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‘Péop]e's protest
( against
wilful delay’

By Staff Correspondent

Primie Minister and rulqu
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina yesterday termed her
party’'s street agitation against
some higher court judges as
“people’s resentment against
wilful delay” in the process of
trial of the Bangabandhu mur-
der case.

“Can you blame the people
for their protests or becoming
sentimental when they find the
court delaying the trial by re-
peatedly refusing to hear the
death reference or making such
delay wilfully?” she told a press
conference at the Gana Bhaban.
She returned home Thursday
after a 16-day tour of USA.

“Everybody has the right to
protest,” Hasina said.

She said delay in the trial is
encanraging opposition parties
whose current agitation |Is
‘mainly to protect the killers ol
Bangabandhu'.

The Prime Minister said
judges are pledge-bound to
brave any threat or intimida-
tion and keep themselves above
evervthing while dispensing
justice.

“The people in power stalled
the trial of Bangabandhu’s
killers for so many years. They
not only protected but also re-
warded the killers .... Whom
should you blame if Killing con-
tinues in the society,” she said
replving to a question on law
and order. "Murder or any other
act of terrorism will not stop in
the country unless the killers of
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plete trial for the
ake of justice

This is people's expectation, says PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday people
want the trial of Bangabandhu's
killers to take its normal
course and be completed for the
sake of ustice, reports BSS.

“The (lower) court has given
its verdict on the Bangabandhu
murder case as the law has

Jdaken its own course. Now it Is
the ple's e tation that the
killers will be punished for the
sake of the rule of law," she told
the "Advocates Conference
2000" of the Bangladesh Bar
Council in the city.

The Prime Minister sald she
believed those who deliver jus-
tice will live up to the expecta-
tions.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing a conference of the Bangladesh
| the Institution of Engineers in the city yesterday.

VA 2000 Fabert

Chief Justice Latifur Rah-
mai, Supreme Court judges,
Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru and diplomats joined
some B00 lawyers in the na-
tional conference.

Hasina's comments came
amidst a controversy and de-
mand for expediting the Banga-
bandhu murder trial process
currently pending before the
High Court for review and ap-
peal hearin%.

Sheikh Hasina said the judi-
clary was enjoying maximuin
independence during the tenure
of the current government
which has triggered an In-
creased peoples expectation
trom the court,
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She said for more than two
decades the killers of Banga-
bandhu were provided state pro-
tection and awarded with over-
seas postings to represent the
country abroad despite their
"proud self-confessions.”

Terrorism and murders
cannot be removed from socl-
ety, if the killers of "a president,
children and pregnant women
cannot be brought to justice,”
she sald.

"Moreover, if a quarters be-
comes active to protect the
killers, how can you protect the
people and save the society,” she
questioned.

"The killers and terrorists

See page 11 col 4
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olitics enters court, jucil‘“ges of
all levels will feel embarrassed

ClJ's call to keep court above politics

Chief Justice Latifur Rah-
man urged the lawyers yester-
day to help keep the court out of

politics, failing which may
erode confidence in judiciary,
reports BSS.

"If politics moves ils way
into the court, justice will be
hampered, dignity of court will
be affected and people will lose
their faith in the judiciary.” he
said, while speaking at the
Bangladesh Bar Council confer-
elnce.,

If politics enters the court,
the judges of all level will feel
emmbarrassed, the chief justice
said.

The chief justice also urged
the judges to maintain their
dignity since losing the people’s
confidence would mean col-
lapse of the judicial system.

The honesty of a judge is not
enough, court officials and
lawyers would also have to be

honest as the judges depend on
their honesty.

Attorney General and ex-of-
ficio chairman of the Bar
Council Mahmudul Islam
chaired the function.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru and Vice-president of
the Bar Barrister Amirul Islam
also addressed the meet.

The chief justice said a sense
of insecurity a prevails in soci-
ety affecting the process of jus-
tice. It's become very difficult to
curb crimes, he said.

"The situation has now
reached such a level that many
do not dare to become witnesses
despite watching it all happen.”

