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~ Water crisis grips Barisal

BARISAL, Apr 15: Residents
in the town have been lacing
acute water crisis for the last
one or two months.

Town dwellers face water
crisis throughout the year, but
in the summer their woes mul-
tiply. '

The authorities supply not
more than 35 to 40 lakh gallon
water per day in the divisional
headquarters with a population
of about four lakh against the
demand of ﬂp]:mxinmtel}* 8O
lakh gallons a day.

Municipality authorities
said the crisis turns acute as 15
pumps out of 24 pumps in the
municipality area have re-
mained inoperative for a long
time. Of them, 10 pumps went
totally out of order due to me-
chanical faults.
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SYLHET, Apr 15: With the
improvement of visa service in
the British High Commission
in Dhaka, the number of visa
reciplents have gone up, sald
John Geddes, Second Secretary
(Press), British High Commnis-
sion in Bangladesh,

He sald this while exchang-
ing views with the newsmen at
Sylhet Press Cub on Tuesday
morning.

He sald, about 75 to 80 per
cent applicants are being pro-
vided with visas in Dllﬂal‘\il of-
fice. Even a good number of
them are being given visa
within 24 hours.

Geddes said the matter of set-
ting up of a Regional Visa Cen-
tre in Sylhet is still under con-
sideration of the British gov-
ernment. Referring to the recent

National

Visa service at British HC
in Dhaka improves

From Staff Correspondent

sylhet is fully justified, But, a
ull fledged and well equipped
centre needs adequate funding,
That Is why it is yet to be de-
cided. '

Fle discussed about regional
Issues like the crisis at g]mh-
jalal  University and an-
nouncement of Sylhet as a city
corporation. Political stability
Is very much hmportant for en-
suring a democratic society, he
added, hoping Bangladesh s in
the process of having a good
base of a democratic country,

Britain is a major partner of
Bangladesh's development pro-
cess, he said, there 18 a long and
historle relationship between
the two countries. It will be
strengthened further in the
coming days, Geddes hoped.

The function was also ad-
dressed, among others, by Syl-
het Press Clab president Muk-
tabis-Un-Noor, general secre-
tary Igbal Siddiquee, former

eneral secretaries — Mohiud-

din Shiru, Aziz Ahmed Selim. |

Md Bashiruddin and others.
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Clash over gambling kills 1

HABIGANJ, Apr 15: One person was shot dead and 20 others
were (njured, 10 by bullets, in a fierce fight between rival vil-
lagers at Jagatpur in Baniachang thana on Wednesday, reports
UNB.

Witnesses sald the clash erupted at about noon when the vil-
lagers of Jagatpur, Bakhtpur and Paschimahati led by

Pallarkandl UP Chailrman Prodip Kumar Chowdhury attacked
the inhabitants of Shreemongalkandi following a brawl over
gambling at a Baishakhi Mela. The dead was identified as Fa-
zlul Haque, 45, of Durgapur village in same thana. He died on
the spot. Sixteen of the injured were admitted to Habiganj Sadar
Hospital. Condition of 10 people was stated "critical.”

Move to strengthen local papers

KHAGRACHHARIL, Apr 15: State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed on Thursday said the government is conten-
plating to decentralise the advertisement distribution process
for creating public awareness and motivating the people
through strengthening the local newspapers, reports UNI;).e

He was Inaugurating the newly %ubllshcd daily newspaper
"Pratidin Khagrachhari® here on Thursday. The CHT Affairs

The pumps in Sitlakhola, Bangladesh visit of Britain's Minister Kalpa Ranjan Chakma, Khagrachhari District :
SRR, ST, MIWEROAC, State Minister for Foreign Af- Chairman arl:d Iﬂca{ Press Club President Jatindra Lal ’E'?ll:llll:.';l
Police Line, huzipunra_l. Line fairs and Commonwealth Keith Editor of the new daily Tarun Kumar Bhattachariya
S SRAC] aanir  Mahata, vaz, he sald there s every logic Municipality Chalrman Mong King Ching and DC Ashraful

Women's College and Kaunia
(north) areas remained out of
order.

