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cles which contributed in
one way or the other, who could
not be e?nored. They Qave to be
included.

The particular angle of the
Master Plan which we must
look into is whether we are
damaging the rural sector due to
urban development, whether we
are damaging the water course.
There are things which depend
on policy. These are strategy
and standards. There are tem-
porary things, such as agricul-
ture in rural area. There are cer-
tain permanent things which,
once the costly mistake s
made, cannot be changed. Once
a road is made, it will remain
there for a hundred years. So
that is iInfrastructure and
transport. Then there are cer-
tain things which can be cor-
rected, such as municipal and
socio-economic, We feel that
transparency is needed in all
these things.

In development planning,
there is planning and building,
Planning If off-site and build-
ing construction is on-site,.
There is the Bulilding Construc-
tion Act. It mentions haphazard
construction. That is the loca-
tion aspect. That has nothing to
do with construction. We don't
find this in the BC Act. This has
been covered by the rules later
on.

What do we need at the de-
velopment planning level?
What are the problems? There
should be transparency. Who
has what function at what
level? For example, it should
not be the Mayor's problem as
to whether there will be an east-
ern by-pass or not. The respon-
sibility of the City Corporation
is his priority. But that can't

just be discarded. Who is to see
that?

2]
square feet of the building
which we want sanctioned. Sec-

side. It has the authority to give

rmission for construction of

utldings. It is clearly stated
that if you apply to DCC for
building construction, DCC will
refer this to the RAJUK Chair-
man. If the RAJUK Chairman
deems it contradictory to the
Master Plan, then he will refuse
it and DCC will refuse it too.
This not only applicable to
DCC, but too the pourashava
also. The Act mentions both the
Muniecipal Act and pourashava
ordinance. But what about the
union council and the upazila?

The requirements are that
the land-filling matter must be
added. Cutting is mentjoned,
but land-filling, which is being
practised so much In Dhaka,
must be brought under the law.
Land sub-division also should
be included.

Mahfuz Anam: | will request
former RAJUK Chairman Mr.
Rahmatullah to speak now.

Rahmatullah: Under our
Building Construction Act of
1952, there is the Building Con-
Struction Rules of 1966 and
presently we are building, cut-
ting hills, carrying out excava-
tion, re-excavation under this
Act in Dhaka City. This law is
also applicable to different
parts of Bangladesh. Under this
Building Act, RAJUK gives, or
does not give, perinission for
building.

There are some salient fea-
tures ol these Building Con-

struction Rules. We have a pro-
cedure for application. We have
to pay a fee to obtain permis-
sion for each building. This

ranges from Tk. 100 to Tk.
,000. This depends on

tion 3 of the Building Construc-

tion Act. Rules for submission
of drawing. Persons qualified to

AGENDA FOR URBAN CONCERN

A survey carried out by RAJUK last October states that there are about 260 high-rise buildings
in Dhaka which are risky and constructed with no specifications. Of these risky buildings, 43

are in Dhanmondi, 29 are in Mirpur and Uttara,

27 in Gulshan, five in Ramna. These build-

ings are supposed to be demolished. So far RAJUK has failed to break one.
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trees are all being cut down,
There will be no (healthy) envi-
ronment left in Dhaka City,
However much the City Corpo-
ration sprays insecticide, it
won't stop the mosquitoes un-
less it can keep the city clean.
Judiclary has to be there, the
police have to be there, so lm-
mediate action can be taken.
Mahfuz Anam: Now our co-
host from the Scouts will speak.
Mesbah Uddin Bhuiyan,
Deputy National Commis-
sloner, Bangladesh Scouts: In-
stead of blaming anyone, let us
see how we can overcome the
problem. Chief Engineer of RA-
JUK has said that they pass the
drawing of a bullding in many
cases, it's perhaps a commer-
cial building with a car park be-
low. but a few days later it Is
seen that these are made into
shops. He said that it is the re-
sponsibility of those makln&
the building to inform RAJU
how the building is being made.
He said that once the shops are
made and DCC is giving them
trade licences, they are getting
legal rights. So my suggestion is
that, when the building is bein
made, RAJUK can check it from
fime (o time. Then perhaps this
can be stopped. Once a shop is
made, DCC is giving the trade
licence. But when partition
walls are being made in a car
park space, shutters are being
ul up, or space s being made
or shops, we can see these

to say that this Is a fallacy. Af-
ter all, when a professional de-
veloper develops a building, be
it residential, commercial or a
5ImpplnF complex, I can say,
particularly about REHAB
members, a lot of planning goes
into each buflding. I see a lot of
known faces here today who are
involved with various develop-
ers In the fleld of architecture,
engineering and so on. Utmost
care is taken when designing a
multi-storied bullding, for
parking, exit, lift, escalators
and so on. | personally feel that
private citizens make more un-
planned buildings than devel-
opers. I am not wanting to of-
fend anyone.

