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Semi nar: Forum of Environmental Journalists of
Bangladesh (FEJB) will hold a seminar titled "Climatic Charges:

Ste

to face it" on the occasion of Earth Day. Venue: VIP Lounge

of Jatiya Press Club. Time: 9:00 am.

Annual convention:

The 11th annual convention

and scientific sessions of Assoclation of Physiclans of

Bangladesh will be inaugu

rated. Chief

guest: Foreign Minister

Abdus Samad Azad. Venue: Winter Garden, Hotel Sheraton, Time:

9:00 am.

Procession: A children's rally will be held by Friends of
the Earth Bangladesh and Institute For Environment and De-

velopment Studies on occasion of Earth Day.

Venue: From

Shishu Academy to Jatiya Press Club. Time: 11:00 am,
BUP roundtable: Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad

(BUP) will organise a roundtable

scussion on Foreign Aid and

Development in Bangladesh. Venue: BUP auditorium, House No
33. Rd No 4, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 4:00 pm.

BELA seminar: Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (BELA) will hold a seminar on "Advancing the cause
of Environment: The Indian Experience”. Keynote speaker: Jus-
tice G B Patnalk, Justice of Indian Supreme Court. Time: 9:30 am-

5:30 pm.

Memorial meet: chalachitram Film Society will hold a
memorial meet on Film personality and former curator of

Bangladesh Film Archive A K M Abdur Rouf. Venue: Indian Em-
bassy auditorium. Rd No 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time; 6:00 pm.

Graduation: the
of

aduation ceremony of the 104th batch
uantum Meditation Method will be held. Venue: Quantum

Meditation Hall, 1/1 Pioneer Road, Kakrail. Time: 6:00 pm.

Discussion meeting:
held on occasion of the 4th death anniversary
gllfst:

and writer M A Haq. Chief

A discussion meeting will be
* of social worker
LGED and Cooperatives Minis-

ter Zillur Rahman. Venue: Kabl Sufia Kamal auditorium, Na-

tional Museum. Time: 7:00 pm.

Film ety in association with
ganises Satyajit Ray Retros

National workshop:
in cooperation with Ministry of
Land, Ministry of Environment and Forest and UNDP will hold a
national workshop on "National Land Use Policy (Draft)". Chief
Euest: State Minister for Land Rashed Mosharraf. Venue: IDB

haban, E18-A, Begum Rokeya Sarani, Sher-e-Banglanagar.

Agencies in Bangladesh (ADA

Time: 9:30 am.

Sat&'it Ray Retros

Rectwe :
i%h Comumission of India or-
\ n the 1st day of the retro-
spective kanchenjungha will be screened a seminar on "Women in
Satyajit Ray's Filmms: A Feminist Reading” will also be held.
Venue : Indian High Commission auditorium. Time : 5.00 pm.

ctive.

Zahir Raihan

Association of Development

Rain likel
thundershowers \
gusty/squally wind is likely at many places over Dhaka. Chit-
tagong, Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over
Khulna and Barisal division during the next 12 hours till 6 pm

today, reports UNB.
Met office said day temperature may remain nearly

Rain or

over the'countty

Yesterday's highest tem
recorded at Chittagong an
Rangpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.23 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.31 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 29.7 203 63 67
Chittagong 34.9 20.7 86 71
Rajshahi 30.0 20.2 71 70
Khulna 335 214 78 86
Barisal 33.5 19.2 70 79
Sylhet 29.3 20.0 97 73
Cox’s Bazar 348 25.6 100 73

accompanied by
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Bangladesh
Computer Samity

Dr Karen L Casper, Represen-
tative of The Asia Foundation,
Dhaka. handed over a cheque to
the president of Bangladesh
Computer Samity (BCS) Abdul-
lah H Kafi at a simple ceremony
at the Asia Foundation office
on Thursday, says a press re-
lease.,

Assistant Representative of
the Asia Foundation Karan E

Swianer and general secretary of
the Samity Md Atiqul Ahsan
were also present on the occa-
sion.