Justice Rahman urged the
administration to take these is-
sues Into consideration and ini-
liate necessary actions to expe-
dite the Implementation of
court orders for quick and effec-
tive delivery of justice,

The chief justice admitted
that the judicial across the
world suffered tainted a image
recently.

Experts blame the corrupt
judicial system for it.

Internationally, lawyers are
instrumental in the corruption
of judges through court clerks
and other staff.

The chief justice said a judge
was a more responsible person
than any other man in society
and primarily accountable to
his own consclence "despite the
fact that all consciences are not
above any guilt.”

“Therefore, the judges should
be accountable to the constitu-

tion, which in fact, is the ac-
countability towards public
opinion.” he said

e added: "The absolute au-
thority and unaccountability of
the higher judiciary also can
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I‘;las"ina welcomes
Opposition's
'politics of polls’

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vyesterday welcomed
opposition parties’ move to-
wards ‘politics of elections,
shunning the path of conspir-
acy for ousting government
through unconstitutional
means.

“Of late, they have redirected
their politics towards election, |
must say good sense has pre-
vailed upon them,” she sald at a
ress conference at the Gana

haban. But she rejected the
opposition demand for early
general election.

Replying to a question on the
opposition's pre-election cam-
paign, the Prime Minister also
thanked her political oppo-
nents for shifting from thelr
practice of ‘'monthly threat’ to
overthrow her government,

The Leader of the House once
again Invited the opposition to
join the parliament session as
they have already launched
election campaign. "Come to
the House, we will ventilate
your views to the electorate by
hmadcastinﬁ live the parlia-
ment proceedings you will par-
ticipate.”

The ruling Awami League
chief said her party will also
prepare for the next polls.
“Tenure of my government will
expire in July next year. The
next election will take place in

See page 11 col 6

_Govt undecided
on appointment of
adjudicator for

Grameen Court
By Staff Correspondent

The government is yet to de-
cide on appointment of the ad-

judicator for Grameen Court to |

replace the village courts estab-
lished in 1976

Sources said that the
Grameen Court project under-
taken by the government with
UNDP finance to the tune of Tk
5 crore, so far failed to come up
with a viable alternative of the
village ‘evurt. lieaded Dy +Hhe
chairman of the Union Council.

A draft bill proposed by the
law ministry and placed in the
cabinet recently suggested to re-
view whether a senior assistant
judge should be appointed the
presiding judge of the Grameen
Court instead of the chairman
of the union council, sources
said.

But the draft bill was sent
back to the law ministry of ‘fur-
ther thinking'. Earlier, another
draft bill on Grameen Court had
proposed appointment ol re-
tired magistrate as its presiding

judge.
See page 11 col 6

E-com seminar
~ in Ctg today

By Staff Correspondent

A seminar on e-commerce
jointly organised by The Daily
Star and Chittagong Stock EX-
change (CSE) will be held today
at 3:00 pm at Hotel Agrabad in
Chittagong.

Experts on Information
Technology (IT) will speak at
the seminar while business per-
sons. executives, students are
expected to attend the seminar.

| Action

Nor'wester in Netrokona,

” Rangpur kills 17

At least 17
killed, over 300 iInjured as
nor'wester lashed different ar-
eas In Netrokona and Rangpur
districts on Thursday night.

The storm left about 7000
houses and crops In vast areas
damaged.

Our Netrokona Correspon-
dent reports: At least 12 people
including two women and five
children were killed and over
100 Injured as a nor wesler
swept four upazilas of the dis-
trict.

Of those killed,
identified as Phool Banu , 35,
and her two minor children
Abdur Rouf, 12, and Motaleb,
10, Shirin, 4, Maju, 30, Sahar
All, 50, Selina, 35, Kawsers
mother, 70, Uzzal, 12,and Rob,

pr‘nplf* were

10 were

By Staff Correspondent

20.Two others - a minor boy
and an old man—were unidenti-
fied.

All of them were killed in
house collapse, official sources
sald.

According to the district
administration, the storm
caused widespread damage In
Netrokona Sadar, Purbadhala,
Atapur and Madan upazilas.