As far as 1 know, RAJUK
would never pass a plan for a
10-storied building with a
5hnppiug space, but no parking
space. But look at Elephant
Road, Panthapath or Kemal
Attaturk Avenue. If anyone
Easses a plan for a three-storied

uilding, there is no need for
parking. For example, there is
the main road of Dhanmondi.
There are quite a few shopping
centres there, other than Rapa
Plaza, which are four-storled,
According to the law, there is no
need for parking space here. So
they can make the structure
there without any parking lot,
without violating any law. This
creates serious traffic jams.

There is Eastern Plaza. It's a
nice building, It's a very estab-

the head will have to be cut off
for the sake of the headache,
There will be no alternative.,
Our policy makers were con-
sldcrinﬁ a plan that no permis-
slon will be given for residen-
tial bulldings over six or 10 sto-
ries in Dhaka City. That seems
to me the same thing, cutting off
the head to cure the headache.
Where technology has pro-
gessed S0 much, why shouldn't
haka have 20 to 30-storled
buildings, 1 don't understand.
There are some set rules about
how many metres are to be left
around a bulilding. Everyone is
adhering to these rules in con-
structing their buildings. This
Is creating the problems. This
has almost nothing to do with
the plot size. Say, for example,
Basundhara. There (s no reason
why a multi-storied building
can't be constructed there. It is
such a nice place. Technology
can provide proper sewerage.
water, electric supply, every-
thing. Nowadays you can even
set up a power plant. In recent
times we set up a power plant in
a textile industry. It can break-
even in three to four years, So it
Is really nothing to set up a
power plant in a big commer-

clal cmnrlex. Simlilarly there is

no need for WASA water suplpiy.

Given them permission for deep

tubewells. This can solve
things. The problems that pre-
vail regarding height or density
can be easily resolved.

a pond, a ditch or a slum, it was
not clear. They said, please fix
our lake. I said, Inshallah, |
will work on it from tomorrow.

I began work. I sent my team
of engineers to Dhanmondi
Lake and they were obstructed.
They were asked why had they
come. They said that they had
been sent by the Mayor for the
beautification of the lake so
that the people of the area could
walk by the lake to have some
respite in the morning and
evenings. They were told to go
back. Why? Because the water of
the lake was of the Ministry of
Fisheries. The banks of thcrl); ke
were of the Ministry of Works,
They said that unless they were
given permission, they couldn’t
start work there. I was in a false
position, a dilemma. We weren't
In power then.

Until the obstacles are re-
moved, a beautiful Dhaka can-

not be conceived, Dhaka City
Corporation’s jurisdiction s
360 sq. kilometres. It has a ca-
pacity to house 5 million to 6
million people, not more. But
there Is an ever burgeoning
population. If I make five peo-
ple live where two people lived,
there will naturalﬁf be prob-
lems. I face some problems.
Mirpur had been a satellite
town. More such satellite towns
must be built up around Dhaka.
We are only coming to this side
of the river, not working on the
other side. But with the bridge,
we can now extend ourselves to

m-
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What will DCC do? I understand
decentralisation. Then, con-
struction of satellite towns,
then metropolitan government.
But where will we go? You have
been Mayor for six years, If you
have to hand over Dhaka ity
to a predecessor, look at {ts
state. Mosquitoes had been
lessened, but these later In-
creased again.

Over the past six years while
you were Mayor, the population
ncreased. That was not 1. your
control. We throw garbage all
day and you are trying to con-
trol it. But as the Prime Minis-
ter said in the Mukhamukhi
programme, all problems have
an answer, but all answers do
not provide a solution.