Bangladesh Computer
Samity (BCS) will carry out a
detall survey on IT companies
to collect information about the
rapld pace of development of
this sector with the assistance
of The Asia Foundation. Such
survey will led BCS to work
closely with their members to
understand the most critical
constraints to IT development,

AL govt respectful to
J udiéiaxy, says Nasim

MURADNAGAR (Comilla),
Apr 21: Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim today congrat-
ulated the Chief Justice for real-
locating the death reference of
Bangabandhu Murder Case to
another criminal division
bench saying, "we are respectful
to the judiciary”, reports UNB.

"We are ready to accept any
wrdlcth%lw:n by the court”, the
Home Minister said while ad-
dressing a reception accorded to
Awamli League Finance and
Planning Secretary Yusuf Ab-
dullah Harun at Muradnagar
High School ground this after-
noon.

He sald the trial of Banga-
bandhu Murder Case could be
held in special tribunal like Zia
Murder Case. "But we are hold-
ing the trial In traditional sys-
temn as we are not vindictive,”

“All the previous govern-
ments had patronized terror-
istn during last 21 vears.”
Nasim sald adding that the
Awaml League govermment has
taken stern action against the
terrorists.

Referring to the CHT peace
accord, he sald earlier, Tk 100
crore had to spend to meet the
establishment cost of the ad-
ministration, including Arm
and BDR in Chittagong Hill
Tracts area, but this amouut is
now being spent for develop-
ment of the region.

Requesting the opposition
parties to shun the path of un-
democratic activities and ter-

rorism, he sald election would
be held on time.

“If people cast vote for us we
will be in power again otherwise
go in opposition.” There Is no
reason for anxiety as the
democracy has been given an
institutional shape, the minis-
ter sald.

He gave directives to the lo-
cal police administration to
take stern action against the
terrorists and who patronize
them.

Nor'wester
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Tashat, Abul. 40, of Pirgachha,
Sahanara, 32, of Harldebpur
Union, Aleya, 25, and Babu, 3,
of Taragan].

All the five were killed In
house collapse, local adminis-
tration sources said.

Fifteen of the injured were
admitted to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital and 30 were
admitted to thana health com-
plexes.

The storm accompanied by
hail and heavy shower swept
the areas with a speed of 100
Kim per hour It started at about

10 pm and lasted over an hour,
witnesses sald,

Power supply was disrupted
in many areas as a large num-
ber of electric poles were dam-

News

(Earth's eco-systems in trouble

Human population at risk, warns TIME's
special edition on Earth Day

The Earth's five major
ccosystemns are In such critical
condition that the human popu-
lation is at risk, according to a
major analysis previewed by
TIME magazine.

TIME's exclusive appeared In
its first-ever global special edl-
tion, "How to Save the Earth."
on Wednesday ahead of Earth
Day today, writes a correspon-
dent from New York.

The pilot analysis (s the
most ambitious ever under-
taken. The US S 4 million study
involving 175 global scientists
is scheduled for release at a spe-
cial millennium session of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly. The analysis looks at the
natural world in a new way,
concludes TIME's Eugene Lin-
den, "not just as a beautiful

lace that should be preserved
or aesthetic or moral reasons,
but as an economic asset that
delivers irreplaceable goods
and services.”

In essays written exclusively
for TIME's global special edi-
tion, US President Bill Clinton
writes that now Is the time to
"make environment a core for-
eign policy objective.” The US
must "provide the leadership
needed to put all nations on a

cleaner, more sustainable path
to prosperity,” he writes.

Leonardo DiCaprio, hon-

ourary chairman for Earth Day

2000, urges people to "be part of
the biggest Earth Day ever on
April 22, 2000. ... It's time to
send a message that politiclans
and corporations can't ignore.,”

Also featured In TIME are a
variety of articles about global

Congratulations

Fahima
Akhter Pomi
won a talent-
pool primary
scholarship,
obtaining Gth
place in the
talent list of
Feni thana,
says a press
— release.
She is the only daughter of
Shamima Akhter Jahan of
Nazir Road in Feni.

