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Exciting win
for Eaglets

Sports Reporter

New Eaglets Club recorded
an excit one-wicket win over
Tongi Cricketers in their Third
Division cricket league match
at the City Club ground yester-
day.
1"lm a low-scoring affair, New
Eaglets reached 123 for nine in
34 overs thanks to an unbeaten
31 by middle-order batsmai
Ejaz. Earlier Tongl were dis-
missed for 121 in 35 overs.

Young Pegasus beat Pallabi
Cricket Club by five wickets at
the Uttara Police Lines Club.

Needing 124 to win in 35
overs, the winners re uired
only 24 overs (o race to 127 for
five with opener Masud ham-

mering highest 34.

Pallabi Cricket Club v Young

Venue: Uttara Police Lines
Pallabi Cricket Club: 123 all
out in 28.4 overs (Russell 25
n.0.. Mohiuddin 24, Fazle 19;
| Kohinoor 3/20). |
Young Pegasus: 127 for 5 In
24 overs (Masud 34, Sumon
16. Nirala 12; Sumit 2/25).
Result: Young Pegasus won
by five wickets.
Tongi Cricketers v New Ea-
| Venue: City Club

Cricketers: 121 all out
in 32.1 overs (Apple 37, No-
bel 20; Sohel 4/28, Poplu
2/13, Rokon 2/20).
New Eaglets: 123 for 9 in 34
| overs (Ejaz 31 n.o., Sohel 25,
Babu 3/26, Rony 3/25).
Result: New Eaglets won by
one wicket.

B'baria cricket

From Our Correspondent
BRAHMANBARIA, Apr 22:
Surjo Tarun Cricket Club de-
feated Titas Cricket Club by 3
wickets in the Saheed Freedom-
fighter Rangu Mia Cup Cricket
League at the Shahazadapur
High School playground today.

Winning the toss, Titas bat-
ted first and collected 176 runs
for all in 30 overs.

In reply, Surjo Tarun made
177 runs losing 7 wickets in 28
overs. Hamid was the top scorer
with 72 runs.

Hamid was declared man-of-

the-match.

Bayshaki Cup

Shahazadapur Lal Dal de-
feated Shahazadapur Sabuz Dal
by 40 runs in the Bayshaki Cup
match on the occasion of
Bayshaki Mela at Pashchimpur
Primary School playground

yesterday.

Winning the toss, Shahaz-
adapur Lal Dal collected 169
runs losing all wickets in the
stipulated 30 overs.

In reply, Sabuz Dal managed
129 runs losing all wickets, .

Khukan of Lal Dal was de-
clared man-of-the-match.

Laila takes on
Kristina in
China

GUANGZHOU, China, Apr
22: The closest her father came
to fighting in China was
Malaysia. the Philippines and
Indonesia. He also performed
against a wrestler in Japan, re-
ports AP.

Laila Ali breaks new ground
for the family tonight, when
she takes on Kristina King in
Guangzhou, once known as
Canton and the capital of
wealthy Guanagdong province.

On Friday. Ali dismissed the
former prison guard and SWAT
team member from Muskegon,
Michigan, as “just an opponent”
and confidently predicted vic-
tory.

All and King faced off with
fists clenched to pose for pho-
tographers. When Ali didn’t re-
turn King's good luck wishes,
King glared at her and said,
“You should be a little nicer.”

All has won all five of her
fights by knockout. King started
boxing more than two years a%o
as a way to lose weight. Her only
bout was a one-round knockout
on Jan 28,

Promoters said the fight will
be shown on China Central
Television — a new phe-
nomenon for the communist
nation — and a tape-delayed
version will be broadcast
tonight in the United States on
Showtime.

Hamilton
hit hard

HERSHEY, Pen-
nsvlvania, Apr
)2 Chris Albright
scored a %nal in
cach half, leadin
the host Unite
States past Hon
duras 3-0 here Friday in a CON-
CACAF rc%lunal Olympie quali-
fying match, reports AFP.

1e Group D victory all but
secured a berth for the Ameri-
cans in next Friday's semill-
nals, the matches which will
decide what two teams make the
trip to the Sydney Olympics
from North and Central Amer-
ica.

Ben Olsen and Albright, who
both play for Major League Soc-
cer champlons D.C. United,
combined for the first Ameri-
can goal In the 37th minute be-
fore a crowd of 11,241 at Her-
sheypark Stadium.