WASA clals It is doing its
Job. The REHAB president said
that the developers are being
blamed, but they are not at
fault. So WASA is doing no
wrong. the developers are doing
no wrong, DCC is doing no
wrong. so where will we citizens
£0? You have to face this ques-
tion. If all of us think we are
blameless, then where is the
blame? As a citizen when |
leave iy house In the morning,
| can hardly breathe due to lead
pollution. Arsenic kills me if |
drink water. It takes me three
hours In place of one to reach
office due to the traffic. Clashes
are taking place on the roads.
Roads are blocked. Fifty per
cent of our energy is sapped in
planning our way out of this,
This applies to us all.

You say one should do this. I
say, one should do this, If we all
say one should do this, who will
do the thing? You are in power. |
can just say you should do this.
But you can’t just leave it at
that. You have to do it because
you are in the driving seat.
When | call ministers to the

Awami League too. You can
make a group of others, keeping
contact with NGOs and other
organisations, BUET and so on,

Today we are talking about
resolving Dhaka City's prob-
lems. You are having to reply. It
wolild be better if those who are
me!cmentmg these things were

ere, "

Mohammed Hanif: | could
have answered this before, but
since Mr. Anam had asked me
not to drag in others but to talk
about what my own or s5Aa-
tion could do, 1 did not ring in
WASA, DESA, T&T, police and
others. If 1 start, a lot of time
will be taken.

You have mentioned some
fallures of DCC. Yes, it's true.
DCC hasn’t been successful in
all cases. 1 have said that we
have had some successes, some
fallures. I don’t want to bring in
your fallures into this forum at
least.

SUIL. let me ask you one
question. Whose responsibility
is bE‘WEl’HFﬂ‘? Dhaka City would
be flooded before, why not now?
Due to DCC it does not go under
water. Water would stay for four
days before, now water doesn't
stay there even for two hours.
Why? Because DCC has resolved
the problem, though this isn't
even DCC's responsibility.
There was
flood, worst in decades, but
Dhaka’s southern parts were
not flooded. Why? Because of
the Dholai Khal power pump
carried out by DCC. These were
the responsibility of other or-

ganisations, but they didn't

carry out their responsibilities.
That is why we had to do it. DCC
s an organisation whose
Mayor is elected by the people.
Since for the first time in the
country’s history a Mavor has
been elected by the people, they

this devastating
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them, but it is only natural that
it may not be so big in RAJUK's
huge scheme of things. So there
Is a need for transparency to
distributing these things are
different levels. There is the in-
ter-sectoral level and the area
level.

Let us see what the BC Act
has and what it does not have. It
has a good side. It has develop-

features are relationship with
adjacent road. Distance from
electric line, you need a safe dis-
tance. Land use policy. Bound-
ary wall. Height of building.
The rules have more or less all
that is needed to make a build-
ing or neighbourhood beautiful.

Other salient features are
what each floor will be named
and conditions for construction

the administration is a must.
There may be a huge population
pressure, but no one comes here
unless they are compelled to
leave their parent's home in the
village.

You will see that there is a
furore in the parliament, there
are walkouts, but where na-
tional Interests are concerned,

... %]
TR e We all love you Mr. Hanif. We
all know you to be humble, sin-
cere. That is why we expect a lot
from you. At the end of the day, load-shedding of electricity.
the problems are on the rise, They ask me about water-log-
not on the decline. 1 can write %‘”g- about drinking water. |
what 1 have heard here today, ave to answer all the gues-
but what will be the face of tions as I was elected by their
Dhaka next “"EEI{. next "]U“th? votes. | had wanted to avoid [hi.ﬁ'
I find no answer. Let us ques-  issue so that bad feeling do not

in the jurisdiction of the Mayor
or not.
They ask me why there is
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ment in congruence with the of basement. Why these two are :jlfe“ Vaa’:ljlpa&ye;a?(r 151?“:?158;1;:2; tion Mr. Hanif today. Let us do  increase. As it is by dflnﬂﬂdlﬂ%
Master Plan. The BC Act does in one clause, | don't know, but ma:{ner “}; Ses TSR faany something, If necessary, like 4 metropolitan government

have become unpopular among
heads of organisations. So ]
talk less and keep my mouth
shut. I wasn't supposed to be
here so long. 1 was supposed to
have stepped down a year ago.
But Allah has kept a few cases
pending. making the elections

not mention any provision for
making a Master Plan.