* Kk &

Momena Ak-
hter Sweety
won a talent-
pool primary
scholarship
from Char-
bahadur Gov-
ernment Pri-
mary School
- 4 of Fulpur My-
_ ek mensingh;
says a press release.

She is the daughter of Md
Masudur Rahman.

News Editor of
/ Independent
"mugged, stabbed

Akhtarul Haque, News Edi-
tor of the Independent, was
stabbed and robbed of his
money by a %aup of muggers on
the Dhaka University campus

reports BSS.

According to the victim, two
muggers stopped his autorick-
shaw when it passed the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts of the univer-
sity at around 3:20 ain. He,
along with sub-editor of the In-
dependent Abu Mohammad
Masani Liton, was on his way to
his DU campus residence at that
time after office duty.

The muggers, in their twen-
ties, asked them to hand over
the belongings at dagger point.
Both Akhtar and Liton handed
them over Tk 8,000 and re-

uested the muggers not to hurt

them. But one of the muggers,
wearing Ilungi and shirt,
stabbed Akhtar in his right

hand and fled the scene with the
money,

Akhtar was then rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospli-
tal (DMCH) but the on-duty at-
tendant asked Liton to pay Tk
200 for treatment, a press re-
lease of the Independent said.

Although Liton informed
him that the victim is the News
Editor of an English national
daily, he did not pay heed to it
and took the money without

m'l! receipt. The attendant pro-
vided him first aid.

Mass on
Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

The Christian Communit
will hold a mass at the south

pm on Sunday.

Obituary

Ramesh Ray,
a Sub-Assis-

Roads
Highway De-

ecretary Ge-
neral of Sa-
rak-O-Jana-
path Diplo-

ma Prakawshall Samity

clinic yesterday noon. He was
47, says a press release,

He Is survived by his wife, a
son and a daughter,

L

Shelkh Abdur Rahim, a se-
nior officer of Uttara Bank,
died of cardiac arrest yesterday
morning, says a press release.

He Is survived by his wife, 2
sons and a host of relatives.

aged. About 500 telephone con-
nections were snapped due to
damage of poles.

Rahim was one of the

in the early hours of Thursday, .

plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad to
mark the Easter sunrise at 5:30

tant Engineer
of Faridpur
and

artment and

led of
a brain haemorrhage (n a city

environmental Issues.
Pre-eminent paleontologist
Richard Lcakcr urges creation
of a "Global Conservation
Fund.” He concludes, "We need a
ermanent global endowment
specifically devoted to wildlife

protection” funded by the gov-
ernments and International aid
agencies.”

Mark Hertsgaard calls for a
"Global Green Deal” to revive
economies and restore the envi-
ronment. He is author of the
new book, Earth Odyssey.

Harvard Professor E O Wil-
son warns "we are in the midst
of the seventh mass extinction”
in an essay on'blodiversity.

Ethnobliologist Mark
Plotkin, featured in the Imax
film Amazon, presents an ex-
cerpt from his new book,
Medicine Quest: In Search ol

Nature's Healing Secrets pub-
lished Viking,.

Carl Safina, founder of the
National Audubon Society’'s
Living Oceans Programme, ac-
cuses Japan of being excep-
tionally disrespectful towards
the oceans.”

TIME science writer Michael
Lemonick reports "only a hand-
ful of the most doctrinaire die-
hards still dispute the idea that
human activity {s warming up

the planet.”
‘onstruction of dams has
amounted to "a world war

against nature,” charges Marc
Reisner, author of Cadillac
Desert, who explains why many
dams need to come downl.

TIME sciences writer Jeff
Kluger notes that in 1900, when
global population was 1.6 bil-

‘nated 'due to'long

founders of Prabin Sangha and
Prabhakar Krira Chakra.

PM: édmplete trial
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must be punished, otherwise
peace would not return,” she
said.

