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HSC exams Apr 27
392 yet to get
admit cards
in Bagerhat

BAGERHAT, Apr 23: A total
of 392 examinees of the district

may not be able to sit for HSC
examinations beginning

Thursday across the country al-

legedly due to negligence of col-
lege authorities, reports UNB.
Only three days before com-
mencement of the
tions, these students are yet (o

get admit cards, the candidates |

complained,

College authorities, how-
ever, acknowledged that adinit
cards of 232 students were

withheld by the board for faulty '

filling of registration forms
and subject-code cards.

"The other 160 students still |
don't know why they are not |

getting admit cards,” sald one
college principal.

The aggrieved examinees
held the t'tlllt‘gt‘ authorities re-
sponsible for the failure while
the teachers blaming the stu-
dents for the irregularities.

The principals of Chital-
mari Degree College and Banga-
bandhu Women College told the
news agency that they were still
trying to collect admit cards for
385 students of the two colleges
from the Jessore Education

Board "

Khaleda

From ]"tlgr‘ l

against the BNP leaders and
workers while the ruling party
goons are resorting to terror-
isin. Police are arresting only
BNP activists.

Some 500 detainees are
stuffed in the Feni jail against a
capacity of 122, Khaleda said

'he opposition leader
warned the local administra-
tion that the consequences will
not be good if they carry on re-
pressive activities "at the sweel
will of any individual.

"We are writing down name
and address of those carryving
out illegal orders of ruling
party. Reply will be given in due |
time,” she warned

Protesting the Kkilling of two
Bangladeshi nationals by In- |
dian BSF personnel at the Feni
frontier, Khaleda said the gov-
errnment tt'lll;lt not take NEcCeEs-
sary action due to its weak-
kneed foreign policy as well as
subservient attitude to the
neighbouring country

Presided over by Mosharraf
Hossain MP, the meeting was

—_— =

\lso addressed by Oli Ahmed,
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, |
Khondoker Mosharrat Hossain, |
ZA Khan Akbar Hossain,
Mirza Abbas, Sadek Hossain
Khoka. Salauddin Qader Chow-
dhury and Mahbubul Alam
Tara

BSS adds: Referring to the

it ol a ruling party

reported tlh {
MP in Feni about
Feni-1 constituency,
held by Khaleda herself, in the
forthcoming general elections
she said people will not allow
anyone 1o capture

their representative.

She said Awami League cap-
tured power by rigging in the
1996 elections.

Quoting a newspaper report
that Awami League will get only
31 seats and the opposition al-
liance will get 269 seats, she
said the AL will not even gect 31
seats in future election

Khaleda alleged that AL ac-
tivists obstructed the BNP
workers at different points, in-

capturing the

cluding Chhagalnaiya. Por-
suram, Fulgazi and Dagon-
bhuivan, from joining her

meeting

She also demanded the ar- |
the pro-govt top terror- |

rest ol
ist at Feni.,” who, she alleged,
had closed down polytechinic
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the seat of |

examina- |

= with the members of the CL(

position yet to
finalise next

action programme

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the BNP-led op-
position alliance continued
discussion to finalise mnext
course of action programmes (o
be announced from a joint pub-
lic meeting at Rajshahi tomor-
row.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia, Jatiyva Party Chairman H
M Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islami
Ameer Golam Azam and Islamd
Oikya Jote Chairman Azizul
Haq will address the ““"'””E}-
Earlier, they addressed such
meetings in Dhaka and Chit-
tagong '

Sources said the Central Li-
aison Comimittee Is yet to li-
nalise a series of programimes |t
had drafted, including a coun-
trywide dawn-to-dusk hartal to
protest ruling party's recent
remarks on High Court judges
as chiefs of the parties did not
give their consent about the
programine, till last night.

"No programme has yet been
finalised as there are diller-
ences among the policy makers

.af the BNP about the draft pro-

grammes prepared by the liai-
son committee,” sald a BNP
Standing Committee member
"Fresh programmes are likely
to be finalised tomorrow
(Monday)," he said.

He sald discussion is going
on at BNP's top level where pol-
icy makers are giving their
opinion for and against the
proposed hartal of the CLC on
May 4

Sources said most of the se-

nior leaders have suggested
party Chairperson Khaleda Zia
should first observe govern-

ment's motive behind its latest
move against the judiciary and
the judges

[hey said Khaleda Zia is not
personally interested to call
hartal because she is now busy
with hectic mass contact pro-
grammes in different parts of
the country. During her imeeting
Ol

Saturday, she advised them to

take up tougher programmmes af-
ter observing the government's
motive on judiciary.