A water supply project,
which was implemented in
1991, could not solve the prob-
lem. Tk 20 crore project was fi-
nanced by Asian Development
Bank (ADB). The works of the 5-
district Water Supply Develop-
ment Project included installa-
tion of 80 Kilometres new water
supply pipelines, construction

for setting up of the regional
centre. But, many factors, espe-
clally the financial one must
have to be assessed seriously, he
added saying, the British Gov-
ernment Is conducting a feasi-
bility study in this regard. It
will be completed within a few
months and then a there will be
a linal decision, Geddes said.
When asked the British High
Commission official further
sald the demand for setting up

Visa service improved
John Geddes, Second Secretary (Press) of the British High
Commission in Bangladesh on Tuesday speaking at a press

Mokbul attended the inaugural ceremony. The State Minister
sald the government of Sheikh Hasina believes in free flow of
information and free press, and it is pledge bound tc;flve insti-
tutional shape to the country’'s democracy. Prof Sayeed urged all
to be united in the question of some basic principles like
poverty alleviation. eradication of illiteracy., cmnrn,llng ter-
rorism aud nulding a prosperous country

Uplift works progressing in CHT
BANDARBAN, Apr 15: The Chittagong Hill Tracts Develop-

ment Board (CHTDB) has been implementing 37 development
projects at Bandarban, Rangamati and Khagrachari districts in
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of 8 overhead water tanks, and of a centre of British Council in conference at Sylhet Press Club. — Star photo the current fiscal year at a cost of Taka 56 crore 2 lakh. reports
sinking of 12 deep tubewells. i sl 7 IR T T BSS
. £ Official sources said, five projects worth Taka 20
! ot ’ ricinality $ : projects wor aka crore 68
¥ it;ﬂr;l;:::l :: t::'tll!tl‘lf“Ihi;::tl*}mp; 5 . © o ° lakh are under the Annual Develnﬁmenl Programme (ADP), 18 N
h ; deep tubewells have failed ~ e a a].S m Strlct projects worth Taka 28 crore 64 lakh are on going, and 14 new )
and decy | ~ projects will cost Taka 6 crore 70 lakh. The projects include new ‘%

to solve the problem. Besides,
the demand for water iIs in-
creasing day by day, the sources
added. _

In some parts of the town,
the residents said they olten
find filth and garbage in water
supplied by the municipality
authorities. The authorities
have attributed it to ‘rare’ dam-
age in underground pipelines.
Officials, however, said dam-
aged pipelines are repaired im-
mediately.

About three vears ago. a pro-

Scarcity of water

This overhead water tank was constructed in Barisal town
under Five District Water Supply Development Project in
1990 with the financial assistance of ADB. But the tank is
unable to cope with the demand of the people of the
divisional town. At present an acute scarcity of drinking

water has been prevailing here.

As the authorities have
failed to supply water, more
than 60 deep tubewells were in-
stalled in different parts in the
town under the initiatives of lo-

— Star photo
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thority said erratic power sup-
ply is responsible for short sup-
ply of water. Pump houses re-

Amanatganj and Bogra

Pahela Baishakh, the first
day of the Bangla New Year, was
celebrated in all the districts on
Friday amidst traditional en-
thusiasm and festivity, report
agencies,

In Chittagong, government,
non-government organisa-
tions, educational Institutions
and scores of socio-cultural and
literary forums celebrated the
day through elaborate pro-
grammes.

Here the programme at the

the open stage, erected at the DC
Hill Park welcoming the new
year,

The DC Hill virtually turned
into a vast human sea when
hundreds of people including
children and women clad In
traditional and national dress
— panjabi and sarees, converged
there.

The celebration committee
also accorded a simple recep-
tion to eminent scientist Dr
Jamal Nazrul Islam and elderly

ments.

To mark the day, different
cultural organisations also
held musical programmes at
different street corners,

Jubilant people wearin
colourful dresses, traditiona
hats, red sarees and musk,
Joined the programmes. Carts
pulled by cows and horses were
the main attractions.

Local Shilpakala Academy,
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote
and Daulatpur Sangskritik

road construction, upland settlement (second phase), integrated
soclal development (second phase), 300 tribal families settle-
ments, reconstruction of educational institutional and irriga-
tion dam. Implementation work is progressing in the three hill
districts, official sources added.

Flood centre opens

KAZIPUR (Sirajganj), Apr 15: Home Post and Telecommuni-
cations Minister Mohanunad Nasim on Tuesday inaugurated
newly constructed flood shelter centre cum primary school and
academlic building of Udgari-Baraitala High School at Udgarl
under Kazipur thana, reports BSS.