The prime minister said the
unity and coherence between
the three organs of the state —
the executive, legislature and
judiciary — was a must for de-
velopment and democracy.

She said this unity was not
possible in the absence of
democracy adding that the
country was still facing the
curse of unconstitutional rules
and urged all to make their all
out efforts to come out of the
situation.

Sheikh Hasina said terror-
ism, which now became a major
concern on society, was nrl%i-
nated from an attitude to take

"everything into one's grip —
from schools to bus terminals.”
"This henomenon origi-

democ¢racy,” she said.

The prime minister admit-
ted that the investigation pro-
cesses against terrorists were
not always fault-free "but if one
terrorist gets bail he feels en-
couraged to commit the crime
with a renewed vigor."

She also said delay in deliv-
ering justice hinders the efforts
to ensuring order in society and
urged the judiciary to take the
issue in consideration.

Hasina said the government
had little to do even to ensure
its accountability if the cases,
including the corruption
charges, remain pending in the
court.

-The prime minister urged
the judiciary to ensure justice
so that the "justice does not
weep in wilderness” adding,
that criminals must face pun-
ishment for the sake of justice.

She termed the Kkilling of ex-
president Ziaur Rahman as "un-
fortunate for the nation” and
said that her government had

Rape incidents at JU

GCO demands
action against
those involved
By JU Correspondent

Gonotantrik Chhatra
Oikkya (GCO), a conglomera-
tion of left-leaning student or-
t{anlsatiuna of Jahangirnagar
Inlversity (JU), staged demon-
strations on the campus yester-
day demanding cancellation of
studentship and certificates of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) workers who were in-
volved In Killing and rape inci-
dents.

The GCO leaders also an-
nounced a serles of agitation
programmes to press for their
demands. The programmes in-
clude processions, rallies and
laying siege to the Administra-
tive Building.

The GCO leaders also
brought out processions in each
dormlitory protesting the pres-
ence of BCL workers on the
campus, who were charged with
killing Ananda, a BCL activist,
in 1997,

Addressing rallies on the
campus, the student leaders al-
Ic%cd that the members of BCL
ki ler‘Frnup' and ‘rapist group'
started returning to the campus
to extort money from the con-
tractors who are responsible for
the construction work of Arts
Faculty building.

GCO leaders alleged that
some teachers and officlals
wants to rehabilitate this group
on the campus In their interest,

Sources sald some of the ac-
cused BCL leaders and activists
are now staying in the dormi-
torles, Last year, the authorl-
ties, In face of the student
movement, pledged that any of
the accused would be arrested, if
found on the campus.

GCO will bring out a proces-
slon tndnly from the 'Prantik'

te and lay siege to Adiminis-
rative Bullding Sunday morn-
Ing as part of their agitation
programme.

bsérite’ of '

llon, life expectancy was 30,
Now 6.1 billion are here and life
expectancy is 65,

The newly-named "Heroes
for the Planet” in TIME and
TIME FOR KIDS include Laurie
Marker of Namibla's Cheetah
Conservation Fund; Britain's
Prince Charles for his organlc
farming and village develop-
ment Initiatives; Nirmala Pal-
samy for advocating family
nlannlng cholices In India;

oah Idechong of Palau for pro-
lcctlng Micronesia's reefs;
Brian Staszenski of Canada for
showing schools how to save as
much as 30% In energy costs to
spend more on education; Julla
"Butterfly” Hill who lived 738
days atop of California redwood
tree to save it from loggers;
Amory and L Hunter Lovins of
Colorado’'s Rocky Mountain In-
stitute and Robert F Kennedy
Jr's "personal hero,” New York
eco-cop Ron Gatto.