There is another good side
which has allowed mixed use.
Another thing is that if the gov-
emment so wants, it can with-
draw this law from any particu-
lar area.

they are. These can be fixed.
There are few lines about venti-
lation and lighting. Construc-
tion of roof, cornice and sun-
shade. This is quite a contro-
versial matter. Architects al-
ways try to take advantage of
this particular rule, how large a

Humayun Ahmed, let us have a
hunger strike, refusing to eat
until Dhaka is fixed. We have to
do something. How long can
this go on? I am sorry for be-
coming a bit emotional.
Mohammed Hanif: You have
spoken from your heart. What

countries of the world. Where
the people’'s interests are con-
cerned, they are all united.
Unfortunately, over here if |
try to apprehend illegal rick-
shaws without licences, my
brothers in the opposition in-
cite the rickshaw-wallas to lay

What things doesn’t this BC

Act cover? The difficulties we  JUK tries to get them to make it Engr Dr Azadur Rahman the Mayor alive! Several times cussed the problems, but a good So I am here a few more davs.
find when planniug. what we as small as pDSSlblE. There are my pgg'r rickshaw-walla broth- solution has not been offered. Prav that | can carn, out mv du-
feel was necessary, are, firstly, such areas where we conflict. things with our own eyes. These lished shopping centre of Bangladesh has two docu- ers have come to the Nagar This is true, but if there are  five Tl o people will say what I

there is no mention of land fill-
ing. It mentions excavating
ponds, man-made tanks. But it
does not mention natural
sources of water.

Then there is conservation
of agriculture. open spaces,
buildings of historical impor-
tance and architectural inter-
est. These are not covered in the
Ac] e L
There is the Construction
Act, but there is no mention of
quality control or strength of
any building. It has no control
on land subdivision, which it
should have had. There is no
land-ceiling, land sharing and
land adjustment. RAJUK is of-
ten blamed, naturally, about
the fact that the price of land is
goln% up, but in acquiring land,

eveloping it and then selling
it, it is not possible for many
reasons to keep the price of land
in control. In many countries
there is a land-sharing or land
adjustment approach. It can be
done here too. We have brought
it in our Master Plan, but it
would be better if it was given
legal strength.

Then just as we don'’t see sur-
face density when constructing

cornice they can make and RA-

Emergency exit and other nec-
€ssary arrangements. As a per-
son interested in this particular
field, I would say it is very inad-
equate, particularly in view of
the high rise buildings now be-
ing allowed by RAJUK. The law
is very inadequate for emergen-
cies. This must be changed im-
mediately. There is certainly

‘going to be a very big accident. It

is inevitable.

Just as there are special
rules for residential buildings,
there are also rules for con-
struction of garages. There are
special rules for commercial
buildings and warehouses. Spe-
cial rules for assembly build-
ings like auditorium and the-
atres, etc. There are special
rules for industrial buildings.
There are special rules for hotel
buildings, special rules for
hospitals, educational institu-
tions and similar buildings.
Then we have special rules for
Seven-story or higher buildings
because we are going high rise.
Above all these rules we have
something called special con-
trol. That is, the government
can say at any time that you
cannot build a building higher

RN - it
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can be stopped then.

We, who are influential or
well off in society, sometimes
do certain things. These en-
courage the middle-class to also
do the same things, which go
against the rules. For example,
RAJUK has bindings that in the
Gulshan area there can be no
buildings over six stories in the
residential zone. But I know a
road in. Guishan, within the res-
idential zone, there where are
nine and ten-storied buildings,
all on one road. This affects the
houses behind which cannot go
higher than six stories. They
are not getting any light. How
this came about, I do not know.

In Dhanmondi, if you look
west from Party Centre, you
will see a huge high rise build-
ing. Later we learnt that the
building was not in the Dhan-
mondi mouza. Yet all around it
there are Dhanmondi residen-
tial area houses.

PARTICIPANTS _

Dhaka, but on the two Eids the
traffic jams caused there are
terrible. The developer has not
broken any of the prevalent
laws. He has kept adequate
parking space as is prescribed
for a building of that size. But
even so traffic jams are created.
The designer could have played
an important role here if RA-
JUK had any such law. There
could have been a separate
drop-off bay. The frontage is ex-
tremely small for such a big
building.

