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tems Ine. Venue: Surma of

National workshop: The first national workshop
ssemination” will be held. Chief

ater Resources Minister Abdur Razzak. Venue: Hotel
bakash, Mohakhali. Time: 9:00 am-5:00 pm.

ration: Arena Multimedia Centre at Gulshan
est: Minister for Science and Tech-
an psc (Retd). Venue: 121/C Gul-

on "Improved Flood Warning
est:

Inau
will be h]g:ulguratcd. Chief
nology Lt Gen Noor Uddin

shan Avenue. Time: 9:00 am.

Workshop: The 1st national workshop on improved flood
warning dissemination will be held. Organiser: Bangladesh Wa-
ter Development Board (BWDB) and oflfice of the National Pro-
ject Director Consolidation and Strengthenin
casting and Warning Services. Venue: Hotel Abakash., Mo-
ﬁ* Time: 9:00 am-5:00 pm.

hakha
Launchin

hold a launchin

(FFF) uction
gaon. Time: 4:00 pm.

Bonsai exhibition: Russian Cultural Centre pre-
sents a solo exhibition by Bonsal artist Nazmul Haque titled
*"Wonder world of Bonsai and Saikei.” Venue: Russian Cultural
Centre, Dhanmondi Rd No 7. Time: 5:30 pm.

Poetry N l'ﬁht: Alllance Francalse de Dhaka in associa-
(an English recitation

etry night. Venue: Conference Room of
Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Road. Time: 6:30 pin.

tion with Etern

Meeting:
(6]

unit, will

+ Forum of Environmental Journal-
ists of Bangladesh will hold a day long workshop on “"Environ-

mental Courts: Challenges ahead.” Chief g1
linister Abdul Matin Khasru. Venue:

VIP lounge of Jatiya Press Club. Timme: 9:00 am,

Seminar: Bengal Overseas Corporation Ltd will hold a

seminar on Videojet Codmﬁ Ecluiplueut of Marconi Data Sys-
otel Sonargaon. Time: 10:30 am.

ceremony

Technology Development Project ATDP, a
ﬁgrlcultu?'c supported by USAID and NELCO Foods Ltd, will
ceremony for its new Frozen French Fries

ne. Venue: Prantik 246/1, C-17, West Agar-

Bangabandhu Parishad, Supreme Court Lawyers
‘enue: Supreme Court
0 2. Time: 4:30 pm.

ld a general meeting.
Lawyers Association Building's Hall

test: Law, Justice and

of Flood Fore-

+ Agrobased Industries and
rofect of Ministry of

ﬁroupl will hold a pc(r-
lliance Francaise de

Children's art competition: environment and
Social Development Organisation (ESDO) will organise a chil-
dren’s art competition on occasion of Earth Day
Surovi School, House No 16, Rd No 5. Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

9:30 am-11:30 am.

Film show: Three French movies Jiaccuse (I accuse). La
Jjeuresse (The Young) and Le Secret (The Secret) will be screened.
Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11:00 am, 4:00 pm

and 6:00 pm.

Conference: Bangladesh Bar Council will begin a 2-day
conference of all bar council delegates fron across the country.

Venue: Engineers Institution, Bangladesh (IEB).

Recitation: Apon Darpan a recitation programime by
Farida Hosein will be held to celebrate the UNESCO declaration
of Ekushey February as International Mother Language Day.
Venue: National Museum, Shahbagh. Time: 7:00 pm.

000. Venue:

No change in temperature

""""Rain or 'thiindeérshowers acconipanied by temiporary
guslyﬁsquallj' wind is likely at a few places oveér Rajshahi and
ylhet divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka and
Chittagﬂn% divisions and the regions of Jessore and Kushtia in

2 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

the next 1

Weather may remain mainly
elsewhere over the country during the period and day tempera-
ture may remain nearly unchanged over the country, Met Office

said.
The count

19.6 degree Celsius at Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:22 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:32 am.
Maximum and minimum

City/Town Temperature Humidity
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 34.0 265 65 63
Chittagong 33.0 242 78 75
Rajshahi 34.6 26.0 87 87
Khulna 345 258 0 -
Barisal 33.6 25.0 76 73
Sylhet 325 19.6 78 -
Cox's Bazar 344 245 73 7o

ry’'s highest temperature recorded yesterday was
35.2 degree Celsius at Jessore and Rangamati and the lowest

temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

ry with partly cloudy sky

AVOYNAGAR (Jessore), Apr
19: Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim today urged BNP chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia to
clean her party of razakars and
terrorists immediately, other-
wise, he warned, they would
cause her serious damage In
near future, reports BSS.