TIME also names celebrity
"Heroes for the Planet” includ-
ing actors Leonardo DiCaprio
and Ted Danson (Danson
founded the American Oceans
Campaign): actress Susan
Sarandon who supports Mark
Plotkin's Amazon Conserva-
tlon Team; Sting, who throws
an annual rain-forest benefit
concert in New York's Carnegle
Hall; writer Arundhati Roy who
has campaigned to stop dams
on India's Narmada River; Hong
Kong actor Chow Yun-Fat who
does promotional work for the
World Wildlife Fund, and
Brazillan singer Gilberto Glil
who was so worried about water
pollution he took a seat on the
city council.

initiated the trial process of his
assassination and the subse-
quent sm'ernmcul of his wife
also did not take any move to
start the trial process."” she said.

Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment also had initiated the
General Manzur murder trial
and both the cases were now
pending before courts.

Chaired by Attorney General
and ex-officio chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council Mah-
mudul Islam, the function was
also addressed by the Chief Jus-
tice, the Law Minister, Vice-
President of the council Barris-
ter Amirul Islam, SS Haldar
and Abdus Salam Talukdar.

Shishu Sasthya
Foundation

The lottery draw of Shishu
Sasthya Foundation was held
in the city yesterday, says a
press release.

The first prize of Tk 30 lakh
went to ticket no. Uma 0233125
while ticket no. Gha 0196187
bagged the second prize — a car.

hree tickets - Uma
0173543, Kha 0318929, and Gha
0230340 - won the third prize.
Each will get Tk 1 lakh.

State Minister for Social
Welfare Dr Mozammel Hossain
was present at the ceremony as
chief guest while Aly Zaker was
special guest. Prof MR Khan,
president of the Foundation.
presided over the function.

APAC calls hartal
in Sylhet Apr 25

SYLHET, Apr 21: All Party
Action Committee (Opposition)
has called for a dawn-to-dusk
hartal here on April 25 protest-
ing authorities’ decision to
name certain Bhabans and hall
of Sylhet Shahjalal Science
and Technology University, re-
ports UNB.

The hartal programme was
announced at an APAC meeting
at the local Jamaat-e-Islami
office today.

CCHRB
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robbery were reported in March
as against 165 of February and
126 of January. '

Besides, 179 Incidents of
mugging were reported (n
March as against 49 of February
and 53 of January.

Incidents of lﬂuc-tinglL and
theft for the period of March
were reported at 141 and 53
while for February those were
24 and 41 and for January 34
and 126 respectively.

A total of 37 cases of kidnap
were reported In March as
against 47 of February and 68 of
January, the report added.

One hacked to
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 21: One person
was hacked to death in a room
of Azam Khan Commerce Col-
lege In the early hours of today.

The victim was identified as
Abdul Quddus, 42, a deed writer
in the lower court, He was the
principal accused in the ‘Nazrul
Muhurl Murder Case', police
sald.

Police rushed to the scene
and recovered the body after an
unidentified caller gave them a
tip.

Police suspected that the
murder was a sequel to previous
enmity. ‘Nazrul Muhuri Murder
Case' was filed In early 1997
Nazrul Islam, also a deed
writer, was stabbed to death In
the court, police said.

Dilla Begum, wife of Quddus,
filed a case with Khulna thana
against five people including a
physiclan,

100 shanties set
afire by rivals
in Shailkopa

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 21: Two ri-
val groups at Barely char in
Shallkopa thana clashed and
set fire to over 100 shanties be-
longing to both the groups In a
bid to evict each other from the
char area yesterday.

The fire left about 300 people
shelterless.

None, however, was injured
in the fire.

Of the rival groups, one Is
from Shallkopa and the other
fromm nearby Khoksha thana.

About 30 famlilies from
Shailkopa have been living In
the char for the last 30 years,
Another group from Khoksha
came there recently and bullt
about 80 shanties, witnesses
sald.

A tense situation is prevall-
ing In the area for the last lew
days as the two sides clashed
with each other over possession
of char land.

Meanwhile, a meeliu% be-
tween the TNOs of Shallkopa
and Khoksha thanas failed to
resolve the problem, police and
witnesses said.

PM: Opposition
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time.”

Commenting to BNP's hope
that the party would win 200
seats in the next general elec-
tion., Hasina said smilingly,
"How they can count seats now?
Are they planning to rig the
election?”