The schools were constructed by the LGED and Education
Ministry. Inaugurating the school buildings, Mohammad
Nasim said the development activities, which are going on at

pasal to setup 'Ct‘\'s'.il't‘l' irt‘.-‘”{"i‘ll”1 cal people. main inoperative for many | foot of the DC Hill under the revolutionary Binode Bihari Jote, Chetona Sangskritik | Udgari, are the outcome of demand of the local people Presided
plant in the town was ‘[*Lhtt ' Water crisis is acute in the hours during power outage, auspices of the combined Pa- Chowdhury for being decorated Gosthi, Srejona Sangskritik over h{- headmaster of the school Moha d I{J pI ] | th
the higher authority. But ””[i“ densely populated areas like Which has become a common | hela Baishakh Celebration with Ekushey and Independence Gosthi. Bangabandhu | function was addressed. amon utlllterrlznz:w (9{:::(1;;1331;“01&
ing has been done so 1ar In thiS e Lhola, Bazar Road. Kau- phenomenon in the town, the | Committee was the main at- Day awards respectively. Sangskritik Parisad and | Parishad Chairman Ashraful Alagm and ('.;EII-E'I'HII Secretary Gil'
regard Barisal municipality au- authority added. traction of the festival. Presentation of musical Nazrul Academy were among | Gandail Union Awami League Abul Hossain Master. There was

PDB chairman asks ofticials

Resume power generation in
Raojan Thermal Power Plant

Ashura programme
In Manikgan;

By Staff Correspondent

Garpara Imambara,

Two-day programme of the
committee was heralded with
bringing out a colourful proces-
sion on Thursday afternoon.

As the dawn ushered the first
day of the Bangla New Year
1407, people of all ages con-
verged at the DC Hill Park to
welcome it.

Scores of socio-cultural and

soiree, dance, poetry recitation,
staging of drama, book fair,
painting and photographic ex-
hibition were the main features
of the programmes.

Khulna city wore a festive
look as people held various col-
orful programmes to celebrate
Pahela Baishakh.

A good number of rallies

the organisations that brought
out the rallies.

Khulna University organ-
ised a fair with the participa-
tion of students, teachers and
children on its campus.

Agriculture Sales Centre of
Agriculture Extension Depart-

ment organised a three-day fair

no development activities in the area during 21 years rule of the
past governments, he said addinF no government could do such
a development work during the last 21 years what the present
government did in its four vears rule.

Accountability suggested

PABNA, Apr 15: State Minister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed has emphasised the need for establishing accountability

C AGONG _ : sration. . ’ 3 hallke ) : at Shantibagh crossing.
Ch ni iI{ITi;[‘l“lfl (H:\r I‘nu'.:tliri}w}vl}- 2 1’“2? power generation in F:IL:I!]I:IIL;{nil:*Ilfjrlgg{?ﬂﬁll:rlilltbt;lil ?llil:' r:cI'l- literary organisations WeEE orought out in the city Similar %JFSE,TE‘;?II;:EES were At AlliEueis Tox CEMOVAIE COXFORURIIOINSOCIERY: LEpOILS-Dob,
opment Board (PDB) Quamrul unit-2 of Raojan Thermal | casion of the 10 th Muharram ”"‘r””{‘]“'f“it ”'“f ‘!f"_ﬁ"j have pre- “::ll'tiil'i:?fag;lgn:&lgiél’:;l"iﬁstﬂrl:f also arranged in other districts ﬂllegrziﬁ:gza:;rﬁ: Eg:ll‘::;ngeﬂfm_s%"?g Baf‘gliat will d“ﬂl’; be ful-
Islam Siddiqui on Wednesday Power Plant remained sus- | or Ashura, commemorating the | > nied cultural progranunes at playlg " of the country to mark the day. he said while addrgssing arm?eti: ,:,rf S:ebgclsﬁr:;c??)e:el?};?etfl‘t

asked the PDB officials to re-
sume power generdtion In Rao-
jan Thermal Power Plant (unit-
2) immediately, reports BSS

pended since Monday last caus-
g serions load-shedding

Later on PDB chairman also
visited the work site for protec-

supreme sacrifice of Hazrat |

Imam Hussein (RA).