The 1952 Act or the Building
Rules of 1996 has very simple
laws. Traffic jams depend very
much on the frontage of the
building. Yet the height of the
building is dependent on the
road width. No law can cover
the depth of the building. So we
can radically change the build-
ing laws,

In 1947 Dhaka was a
provincial capital. There were

Engr M M Rahmatullah

ments of which it can be proud
of. One is the Bangladesh Na-
tional Building Code. It is an
excellent piece of work. Then
there is the Master Plan for
Dhaka. These two documents
can be rearranged a bit in ac-

cording to the needs of the day
and resolve the problems of

haphazard building. This is
easily possible, -

Mahfuz Anam: | thank our
Mayor for agreeing to reply to
our questions. He will speak
now.

Mayor Mohammed Hanif:
This discussion as we are hav-
Ing is really essential. Perhaps
we should have had it three
years ago, but better late than
ever.

Mr. Mahfuz Anam has called
upon me, saying that we don't
want anything but a beautiful
Dhaka. Just tell us what to do
and we'll do it. Our former RA-
JUK Chairman Mr. Rahmatul-

siege of Nagar Bhaban or skin

Bhaban and cried out slogans.
threatening to skin me alive. |

once went to them and took off

my shirt. I said that if by skin-
ning me you all were happy, by
all means do so. But do not ply
these illegal rickshaws. There
are 80 thousand licenced rick-
shaws. 1 will increase it to 100
thousand, 125 thousand, even
150 thousand. But 350 thousand
cant be allowed. Unlicenced
rickshaws and unlicenced
drivers must be caught. I am
trying to withdraw the rick-
shaws phase by phase. As |
withdraw on one hand, they
make more on the other. These
problems are there.

Rickshaws are one of the
reasons, not the only reason, of
traffic jams. Rickshaws do not
pollute the city. It is a non-mo-
torised vehicle. But still it has
to remain within a limit. But
when I take action, [ want coop-
eration from my journalist

will you write? We have all dis-

problems. there are also solu-
tions. I have explained why I
want a metropolitan govern-
ment.

Basically you are a
renowned journalist. Even if
you all sit down and come up
with a solution, I will fight till
the last for its implementation.
If you say that these actions
will make Dhaka beautffut-and
fit to live in, I will try my best to
implement them. As for the
term tilottama Dhaka. | have
never said in my life that |
would make Dhaka tilottama.
It will take 100 years to make
Dhaka tilottama, if at all. That
would mean the world's most
beautiful university would have
to be made in Dhaka. The most
beautiful lake would have to be
in Dhaka. Dhaka would have to
be made the cleanest city. Then
only could it be tilottama. 1
have never said that I would
make it so. But in my election
campaign six years ago, | said I
wanted to make Dhaka beauti-
ful and fit to live in. This is
where | was born, where | spent
by childhood, my youth. I have
tried. It is up to you to judge how
much I have been able to do or

impossible for the time being

liave or haven't been able to do

talk

Toufique M Seraj

about

rickshaws

day you cannot do away with

300 thousand rickshaws. There

iIs a humanitarian aspect. And
even if I can get rid of 300 thou-
sand rickshaws tomorrow, the-

oretically speaking. what will
happen to the people who use

those 300 thousand rickshaws
S0 we need a short-term and
long-term transport policy.

Various agencies have pre-
pared various transport poli-
cies, but the as the Mayor

pointed out, there is no one-stop

service. So the transport poli-
cies too have to be integrated
with WASA. DESA. DCC. RA-

JUK and all.
thousand rickshaws can be re-

Three hundred

moved from the streets and DCC
should have a long-term policy
in this regard as to whether
there

will
Dhaka after

rickshaws In
10 vears. How

be

many rickshaws will there be

in

five years? Will

there be

rickshaws after 20 years? DCC
has to take a pragmatic step for

this vision now

The solution to

the problem s simply not re-
moving

rickshaws. Other

Let me
In one

a building, we don't see the un-
derground constraints. There
areé maximum fault lines along
Dhaka City according to geolog-
ical surveys. This too should be
brought under the jurisdiction

transport sectors have to come
forward. Rickshaw-pullers will
have disincentive to ply rick-
shaws and a transport policy
will be needed for that. The gov-
ernment and the opposition

not

There are problems. there
are solutions. If I am told, these
are the real solutions. I will
fight till the last to implement
these solutions.

than this. Just if the govern-
ment wants to, it can do so even
if the road is wide enough and
everything is there. There are
Special rules for cutting hills
and excavation of tanks.

