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Release Sharif, set

time-frame for polls

McKinnon urges Pak military govt

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Commonwealth Secretary
General Donald C. McKinnon

asked the Pakistan's military

government to release impris-
oned Pakistanl premier Nawaz
Sharif vesterday and set a spe-
cific time frame for national
elections. |

“I appeal to them for the re-
lease of Nawaz Sharif and to sel
a time-table to hold reglonal
and national elections,” said
McKinnon. “Announcing a date

for local polls is just not
enough.”
McKinnon, the new secre-

tary general of the 54-member
Commonwealth, made the re-
marks during a press conler-
ence at Zia International Air-
port last night before ending a
two-day visit to Bangladesh.

He said the fate of Pak-
istan’'s membership in the
Commonwealth would be de-
cided at a ministerial meeting
in London next month.

The general tenor of think-
ing among the members was
that there should be some pres-
sure on Pakistan.

"Keep the pressure oI, but
have dialogue, too,” said McK-
innon.

McKinnon said he had
fruitful talks with Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina, Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
and made a courtesy call on the
president during his brief visit.

The secretary general also
met with the Leader of the Op-
position Khaleda Zia. McKin-
non described their meeting as
very productive” and said he
was happy to hear her views.

“Every opposition is a pov-
ernment in waiting,” said McK-
INnnon.

McKinnon, who served as
New Zealand's foreign minister
for nine vears, sald he wanted
to visit Bangladesh, since it was

See page 11 col 8

132 students
- call off

hunger strike

By Staff Correspondent

The 132 students of Moti-
jheel Model High School and
College, who began a fast unto
death at Muktangan in the city
at about 1lam yesterday, called
off their programme at 8:30 pm
at the request of Opposition
leader Khaleda Zia.

The students were demand-
ing permission to sit for the
HSC examinations beginning
on April 27.

Parents of some ol the stu-
dents had also joined the pro-
gramine.

Parents of the students will
sit today to fix their next course
of action, S M Shajahan, father
of one of the students told this
correspondent last night.

Khaleda Zia visited the
hunger-striking students and
their parents and told them
that she would talk to the gov-
ernment on the issue. " As the
Leader of the Opposition and as
a conscious citizen, 1 urge all,
including the Education Min-
{stry, to solve the matter”.

in her brief speech she sald {t

See page 11 col 6
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The 132 students of Motijheel Model High School and College during their fast-unto-
death programme at Muktangan yesterday.

CHITTAGONG, Apr 20: In-
vestors and officials at the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone have t‘\}llt'hm"t‘] concernm
about union activities after
some leaders from outside the
zone started a secret campaigr
to encourage workers to join
UnIons

Source saild trade union
leaders from the port and other

industrial areas became active

to take advantage US pressure
to allow trade unions in EPZ.

A senior EPZ zone official
said they received a letter re-
cently from 13 companies voic-
ing their concerns about the se-
cret activities of union leaders.
The government was notified
about the matter

We are keeping watch out for
union activity since they could
pose a threat to uninterrupted
production and investment,
said all official. who requested
anonymity

Sources saild some foreign
investors visited several negh-
bouring countries recently to
look for alternative invest-

From Nurul Alam

ments if trade unions are al-
lowed in the CEPZ

'We are closely watching the
situation since we are con-
cerned about the pressure to al-
low trade unions, said a senior

Javed sues
former CCCI
president

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 20: The
acting president of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (CCCI) Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury Javed today filed a
criminal case against CCCI
president Kamaluddin Ahmed
with Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (CMM) Court, Chittagong.

Saifuzzaman accused Ka-
maluddin Ahmed of tarnishing
his image by making false alle-
gations at a press conlerence
held at Dhaka recently.

official of a leading foreign
company, who requested
anonymity.

Secret union activities at
CEPZ concern Investors

"We can accept trade unions, |

if they are handled lawfully.
But we are afraid they would
lead to frequent strikes and un-
rest that plague other industrial
areas in this country.”

Nasir Uddin, managing di-
rector of a Bangladeshi textile
unit in the zone said "the intro-
duction of trade unions will
lead to a deterioration in the
production efliciency.
would force many investors (o
relocate to other lucrative
places.”

"'Some investors have sus-
pended plans to develop pro-
srammes in their units. They
hnvc assumed a 'wait and see
policy,” said Nasir.

The CEPZ was developed on
132 hectares of land overlook-
ing the sea. It became opera-
tional in 1983. It houses 100 in-
dustrial units including 62
owned by foreign investor, 18
joint ventures and 20 owned by
Bangladeshis.

Upazila in
¢ place of
thana

The government yesterday
issued a directive to use the
word "Upazila" in place of
"“thana" with the designations
of government officials in all
the thana of the country, re-
ports BSS.

An official handout said the
word "Upazila" Instead of
“thana" has to be used for every-
thing formed conducted and
controlled under government
orders, directives or executive
orders with regard to the
thanas.

The change was made in

- view of the passage of Upazila

Unions |
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Parishad Act 1998, and its subs
sequent effect from February 1,
1999.

Remarks on judges

BNP may take
AL leaders

to court

Main opposition BNP Iis
likely to sue the ruling party
ministers and leaders for their
recent remarks and demon-
strations against justices of the
High Court that they consider
as an "assault on the judiciary”,
reports UNB.

Khaleda Zia called an emer-
%ency meeting of the Standing

ommittee, the party's highest
policymaking body, and senior
lawyers belongtj;lg to the party
at -29 Minto Road yesterday
evening.