6[?5::11. a member of the US
natiopal team, ran down the
right wing to the edge of the
penalty area, where he shuffled
a short pass to Albright in the
box. Albright split a pair of de-
fenders and then tapped the ball
into the back of the net to the
outside of goalkeeper Noel Val-
ladares.

Albright, a Philadelphia na-
tive who hasn't scored a goal in
three 2000 MLS matches, con-
nected again in the 77th minute
as Valladares barely knocked
away a right-wing cross by
John Thorrington. The rebound
canie to Albright at the top ol

thie box and the striker fired It
home.

"] was fortunate to get the
ball on my foot today,"” Albright
said. "It's easy when you get

CONCACAF Olympic qualifiers

USA hammer Honduras

service like that.”

Olsen raced down the right
side in the 85th minute before
passing to Thorrington, who
scored from the middle of the

nalty area.

"Honduras is a very good
team. They put us under a lot of
pressure for the first 15 min-
utes of the second hall," US
coach Clive Charles sald. "l
was a very entertaining game.
We were fortunate to win."

Charles was being diplo-
matic as the US team outplayed
the Central Americans for long
stretches. In fact, Albright
caused the Hondurans plenty of
trouble, particularly In the
opening half. During stoppage
time, he raced down the left
wing past Elmer Montoya and
Jalme Rosales, to the top of the
box. He powered a shot that Val-
ladares came out of the net and
blocked.

Valladares was outstanding,
keeping the Hondurans in the
match with several key saves
before the late US surge.

There were doubts as to
whether the Honduran team
would show up. On Wednesday,
the Hondurans had withdrawn
from the tournament, refusing
to travel until they had bonuses
paid to them.

Honduran federation offi-
cials promised checks would be
waiting for the team here. The
players reconciled and showed
up for the game.

Honduras faces Canada in a
must-win situation on Sunday,
while the Americans [face
Canada on Tuesday.

GUATEMALA RIDE

ON RUIZ

Earlier, Carlos Ruiz scored

his second goal in the BIst
minute, lifting Guatemala past
panama 2-1 here Friday in the
(irst game of the qualifying
tournament. The Guatemalan
captain took a pass from Carlos
Quinonez and fired a 20-metre
shot past Panamanian goal-
keeper Oscar MacFarlane and
into the right corner to break a
1-1 deadlock in the Group E
match at Hersheypark Sta-
dinm.

"1 shot the ball stralght to
the goal," Ruiz said. "Than God
it went in."

Guatemala took a 1-0 lead as
Ruiz scored from 12 yards in the
27th minute.

But Panama equalised in the
68th minute on a goal by Anto-
nio Ortega. Manuel Torres orig:-
inated the scoring sequence
with a 30-metre free kick that
Ortega headed home from the
top of of the penalty area past
goalkeeper Luis Pedro Molina.

To advance to next Friday's
semifinals, Panama face a
must-win situation against
Mexico in their next game on
Tuesday.

"We have to beat them six-
nil." Panama coach Gary Stem-
pel said. "We have to believe in
miracles.”

Mexico meets Guatemala on
Sunday,

STANDINGS

Group D

Team W D L GF GA Pus
H'SA | 0 0 3 0 3
Canada bl 0 0 0 0
Honduras 0 0 | 0 3 0
Group E

Guatemala 1 0O 0 2 1 3
Mexico 0 0O 0 0 0 )
Panama 0 O | | 2 0

= Sport

Lookin

BOCA RATON,
Florida, Apr 22:
(Reuters): Having
comne back from
six months of
imjuries to clinch
a Davis Cup tie
and win the sports "fifth
major.” Pete Sampras expects
the good times to keep rolling
when the Grand Slam season
resumes in Europe.

The 28-year-old Sampras
hopes this will be the season
that provides him with a lucky
13th Grand Slam singles trophy
and maybe more. The American
is currently tied with Aus-
tralian Roy Emerson with most
career Grand Slam titles at 12.
Sampras, who beat former
French Open champion Gustavo
Kuerten of Brazil in five sets to
win the big Miami fOurnament
last month. is even plotting to
bring a secret weapon with him
to London when he pursues a
seventh Wimbledon champi-
onship — his parents, Sam and
Georgia.

Sampras' parents, who have
always respected his indepen-
dence since he journeyed onto
the ATP Tour as a teenager in
1988, made a rare courtside ap-
pearance at the recent Davis
Cup quarter-final tie against
the Czech Republic played in
their Los Angeles hometown
earlier this month.

Sampras, who moved back
to the Los Angeles area from

L 2

Florida last year, hopes his
parents will come watch him
play more often.