The nor'wester with a speed
of around 120 km per hour and
accompanied by halil continued
for about 45 minutes from 1-15
am, flattening at least 2000
thatched and tin-shed houses

Over a dozen educational in-
stitutions were also damaged in
the storm. Hundreds of threes
were uprooted and electric and
telephone poles damaged.

The Deputy Commissioner
visited the storm-hit areas and
distributed Tk 22,000 among
the affected people. Ten lonnes
of food items were also sent as
emergency relief.

"We need more relief materi-
als for the worst affected peo-
ple,” an official said

Our Rangpur Correspondent
acdds: At least five persons were
killed, over 200 injured, about
9000 kutcha houses were raged
to the ground and crops in vast
areas damapged when a
nor wester hit parts of Rangpur
Sadar, Gangachhara, Pir-
gachha and Tarag:mg upazilas
and Rangpur paurasabha areas.

The dead were identidied as
Rahnuma Begum Tuni, 13, of

See page 11 col 2

AL vs AL in Rajshahi

to boycott today's bypolls

Opposition

RAJSHAHI, Apr 21: Parlia-
mentary by-election in Ra-
jshahi-5 constituency compris-
ing Charghat and Bagha thanas
is going to be held tomorrow
amid a tense situation.

The BNP-led local All Party
Committee earlier
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
the constituency on the polling
day. Opposition BNP and Ja-
maat-e-Islami are boycotting
the by-election, making it vir-
tually a race between two local
leaders of ruling Awami League
— one nominated by the party
and the other contesting as an
independent candidate. Nurul
Islam Thandu is contesting as
AL nominee and Ralhanul
Haque Raihan as an indepen-
dent candidate

All the 72 polling centres are
'risky' and out of the total, 52
have been identified as 'very
risky'. Returning Officer and
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Abdul Wadood

*.A__
Nurul Islam
Deputy Commissioner of Ra-
jshahi AKM Shamsuddin
Ahmed said

All necessary pre«
measures have been taken
we are completely prepai
to hold the by-electios
fair.”
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question of riggug ol VOIeS oI
media coup. he added respond-
ing to a question irom tnis cor
respondent

He said that none ol the

candidates has so far submitted
any specific allegation of ter-

See Page 12 Col 4

Men of Charmonai peer,
police clash: One killed,
over 200 injured

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 21:
One person was kllled and over
200 were injured, 20 by bullet,
in a fierce clash between the
supporters of Charmonai Peer
and police in Dewanbagh area
here today, reports UNB.

Officials and witnesses said
the enraged Charmonai sup-
porters, who are waging a cam-
paign against the rival peer of
Dewanbagh, also ransacked
and set fire to four police
camps.

Over 20 vehicles were dam-
aged on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway during the clash that
llrﬁtrd traffic on the busy route
for over three hour$ from 5 pm

Forty bullets were looted
during the three-hour-long
clash during which police fired
a salvo of over 450 gunshots
and 30 teargas shells

The dead was identified as
Amirul Islam, 20, son of Deen
Mohammad of Kalabari area in
Bandar thana. He was shot in
his buttock and died on way I«
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

The injured included a mag-
istrate and 25 policemen, in-
cluding an Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued at Kanchpur at about
4. 45pm when police tried to re-
frain supporters of Charmonail
Peer from attending a meeting
at Dewanbagh in the Sadar
thana. Later, the protesters
broke the police barricades and
proceeded

About 20,000 supporters of
Charmonai Peer assembled
near Dewanbagh Darbar Sharil

See Page 2
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| visit to H

Mary Ann io
succesd 4

Holzman
By Diplomatic
Correspondent
Mary Ann Peters, a care
diplomat, w succeed Lhe
outgoing US Ambassador to
John C Holzman

Nl retirement

uld

who isto g

[he incoming envoy is n
posted as Deputy Chief
mission in Ottowa

Marv Ann would be second
women ambassador of the
United States to be assigned (O
Earlier jane .",t??*i
Coon was the first US woman
diplomat 1o head her countrv s
mission abroad in the earl
eighties