The meeting discussed vari-
ous legal provisions to stand
against the government party s

See page 11 col 5

Oust AL govt
~ to save
judiciary: BNP
By Staff Correspondent

BNP has called upon the
people to force the Awami
League government out of office,
save judiciary, and establish
the rule of law.

Expressing concern over the
comments and activities of the
ruling party on judiciary, party
leaders at a protest rally in the
city yesterday vowed to topple
the Awamli Lea%ue government
immediately and form a demo-
cratic government under the
leadership of Khaleda Zia.

The rally was organised to
demand proper supply of gas,
water and electricity through-
out the country and to protest
the remarks some AL ministers
about the Supreme Court judges
who were embarrassed to hear
the death reference in. the
Ban%ahandhu murder case.

“The government is now
planning to destroy the judi-
ciary after destroying the ad-
ministration,” sald BNP Secre-
tary-general Abdul Mannan

See page 11 col 8
 Correction

In a news item published in
The Dally Star on April 14 un-
der the headline "Rejoinders
and Our Reply," the name of Al-
Haj AKM Belaluddin was Inad-
vertentlY lprlnted as Al-Haj

ailu

AKM Melaluddin. We regret the
error.
April | Sun Rises | Sun Sets
21 - 6-23pm
5-?3[&!31 [ . i

22

Prayer Timings

April 21

Azan Jamaat
Fajr 4-45 0-15
Juma 12-15 1-20
(Asr . 440 5-00
 Maghrib _ 6-25 | 6-30
 Esha B-00 8-30
| Suvurcee: Ixlamie Foundation
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Govt plans ban on smoking
 in public places

By Special Correspondent

The government is contems-
plating a ban on smoking in
public places to protect people
from the effects of passive
smoking, Law Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru has said.

"A clean environment is a
pre-requisite for a good lile
Environment is a global issue
on which there should not be
any dispute. It should be kept
out of the purview of politics
and all have to come forward to
protect it", the minister told a
workshop on ‘Environment
Court: Challenges ahead’ at the
Jatiya Press Club in the city
yesterday.

Organised by the Foruin ol

Environmental Journalists of

Bangladesh (FEJB), the Work-

shop was held to discuss various
aspects of the Environment
Courts to be set up in divisional
headquarters to try ‘eco-offend-
ers’ under a legislation passed
by Parlilament last month.

The discussants included
Syed Marghub Murshed, Envi-
ronment and Forests Secretary;
Shireen Kamal Saeed, UNDP
assistant resident representa-
tive; Mahfuzullah, Chairman of
[UCN National Committee; Dr
Mahfuzul Hug, Coordinator of
UNDP aided Sustainable Envi-
ronmental Management Pro-
gramnme; UNDP expert Dr
Aminul Islam, Dr Abdus Sattar,
Dr Mizan Khan and Shehabud-
din Ahmed of FEJB. Chairman

See page 11 col 6

| (MOA) project have

Major job cut in

“MOA project

Many lose their jobs as bid to work

out a successor instrument fails
By Reaz Ahmad

About two-thirds of the staff

of a Ministry of Agrlcullure

een fired

after the government and the

funding agency failed to work
oul a successor project.

Some 130 out of 200 staff
members of the Agrobased In-
dustries and Technology Devel-
opment Project (ATDP) have al-
ready lost their job. The rest
will be in chub until the US-
AlD-supported project formally
winds up on the 30th of this
month

Ronald P. Black, Chief of
Party, ATDP, told the Dally
Star that the ATDP's staff
wtf[‘lli{lh has been reduced to
one-third but the project may
continue with less staff until
July to bridge the gap between
the current and the future pro-
ISCE

Officials in MOA and USAID
hinted that it may take several
months to negotiate a new
phase of agribusiness support-
ive project. They attributed bu-
reaucratic tangles to such delay
in the negotiation process.

The officlals, preferring
anonymity, said any break in
the vital programme will slow
down the current pace of devel-
opment in agribusiness sector.

ATDP that involves over 40
million US dollars began in
1995 with 10 million dollars in
assistance from the USAID
while the rest coming from
state coffers.

However, an ATDP report
claimed that although the pro-
ject started with only 10 mil-
lion dollars in assistance from
the USAID, it generated in-
vestment worth 227.7 million
dollars in the country. Of this,
30.7 million dollars came from
the government, 117 million
dollars from financial institu-
tions and 80 million dollars
from the private sector.

It contributed immensely to
the promotion of commercial
potato export, introduction of
Urea Super Granule (USG), de-

velopment of linkages between
exporters and growers of fruits
and vegetables and raising of
nine orchards in the country
over the last five years.

The ATDP also played a cru-
clal role in the formation of
Agribusiness Development Or-

anization of Bangladesh
ADOB), a forum of 20 major as-
sociations in the agriculture
sector.

There were criticism as well.
An USAID report had observed
last year that ATDP focused on
too many areas with inadequate
resources, maintaine a
centralised management at its
head office and did not recog-
nise the potential of feed and
diary processing.

But officials argued that gov-
ernment and supporting agen-
cles could always find ways to
improve upon previous €rrors
once they agreed on a new pro-
ject modality.

/,-—"’Young man

! shot dead at

Narsingdi

From Our Correspondent

NARSINGDI, Apr 20:
Unidentified gunmen shot dead
a young man in the town's
Kawriapara area at about 8:15
pm tonight.

The dead was identified as
Babul Miah, 25, an engine boat
owner, police said.

Being informed by local peo-
ple, police rushed to the spot
and sent the victim to sadar
hospital where the attending
doctors declared him dead.

The body was sent to hospi-
tal morgue for autopsy.

A case was registered with
Narsingdi sadar thana in this
connection. None, however, was
arrested till filing of this report
at 10:00 pm.
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