Sources at the BNP said a
section of BNP leaders and (ts
alllance partners are pressing
to go for tougher action pro-
grammes centering the judicial
issue, Alliance partners and
BNP's hardliners suggested the
BNP chief that a vigorous
movement can easily be
launched through announcing
counter programmes against
the AL

But Khaleda Zia and other
policy makers of the party sald
they want to first observe tnhe
government's motive and then
take decision, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the members ol
the CLC vyesterday met JP
Chairman H M Ershad at his
Baridhara residence at 12.30
pm. Jamaat Ameer Golam

Azam at Jamaat central office |
at 6 pm and 10J chief Azizul |

Haq at his office at 7.30 pm.
Sources sald they discussed

about the draft

with the chiefs of three parties.

Talking to The Daily Star af-
ter the meetings, Jamaat assis-
tant secretary general Mo-
hammmad Kamaruzzaman, who

is representing the party at the |

CLC, sald "We have got unani-
mous views from the four chiefs
and their views are almost
same,” he sald, adding that the
chiefs have approved the draft
programmes prepared by the
Y

Another CLC member said
though the chiefs have okayed
the draft programimmes but those
are vet to finalise. He said the
proposed date for hartal on May
4 may be shifted while other
programmes will remain un-
changed

He said most of the CLC
members will accompany their
respective party chiefs during
their visit to Rajshahi to attend
a joint public meeting

institute and damaged the med- |

ical college

Radars

Fromm Page |

With the installation of the
two new radars. the number of
air defence radars would rise to
S1X.
are low looking and one posi-
tioned at Tangall is high pow-
ered and capable of scanning
the horizon. Its surveillance
radius Is arbund 240 miles. The
new look down' radars have a
scan radius of around BO miles
each

The radar procurement fol-
lows acquisition of sophisti-
cated MIG-29 aircraft by the
BAF.

“These aircralt pPac ked
with both speed and punch and

are

POSSESS Superior AVIONICS
which make them capable of
engaging intruding aircraft

within seconds. The new radars
would bolster the Air Force's
early warning system further,”
sald defence analyst,

Of the existing four, three |

|
|

Angry examinees

rom Page ]

about 11 a.1m. and waited three
hours but they didn't get an ap-
pointment

A guardian said an official
from the prime minister's oflice
told them to talk to the board
authorities about the issue

He also said that none of the
students were on campus during
the attack and could not have
been involved

“We held a rally in Shahbag
at that tiine the incident

uld be conspiracy hatched 11_\'
the college authorities.”

UNB adds: Education Min-
istry vesterday spumed sugges-
tion of its parliamentary
watchdog for allt:r'.n'ini_{ the 132
girls of Motijheel Model College
to sit for HSC examination on
humanitarian grounds.

It will be an irregularity and
if it is done once, question of
considering thousands such
anomalies will come, Educa-
tion Minister A S H K Sadique
and Education Secretary Kazi
Rakib Uddin Ahmed were
learnt to have said

They informed a meeting of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education Min-
istry at Sangsad Bhaban in the

Shima rape case
Accused policemen
seek transfer of

case to another court

CHITTAGONG, Apr 23: The
police personnel, accused of
concealing the evidence of rape
and murder of a young girl,
Shima, today sought transfer of
the case to another court, re-
ports UNB.

Granting the petition, fourth
Special District and Sesslon's
Judge A S A Mahfuz ruled that
the accused should secure the
High Court order for shifting
the case to another court by
May 15, failing which hearing
would resume on the following
day (May 16).

Advocate Elina Khan, a hu-
man right activist, who filed
the case observed that the ac-
cused wanted to kill time and
thus obstruct the process of
trial.

Shima was raped and mur-
dered by some policemen in cus-
tody In Rawzan thana few years
ago.
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morning that the female stu-
dents would be allowed in the
exam in 2001,

[t is humanly not possible
that the girls will complete a 2-
year syllabus in only three
weeks. Now they will get a year
to get prepared,” the Education
Secretary said to justify min-
iIstry's stance on the issue.

The girls were denied per-
mission by Dhaka Education
Board to sit for the HSC exami-
nation, beginning April 27, as
they. while registering, mistak-

enly mentioned the subjects not |

permitted for the college.

Meeting sources said the par-
liamentary body asked the
ministry to take toughest ac-
tion against the concerned offi-
clals and teachers whose mis-
takes landed the girls in such
an unwanted situation.

"Action should be taken
against the responsible people
so that such mistakes don't re-
cur in future, all remain careful
about the consequences of such
follies,” said committee chair-
man Nurul Islam Nahid.