Addressing a public meeting
at Nawapara g‘;mnkﬁrpasha
Technical High School ground,
he said the leader of the opposi-
tion should take lesson from at-
tacks on her by her partymen at
Cox's Bazar and Satkhira.
These criminals are not un-
known to Begum Zia and she
should expel them from her
party and hand over them to the
members of the law enforcing
agencies, he said.

Thana Awami League Presi-
dent Mukhles All Farazi
presided over the function
while Shah Hadiuzzaman MP,
Tabibur Rahman MP, Khan
Tipu Sultan MP, Ali Reza Razu
MP, Aleyva Alfroz MP, District
Awami League Secretary Sharif
Abdur Rakib and Avoynagar
Thana AL Vice President Abdul
Wahab also spoke.

Mohammad Nasim said the
unity among the autocrat raza-

kar and propagandists would
bring nothing positive other
than the sufferings of the peo-
le, "If a woman can shake
iands with the alleged killer of
her husband, the lady can also
kill thousands to grab the state
power,” he sald,

The minister sald Awami
League after coming to power
has proved that the propaganda
being spread for the Jast 21
yvears are [alse and misleading,
“During the last four years of
Awami League's rule, neither a
part of Bangladesh had been
turned into an Indian part nor a
mosque closed,” he said.

Referring to Begum Zia's re-
cent visit to south-western part
of the country, the Home Minis-
ter sald the BNP chief should be
ashamed for comments against
terrorism as the terrorists were
patronised by her party law-
makers.

Instead of criticising the
government, Begum Zia shonld
convey her gratitude to Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina as the
present government had en-
sured her secured visit to those
terrorist-free zone, he said.

He described the one-point
demand of the opposition as a

aiiodie) | Clean BNP of razakars,
3 B terrorists: Nasim

means of saving the killers of
Bangabandhu.

Criticising Begum Zia's
stand In favour of a transport
leader who made his fortune
only by collecting tolls from
transports, he sald, this was un-
lortunate for the nation. He
sald the government would stop
llltrgiﬁl toll collection from
roads and highways at any cost.
"No compromise will be made
in this regard,” he added.

Earlier, Mohammad Nasim
at a review meeting on law and
order situation of the district
observed that the law enforcing
agencies would soon be provided
with modern equipment to curb
terrorism.

He said despite resource con-
straint, the government had no
dearth in sincerity to root out
terrorism and extortion.

Mohammad Nasim urged the
local people to do best for the
development of the district and
the region as well. He assured
them that river port areas of
Nowapara and Avoynagar will
be provided with 1000 digital
telephone facilities.

He also asked the police offi-
clals to set up more camps in
this area if required.

Rafiqul Islam AKMA Hamid

IDEB Executives

By Staff Correspondent

Rafiqul Islam Bhuiyan and
AKMA Hamid were elected pres-
Ident and general secretary re-
spectively of the executive
committee of Institute of
Diploma Engineers Bangladesh
(IDEB) for 2000-200]1 term at
the 24th council of the IDEB
held recently.

Other officer bearers of the
cominittee are: Vice President
(Khulna): Md Monirul Haq
Khan, Vice President
(Chittagong): AKM Moazzem
Hossain, Vice President
(Dhaka): Mridha Nazrul Islam,
Vice President (Rajshahi): Md
Tajul Islam, Vice President
{Barisal): Md Mustafizur Rah-
man, Vice President (Sylhet):
Mahmudur Rashid Masrur,
Vice President (Rangpur): Khan-
daker A Rafique, Joint Secre-
tary: M Mozammel Hoaue, AKM
Shahjahan Khandaker, Fi-
nance Secretary: Kazl Nazrul
Islam and Organising
Secretary: Khurshid Alhimed.

BADSA

A meeting of Bangladesh De-
Velopment and Services Asso-
clation (BADSA) was held at
Rajshahi Housing Complex at
Maghbazar recently, says a
press release,

The meeting was presided
over by renowned scientist and

esident of BADSA Dr MA

azed All Miah.

The new executive commit-
tee of the assoclation was
elected at the meeting. Dr Wazed

Miah was elected president
while Dr Mazharul Islam was
elected vice-president.