"My goal in the next couple
vears is to bring them out more
and bring them to Wimbledon,
which is such a big part ol my
career and such an unbelievable

ace to see,” Sampras said.
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PETE SAMPRAS
"They haven't really been to

- Wimbledon and they haven't

really been a part of it,” he said.

Certainly if his parents do
show up in London, Sampras
will do everything to keep from
disappointing them the way he
felt he did in the first match of
the recent Davis Cup tie against
Czech Jiri Novak.

Sampras hit a surprising

to better days

stlnnblmcf, block when he was
outplayed by Novak in the first
match of the Davis Cup tie, but
he lived up to his big-game repu-
tation in his second match by
playing through a left quad in-
jury to beat Slava Dosedel in
straight sets.

In winning the fifth match,
Sampras provided the US team
with a 3-2 victory and a berth
in the Davis Cup semifinal
round against Spain.

The next Grand Slam offers
the .one major title missing
from the Sampras collection —
the French Open, which is
played on a red clay surface that
has confused and disheartened
him in the past and has only al-
lowed him a semifinal berth
once in 1996.

In the past Sampras has
tried tg organise a clay court
season schedule to heighten his
chances to conquer the clay at
Roland Garros, but his efforts
have been to no avalil.

This year Sampras, who has
battled back, hip and leg prob-

lems, is planning on just taking

the French at it comes.

"l won't consider myself the
favourite," Sampras said. "I
consider myself more of a dark
horse that can play well there.
It is just a matter of just letting
it go, letting all the pressure go
and hopefully just play well

‘The last couple of years |
have talked about it too much. I
have to keep it simple.”

GLASGOW, Apr 22: Scottish
Second Division club Hamilton
were left shell-shocked on Fri-
day after the Scottish Football
League deducted 15 points from
them for failing to play thelr

ame at Stenhousemulr, reports
FP.

In a dispute over salaries
players went on strike before
that game at Ochilview and the
Scottish League management
committee has come down
heavily by sending the club to
the foot of the table.

Hamilton chief executive
Bill Sherry sald: "There was a
company on the phone scllin%
outdoor equipment. | askec
them if they had any gallows.

“I'm surprised, disappointed
and still coming to terms with
the decision.

“The case of Middlesbrough
in the English league a few
years ago has been mentioned

to me but that was the club who
failed to play the game.

“In our case, the club was
willing and able lﬂ({.llﬂ}' the

me - the players didn't. That

1as been Ignored but we will see
what the judgement says when
it comes oul,

“There is no right to appeal.
We put our submissions in writ-

Qianhong lifted the title.

BREMEN, Ger-
many, Apr 22
France suffered a
blow in their de-
fence of the men's
table tennis Eu

ropean Champlonship team
title when they lost 4-2 to
unfancied Denmark in the first

round on Friday, reports
Reuters.
Frenchman, Damien Elol

ioslnF
1

mateh in the Group A roun

and 1998 European team title
winners

21-19,

21-6 victory over Martin Mon-

ing to the League - that was our
way of speaking to them - and
we were not al the hearing.”

rad before

21-1921-17.

began the day's biggest upset by
his country's upenln(ﬂg

robin match for the 1984, 1994

when he bowed to
Denmark’s Allan Bensen 21-19, -

Jean-Philippe Gatien, a 1992
Olymplie sflver medallist, lev-
elled it for France with a 21-12

enmark's Michael
I Maze beat Christophe Legout

Qianhong G?tach is about to serve against Swede Marie Svensson during their European
Table Tennis Championship women’s singles final in Bremen, Germany on April 21.

The French levelled again at
2-2 after the doubles but then
Gatien and Elol lost their rub-
bers to Allan Benstsen 21-14
14-21 18-2] and Maze 21-13 17-
21 19-21 respectively.

France will next meet Aus-
tria today.

Sweden, the newly-crowned
team world champions, had lit-
tle trouble beating Austria 4-0
while Russia beat Yugoslavia in
the other Group A tie.

in Group B, favourites Ger-
many beat Belgium in four
stralght matches as Poland beat
England 4-1 and the Nether-
glll(l.‘i beat the Czech Republic 4-

In the women's event, reign-
ing European champions Ger-
many had little trouble gettin
past Group A rivals Sweden 4-
in the first round and then ltaly
4-0 in the second, :

Germany's strongest player.
Chinese-born fanhong
Goetsch, lost the only mateh of

Ll

~AFP photo

Denmark shock France

the day In her first appearance
at European champlonships for
her new country. She bowed 21]-
10 21-19 to Asa Svensson.