of law in the case of construc- In the rules of submission of Afzal Hossain, National will have to do this together.
tion. drawing. seven copies of the Commissioner, Bangladesh Tax is involved here. Perhaps
Then infrastructure. You Scouts: Mr. Mayor, you have the 500 double-decker buses can be

drawing are to be given to us by

: need a road, you simply build b oo hinki - Ilmported with reduced taxes.
: tho W , will. Are you thinking of oper mpor ith re
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hjgh rise building, major devel- ing ﬂgEﬂCl'EITL.t?!E.Si{_:)rlﬂgeﬂﬁr(?::]?t g e already started. This was bei]]g metro cabs. Can these be

opment, floor ratlo, helght: all under one man's control. He iy e :ﬂ By = LR . cdone in the Kalabagan area, availed more easily? The rick-

these have to be covered. These should be independent and re. ——— s IR | M Re SO NR A Engr-Planner Dr Toufig M Motijheel area. In some places shaw problem is involved here.

gave been covered, though, un- sponsible for the job. There Dhaka WASA Chief Engr Kazi Constructor M Mesbah Uddin  Prof M Khairul Enam Seraj of Gulshan too. I have had talks | don't know what form of

er the national code, sﬁﬁuld no interference from Mohammed Sheesh Bhuiyan with various clubs of these ar- metropolitan governance you
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Also under the national
bullding code is land occupancy
type. But in Dhaka, do we have

outside. There Is so much un-
lawful interference from out-

RAJUK has a book on build-
Ing rules. It states there how

no planners or architects as
such In those times. Primarily

lah has referred to me as the
City Father. But what am 1?2 Am

friends. Instead of writing
about those who demonstrate

eas. They have asked us for
vans. We will supply vehicles to

were talking about, but defi-
nitely there should be a one-
stop service. | still say that we

the preparation to apply this? >.9€- So if there is one strict ligh you can build a building  civil engineers did the plan- [ actually the City Father? If so, against the action. write about Eﬂ!;l‘}’ ii‘“ ﬂ}lgafba]grg. '“Ht;‘ llli have a lack of viston. RAJUK is
We have reviewed the entire '02% at the helm, it will be his depending on how wide the roac ning. These rules were based on  then | am supposed to have au- what I am doing. Otherwise the SR AN B g QoL RS supposed to pass plans accord-
bullding code and seen that in J°P !0 protect his officers and is in front of the building. We  (hieir concepts of those days. Af- thority in all areas, in all city cannot be maintained oeing “I“]h’.llﬁrntfd n ,ilmnf-ﬁ“é }l,é ]ioh“m Bﬂif&iﬁg Constric-
Chapter 3, the planning aspects organisations. At the same see, say In Siddeshwari, maybe ter 1971 there were radical places of the city, at all levels. ‘Over five people are depen- eas already. We have identifie 3

are somewhat covered, but the
construction party is very hi-
tech. We have reviewed this and.
as much as possible, brought it
into the plan. We have brought
about some changes, such as we

time, he can ensure the ac-
countability of those who will
work. But first, unless Dhaka's
population s cut down, you
can't do anything. We hLave
studied a lot, surveyed a lot.

the road is 30 ft wide, but the
building is 10 or 12 stories. Un-
less we try to put a halt to these
things now, in future Dhaka
City will be in a critical state.
DCC will be in a problem,

changes in Bangladesli. The
population of Dhaka increased
so much that it was not possible
to cover it by those old rules or
the old Master Plan. After a few
amendments, in 1996 the pre-

In many developing countries,
Mayors do have a lot of power
in all spheres. Let me give you a
small example,

On March 20 US President
Bill Clinton came to

dent on one rickshaw-walla.
Five people will have their rice
after tﬁat rickshaw-walla
brings home his day's earnings.
S0 withdrawing 300 thousand
rickshaws means affecting 1.5

five wards in Dhaka as part of a

pilot project and will ensure
that the problem discussed will
be resolved in these areas. A
foreign NGO s helping us with

this. If this is successful. then

tion Act. Till last year RAJUK
did so. But over the last few
months, we have come to know
through the newspapers. that
we are trying to turn the clock
back. Now the Ministry of En-

; : ca will tak ironment is becoming directly
have added two things. One (s Iﬁ:}: r?:ei'h:r;;il;gls' L“?; ¢ has géssi “’H; EE in a problem, gap Building Rules was drawn  Bangladesh. When [ was in the million people overnight. If I do :;’,212;‘: }ET’EE{EEI{“'” lake a ;m.ﬂll:.gd i the passllgg of the
about open space. This has agri- P pks conle =~ € In a problem. ;5 hayip provisions for lifts resentation line, Hon'ble this in a month's span, where an‘ipﬁiéhnmmcd' Sheesh: bullding. It is thus seen that be-

culture, fisheries, recreation.
retention pond. The other is for
mixed use.

