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Aussies may not
play in ODI
tourneys abroad

SYDNEY. Apr 21;: The Aus-
tralian Cricket Board (ACB) was

~walting on the outcome of an

international meeting next
month before deciding whether
to sacrifice future one-day
tournaments overseas follow-
ing the Hansie Cronje betting
furore, reports AFP.

ACB chief executive Mal-
colm Speed said Friday the
board would wait until after the
emergency meeting of the In-
ternational Cricket Council
before deciding on its response

to the scandal.
But Australian sports

bookmakers were already in-
sisting they would tread warily
in future overseas tournaments
after Cronje plunged the sport
into crisis.

The disgraced South African
captain admitted last week he
received money in exchange for
information on matches,
sparking investigations and a
rush of rumours of other cor-
rupt players.

The rumours largely sur-
round one-day matches on the
subcontinent and in Sharjah.

Australia have not plaved in
the Sharjah tournament for
two years, but they will play in
an ICC-sanctioned tournament
in Nairobi later this vear.

Speed said the ACB had not
discussed Australia’'s future
schieduling and would wait unil
after the May 2-3 meeting in
London.

“We'll listen to what is spo-
ken about at the ICC meetin
and maybe make a decision af-
ter that.” Speed said.

“We don't go to a lot of these
tournaments anyway and we
haven't thought about that par-
ticular issue in great detail.”

Australia last played in
Sharjah in April 1998 in a tri-
nations tournament, which has
already come under the spot-
light.

Former Indilan cricket boss
Inderjit Singh Bindra ques-
tioned a match between India
and New Zealand at the tour-
nament, claiming a Pakistan
official told him how the match
would unfold.

Sirajganj cricket
From Our Correspondent
SIRAJGANJ, Apr 21: Run-
ners Club Ekadosh beat
Masimpur Krira Chakra Eka-
dosh by 28 runs at the Shaheed
Shamsuddin Stadium today.

Winning the toss, Runners
Club decided to bat first and
made 159 runs for four wickets
in the stipulated 25 overs.

In reply, Masimpur collected
131 runs losing eight wickets in
25 overs.

On Thursday, Ullapara
Showkin Cricket Club beat

Raiganj Upazilla Cricket Club
gwickets at the same venue.
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In reply. Ullapara made 119
losing 5 wickets in 18.5 overs.

Rasul of Ullapara was adjudged
man-of-the-match.

Kourmnikova
crashes out

HILTON HEAD ISLAND,
South Carolina, Apr 20: Anna
Kournikova's trip to the Family
Circle Cup ended like a lot of
her tennis tournaments — with
an early exit and a lot of ques-
tions.

Kournikova, seeded sixth in
an event Martina Hingis. Lind-
say Davenport and both Venus
and Serena Willlams chose to
skip, fell to 11th-seeded Ruxan-
dra Dragomir on Thursday, 3-6,
7-5, 6-3.

Kournikova flew through the
draw here a year ago before
falling to Hingis in the final.
But she could not find a way to
get to the third round this time.

"Every loss Is disappoint-
ment,” she said. "l think I got a
bit tired at the end of the match,
and I wasn't as patient.”

Those walting for
Kournikova to break through
and live up to her potential are
also losing patience. How long
will it be before she wins on the
WTA Tour?

“I just started,” she said with
as much sass as she could
muster. "I have maybe 10 years
more. | think I'll accomplish
something.”

While Kournikova is fin-
ished, the top four seeds — Mary
Plerce. Conchita Martinez,
Monica Seles and Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario — all moved
into the quarterfinals.

Seles, seeded third. had the
most trouble, but survived a
third-set tiebreaker to beat No 9
Elena Likhovtseva 6-4, 2-6, 7-6
(5).

Seles, who won the season’s
first_clay-court tournament at
Amelia Island, Florida, last
week, continued her strong play
against Likhovtseva. who
ousted Seles here when
Likhovtseva rolled through the
second set and led 6-5 in the
third. The seven-time Grand
Slam champion nailed a 104
mph ace an zipped a forehand
past Likhovtseva to force the
tiebreaker.