Others elected are: MA Rob
(treasurer), Golam Mosih (secy
general), Md Junab All (joint
secretary and office secretary),
Dr C S Karim (Special
secretary) and Jafar Ahmed
Chowdhury, Amirul Islam and
Alisan Ullalh Moni (immembers).

Krishibid
Institution

Agriculture Minister Begum
Motia Chowdhury said yester-
day that her party did not use
the government power in accu-
mulating fortune but has ren-
dered services to the people, re-
ports BSS.

Speaking as the chief guest
as the installation ceremony of
the central executive council
and Dhaka city committee of
the Krishibid Institution, Motia
Chowdhury said the politics of
Awami League was aimed at
bringing smiles on the faces of

the people.

The minister sald dynamism
created In the overall
development of the country
through massive programimes
undertaken would have to be
continued.

Presided over by President of
the Institution M Enamul Huq
the function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by Fish-
eries and Livestock Minister
ASM Abdur Rob and Secretary
Ceneral of the Institution Abdul
Mannan.

Death anniversary

The death anniversary of
noted physiclan and former
head of the department of
Surgery and Principal of
Dhaka Medical ‘ollege
Professor Kabiruddin Ahmed
was observed on April 9, says a

Distribution of
khas land
demanded

About one lakh landless
people brought out processions
in different thanas of Pabna
district yesterday demanding

“immediate distribution of khas

lands, char lands and khas wa-
ter bodies among them as per
existing rules and policies, says
a press release.

The rallies were jointly or-
ganised by non-governmental
organisation Samata and its
ideological network "Land Net-
work for Development (A net-
work of 44 local NGOs who are
working on land issue in the
North Bengal).

Later, memoranda were
submitted to the Thana Nirbahi
Officers (TNOs) of all the thanas
for immediate action.

Other demands in the mem-
oranda are: recovery all khas
land, khas water bodies and
char land from illegal occupant
and land grabbers, punishment
of land terrorists and land
grabbers, dyara survey for char
land and change of the policy
for distribution among the
landless poor, change the clas-
sification for those land which
have already been cultivated,
annulement of all false fisher-
men's cooperative societies,
immediate stop of police ha-
rassment and disposal of all the
false -court - cases pending
against landless poor and fish-
ermien.

Executive Director of Infor-
matics Institute Dr Faruque
Azia Khan speaking at the
seminar on 'Internet Revo-
lution'.

Informatics holds
I'T seminar at
Holy Cross College

Informatics Institute
Bangladesh held an IT Seminar
at Holy Cross College on Tues-
day, says a press release,

Among those who partici-
pated from Informatics were
Atif Rahman, Director, Dr
Faruq Aziz Khan, Executive Di-
rector, Paul Caparas, Centre
Manager.

The topic of the seminar was
‘Internet Revolution”, and the
presentation was made with a
power point slide show.

After an introductory speech
by Dr Faruq Aziz Khan, the pre-
sentation was made by Mehreen
Rahman, Course Consultant,
and Paul Caparas.

A round of questions and
answer, was also held where
students from the audience pre-
sented thelr inquiries, and were
answered by Nizamuddin
Alnned, Senjor Marketing Ex-
ecutive of Informatics.

There are plans to arrange
more such seminars on IT re-
lated subjects in varilous
schools and colleges in the near
future, the press release added.
Informatics feels there is a need
for this kind of seminars, so as
to make students realise the
importance of Computers in to-
day's world.

Obituary

Professor of Radiology, My-
mensingh Medical College
Hospital, dled on Monday at
Heart Foundation

sald. He was 65, reports BSS,

press release.

A milad mahfil was held at
his residence In the clhiy and
munajat was offered for salva-
tion of the departed soul.

burfed at his family graveyard
here.

He left behind his wife, [our
daughters, and a large number

of relatives and admirers.

JAMALPUR, Apr 19: Dr AYM
Mahmudul Huda Matin, former

Institute,
Mirpur, Dhaka, family sources

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at Jamalpur High School
compound yesterday and he was
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rule of law.

BNP Secretary-general Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said
threat on the judges by the
ministers and the Dhaka city
mayor and the procession
wearing shrouds are “"naked
interference in the judiciary”.

The Awami League
ministers and leaders are using
abusive language against the
judges and threatening to lay
siege to the houses of judges.

he BNP leader said the rul-
ing party leaders and even the
prime minister herself had
made malicious remarks
against the higher court and its
judges several times and didn’t
refrain from making
comments even after being
warned by the court.

