and a bout of pushing and finger
pointing between captains
Nakayama and Sami Al Jaber
ensued.

As the Saudis went In search
of the equaliser they left them-
selves vulnerable to Jubilo's
counter-attacks. But neither
Nakayama nor Takahara could
find the back of the net.

With time running out it was
Sergio again who was to prove
Al Hilal's saviour, the Brazilian
stooping to head home Ahmed
Al Dukhi's cross from the right
with just over a minute left on
the clock to take the game into
sudden-death extra-time.

Up stepped Sergio again, to
write his name into the history
books as a hero of the blue half
of Riyadh's football. A strong
run by Sami Al Jaber took the
Saudi international past Hideto
Suzuki and to the bye-line,
from where he cut the ball back
to the unmarked Brazilian in
the six-yard box.

Alter taking a touch to

_steady biimself, Sergio slipped

“the ‘ball between the legs of
Ozaki to give Al Hilal their first
Asian title since 1991.

Gjokica Hadzievski, losing
coach, said: "Maybe we were a
little bit unlucky but I said be-
fore the game that if we lost |
would be less unhappy only be-
cause | was losing to my good
friend Anghel lordanescu.

"Maybe | made a mistake. If 1
had put on a defender for the
last five minutes we might have
had a better result but we don't
play defensive football.”

reluctance to punish the physi-
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Hattrick hero Sergio Ricardo (C) of Al Hilal being tackled
players during the Asian Club Championship final in Riyadh on April 22.
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by a couple of Jubilo Iwata
—AFP photo

‘Bundesli ga

BERLIN, Apr 23;
Hertha Berlin's 1-
) victory at relega-
Hon-threatene
S5V Ulm brought
the club nearer to
qualifying for a
second consecutive appearance
in the European Champions
League, reports AFP,

erlin, eliminated in the
Champions League second
phase this season, jumped in to
the last qualifying spot in
fourth place thanks to defender
Marko Rehmer in the 51st
minute,
‘We must score a few more
points if we want to qualify for
the Champions League, said
Rehmer, who had to be substi-
tuted with a leg injury.
General manager Dieter
Hoeness also said they didn't
have far to go to book their
berth in Europe's premier club

tle bit to do

Hertha stay on course

“There's still a lit-
but it's looking
ood. If we win our next match

against Freiburg, that will be a

step in the right direction.

At the other end of the table.
bottom club MSV Duisburg were
relegated following a 3-1 win at
home to Hansa Rostock.

1860 Munich, fourth at the
start of the day, could only draw
1-1 at home to VFB Stuttgart to
drop to fifth a point behind
Berﬂm.

Bayer Leverkusen under-
lined their stranglehold on the
Bundesliga title race on Thurs-
day with a 3-1. win at Werder
Bremen which sent them six

oints clear of holders Bavern

Tunich. ;

Both clubs have already
qualified for next season's

hampions League with third-
placed Hamburg SV almost cer-
tain to do so.

competition.

Ulf Kirsten and Paulo Rink
with a header scored within five
minutes of each other around
the half hour and Ze Roberto
added a third four minutes be-
fore the break before Dirk
Flock netted an 86th minute
consolation for outplayed
Werder,

Christoph Daum's league.
leaders - who have never won
the title - now have 67 points
from 31 games with Bayern on
61 from 30.

Bayern have the chance 1o
claw back some of that deficit at
Borussia Dortmund in Sunday's

late game.

In other Saturday games, ViL
Wolfsburg won 3-2 at home to
Kaiserslautern to oust themn
from sixth spot though both
clubs are on 46 points, three be-
hind Berlin in the final Cham-
pions League place.