Seles was defeated In third-
set tiebreakers at Sea Pines

Racquet Club in the 1997 final
by Hingis and the 1998 semifi-
nals by Irina Spirlea. Seles
tralled 2-0 in this one.
- With the packed crowd urg-
ing her on, Seles hit a backhand
winner to take her first lead, 4-
3. Likhovtseva saved two match
ints before pushing a fore-
and wide, and Seles was
spared another close defeat,

“I| was really frustrated with

serve, and It just let me
down a lot in the match.” said
Seles, who will next face
Dragomir. “I let Elena come
tons of times, and here |

sald, This Is happening in the

tebreak.” 1 was lucky shie just

missed that shot on match

Umpire Akhtar says it's ba:

KARACHI, Apr 21:
The Paklistan
Cricket Board
(PCB) Friday re-
jected matech-fix-
ing charges lev-
elled by South
African board chief Ali Bacher,
saying the accusations were un-
acceptable unless backed by
concrete evidence, reports AFP.

“The charges about Pak-
istan's World Cup match
against Bangladesh are base-
less, full of contradiction and
lack credibility," PCB manager
Yawar Saeed said In a state-
ment from Lahore.

The managlnE director of the
United Cricket Board of South
Africa (UCBSA) All Bacher
Thursday told Australian
newspapers that two of the 1999
World Cup matches, one In
which minnows Bangladesh
upset formidable Pakistan,
were fixed.

Bacher also expressed suspi-
clons about Pakistani umi)lre
Javed Akhtar over his handling
of the Leeds Test during South
Africa's 1998 tour of England.

Umpire Akhtar has also re-
futed allegations of involve-
ment in any wrongdoings.

"It was amazing that Bacher
has remained silent on this is-
sue for nearly one year and now
suddenly comes out with these
allegations,"” Saeed said.

e Pandora's box of match-

fixing and betting reopened on

April 4 when South African
captain Hansie Cronje and
three fellow players were
charged by Indian police with
involvement in match-fixing
during the one day series
against India last month.

PCB rejects /

‘It s tllsaﬁpuiutl.
Bacher has chosen
with these allegatic
than sharing the in
with the PCB or Int
Cricket Council (1ICC) »
code of conduct,” Saeel
Bangladesh Crick
president Saber
Chowdhury Friday sal

board will officially
Pakistan lost the V
1999 match against B
by 62 runs at Northa
ter winning their
matches.
Saeed said the F

JAVED AKH

seek fromn Bacher a
of his interview,

“"We request hin
us with the full text
view in order to fina
ther action.”

Saeed said PCB
guard the national &
the reputation of its

NEW DELHI. Apr
21: Indian police
said Friday they
were in no hurry
to launch the
formal prosecu-
tion of disgraced
South African skipper Hansie
Cronje and Indian bookmakers
for match-fixing, reports AFP.

Delhi Police Crime Branch
chief Pradeep Srivastava told
this news agency that formal
legal proceedings against those
charged in the match-fixing
case, including Cronje and
three of his teammates, would
begin this summer.

‘It will be two to three
months before we start the
prosecutions.” Srivastava said.
"We are in no hurry.”

It was Srivastava who broke

5 of the scandal with his
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Herschelle Gibbs, Nicky Boje
and Pieter Strydom for match-
fixing.

"Right now we are going to
the High Court on April 25
against the anticipatory bails
being sought,” the crime branch
chiel said of bookmaker Rajesh
Kalra and former film actor
Kishan Kumar arrested in the
case.
The Indian judiciary permits
a suspect to obtain bail from a
court in advance to avoid

Hansie hearing

detention by the pol!

Police sources, h¢
the delay in launc!
prosecutions was de
the crime branch pla
tradite London-bas
businessman Sanja
the main suspect in
fixing case.

The police furni:
scripts of purported
conversations betwe
and Chawla before |
the five matches in la
South Africa-India or
ries.

"We are still awaiti
from Interpol,” a higi
source said of a Delhi
quest to the global
provide samples of C
Chawla’'s voices.

Other sources, n
said the police had ur

dian foreign ministr
foreign. -

Chawla’'s passport,
1997, in a bid to pin
in Britain, where h
store.