Her coach, Martin Adomelit
said: "It's normal that she was a
bit nervous. We expected Sweden
to be our toughest rival.”

Romania, bronze medallists
and the best European woimen's
teamn at the February world
champlionships, were [first
beaten by untancled Italy 4-2
but then recovered (o beat
France 4-0 in Group A.

Mihaela Steff, Romania's
star player who s nursing an
arm injury, lost her first two
matches of the first round to
Laura Negrisoll 21-19 and 21-16
and Alessia Arisi 21-17, 21:19,

In Group B, European team
sllver medalists Hungary, were
on route to a semifinal berth by
sweeping past Belarus 4-0 and

then by edging the Czech Repub-
lic 4-2,

Wins for T&T
Barmamala

Sports Reporter

%EZ Grindlays

National School Cricket

T&T High School beat Khil-
gaon High School by 45 runs in
a Dhaka Metropolitan qualily-
(ng match of the ANZ Grindlays
Bank 18th National Schools
Cricket Champlonship at the
Uttara Friends Club ground yes-
tercday,

Put Into bat, T&T High
School scored 187 before being
all out off the last ball of the
allotted 35 overs.

Middle-order batsman Im-
ran scored highest 38 followed
by Noor Alam who chipped In
with 25. For Khilgaon, Milan,
Shahriar and Akhtar took two
wickets each,

In reply., Khilgaon dismissed
for 142 in 29.4 overs .

T&T High School's Sohrab,
the wrecker-in-chief, finished
with four for 26 while Noor
Alam took three wickets for 32
runs.

Khilgaon opener Prodeep
scored 25 th}c middle-order
batsman Masud remained un-
beaten on 22,

In the day's other match,
Barnamala Adarsha High
School defeated Scholastica by
two wickets.,

t’_ihasitl%ﬁrlmlaslica's 164 in
35 overs, Barnamala won with
the last ball of their innings.

Opener Saif hammered 40
followed by middle-order bats-
man Tushar contributed a run-
a-ball 33.

—arlier, Scholastica asked to
bat. were restricted for 164 for
nine in their stipulated 35 overs
with one-down Rayan hitting
highest 40.

BRIEF SCORES

T&T High School vs Khil-
gaon High School

Venue: Uttara Friends Club
T&T High School: 187 all out
in 35 overs (Imran 38, Noor
25, Kabir 15, Milan 2/27,
Akhtar 2/31, Shahriar
2/36).

Khilgaon High School: 142
all out in 29.4 overs (Prodeep
25, Masud 22 n.o., Robin 16,
Sohrab 4/26).

Result: T&T High School
won by 45 nans.

Scholastica vs Barnamala
Adarsha High School

Venue: Dhanmondi Club.
Scholastica: 164 for 9 in 35
overs (Rayan 44, Tehzib 34,
Shamsher 18, Igbal 2/26,
Rashed 2/33).

Barnamala Adarsha High
School: 165 for 8 in 35 overs
(Saif 40, Tushar 33, Mashuk
26, Rayan 2/17).

Result: Barnamala Adarsha
High School won by two

Nat'l'Judo C'ship
BDR, Ansars & VDP
emerge champs

Bangladesh Rifles emerged-

men's champions and Ansars &
VDP became women's champi-
ons in the 23rd National Judo
Championship that concluded
at the Shaheed Suhrawardy
National Indoor
Mirpur yesterday, reports UNB

Director Sports of National
Sports Council Khandakar An-
warul Islam distributed prizes
as chief guest at the closing
function of the two-day meet.

The Rifles topped the men's
list securing eight gold, six sil-
ver and five bronze medals
while Bangladesh Army fin-
ished runners-up with two gold,
four silvers and six bronzes.

Bangladesh Ansar & VDP
lifted the women's title collect-
ing eight gold, three silver and
two bronzes while Dhaka DSA
finished second with three sil-
ver and five bronze medals.

A total of 111 players includ-
ing 30 women from ten teams
took part in ten men's and eight
women's weight category com-
petitions.

Al1 sues to
recover boxing
robe

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky, Apr
22 : Muhammad Ali is suing to
recover a boxing robe he wore
early in his career, reports AP.

Ali contends the robe was
taken by Walter E Cuff, who
once worked for the former
heavyweight champion's
mother in Louisville.

In a lawsuit filed this week,
All says he didn't know where
the robe was, and assumed it
had been lost or stolen. He says
Culf called his office in Michi-
gan, where the boxer now lives,
in February to discuss selling
the robe back to him.