An optimistic Hasina then
sald, “Mine is the strongest gov-
ernment since 1975. We took a
lot of steps to alleviate poverty.
eradicate illiteracy and resolve
many other social problems.
People have already started get-
ting the benefits ... We never suf-
fered from indecision and took
prompt and timely action.”

She said her party was al-
ways for election as it struggled
for long for restoration of
democracy and change of gov-
ernment through election.

Answering another question
on Upazila elections, Hasina
saild her government is ready
for local government polls.
“Now it is up to the Election
Cominission when it will hold
the elections”

BSS adds: The government

- has decided to start construc-

tion of two chancery buildings
every year at Bangladesh mis-
sions abroad, the Prime Minis-
ter said.

She said construction of the
buildings in New Delhi and
Rivadh would be taken up this
year.

Sheikh Hasina also dis-
closed that the government was
also negotiating to purchase

fwo, flats near. the UN Head-
quartcrs>=Yo "~ hhoase 1~ the

Bangladesh Permanent: MiSsion
to the world body.

UNB adds: On the question of
SAARC, the Prime Minister
said certain specific develop-
ments like dislodging of a
democratic government in Pak-
istan caused postponement of
the SAARC Summit which was

scheduled to take place in
Kathmandu last year.
She however said discus-

sions are going on at the official
level to reactivate the regional
body. The accident which
caused injuries to Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, current Chairper-
son of the SAARC, is also delay-
ing the process of holding the
next summit, the Prime Minis-
ter said.

Mary Ann
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during his tenure. American in-
terests also received growing fo-
cus during his tenure, particu-
larly with US oil and gas com-
panies vying for business in
Bangladesh,

His predecessor David Mer-
rill also went on retirement af-
ter his Dhaka assignment but is
now serving as a Consultant of
an oill company that does busi-
ness with Bangladesh.

William B %HIHII] who pre-
ceded Merrill is now US envoy
to Pakistan.

Incidentally Holzman, prior
to his Bangladesh assignment,
was Deputy Chief of Mission at
Islamabad.

Grameen Court

From Page 1

The law ministry in its bill
proposed to appoint a senior
assistant judge as the presiding
officer of the Grameen Court.
The judge was to visit different
villages under a particular
thana and resolve the disputes
there,

The proposed bill was pre-
pared on the basis of a study
carried out under the Grameen

Court project undertaken in
| 9Y96.
The United Nations Devel-

opment Project provided fund
amounting Tk 5 crore for the
feasibility study of the project.
A team of officials and consul-
tants visited the Philippines,
Japan, China, India and UK to
study the working of stiilar
types of courts In those coun-
tries.

PM: Wilful delay

From Page 1|

Bangabandhu are tried.”

To another question, the
Prime Minister said her gov-
ernment did not appoint any
Judge in the higher judiciary on
political consideration., This
was often done by the past BNP

The Daily Sar 11

CdJ: If politics enters
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Jeopardise democracy. So, we
all should be accountable to the
constitution, that is to the pub-
lic opinion.®

The chiefl Justice also called
for practising tolerance for
democracy saying "one cannot
be democrat without tolerance.”

Barrister Amirul Islam de-
scribed the growing Incldents of
crime as a fallout of "unconsti-
tutional rules® and sald many
offenders were rehabilitated (n
trade, commerce and politics In
this process,

Referring to the assassina-
tion of Father of the Natlon,
most of his family members
and the four national leaders,
he sald justice was not done
during the 24 years since 1975.

Though there was disposal of
one case, appeal hearing is be-
ing delayed and obstructed for
‘difficult reasons”,

“The trial of jall murder case
Is also being delayed for differ-
ent reasons. President Zlaur
Rahman was klilled, so was
killed General Monzur. There
was no case for the first one.
The people of this country do
not know what is the position
of the second case we are recon-
ciled to everything of this na-
ture,” he said.