He vowed to resist the gov-
ernment move to destroy the
judiciary and reintroduce one-
party system. He urged the
judges to stick to their job ig-
noring government pressure,

Jamaat-e-Islami secretary
general Matiur Rahman
Nizami termed the ministers
comments on the judiciary and
the judges of the higher court as
“terrorist statement”,

He said the Awami League
wants to establish its control
on everything by muscle power
as it has had no respect for
democracy, rule of law and in-
dependent judiciary,,

The Jamaat secretary gen-
eral said it is the duty of the
government to protect the judi-
ciary from any sort of attack
and ensure independence, hon-
our and dignity of the judges,
but the AL government forgot
its responsibility.

Workers Party general secre-
tary Rashed Khan Menon said
people of the country want trial
of the August 15 killings and
the process of the trial has
taken due course.

position blasts

But the government has
hampered the process through
its activities, he said.

Menon said the Awamli
LL.eague applied force on the ju-
diciary in the past and has con-
tinued to do so till date,

“This is a bad omen and our
entire judiciary system |is
threatened today. The govern-
ment was committed to estab-
lishing rule of law in the coun-
try. but the Awami League
threatened it through launch-
Ing verbal abuse on judiciary
and the judges,” said convenor
of Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal Khalequzzaman.

He the judges have surren-
dered to the threat by not charg-
ing the government with con-
tempt of court.

Khalequzzaman said the AL
praises the court and the judges
when a verdict goes in its
favour but threatens, criticises
and attacks them when the
ruling goes against them:.

Leader of Krishak Sramik
Janata League Abdul Kader Sid-
dique, Bir Uttam, said the
members of the Cabinet, espe-
cially the home minister are
not making any responsible
comments on judiciary.
Nasim’s comment that "Awami
League knows where to hit with
the lathi (stick)” should have
come after his resignation from
the cabinet.

“This reflects'how the min-
ister had undermined the con-
stitution. Majority of the
people wanted trial of the
Killing of the father of the
nation. The judiciary of
Bangladesh is not separated
from the executive branch. If
the government has to bring out
procession and stage
demonstration demanding
justice than how the common
folk would get justice,” he asked
adding, “that it is not good for
the nation”,

: SC Bar leaders
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withdrawn him\hersell from
the particular case,” they said
adding, “It does not stop hear-
ing of the case, another judge
would hear it."

When contacted, former
Chief Justice ATM Afzal de-
clined to comment on the issue.
“We the judges should not par-
ticipate in public debate
whether we are in or out of of-
fice”, he told The Daily Star.

Another former Chief Jus-
tice, Mostafa Kamal, also re-
fused to comment.

‘It is the function of the
court to protect itself”, Justice
(Rtd) Mohammad Abdur Rouf
said without elaborating.

Justice Naimuddin Ahmed,
Member of the Law Commis-
sion. also reserved his com-
ment.

Senfor lawyer and Special
Public Prosecutor in Banga-
bandhu murder case Serajul
Huq said as an aggrieved per-
son, the intends to appraise the
Chief Justice about the whole
Situation,

Senior Supreme Court
Lawyer Dr M Zahir sald the
party in power should look for
reform in the judicial system.
He suﬁgustct! that lawmakers
should go for modernisation
and reform of the judiclary that
would ensure quick disposal of
CASECSs,

Stalt of Ghorasal
power station
held hostage

for 5 hours

From Our Correspondent

NARSINGDI, Apr 19: A su-
perintendent engineer of Gho-
rashal Thermal Power Station
allegedly held the staff and em-
loyees of the power station
10stage for five hours Tuesday.

Sources said Mohammad

Taher locked the main gate of

Unit-4 of the power station
from 11 am to 4 pm to keep the
stall and emplovees inside.

Taher sald the staff and em-
ployees leave work regularly in
the name of tea-breaks or
praver time.

Shahabuddin Khan a leader
of the employees union, alleged
the engineer locked them in the
building to harass them.

The chief engineer of the
power station rushed to the
scene and opened the main gate
when he heard the news.

\

FBCCI chief

President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Abdul Awal Mintoo
said an independent judiciary
is a must for democracy and
there should not be any inter-
ference in its functioning.

But the judiciary should also
perform its duties efficiently.
“There is no scope for ineffi-
ciency for this vital institu-
tion,” Mintoo said.