A trial has not been sched-
uled, though Jefferson Circuit
Judge Judith McDonald-Burk-
man Issued an injunction bar-
ring Cuff from selling the robe
until the case is resolved.

Michael Runner, Cuff's
lawyer, says the robe was a gift
to his client, who occasionally
helped out around the house for
All's mother, Odessa Clay, do-
ing tasks such as cutting grass

or cleaniug the garage. Odessa
Clay died in 1994,

Runner sald his client was
planning to sell the robe but
wanted to give All a chance to
buy It

"He hasn't done anything
dishonest”, Runner sald. "He's
naot trying to cause any trouble”,

The silk robe bears All's real
name, Cassius Clay.

One of All's lawyers, Ronald
DiNicola, sald All wants the
robe back so it can eventually
be displayed at a museum de-
voted to him that is proposed
for downtown Louisville,

wickets. £

Stadium in .

MONTE CARLO,
Apr 22: French-
man Cedric Plo-
line, at 30 the old-
l est player left in
the tournament,
scored a straight sels victory
over Karol Kucera of Slovakia
on Friday to storm Into the
semifinals of the 2.95 milllon-
dollar Monte Carlo Masters Se-
ries event, reports AFP.

Pioline, the eighth seed, beat
Kucera 6-2, 6-4 in 1hr 30min to
earn a semi-final meeting with
Morocco's Karim Alami.

The Moroccan played some
outstanding tennis to beat Al-
bert Costa of Spain, the 12th
seed, 6-4, 7-5, to leave Pioline as
the only seed to make the last
four.

Costa was the third
Spaniard to exit from quarters
on a day of disaster for the
Spanish clay court armada.

Pioline is playing in the
tournament for the 10th time
and was beaten in the final here
in both 1993 and 1998
+ Hewon the fourth singlesti-
tle of lyis careér 4n'RottErdam ifi
February .and was abvays im
command against unseeded
Kucera, who failed to record a
single break of serve.

"I'm extremely happy be-

cause | played pretty good ten-
nis from the start to the end.”
Ploline sald.

His match against the acro-
batic Alaml, the first Moroccan
to make a Masters Series semi-
final, promises to be a real
crowd-pleaser.

Kucera's compatriot Do-
minic Hrbaty earlier rallied to
surprise ninth-seeded Spaniard
Alex Corretja 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 In

Moroccan Karim Alami is ecstatic after beating Albert
Costa in the Monte Carlo Open on April 21. —-AFP photo

2hr S5min to seal a meeting on
Saturday with another un-
seeded player - Argentina’s Gas-
ton Gaudio.

Hrbaty, a 22-year-old Slo-
vak who lives in Monte Carlo
and was a surprise semifinalist
at last year's French Open,
claimed his second seeded vic-
tim of the event after ousting
top-seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov
on Wednesday.

Hrbaty, who had not won a
match here before this year, re-
covered from a set and a break
down to make his first semi-fi-
nal of the vear. It was only his
second win in four meetings
with Corretja, who won the
Masters Sefies eventiz Indiaw
Wells last, month and . had
reached the semis without
dropping a set.

I'm still not playing my best
tennis,” said Hrbaty. "I want to

The Daily Sour 15

Pioline last man standing

take It step by step and peak for
the French Open.

Gaudlo, who has not won an
ATP Tour title in five years as a
professiopal, beat fast-rising
Spanish star Juan Carlos Fer-
rero 6-4, 6-2 In his quarterfi-
nal.

The win was a milestone for
2] -year-old Gaudio, who made
his first Masters Serles semifl-
nal. He equalled liis career-hesi
ATP Tour performauce after
also making the semis in Auck-
land and Santiago this year.

Ferrero, who Is only 20, was
given the ATP Tour Newcomer
of the Year award earller in the
week and had made the last
eight without dropping set - but
he found the wild-haired Gau-
dio an altogether tougher
proposition than his earlier
opponents did.

The Argentine trailed 3-4 In
the first set before reeling off
five straight games as he added
the occasional serve-volley
point to his baseline game.

Gaudio held his serve
throughout the match and
maintained his record of not
having dropped a set in the 64-
draw tournament, which is the
first major clay court event in
the lead-up to the Roland Gar-
ros.

“I like to run a lot and 1 hit
very hard, particularly on the
backhand side.,” said Gaudio,
who admits he still has a lot of
work to do If he Is to consis-
tently challenge the top players.
He admits to having been lazy
in the past but says he is work-
ing hard under new coach Ho-
racio de la Pena.