"Serious consequences fol-
low in this respect.” he said

Regarding executive-judi-
clary relations, Barrister Islam
sald both state organs were
pledge-bound to keep the
supremacy of the constitution
as the President, the Prime
Minister and her cabinet col-
leagues and all the honourable
justices were pledged to pre-
serve, support and ensure invio-
lability of the constitution.

"All of them have put the
signature in the deed of the
swearing to behave with all as
per law without any fear or

favour, rising above their k-
ing or dtallkln%.“ he said.

Barrister Islam sald the
common people of this count
expect justice from both the ex-
ecutive and the judicial de-
partments. They expect consti-
tutional justice.

The Bar Council's vice presi-
dent also lald emphasis on re-
thinking on the appolntment
process of judges saying, in al-
most all countries judges are
appointed from amongst people
who are aware of human rights
and having advanced thinking

of a soclety desirous of the free.
dom loving people.

“Judges should be appointed
through such a system that be-
fore their appointment they
undergo an exercise, and they
are not include on being em-
paneclled. It is for placement of
judge in his real position. In
many European countries there
are two systems from the ve
beginning of the study of law —
one system Is meant for making
the judges and the other system
is for preparation for the pro-
fession of free practice.” he said.

He said in Bangladesh, it Is
possible to evolve a process of
selecting judges on the basis of
an examination from a panel of
lawyers on the basis of merit
and character made from such
people who are energetic and
capable.

Such a system of appointing
judges may be considered for
strengthening the judiclary,
Barrister Amirul Islam said,
adding there Is no other alter-
native to it. He said justice can
be ensured only through per-
sons having mentality for dis.
pensation of justice indepen-
dently. If proper evaluation is
made of such type of people the
fearless and just people will
come into existence

government, she alleged.
“Allegations are there that

Court
that

were appointed High
{mlges.' she said, addin
1er predecessor had

with the then Acting President
over such a practice. Hasina
i said her government stopped it.

even district leaders of BNP

roblems

!'

Menon: Electoral process
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Political Parties’
Registration

The LDF leader strongly
supported the idea of political
parties gettling registered with
the EC. "We support the concept
with the expectation that it
would help flourish a sound po-
litical system which ensures
fundamental rights of the
democratic political parties to
carry out their respective pro-
gramimes.”

He, however, pointed out
that mere registration of parties
would not do away with their
undemocratic notions and

practices. "There should be a
comprehensive law under
which all political parties

would be compelled to have
democratic practices inside the
organisations, get their funds
audited regularly and ensure
accountability to party mem-
bers as well as the people.

Commenting that political
parties, especijally bigger ones,
just sell party tickets to mon-
eyed men with no political
background, Menon said the
practice has substantially con-
tributed to distorting the entire
electoral process

“The local units of the par-
ties are denied their rights and
responsibilities in selecting
candidates,” he noted. "There
should be legal provisions un-
der which a public servant
would not be allowed to contest

parliamentary polls within five

years of his or her retirement.”
As regards annual auditing
of the funds of political parties,
Menon welcomed the EC pro-
posal for a legal provision. "We
would definitely welcome a le-
gal provision requiring the
parties to get their funds au-
dited every year. We even want
auditing of returns of the elec-
tion expenses which are sub-
mitted to the Commission.”

Election Expenditure

Menon is, however, opposed
to the EC move for raising the
celling of election expenditure
to Tk Five lakh from Tk three
lakh. "Tk three lakh is still
good enough for a candidate to
manage election in a parlia-
mentary constituency.”

Noting that public rallies
involve lot of money these days
Menon said the EC should go for
holding projection meetings ol
all the candidates in a con-
stifuency. “lmposing a ceiling
on the number of public meet-
ings of a candidate could be an-
other way of avoiding huge ex-
penditures by candidates™, he
said. "Besides, the EC could go
for one common poster project-
ing identities of all the candi-
dates in a constituency and it
could charge certain amount ol
money for this from the candi-
dates.”