Raozan plant
From Page |

a number of blades damaged.

The PDB authorities blame
CMEC for the mishap, saying
that it did not hand over the
information guidebook of the
plant.

But the sources said ineffi-
ciency of PDB employees is the
cause of the disaster.

They said that on April 10,
poor operation by PDB employ-
ees caused the turbine to vi-
brate. As a precaution, the op-
erators shut down the plant. On
the following day, without in-
vestigating the cause of turbine
vibration, the operators
restarted the plant. The turbine
failed.

Unlike the first unit of the
Raozan plant, which is known
to have tripped more frequently
than any other plant in the
country, the second unit had
been performing satisfactorily
under the technical supervision
of the Chinese company since
September 97

After its hand-over In 1998,
CMEC had been operating the
plant under an operation and
maintenance contract till
September 21 last year. After-
wards, PDB assured an exten-
sion of the contract and CMEC
continued to work till October
10 last year when PDB pgave it a
notice to withdraw from the
plant.

But the plant faced an un-
wanted shut-down In October
last year and PDB reassigned
CMEC to operate it for the next
three mmltﬁl:-..

PDB expressed its plan to
extend the contract but delayed
the process till March. An ex-
tension contract was signed in
March but CMEC was not given
any schedule to start operation.

The sources sald that the two
units of Raozan power plant re-
quire over 470 personnel for
operation and maintenance but
there arg only over 200 now.

§

programines |

Members of the Christian Community at a prayer session on South Plaza of the Sangsad
Bhaban on the occasion of Easter Sunday yesterday.

— Star photo

Computér pmgt'ammmg
contest now to be

held at nat'l level
PM tells BUET delegation

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina announced yesterday
that computer programmin
competition would now be hel
at national level annually as
part of the measures to flourish
information technology indus-
try, reports UNB.

"We have given utmost im-
portance to the development of
science and technology and
flourishing information tech-
nology," she told a delegation of
BUET who joined international
computer programming contest
in USA and met the prime min-
ister at her office to apprise her
of their good performance.

The BUET team secured 1 1th
I)nsltiun in the prestigious in-
ernational computer pro-
gramming competition held at
Orlando in Florida from March
15 to 19.

The prime minister an-
nounced that she would give Tk
| lakh each to three members of
the team who took part in the
international computer pro-
gramming contest.

They are Mostaq Ahmed,
Monirul Abedin and Rubaiyat
Ferdous.

Hasina said the government
has taken steps to remove ob-
stacles to the growth of software
industry and spread Informa-
tion technology.

"We have also opened up V-
sat and Internet service for
smooth growth of the sophisti-
cated Industry,” she said,
adding that the government has
also opened up Internet, e-mail
and fax systems for data
transmission under digital
data-network systems.

She said the government has
already allocated 47 acres of
land in Mohakhali to set up an
IT village and 144 acres of land
in Kaliakoir to establish high-
tech park.

"We have also taken mea-
sures to have connection with
the optical fiber-link which has
connected the continent with
submarine cable for easy data
trannsmission across the world,”
she told the delegation.

Hasina said to rear skilled
manpower in science-and tech-
nology sector the government
had introduced Bangabandhu
fellowship.

Under the programme re-
searchers will get scope to get
higher studies in Asia, Europe
and America.

For implementing this ten-
year project the govermment
has allocated Tk 12 crore from
its own resources to send meri-
torious researchers abroad for
obtaining higher skills.

Bangladesh will lead
UN Kosovo mission

NEW L X R I SPA DT 28k
Bangladesh will lead a delega-
tion of the United Nations %e-
curity Council on a special mis-
sion to Kosovo later this week,
reports BSS.

Ambassador Anwarul Karim
Chowdhury, Bangladesh's per-
manent representative to the
United Nations, will lead the
Kosovo mission. The eight-
member delegation leaves on
April 27 on the five-day mis-

StanChart

From Page 1

Bangladesh, has employed
more than 400 people while the
SCB, with six branches, has
employed more than 200 people.

The acquisition will patch a
hole for StanChart, which
while headquartered in Britain
has 40 per cent of its assets in
Asia. ANZ, one of the three
biggest banks in the South Asia,
will give StanChart access to
500,000 new customers and 40
branches in India.

The unit is expected to be
sold In the first week in May
and StanChart will retain
Grindlays' name, Bloomberg fi-
nancial news service said quot-
ing bank people.

An ANZ spokesman In Aus-
tralia told the news service,
“It's a unique business fran-
chise, so we do get approached
from time to time.” But he de-
clined to comment on any ad-
vances from StanChart.