“If he manages
Britain then we wou!
restart the whole (ex
exercise again,” the sc

India and Britain :
by an extradition trea

The four South
cricketers, bookie K
mer actor Kumar and
based Chawla hay
charged with criminal

NEW DELHI. Apr
21: Indian crick-
eters could be
placing bets on
matches but there
was no evidence to
suggest they were
throwing games, according to a
report released to parliament
after a match-fixing probe, re-
ports Reuters.

Former Supreme Court Chief
Justice YV Chandrachud, who
investigated match-fixing alle-
gations, said in the report: "One
cannot rule out the possibility
that some Indian players may
be laying the flutter of a bet.”
But placing bets did not nec-
essarlly mean players were
throwing matches, the former
judge said. "....it is less than just
to conclude that they lay bets
for losing a match. Such a
charge lacks substance and Is
unjustified.”

Chandrachud's report comes
as cricket is being rocked by a
bookmaking scandal and
match-fixing claims.

In a separate development in
India, reflecting a public desire
for the sport to be cleaned up.
the Delhi High Court admitted a
public interest litigation (PIL)
alleging the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
lacked transparency Iin ac-
counts and election procedures

Betting on cricket is illegal
in India but domestic media re-
ports have suggested Indian
players may have wagered
while on tour,

Chandrachud's iInvestiga-
tion was ordered by the BCCI af-
ter former Test all-rounder
Manoj Prabhakar sald he had
been offered money by a team-
mate to play below par.

But Prabhakar refused to

Mauresmo skips
Fed Cup duty

PARIS, Apr 21: France's
Amelle Mauresmo has pulled
out of the Fed Cup World Group
first round Group C mateh in
Moscow's Olymple Stadium
from April 27-30, the French
Tennis Federation (FFT) an-
nounced Thursday, reports
AFP.

The world number 15 is cur-
rently undergoing physiothera-
phy for a back injury, but ex-

cts to be it to compete In the

VTA tournament in Bol, Croa-
| tia from May 1-7 next,

Chandrachud b

disclose the name of tl
to the public and als«
¢ handrachud probe.

The pgovernment uLas re-
leased the three-year-old probe
report after coming under pres-
sure from law-makers to crack
down on betting and match-fix-
Ing in cricket,

Several former and current
Test players who appeared be-
fore the Chandrachud probe

said they did not think matches
could be fixed

Chandrachud said he had no
evidence to indict any Indian
player or official in match-fix-
ing.

He dismissed Prabhakar's
allegations against unnamed
teammates as "imaginary and
unrealistic”. :

The Delhi High Court lias
been  petitioned  jointhy Ly
Shantanu Sharma and h(’s
friend Rahul Mehra. a Lwwyer.

Sharma told this news
agency by telephone: "We want
the entire set-up to be changed
There has to be a level of trans-
parency.”

The court has set May 16 as

]JIStI'I{t Lrlfkt[ .-nl.f'_‘rbn, CiallJi.
(DDCA), the petitioners said in
a statement.

The petitioner, Subhas
Datta, told Reuters the court
had admitted the petition
which said that CBl was hetter
equipped to probe the alfair
than the Delhi police.

India became a focus in the
cricket corruption controversy
earlier this month when Delhi
police charged South Africans
Hansie Cronje, Pieter Strydom,
Nicky Boje and Herschelle

Gibbs with match-fixing during

a one-day series between India
and South Africa last month.
The players have denied the
accusations. :
However, Cronje was subse-
quently sacked as captain after
admitting he took between
10.000 and 15,000 dollars from
a bookmaker for information
and forecasting during a trian-
ular one-day series against
Zimbabwe and England in
South Africa last January.

i = O .
Spite political tensions belween
the South Asian rivals.

‘This proves the nobleness
ol the game, which will not be
tainted because of the wrong-
doings of a few people.”
Dalmiya said.

Rajshahi soccer

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Apr 21: Ra-
Jshahi First Division football
super league began at the Ra-
Jshahi District Stadium today.

The newcomer Kadirganj
Sporting Club trounced the last
year's champions Abahani
Krira Chakra 8-0.