"I need to improve my serve
and get stronger,” he said. "Then
it is down to confidence and ex-
perience.”

Corretja got off to a fast start
against unseeded Hrbaty, tak-
ing a 4-0 lead as Hrbaty made a
succession of unforced errors:
spraying the ball wildly and
easily winning the opening set.

Hrbaty kept his nerve, how-
ever, and gradually took con-
trol of the match after being a
set and a break down. He
utilised with the mixture of ag-
Fl’f?ﬁ‘&iﬂll and placement that

1as earned him the nickname
'the Dominator”.

Hrbaty, one of the fittest
players on the circuit, saved
four break points at 3-4 behind
in the deciding set and didn’t
look back from that point on,
taking three straight games for
the victory.

"l had a lot of chances - but |

didn't take any them, so I'm
pretty disappointed.” said Cor-
retja. "Maybe 1 relaxed too

much when it looked like 1 was
in control and lost my concen-
tration.”

The tournament is the third
in the highly-touted Masters
Series, following Indian Wells
and Miami, but no big names
made it through the opening
rounds and the low-profile
semi-finalists are something of
an embarrassmenit.

The winner of Sunday’s final
will. nonetheless, collect
400,000 dollars.

HILTON HEAD
ISLAND, South
Carolina, Apr 22:
Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario was look-
ing like a winner
after surviving a

again
marathon 7-6 (14-12), 3-6, 6-3
victory over Amanda Coetzer

on Friday to advance to the
semifinals at Hilton Head. re-
ports Reuters.

The 28-year-old Sanchez-Vi-
cario, four times a Grand Slam
tournament champion and the
1996 Hilton Head winner; has
won only one tournament in
nearly two years.

But she thrilled a crowd of
about 7,000 attending this clay
court event in the 86-minute
first set by matching Coetzer
point-for-point until Coetzer
finally committed two succes-
sive errors from the baseline al-
ter the tiebreak had gone to 12-

12
: Coetzer controlled the sec-
ond set, but the fourth-seeded
Spaniard came out firing in the
do-or-die third set, breaking out
of a 3-3 standoff as the nor-
" mally solid Coetzer began mis-
firing in a match that lasted
two hours and 55 minutes,

The victory earned Sanchez-
Vicario a berth in today's seni-

finals against fellow Spaniard
Conchita Martinez

The top half of the draw pits
top seed Mary Pierce of France,
who beat 17-year-old Aus-
tralian Jelena Dokic to advance
to the semifinals against third
seed Monica Seles in a matchup
of hard hitters.

Seles completed a rare top-
four seed semifinal pairing in a
sparkling 6-4, 6-1 night victory
over 1Ith seed Ruxandra
Dragomir of Romania. The
world's seventh-ranked player
and owner of nine Grand Slam
titles, Seles was near flawless
with her two-handed ground
strokes in overwhelming the
outmatched Dragomir, who had
upset sixth seed Anna
Kournikova a day earlier

1 played a little bit more ag-
gressively today,” Seles said. 'l
wanted to step up. 1 didn’t want
to try to stay out there that long
because whoever wins tonight's
match would have to come
back. And that's always tough.”

Recalling her matches
against Coetzer, Sanchez-Vi-
cario said: "We were expecting
long rallies.

"This was a good warmup lor
me ... a good match.” she said,
looking ahead to a siinilar en-
counter against Martinez

Seeds advance to semis

"We're very similar,” she said
about Martinez, against whom
she enjoys a 12-3 lifetime edge

Martinez, the second seed,
ended Jana Nejedly's string of
upsets by pinning a 6-2 6-1 de-
feat on the unseeded Canadian
who had upset fifth-seeded
Austrian Barbara Schett and
12th-seeded American Lisa
Raymond

Pierce powered home some
big serves and held her errors 1o
a minimum against the error-
prone Dokic who fell 6-3 6-1.

Dokic, who upset then top-
ranked Martina Hingis and
Pierce last year at Wimbledon.,
went for too much, missing
badly in critical situations.

Dokic had a chance to come
back from a 5-2 deficit in the
first set when she gained a
break-point against Pierce's big
serve while down 5-3. But the
youngster swatted a pair of long
balls, including one when he
had an open court.

Pierce has lost only nine
games in three matches this
week

"1 just try to be focused for
every point and just go out there
and be disciplined every point,”
said Pierce. ranked fourth in
the world

| —
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