The news service also re-
ported, for ANZ, the sale offers
the chance to exit a market in
which it has never reached its
profit targets. ANZ, which was
founded in London in 1835 as
the bank of Australla, bought
Grindlays Bank Ple in 1984,

Head of financial services at
HSBC Securities Australia Ltd
told Bloomberg that the risk
profile of Grindlays was inap-
propriate for ANZ's boarder
strategy. 1ISBC estimates the

book value ol 146-year-old ANZ
Grindlays at AS |1 billion.
ANZ's South Aslan region -
including Bangladesh, India,
Sri Lanka and Nepal - made a
profit of AS 104 million In the
12 months to September, down
22 per cent on the year-earlier
erjod, as local lending In India
}Ell. reported Bloomberg finan-

4 ¢lal news service.

The other members of the
delegation are the ambassadors
of Argentina, Canada, China,
Jamaica, Malaysia, Russia and
the Ukraine.

The UN Security Council de-
cided recently to send special
missions to Kosovo and the
Democratic Republic of Congo
to see the implementation of
the Council's decisions in these
strife-torn parts of the world.

The mission to the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, led by
Ambassador Richard Hol-
brooke of the United States,
will leave on May 8.

The task of the team led by
Bangladesh will be to observe
the activities of the United Na-
tion's interim administration
in Kosovo and gain a greater
understanding of the situation
on the ground.

The council's mission Is ex-
pected to convey a strong mes-
sage to all concerned on the
need to reject violence, ensure
compliance with the council's
decision in order to restore
normalcy to the region,

Missions to areas of conflict
do not take place often. The
only other time such a mission
was sent was In the case of East
Timor. The council organized a
mission to secure the support of
the Indonesian authorities for
the territory's peaceful transfer
to independence.

Bangladesh became a non-
permanent member of the
council last year for the second
time. Its two-year tenure began
on January 1, 2000.

11 shops gutted

in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Apr 23: Eleven
shops were gutted in a fire at
Sreerampur in Raipura thana
on Saturday night, reports

UNB. I

Fire Brigade sources sald the
fire originated from an electric
short-circuit at a sweetmeat
shop at around 11:30 pm and

'Jabbarer Boli
Khela' in Ctg

tomorrow

CHITTAGONG, Apr 23: Tra-
ditional wrestling competition,
popularly known as 'Jabbarer
Boll Khela', will be held at the
Laldighi ground here on April
25, reports BSS.

Minister for Labour and
Employment M A Mannan will
remain present on the occasion
as chief guest, organisers said.

Wrestlers from all over the
country will participate in the
competition.

Jabbar Sowdaghar of
Boxirhat, a freedom fighter had
introduced the competition in
1909 to build up healthy youths
to fight the British rule, organ-
isers said.

Rivals cut tendons
of BCL leader
in Gournadi

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 23: A BCL
leader was seriously injured as
his rivals attacked him at
Gournadi thana headquarters
here today.

Police and witnesses said,
Khokan Mallick, 25, a student
of Gournadi College and vice-
president of the college unit BCL
came under attack allegedly led
by Ikhtiar, brother of Bakhtiar,
joint-convenor, BCL Gournadi
Pourashava unit, today in front
of the college.

The attackers cut the ten-
dons of hands and legs of
Khokan.

Khokan belongs to Rumi
group. Rumi is the convenor of
BCL Gournadi Poura unit.

Rivalry between the two
groups is going on for years,
sources said.

Khokan was sent to Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital. is condition Is
stated to be critical, hospital
source said.

Bangladesh Biman has de-
cided to Introduce a once a week
flight between Dhaka and New
York via Dubal and London by
June 3, Biman sources said.

The existing twice a week
flight to New York via Delhi
and Brussels would also con-
tinue.

Besides, One more Airbus
flight would be added shortly to
the twice weekly schedule in
Sylhet-London route,

Biman would procure an-
other DC-10-30 and its fourth
Alrbus 310-300 aircraft to facil-
itate operation of the new
flights and reduce pressure on
its long haul fleet of five DC-10-
30 aircraft. Both the aircraft
would be procured ‘on a long

sald.

Biman management board
took the decisions at a meeting
on Saturday,

The long awalited flight to
New York via Dubai and Lon-
don iIs likely to reduce losses of
the national airlines, officials
hoped.

The Dhaka-New York flight
via Delhi and Brussels was op-

term dry lease’, the sources -

Biman flight via Dubai,
& London by June 3

By Shehab Ahmed

craling at a huge loss because
the airline did not get adequate
passengers in this route.

