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Kibria renews commitment

for faster reforms

Two-day Paris Consortium meet begins

PARIS, Apr 13: As develop-
n‘lent partners sat here today to

J)pralse Bangladesh's needs
and priorities, Dhaka renewed
its commitment to accelerate
socloeconomic and Institu-
tional reforms that the donors
set as preconditions for in-
creased aid, reports UNB.

dollar 1.8-2.2 billion for the FY
2001. He said the amount would
be close to the country's esti-
mated aild need to US dollars
2.03 billion.

The estimated development
assistance, he hoped, can be re-
alised through preparation of
quality projects and pro-

DFls, and mentioned measures
taken to control the practice.
Terming parliament and its
committees as the. formal struc-
ture of accountability — an im-
perative for corruption-free
administration — he said the
most important element in the
institutional structure of demo-

"considerable success” In sound
macroeconomic management
to ensure hlﬁh growth combined
with low Inflation, despite two
adverse shocks — the Aslan fi-
nancial crisis and 1998 f{loods
in Bangladesh.

In FY 1999, GDP grew at 4.88
per cent compared to 5.23 per
cent in FY 98, and in FY 2000,

counts series.
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Is Nawaz Sharif destined to be
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Pahela

Baishakh
today

By Staff Correspondent

The nation today celebrates
Pahela Baishakh, the first day
of Bangla New Year. with tradi-
tional festivities.

All are set to greet the Bangla
year 1407 through various cul-
tural programmes across the
country.

People of all ages Irrespec-
tive of caste, creed and religion
will visit traditional fairs and

“esho hey Balshak esho esho”

Making his official state- rammes. cratic accountabllity is opposi- | , .

ment at the beginning of the & He however contradicted the tion in parliament. the economy is projected to J?jnnc?“m?l jmir,;mn:g in t{},:e
two-day Bangladesh Develop- World Bank paper on corrup- "When the opposition ceases grow by 5. 5 per cent as per cap ;:: ran; e 5!, where in Hf

‘ ment Forum meeting, Finance tion, to be presented in the to perform its political and newly-introduced national ac- country. Popular songs like

Minister Shah A M S Kibria
said the government was mak-
ing all-out efforts to forge broad
societal consensus and support
to ensure institutional capacity
building and durable reforms.
Detailing on the state of
economy and development con-
cerns in his 24-page presenta-

meeting, saying it rarely pro-
duces irrefutable evidence.

Citing some reforms initi-
ated in tax and customs admin-
istrations, he said the govern-
ment had taken a number of
systematic measures to reduce
chances of corruption in rev-
enue collection.

public function, the structure of
democratic accountability gets
weak."

Referring to the development
partners' preference for sector-
wise approach as the new mode
for delivery of aid, he called for
their assistance and a suffi-
cient time-frame for Institu-

Macroeconomic indicators
have shown encouraging trends
with significant increase in
both savings and investment in
terms of GDP ratio. Fiscal
deficit has been contained and
inflation kept under control.

The revenue-GDP ratio was

will be sung in chorus to wel-
come the New Year

In the city, Ramna Green, the
traditional spot for such festi-
vals, will wear a colourful look
with people In traditional Ban-
galee dresses pouring in with
the daybreak. There, they will

bhat (watered rice)

. He also mentioned the | by s 8.97 per cent in FY 1999 and is eat panta
:::Ecl:e;?gisttz: ;i;gor;gfhgheui deregulation of government tional capacity building which o hected to exceed 10 per cent in with onion and green chilly, a
; S is required for sector-wise ap- gv 2000. but overall fiscal food taken by people in rural

ernment can claim credit for
achieving success in many re-
spects, though a lot more needs
to be done.”

Kibria. who is leading a 10-
member official delegation in
the annual Paris Consortinm

control on economic activities
to reduce scope of corruption by
public officials. Government
permission is no longer neces-
sary for setting up an industry
or a business establishment, he
said.

proach.

Speaking on poverty allevia-
tion, the central theme of dis-
cussion in the Development Fo-
rum meet, Kibria said, "Poverty
alleviation is the overarching
goal and remains at the centre

deficit is poised to increase to
4,98 per cent in FY 2000 from
4 .58 per cent of GDP last fiscal,
Kibria said.

Overall balance of payments
has improved and is expected to
show a surplus of US dollar 317

Festival fever

areas in the scorching summer
days.