Some top business leaders
expressed apprehension that
Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim’'s reported remarks
about the judiciary might lead
to a situation of confrontation.

The minister’'s statement is
irresponsible and dangerous for
democracy and it would insti-
gate more terrorist activities in
the country. None would then
feel secure, they said when con-
tacted.

Another top chamber leader
said, "I am really shocked. This
is a provocative statement.”

Some chamber leaders won-
dered how could the minister
responsible for maintaining
law and order could say some-
thing like this.

“This Is really shocking that
a minister, particularly the
home minister, made such re-
marks,” one leader said.

The business leaders, how-
ever, did not want to be identi-
fled.

132 examinees
From Page 1

Star on Tuesday the students
would have to wait until next
vear to take the exam,

A ministry source said the
students couldn't take the exam
under the existing rules. How-

ever, the board could make de-
ciston In this regard.

College authorities said they
have suspended a teacher and a
member of the office staff. The
college has also served a show-
cause notice on four other staff
in the registration form scan-
dal.

The authorities sald they've
also replied to a show cause no-
tice sent by the Dhaka Educa-
tion Board.

"However, we've discovered
that a board official hid the re-
ply as part of their conspiracy,”
alleged a college official. How-
ever, he sald he hoped the crisis
would be resolved In a couple
days.

Newspapermen

call to observe
May Day

Leaders of Sangbadik-
Sramik-Karmacharl Oikkya
Parishad yesterday called upon
all journalists, press workers
and employees to observe the
historic May Day in a befitting
manner, reports BSS,

They also urged them to en-
joy holiday on the occasion.

Addressing separate meet-
ings at the offices of Dainik
Bliorer Kagal] and Dainik
Manab Jamin, they said the
owners and management would
be responsible for any conse-
quences, If anybody is forced to
work on May Day.

The Parishad leaders called
upon all to attend the grand
rally to be held at Jatiyva Press
Club on April 30 to press for re-
allsation of their 9-point de-
mands, including 60 per cent
dearness allowance,

Work stoppage will be ob-
served In all newspapers and
news agencies on April 30 from
10 am to 2 pm enabling all to at-
tend the grand rally, the leaders
sald.

The meetings were addressed
by BFUJ leaders Amanullah
Kabir, G M Yakub, Akhtar
Ahmed Khan, M A Aziz, DUJ
leaders Altaf Mahmud, Abu
oaleh, and Abdul Jalil
Bhuiyan, Press Sramik Federa-
tion president Mosharrof Hos-
sain and secretary general
Mozammel Huq, Employees
Federation secretary general
Matiur Rahman Talukder,
Shyamal Dutta, Nurul Amin
Rokan, Mosharrof Hossain,
Humayun Kabir Khokan and
Munirul Islamm Mazumder,

Nasim
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The home minister toned
down his statement about the
role of High Court and the trial.
He spoke of his respect for the

law, court and Constitution
several times in his brief
speech.

“The judges are there to en-
sure justice ... We seek their co-
operation in getting justice and
hope the higher court will up-
hold the lower court verdict in
the Bangabandhu murder case.”

Nasim said his party had

waited 21 years for justice since

it had respected the law and the
court “And now we want justice
and hope the judges will ensure
it.

“If our demand for justice is
a crime, then the followers of
Bangabandhu along with 12
crore people of the country will
continue doing so for thousands
of years.”

Nasim, who is also organis-
ing secretary of Awami League,
said his party's current apgita-

Che Daily Star 11

———

the Bangabandhu Murder Case.

Awami League activists brought out a torch procession in
the city yesterday demanding execution of the verdict in

— Star photo

Shazneen
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domestic servant of the house,
is the principal accused in the
case while contractor Hasan is
the mastermind.

Shahid, Hasan along with
other accused — supervisor
Badal, carpenter Shani Ram,
guard Humayun Kabir and
maids Parvin and Minu — were
arrested soon after the victim
was Killed. Among them, Hu-
mayun Kabir died of cardiac ar-
rest last year.

All the accused in the case
were present at the court during
the proceedings.

Two cases, one for murder
and the other for rape, are
pending with the first
Additional Metropolitan
Sessjons Judge's Court and the
Women and Children
Repression Prevention Court,
Dhaka respectively.

Rajshahi-5
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Atarpara, Alaipur and Rathna.

He also feared a massive vote
rigging by his rival group in the
election centres of Gargari,
Pakuria and Bausa unions.