Tapash scored hattric Anu,
Nayan, Kamal, Saldur and Bara
Babu made one goal each.

Rajshahi District Sports As-
sociation president and Deputy
Commissioner of Rajshahi
formally Inaugurate the
]F: 1€.
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Laila Ali, daughter of lendnry boxer Muhammad Ali, displays two magazines featuring
hm: ffxther.nnd_ herself during a press conference in Guangzhou yesterday. Laila meets
Kristina King in a four-round non-title middleweight bout in this southern Chinese city

| today. To her left is her trainer Johnny McClain.
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the Benson Hedges Cup.

Needing two from the last
ball to tie and earn a win for
Notts, by virtue of losing fewer
wickets, Paul Franks 5'-.1.'11:1%
and missed at a straight bal
from Neil Killeen and lost his
off stump.

It proved to be a great finish
in a game where the visitors
having made 174 for eight at
more than a run a ball in a
match shortened to 28 overs per
side, looked to be out of reach.

Katich, who scored just a
single in each of his three pre-
vious innings, took just 53 balls
1o make his 50 and hit six lours
along the way

Alter dt'klll}\\'lt‘[]gluy‘ 1!]'9 ap-

wiCio all

saTd Melvyn petts

A Notts batting collapse
looked on the cards when open-
ers Usman Afzaal then John
Morris were both out in the first
two overs leaving Notts reeling
at six for two.

But skipper Jason Gallian
and Bicknell steadied the ship,
adding 98 for the third wicket
before Gallian was bowled by
Steve Harmison.

The Notts captain was
dropped three times on the way
to his 47 as he took necessary
chances to try and get the score-

-board moving.

Bicknell, however, carried
on regardless and reached his
half century off 61 balls by
planting Harmison out of the
ground for six over mid-wicket.

visitors' 218 for six with ond
over of their quota of 50 to
spare.

The win takes Derbyshire to
the top of the North Group with
five points, one ahead of York-
shire, third placed Lancashire
and fourth placed Durham.

Derbyshire made light work
of the early loss of Australian
Michael Di Venuto as Matthew
Dowman (65) and Matthew Cas-
sar (43) shared a century stand
for the second wicket.

Lancashire's innings was
dominated by England all-
rounder Andy Flintofl (70) after
they lost John Crawley,
Michael Atherton and Indian
captain Saurav Ganguly with

just 33 on the board.
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ACROSS  40Journey DOWN 13 Took " 12 »
1 Mead's segment 1 Evening out of 15
study 42 Sushi 3 Etlfm'r context? = |
area wrapper ow 18 Fix the
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Salk Grook 3 Playing (rack 20 1 22 23
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16 Vex 47 Sphinx’s artist? 31 "My g ", i Z |
17 Mountain oser 7 Exam Friend 43 44 45 46
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de mer 51 Sera- refusal 32 Manager's
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22 Quanti- subordi- Robot® 33 Icebox, +
tative nates author loday 53 "
o ;ni:‘mu 52 Atgusls 10 Thur- 341773 -
eep a bill mond's Isam PTOQ
shed 53 Gaggle domain 36 };aking CRY oL
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g:jrlsh 54 Riquant weapon 37Appear N UQ YADNYALRDZ RUQB
- ing lo
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30 cmgoanc_o AG[RA[A S| ';:9 g Yesterday's Cryptoquip: AS A PUPIL, THE
*ist Chast |TIOISIS[E FOCIIEIT] a4aMistorr RUNNER REALLY ENJOYED STUDYING
31 Unusual o FE E g 4 Eﬁg lunes JOG-RAPHY.
W AN Alo|L|E CIAlTS|u]e ‘53:';0“ Today's Cryptoquip Clue: L equals |
s PIE|R | AlD Cryptoqu bon cipher in which lefter stands for
39 Fancy fq|ifAn|0fo JIGITIATGIE| 48 Ruby e thok thal X equals O, 1t wil squal © Hwoughout the
Panty SO INERE|S|S|L|s or Sandro puzzie Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe
frumpeter Yaslerday's answer S0 X rating give you clues 10 locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error. .
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