Holzman s high point
reer was marked | the recent
ingladesh by the US
President Bill Clinton. He als
worked (1O expand US.
Bangladesh business ties and
the ;;'UIHH'.F' 1 ”".':‘tL,.'. S t'\;.--.-ﬂh
rose from a meagre 25 million
dollars to million dollars
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

| ) 9078 W43 AG0NY I 942
| ] TR S4Afes FAIMS T FME 1A

Notice Regarding Spot Assessment

This is for information of all concerned that
| assessment has been introduced in Finance Act 19 : ,
| have already started spot assessment activities in their areas under jurisdiction. Its salient

| features are:-

|

from business.

concerned tax-payers.

{| ®# This provision is an easy method to settle on the spot tax cases and payment of tax liability
for those persons (except company) who have no income tax file although they have income

The concerned tax-payers after being agreed to pay tax on the prescribed rate deposits the

tax in Bangladesh Bank/Sonali Bank, the receipt of deposit will be considered as the
evidence of completion of assessment of tax.

* Tax fixed in such a way will remain unchanged for the next two tax years also for the

I * Tax officials will help tax-payers in filling up return.
*

rovision to realise income tax through spot
. Deputy Commissioners of Taxes concerned

1 * Rate of tax in case of spot assessment:
jobusness: RS L ITCLATSIR .
Serial | Location of firm Amount of capital (in taka) Amount of
LR M _ RPTRESIENY tax (in taka)
(1) Within the area of city | Up to maximum 5,00,000/ - 2,500/ -
corporation. N o i,
(2) Within the area of city | Above 5,00,000 taka but up to maximum | 3,500/~
. jcorporation. __________110,00000/- _
(3) Within divisional or| Upto maximum 5,00,000/ O TR R T T
__| municipal area in town.
(4) Within divisional or| Above 5,00,000/- but up to maximum | 2,500/-
| | municipal area in town. | 10,00,000/- _
| *  Ifthe tax-payer concerned does not agree to pay tax in the specific rate during the period of

spot assessment activities in presence of their nominated representatives.
All including the Traders Association concérned are requested to cooperate in the spol

assessment activities.

| DFP-8961-17/4
G-719
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| spot assessment activities, then completion of assessment of his tax will be done as per
normal law within the shortest possible time,

| * Deputy Cnmmisaiuqers of Taxes will inform the office-bearers of the Traders Association
-‘ concerned before going to spot assessment in business establishments and will conduct the
|
'|
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National Board of Revenue
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Free electoral process
from money and

~ muscle power
Menon tells The Daily Star

By Nurul Kabir

Left Democratic Front leader
Rashed Khan Menon thinks
that the nation’'s future largely
depends on streamlining the
country’'s electoral process,
democratising the political par-
ties and mukln% those account-
able to the people,

“If we fail to [ree the elec-
toral process from the influence
of black money and muscle, {f
we [all to Introduce democratic
practices inside political par-
tles and make those account-
able to the electorate, the na-
tion would be nowhere in the
near future,” the LDF leader ob-
served, “Its high time for us to
address the problems.”

He made the observations in
an exclasive interview with The
Daily Star last week.

Strengthening the EC

Menon asserted that the
Election Commission (EC) is
not ‘independent enough’ to en-
sure a free and fair general elec-
tion and it is one of the most
important political tasks of the
nation to address the problem.

“Free and falr election Is an
essential pre-requisite for
democratic governance but our
Election Commission is not in-
dependent enough to ensure
this.,” sald Menon., “To become
independent, the Commission
must have its own cadre of stafl
so that It can exercise required

\_' \

Rashed Khan Menon

control over the electoral pro-
cess across the country.”

He sald, "It is mainly the
administrative cadre of the
state which controls the elec-
toral process at the field level
The Deputy Commissioners
play the role of Returning OIffi-
cers in the polls while the Elec-
tion Commission does not have

ermanent control over them.

he EC must have its own offl-
clals as Returning Officers, who
are permanently accountable to
"

See page 11 cal 7
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