Pakuria UP chairman and
former general secretary of
Bagha thana unit of Awami
League Akkas Ali has extended
his allout support to the ruling
party candidate Nurul Islam
Thandu.

Gargari UP chairman and
local AL leader, who is also an
independent candidate in the
race has also announced his
support for Thandu. Brig (rtd)
Anisur Rahman, who was an AL
candidate in the same con-
stituency in 1996, has an-
nounced that he is no more in
the race. His withdrawal has
favoured Thandu to some ex-

—

tion was to expedite the trial in
the appeal court and it will con-
tinue systematically and peace-
fully with due respect to the
court of law.

Later, several hundred
workers carrying torches and
chanting slogans denouncing
unnamed judges marched to the
Jatiya Press Club

BGMEA
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in Indonesia, Thailand, Turkey
and Malaysia and they framed
strategies on the basis of the
recommendations made in the
study report, he said.

Sinha was also critical of
the unhealthy situation in the
Chittagong port and said it
needs Iimmediate attention
from the government and all
concerned.

There should be trans-
parency about the capacity of
the existing port and proposals
from a foreign company for es-
tablishing a private port there

"We Kknow that a foreign
company made an offer to set up
a private port in Chittagong but
we do not know what their
terms and conditions are.”

There might be many other
international companies will-
ing to invest in the private port
but lack of a clear-cut govern-
ment policy on it kept them
away, said Sinha.

Asma
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day.

‘Since Asma has TB and
jaundice, it will be quite com-
plicated to treat her because she
also takes drugs to suit the
transplanted kithw};.“ he said.

On August 11, 1998 Asma
underwent an operation at the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for removal of her ovarian
tumour but doctors ‘mistakenly’
removed her only functioning
Kidney, endangering her life.
Her five months' pregnancy was
also terminated during the
same operation.

When all these came to light
and DMCH gynaecologists at-
tempted to cover up their fault,
a media focus on the ill-fated
[mnr girl led to an Inquiry and
1er quick transfer to BSMMUH
on September 7, 1998,

But her condition deterfo-
rated due to alleged poor atten-
tion. After five months' painful
survival on haemodialysis, a

tent, sources observe.

Talking to this correspon-
dent Raillan alleged that the
ruling party candidate had
brought armed musclemen
from his home district Siraj-
ganj and Rajshahi city

He is avoiding visit fo some
areas in Charghat thana fear-
ing attacks on him, sources
said

Raihan told some corre-
spondents yesterday that his
supporters were trying hard to
avoid any Kind of untoward in-
cident.

Meanwhile, Thandu's bid to
convince the party high com-
mand to expel Raihan from the
party went in vain. One close
associate of Thandu, on condi-
tion of anonymity, said that the
party would try to convince
Raihan to withdraw from the
race at the last minute.

Six other independent can-
didates are not seen in the elec-
tion campaigning.

In fact, the candidates are
vet to create election fever in
the area. General people are not
much interested in the by-elec-
tion,

The seat fell vacant follow-
ing death of Dr Mohammad
Alauddin on February 26.

Plane crash
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nately.” Air Philippines
spokeswoman Leah Sison told
Reuters. Transport Secretary
Vicente Rivera said: "All are
dead. Some bodies are In
pleces.”

The tragedy was the latest [n
a week of transport disasters in
the country of 7,000 islands. On
Aprll 12, more than 140 people
died when an inter-island ferry
capsized off southern Jolo Is-
land. On Monday, another ferry
sank just south of Manila but
all 137 people aboard were res-
cued.

Defence Secretary Orlando
Mercado told Reuters the Air
Philippines plane circled over
Davao airport preparing to land
and then crashed into hills on
Samal, which is well known in
the Philippines for its popular
beach and diving resorts,

Davao, the Philippines’ sec-
ond largest city, is about 1.000
km (620 miles) southeast of
Manila and Samal is just off
the Davao mainland.

CEE L
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premier sea port attracted for-
€ign entrepreneurs to Invest in
the CEPZ, officials said.