But its efforts to operate via
London was stalled so far by the
British Aviation Authorities. [t
agreed to allow Biman add one
more {light at Heathrow alrport
on a reciprocal basis that al-
lowed British Alrways to oper-
ate two additional flights to
Dhaka from London, raising
the total to seven a week.

Biman would not be allowed
to take New York bound passen-
gers from London.

The national airlines now
operates seven flights to Lon-
don a week, five from Dhaka
and two from Sylhet.

Biman now has 13 aircraft
in its fleet Including three F-28s
and two ATPs.

Meanwhile, Biman has ap-
pointed New York's Cjtibank as
a consultant to find itself a
‘strategic partner’ under a
blueprint for privatisation. The
World Bank Is funding the two
million dollar project that
would off-load 49 per cent
shares of the airlines.

From Page 1

The land developer invited
PDB and AES in December to
inspect the land. After inspec-
tion, AES clalmed that the site
was defective, which must be
taken care of before take-over.

In such a conflicting situa-
tion, PDB’s consultant E}r land
development Mott McDonald
allegedly played an ambiguous
role In certifying CW&EC'S
work. Mott McDonald and
CWHEC are represented by the
same local agent, who was a
minister in the present gov-
ernment.

The conflict intensified last
week when Mott McDonald
abruptly iIssued a 'take-over
certificate' (TOC) to CWHEC for
Section 1 of the work without
proper authorisation from
PDB.

PDB had earller formed a
corhmittee to review the |ssues
and report to its’ Board with
recommendations. But even
before the committee could re-
view the {ssues and make a re-
port to the PDB Board, the con-
sultant, in its capacity as ‘em-
ployer's representative’, issued
the TOC.

“This unauthorised and ille-
gal action of the consultant has
raised questions about its con-
flict of interest,” one source
said. “It is very unclear why
and under whose authority
Mott McDonald issued the
TOC.® '

To avoid embarrassment,
PDB management later in-
structed its committee to im-
mediately submit its report
“recommending” issuance of
the TOC.

Issuance of the TOC to
CWHEC has significant impli-
cations. As per the contract,
CWHEC is supposed to be pe-
nalised with a daily fine of Tk
14 lakh for failing to deliver the
land in time. This means, PDB

AES-PDB legal battle

could have collected over Tk 40
crore as penalty from CWHEC
since July. Issuance of the TOC
may make PDB forfeit the
claim.

Earlier this month, the En-
ergy Minister asked PDB about
registration of the Meghnaghat
LLA. PDB had said that it was
still being processed. The LLA
was supposed to be registered
within 60 days of signing,
which took place in July 29 last
year.

PDB had served two similar
notices to AES earlier to take
over the land but AES gave a no-
tice for removal of the defects.

The 450 MW Meghnaghat
Project is the country's biggest
power scheme with one of the
world’s lowest power tariff of-
fers. The project is scheduled to
be completed in 2002.

Heroin seized

From Page 1

Abdul Karim were arrested in
connection with the case.

In another raid, Tejgaon po-
lice seized 1 kilogram of heroin
fromm an Army Naik in Karwan
Bazar Saturday night. Kamal
Uddin, 30, was arrested in con-
nection with the case.

According to police, the Naik
arrived at a hotel in Karwan
Bazar to sell the drug.

However, sources in the De-
partment of Narcotics Control
said 500 grams of the consign-
ment was opium and the rest
was heroin.

Nasim

From Page 1

tack on the vehicles.

Inspector general of police
AYBI Siddiqui said formation
of crime-prevention cells with
the help of BGMEA is a rare ex-
ample which will promote el-
forts for reducing crimes F
community policing.

New Address

Dhukuria Bera Branch

Branch shifting

Janata Bank, Dhukuria Bera Branch has been
shifted Today the 24th April form the old

address to new premises

Janata Bank

soon engulfed the 10 other
shops.

Mouja- Bera

Dag No. S.A.-1569, 1570
Hal Dag No-2775, Khatian No. SA-40
Hal Khatian No-2147 J.L. No.-102
Touji No-08, Post office-Dhukuria Bera
P.s.- Belkuchi, Dist. Serajgon;.

Old Address

Janata Bank

Dhukuria Bera Branch

Mouja- Bera

Dag No-1390/2586

Khation No-1503/3, J.L. No-102

Post Office-Dhukuria
P.s.- Belkuchi, Dist. Serajgon.

All patrons and well wishers are requested to transact
Banking functions with the newly shifted premises.

Janata Bank

Dhaka Bangladesh

Firefighting units from
Bhairab and Polash thana
rushed to the spot and extin-
Fulshcd the blaze after one and
1alf hours.

At least 10 people received

minor Injuries while trying to

save their property,
|
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