The LDF leader found it most
important to stop the practice
of distributing money among
voters during elections and sug-
gested stringent legal measures
to check the flow of money into
the polls

“If you want to have lair
elections, the most important
thing you have to do is to stop
influence of money over the
polling process™, he said. “In
that case, you have to have legal
provisions for cancelling can-
didature if and when a candi-
date IS found spending more
than the legally fixed ceiling.”

Election Expenses

Observer

Menon strongly supported
the EC idea of appointing Elec-
tion Expenses Observers to
closely monitor expenditures of
the candidates during polls. But
he believes that appointment of
one observer for more than one
constituency would not produce
the desired results. “Why not
one each in all the 300 con-
stituencies so that they can
monitor day to day expenses of
the candidates? ©

In this regard, he said that in
India a candidate has to submit
vouchers of expenses on a dally
basls. “Under the system in In-
dia, the officials concerned

have the scope to challenge the
vouchers on a regular basis and
there are examples of such chal-
lenges.”

The LDF leader said the po-
litical parties frequently de-
mand transparency of the Elec-
tion Commission. “This |s
good. But why don't the parties
ensure their transparency to
the Commission in particular
and to the people in general.”

Election Dispute

Resolution

The LDF leader finds the
present system of resolution of
electoral disputes ‘entirely un-
acceptable’ as hardly any dis-
pute is settled during the term of
a parliament. “All the electoral
disputes should be resolved

within six months of filing the
{ ti"*"'""!“
For this, Menon said, “the

status of the six existing Tri-
bunpals at the divisional head-
quarters should be elevated by
appointing High Court judges
there.”

Opposing the EC proposal for
replacement of the six Tri-
bunals by one to be based in the
capital, comprising two HC
judges, he said, "One Tribunal
might not be able to dispose of
all the cases in six months. Be-
sides, the question of appeal
against the Tribunal's verdict is
there”.

The LDF leader said the priv-
ilege of MPs not to appear be-
fore a court within 15 days be-
fore and after a parliament ses-
sion is an ‘impediment 1o
quick disposal of election cases
“This particular privilege
should be abolished as most of
the MPs concerned exploit it to
linger the judicial proceedings
against them.

Grameen Knitwear
e R P
officer's body
recovered
SAVAR, Apr 21: Police re-
covered the body of an officer of
Grameen Knitwear near Savar
EPZ early today, reports UNB
Family sources said. Jafar
Hossain, 40, assistant technical
officer of the Grameen
Knitwear, went out of his house
at 10pm on Thursday after re-

ceiving a phone call from EPZ.
But, he did not returm home

JU student

From Page 12

randum to the acting vice-
chancellor Prof. Tajul Islam,
demanding punishment to the
culprits.

Jiban told this correspon-
dent that he had an argument
with Bijon. a second-year stu-
dent of electronic and computer
science on Thursday at a
restaurant at Dairy Faringate,

Later, 25 students led by Bi-
jon attacked him.

Corrigendum

Dhaka Electric Supply Au-
thority (DESA} In a corrigen-
dum to a news item headlined
"ZIA without power for 3
hours”, published in The Daily
Star on April 20, said, "Biman
terminal No 1 feedér could not
operate because of the inability
n})tt‘aking power by Airport De-
velopment Authority (ADA) due
to a fault in their own sub-sta-
tion.”

"Biman terminal No 1 feeder
tripped showing over current
relay and subsequently 33 KVA
transformer of Airport Devel-
opment Authority (ADA} sub-
station of DESA tripped. At 9:45
am, electricity supply from
ADA sub-station has n nor-
malised except Biman terminal
| feeder”.

"It was confinned by the Ex-
ecutive Engineer of ADA that
Biman terminal No 1 feeder
cannot be operated because of
the short-circuit in the bus bar
of their 11 KV sub-station
caused by a cat. After eliminat-
ing the fault of the bus bar of
their own sub-station, the exec-
utive engineer of ADA gave the

clearance at 12:35 pm and elec-
tricity was restored,” it said.
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