At Ramna Green, the coun-
try's leading cultural organisa-
tion Chhayanot will organise
the day's first cultural pro-
gramme -- a musical soiree --

t, ed his govern- Kibria recalled the period of ; : _ : ‘ sA0 sical 8 _
g;g;t'se:g:fsﬁctmn m-ge: e e it otared credits“pthat led of development approach of the  pjllion In the current fiscal. Dhaka University’s fine arts students seem a little too eager to hit the streets in the "f*]“-‘lf-”mi“_gf E\hi“‘:_‘f::i H;Eﬁi:
donors' prior indication of aid to corrupt practice and non-per- government.” Explaining the governmen- | myjti-colour masks they made for the Pahela Baishakh (Bengali New Year’s Day) rally f«;ﬁn rﬁiofv.l PRIt e

commitment to the tune of US

forming loans in NCBs and

He cited the government's

See page 11 col 8

today.

Star photo: Anisur Rahman

See page 11 col 7

ngc:'/éﬂ 27

Politics is now an investment

CPD report comes up with blistering criticism

1B takes ominous shape

Poor rate of detection leaves thousands

Hartal halts
civic life

By Staff Correspondent

: Of polltICIan'maStaan neXUS 1 l h The countrywide dawn-to
‘ Vu nera e O e rea e lsease dusk hﬂrtul called by the BNP-
i led opposition alliance to press
By Inam Ahmed and Monjur Mahmud ... o . 4 By Naimul Hagq.., | its various demands paralysed
t Tuberculosis (TB) kills one less than 40 per 100,000 ten cessfully, it said. | life and economie activities
An independent think-tank “But this measures would 1o finance investment projEc S person every 10 minutes and In-  years back, the report said. After WHO declared TB a | yesterday.
has come down heavﬂ}' on the pTDVIdE a fund of around Tk. has already made its contribu- fects one every two minutes in It is A I{jging attle against 'global emergency’ in 1993, The hartal was by and Ic’“'t‘,f

mw—-.

valued readers, well-wishers
and advertisers Shubho
Nababarsha.

Holiday

country's state of politics, say-
ing politics Is increasingly be-

ests.

It has been commercialised
by a class of people who view
politics as a business invest-
ment. They will spend large
sums of money in the process,
which needs to be recouped.

three billlon a year which
would be disbursed to parties

ing presence of money as a fac-
tor in Bangladesh's politics, it
said.

CPD also said that politi-
cally patronised 'mastaan cul-
ture” has Institutionalised itself
over successive regimes, Elec-

tion to the perpetuation of the
default culture.”

See page 11 col 5

the country.
The annual death toll from

mrdinﬁ_ltu a health ministry re-
port. e rate of infection was

TB in Bangladesh, mainly be-
cause of the poor rate of detec-

cent of those were treated suc-
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Transport strike from Monday

A Y B I Siddiqui, Inspector

The federation, at a hur-
riedly called extended meeting
of its central committee yester-
day, also gave its all-out sup-
port to the ongoing 72-hour
strike of the Inter District
Truck Drivers Union, called to

discriminate movement of
people on the roads and high-
ways, how can you blame a
driver alone for an accident,”
asked Khan.
"We welcome the govern-
ment's action against illegal

The federation meeting de-
manded the release of their ar-
rested leaders and workers and
asked the government to com-
pensate the unions for "ille-

ally" demolishing their of-
fces

Bangladesh, like other coun-

tries with high rate of infection,

Diseases Hospital said. "The
main worry Is with the large
number of undetected cases
which remain untreated and
continue to spread the disease.
The spread is silent”. The high
rate of infection is due to popu-