Occupancy type, building
t};pc Is very important. To use
this, land use classification
needs to be changed and coordi-
nated. At that time we studied
land under RAJUK and brought
the issue of land use anew.
Stress was laid in flood flow
zone. There must be a flood flow
zone. There will be no haphaz-
ard construction there. The
bullding code will be analysed

to Dhaka. In many cities of the
world. in Beifing, probably In
Paris too, in Rome, no one can
come into the city after six In
the cvcnm%lwnhuut an emer-
geney slip. Here where there |s
accommodation for 2 million
people. if 7 milllon stream in,
what can be done? The state of
the munlcigallty. of the coun-
try, Is terrible. About seven or
eight million people are having
to be fed. They are drinking
WASA's water, using the sewer-
age, using the lights, throwing
the garbage, doing it all, but

Their capacity s limited.

Mahfuz Anam: Another new
group now is involved In all
this. They are the developers. It
Is some developer who is per-
haps iInstalling shops where
there should be a parking space
and so on. Sometlimes a private
owner Is doing It, but developers
are doing this too. | would like
to question Mr. Touflque, Pres-
Ident of the developers' associa-
tion REHAB in this regard,

Dr. Toufique M Seraj, Presi-

and escalators in high rise
bulldings. But I feel that the way
in which Dhaka is growing in
the year 2000 or the dearth of
land that there Is in Dhaka, if
that is to be coped with, then
this Bullding Act needs quite a
few pragmatic changes. | can
cite a lew.

These may be new things in
Bangladesh, but they exist in
other countries of the world. It
IS not as if we are having to In-
vent HuythinF, We just have to

th

rime Minister Sheikh Hasina
introduced me as the Mayor of
Dhaka City. Clinton said, Mr.
Mayor, I have come to vour City
to stay for some time. | wel-
comed him. [ said that we were
extremely happy, extremely
pleased at his visit, even though
It was such a short visit. Now
Bill Clinton is the President of
the US, the most powerful coun-
iry In the world. He said, | have
come to your city, In New York,
you have to have the permission
of the Mayor to enter New York.

will 1.5 million people go? For
the sake of survival they will
then turn to criminal activities,

Then there is rehabilitation.
You cannot just withdraw the
rickshaws. The people have to
be rehabilitated. They have to
live.

It I make any mistake. I ain
overjoyed when yvou point this
ont and correct me. But when |
do my work correctly, then I do
not want to be criticised. Where
national interests are con-
cerned, where the people's in-

Just as you are involved with
the people or the NGOs to get the
wnrtxdmm. your people are not.
Let me give you an example. The
solid waste disposal drive in
Kalabagan began on an individ-
ual basis and later through an
NGO. They contacted DCC. You
were busy so they couldn't
speak to you directly. Not get-
ting any response from DCC,
they took up the initiative.
Later they may have contacted
you,

fore RAJUK passes a plan,
clearance for high rise building
has to be given. So instead of a
one-stop service, we are starting
up a multi-stop service, We have
such a lack of vision.

When you go to get the clear-
ance for environment, then the
Environment Ministry will
give you 10 forms to fill out, You
will have to go to 10 agencies
and one of them is DCC. \WASA,
Titas, even the Fire Brigade. It
may take over five vears to pass
vour building. Our vision has to

dent, REHAB: A little while ago . W
about what buildings can be ' ‘L%! tillor some of the rules and reg-  He sees it (n that pers . © cannot Supply water to be
there for what use, Thg:n there is :::;y Cﬂ;: :ll:’t taxpayers. How .smn]eonc h:;d sald that RAJUK | 1ations which are being use Perhaps hti tlc]::m :ELI?;\E-t ITI?S rerests are concerned, where our  gjums. They have l:“} legal en- ?xlmmh‘ld' TORET i
the sub-flood flow zone. We & © govermment pay Is always the target. However, |, some other countries, maybe not all the same everywhere. future generatlons are con- ity But they are drinking our appeal to those who are in