CEPZ industries exportec
goods worth S460 million US in
1999 compared to $450 million
US in 1998 while the figure
stood at S443 million US in
1997, officials said

The exported goods included
electrical and electronic items
garments, computer discs, fish-
ing nets, golf shafts, audio and
video tapes, lextiles, camera
lens, footwear, leather products
sports wear, furniture, terrv
towels, knitwear, gray fabrics
zippers, artificial flowers
campaet chairsand bicycles

Khaleda
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cused AL ministers and leaders
of siphoning out public money
from the country

The World Bank has identi-
lied the Awami League govern-
ment as corrupt and became re
luctant to provide any assis-
tance,” she told the rally

The former prime minister
castigated the government for
making the country bankrupt
by borrowing Tk 4000 crore
from banks during the last 45
months of its rule

“If Awami League loses
power, it would not be able to re-
turn in 40 vears.” Khaleda told
the passionate crowd, charging
(hat the government bluffed
people in every step

Presided over by Kazi Sal-
imul Huq, the meeting was also
addressed by Tariqul Islam,
Khaledur Rahman Titu and
Igbal Akhter Khan

Khaleda is scheduled to re-
turn to Dhaka tonight
(Wednesday)

From Page 12
has eloquent words of praise for
Khan Choudhury and says she
will be happy to see the veteran
Congress leader from Malda be-
come the chief minister of West
Bengal

All these a far cry from the
days just two years ago when
Mamata and Khan Choudhury
Mitra were involved in in-
tense rivalry within the
Congress (before Mamata quit
Congress).

In fact, Khan Choudhury and
Mitra had steadfastly resented
Mamata's growing stature in
Congress that came with her in-
creasing popularity as a mass
leader.

They had also opposed her
becoming the chairman of the
party election committee in the
state for 1998 general elections
which would have given Ma-
mata a major say in the selec-
tion of candidates. This was
considered as one of the major
reasons behind Mamata's final
decision to leave Congress and
form a new party.,

Politics seems to throw up
endless fronies. When Khan
Choudhury and Mitra had been

costly procedure to excrete toxic
fluid from body, a kidney, do-

nated by her mother., was
transplantation in her body.
Soon after the Kidney

transplantation, she regained
weight and appetite. Her persis-
tent abdominal pain had also
disappeared.

The Fm'rrmneul had formed
two bodies to probe her opera-
tion at the DMCH but their find-
Ings are yet to be made public. A
human rights group, Odhikar,

had filed a write petition on be-
half of Asma seeking prosecu-
tion of the doctors and compen-
sation.

The main accused in the writ
iIs Dr Mahmuda Khatun of
DMCH,

resisting Mamata in 1998, it
was Priva Ranjan Dasmunshi,
another senior Congress leader,
who had rallied behind her.

But today as the grand al-
liance is being talked about by
Mamata and F(hun Choudhury,
it Is Dasmunshi who is firmly
opposed to the idea on the
ground that Congress can have
no truck directly or indirectly
with the BJP.

Political observers, how-
ever, see in this the long stand-
ing stand off between Congress
factions led by Khan Choud-
hury — Mitra and Dasmunshi.

Mamata Banerjee's proposal
for a grand alliance against
CPIIM) has not only strained re-
| lations between the Marxists

hGhani Khan summoned#

and the Congress at the na-
tional level but also ambiva-
lence in CPI(M)'s stand on
Congress.

In the past few days. the
CPIiM) top leadership has at-
tached the Congress for joining
the "unholy alliance”™ with Tri-
namool Congress and BJP.
CPI{M) general secretary H K
Singh Surjeet has accused
Congress of compromising with
‘communal” forces in the "lust
for power.” a clear but unnamed
reference to "mahajot” in West
Bengal.

The Congress hit back by re-
calling that CPI(M) had "joined”
hands with the BJP in 1988-89
to prop up the government led
by VP Singh in the name of
anti-congressism,

The CPIM) till recently saw
Congress as a potential ally to
fight BJP outside West Bengal.
Kerala and Tripura — the three
states ruled by the Left Front —
and had backed Sonia Gandhi's
party as the alternative when
Atal Behari Vajpayee govern-
ment fell in 1999, brushing
aside its own previous stand of
keeping equi-distance from BJP
and Congress.

According to CPI(M). both
Congress and BJP are two sides
of the same coin representing

identical class interests and
economic policies. But Congress
was essentially a secular party,
even though it has at times
compromised with communal-
ism, says the CPIIM) analysis.

What has ved CPIIM) is
that Congress high command is
not restraining its West Bengal
unit from aligning with Tri-
namoal Congress and BJP.

The Congress high command
argues it has given “freedomn” to
the party's West Bengal unit to
firm up adjustments with “like-
minded”™ parties in civic bodies
polls as per local conditions.

)