The Imambara Darbar
Sharif will bring out a mourn-

. L 2210 o N i |

Co-ordination Committee at the Deputy Commissioner's corn-
ference room in Pabna on Thursday. He said the governmennt is
committed to stop all sorts of irregularities in the socio-eco-
nomic development activities of the country and no corruption

Siddiqui gave the directive tion of the spillway of Kaptai :
while he visited the closed Hydraulic Project. ing procession today ( Sunday) La s will be T.'le:l'atﬂd. Emphasisin .the need for establishing ac-
thermal power unit at Raojan., Siddiqui also visited the | in Manikganj town. Later a re- R countability in every sphere of life, he said the government is
some 25-Kkm off here on Chittagong Eastern Cable and | ligious rally will be held at lo- L e ready to publish the details of the sanctioned money and devel-

Wednesday

He also asked three senior
officials of PDB to stay at the
site until the plant started gen-

General Electric Manufacturing |

plant and exchanged views with
the officials for purchasing
products of the company

cal Debendra University Col-
lege ground. The organisers
have requested all to attend the
programime.
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opment programmes of all offices. The people have every right
to know about the sanctions and details of the development ac-
tivities o1 the governments, he added.

Bomb blast: 3 dacoits injured

RAJBARI, Apr 15: Three dacoits of a Eroup were injured in
explosion of a bomb when they were taking preparation in a
house at Ujanchar xﬂla%e under Goalando thana on Tuesday for
committing dacoity in the village, reports UNB.

oist &5 Farera== Police said Sujat Mollah, 45, of Ramnagar village of Kali-
ganj thana, Ayub Ali, 25, of Debidaspur village of Monirampur
794 49, bIF] thana of Jessore district and his brother Toyeb Ali were injured
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Hard days for IRRI-Boro farmers
The underground water level has fallen sharply in Netrakona district. As a result cracks
have been developed in many places of IRRI-Boro fields for want of irrigation. This snap
was taken from Gobindapur in Kalmakanda thana of Netrakona district.
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in the explosion. They were taken into custody and later admit-
ted to the health complex with burn and splinter injuries.

Homeopath conference

CHITTAGONG, Apr 15: Minister for Labour and Employvment
MA Mannan Friday said that present government under the
leadership of Prime Mimster Sheikh Hasina had been relent-
lessly striving to ensure basic health service to the toiling
masses of the country, reports BSS.

"Keeping this in view, the government has undertaken to set
up 13.500 community clinics throughout the country to give
medical service to the masses,"” he said this while inauguratin
a two-day Homeopath Association conference marking the 30t
anniversary of Bangladesh Homeopath Association here. Held
at Waziullah Institute Auditorium, the inaugural session of the
conference was presided over by the Principal Dr Abdul Karim
and addressed, among others, by eminent scientist Dr Jamal
Nazrul Islam, homeopath researchers of India Sachhitananda
Mintoo, homeopaths Abdul Karim, Ruhul Amin, CS Das and
Birendra Chanda Kar. Manpower Minister Mannan called upon
the homeopaths to contribute their mite to the causes of
humanity by acquiring both theoretical and practical
knowledge of homeopathy.

Businessman stabbed to death

MEHERPUR, Apr 15. A businessman was stabbed to death
while his associate injured seriously by armed muggers in
Bandar area on Mujibnagar-Meherpur road Sunday night,

reports UNB.

Police said four muggers waylaid the motorbike of Rafiqul
Islam, owner of a jewelry shop in Meherpur town, when he was
coming in the town from Mujibnagar along with his friend
As.aduFat about 10 pm. As the identities of the muggers were
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revealed to Rafiqul and Asadul, the hoodlums stabbed them
indiscriminately Killing Rafiqul on the spot. Critically injured
Asadul, rescued by the driver of an autorickshaw that was
assing through the road, was admitted to Meherpur sadar
ﬁuspltﬂl. On information from Asadul, police arrested Matin,
27. son of Abu Mia, Rana. 25, son of Abdul Hamid, Asadul 32,
son of Shaker Ali and Masum, 26. son of Nazrul Islam. The
arrested confess 1 their involvement in the incident 1o the
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Training on nutrition
SHERPUR, Apr 15 A training programme on nutrition was

held here recently under the auspices of the Nutrition and
Ap[l)llud Institute of Agriculture Department, reports BSS.
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