have livided the zones in this
mariner,
Since RAJUK Is the care-
laker, since RAJUK develops
. then let us see what au-
RAJUK has under the TI

subsidy?
So the most fmportant thing

Is to reduce the number of peo-
le in Dhaka city, Then there s

and use., This (s Important.
Shopping centres are cropping
up In all areas, Suddcnf;r a

alter attending quite a few pri-
vate and government policy
meetings, | now feel that a sec-
ond target In soclety are the cle-
velopers. The developers are re-
sponsible for any problem

even in India or Thalland,
Malaysia. We can render these
rules appropriate for the day.
For example, the concept of de-
velopers (n our country is about
16 years old. No one would live

I was In a false position an-
other time. | was elected Mavor
In January 1994. In 1995,
Dhanmondi Walkers Club in-
vited me one morning for tea.
They fed me well and (nformed

cerned, we must refrain from
negative politics. Let us come to
constructive politics. [ call
upon all, Instead of debating
over all issues, Instead of en-
couraging the negative aspects

water. They would get water
from vendors at 100 times the
cost. We would get no money.
Many groups want to be i
volved in solid waste disposal
But they are having pmﬁlrmn

policy formulating to ensure
that we can at least have vision

at the end.

Mohammed Hanif: You are

too right about the lack of vi-
sion. Siuce independence in

Act. TI Act authorised RA- which crops up. ecently, (n apartiments 15 or 20 years e about the problems of the ©f society, let us build a henut‘i- contacting DCC. Last January 1971 1 Ianve been talking abont
JUK to prepare schemes, to market r']l_alng In the middle of Janakantha and some other  ago. Where one or two familles Dhanmondl area. They said ful Dhaka. I ask for everyone's an lnterugauuuu! environmen- ¢ lack of vision. Bangladesh
rr{mde infrastructure, acquire ?:?e?-fa};::f“::::d' :fllwﬂple g? newsgap::r.-: have been writing a  would live on one bigha of land that Dhanmondi was the first Cooperation. tal conference was held in W3S Dot born with a silver
and, lease out land, sel) or ex- that? I have studie control lot about high rise bulldings [n Dhanmondi, 20 to 30 fami- aristocratic area of Dhaka. Gul. If anyone has been hurt by .o The Prime Minister >PoOn In its mouth. It was born

change land. If nharlnF was
there it would be good. It pro-
vides public transport. These
are the major works. This s es-

this for the
last 20 years or so since | was
Chief Engineer of PWD, Direc-
tor of Environment and so on.
Environment is another big

and environmental pollution,
At the end of the day, the con-
clusion Is like Aesop's fables,
the developers are doing every-

lles live on that same space. As
the WASA Chitef Engineer said,
the utilities and connections
there have been designed for

shan, Baridhara, Banani came
much later. Even now. niany
former ministers, secretaries
and renowned persons live

my words, if the head of any
agency has been hurt by my
words, I ask forgiveness. Thank

you.

urcm-tl the meeting. The Leader
of the Opposition attended and
Closed the last session. Yet there
was 110 representative from

war.
been destroyed. Ban

from destruction.

There was a nine-month
Almost everything had
gladesh was

thing in an unplanned way and ayhe faanilf § here » . > born on a pile of destruction. We »
sential to keep a city alive. This R 4 y maybe Lwo families. Now about  there. They were there at the Mahfuz Anam: You spoke so  DCC at the conference. How will P
E up. This (s that |s why there are traffic 30 lamilies have to be given breakfast tabl ] : olve v need a vision.
Is In the law. RAJUK is to make  comiug up very seriously, If this Jams. nofse pollution, every- these facilities. So the uglﬁ;}y ' now the bioney, sald that  well Mr. Hanif, yet what will | you iuvolve your concerned Salma Awal Shafi, Archi-

A Master Plan. It has done so.
RAJUK has another positive
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cant be controlled, the litt]e
parks are all vanishing, The

thing.
As a developer, 1 would Iike
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agencies have to have long-term
planning with RAJUK. 1f not,

Y

right now the biggest problem
was  the rehabilitation of
Dhammondi Lake. Was it a lake,

|

do tomorrow morning? What
will T do to hel

Dhaka survive?
What will WA

do next week?

t:enplr in such programmes?
on yourself are too busy. You
are the President of the O

tect-Plann

. T

¢ Many of the high _