peaceful, barring Hl.:» inci
dents of violence in which at

Ing commercialised and is be- represented in parliament ac- The BNP, when in office, | 4o Greaded disease is about tion of infected persons despite launched a programme for 'su- | least 30 people were injured in
ing allenated from public inter- cording to their share of the heavily depended on mastaans | 59 00, the fourth highest in the trained manpower and contin- pervised intervention of drugs', | different areas of the country
ests. vote of the last election. A fur- to capture the institutions of world, according to a World ued technical assistance from popularly known as DOTS The alliance demands in-
The Centre for Policy Dia- ther one per cent could be dis- education and to enforce their | gapny report, WHO, experts say. (directly observed treatment — | clude resignation of the gov-
logue (CPD), in its recently pre- bursed during the election year  political presence in particular Over 300,000 people are be- Since November 1993 when short course), considered the | ernment, cancellation of the
pared Independent Review of for financing elections.” CGHHIHIEI_K"E’S— the CPD report ing infected with this pre- the National Tuberculosis Pro- most cost-effective measure Public Safety Act, an end to
Bangladesh Development The emergence of the mas- said, stating that the law was | yentable disease every year. The gramme (NTP) was launched, Giving his view on the TB | ‘state-sponsored and Awami
| | (IRBD), report said politics is taans (goons) as a political as  used ineffectively against these | rate js 111 per 100,000, which is only 313,800 TB cases have so control programme in the coun- | terrorism’, release of all oppo-
T i » , now being used as an instru- Wwell as governance variable has elements and was instead di- Increasing "alarmingly ", ac- far been detected, the WB report try, Dr All Hossaln, a senior | sition leaders and activists,
Che Baily Star wishes its ment to promote private inter- been accompanied by the grow- rected to detain mastaans in the said. However, more than 80 per chest specialist at the Chest | withdrawal of Ilalse cases

against them and improvement
of law and orde:

In the city, unidentified per-
sons exploded some bombs at
different places and fired gun-
shots in Mahakhali area In the
morning.

Agajns't such badeTGP. the tions have over the Years be- lation densityv, he said. Police ]IIT{‘FL‘E"]_}[L’{i BNP pPro-
. ~ ; CPD has proposed that a politi- come a costly process and have, . o - ia most com- | cessions in some areas and re-
The offices of Che Taily Zihed Ey ly p G IGP’ k f d l The TB bacteria n L : 11 _
. ALl
Star il remain closed. | | S3idc one per cent of the (bal rich mans games> o ° s comments irk federation leaders o AR ISIGRIT R CSR T S0
5 ; ] : ' ulmonary tuberculosis), & : Oplc J :
today on the occasion of public exlpendlture budget every Such a commercial perspec- “I: absence of treatment, it | witnesses said.
Pahela Baishakh, the first day || Year to finance party political tive on politics is encouraged by The Bangladesh Road Protest the demolition of "legal” toll collectors, said Khan. But | slowly destroys it, leading to BNE_processions at Apa
fB la N Y. ' act'l'vity.oo the lack of transparency in the Transport Workers Federation Union offices across the coun- why are they demolishing the | death. Sadek F:cr)ad.ﬂ bu_h.j. jue _Ra::lf
fie e The corrosive link between system of electoral and politi- - try legal union offices? and Osman Gani Road in old
Theref h il | Hlascalledjoracountywiae o 4 " y Dr Zakir Hossain, Director, . ( were
erelore, there will be money and politics is too deep cal financing in Bangladesh or Hefinite Ktrike front Monday at Working gresideut of the We were ready to extend ! Fsanin e part of the city o1
no issue of the newspaper to be fUU} broken by innovative the protection of law, as in the | . =" =~ [ ¢ by the police Federation hahjahan Khan help to the government to elim- Diﬁfﬁ&;‘ (-;}111"1(3 _-i-‘?d" :‘?J“E‘f:rw'-"‘ Ointercepted by jpui'r‘e e
LTOMOMrow [Saturdayl actlﬂn the rEpDrt titled US. to Ellfﬂrfﬁ' such trans- chief I‘E‘p{}rts LINB‘ MP said the lndeﬁnite strike inate ”]egal toll collection. Cl“’ﬂf‘. ﬂllg ddes ] 5_}“—[-. lrl'lllt I 'i. The l]t} _[j\f ollice at [\.“J,}H
| ) : ‘Current Issues in Bangladesh parency, the IRBD report said. : would continue until the IGP Earlier. it was decided that | 1S more or less satisfactory Bazar Yusuf Market was virtu-
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Development’ said in its "The “The increasing presence of : - : ] withdrew his comment and steps to eliminate illegal toll | With 83 per cent cure ral€ | glly sieged by BDR and armed

April | Sun Rises | Sun Sets || State of Governance in politicians as indentors, E‘;ﬂ?ﬁr;;;;rpfdr;ﬁ;:g;; tlﬁf:”gg;}'i- apologised to transport work- C.D.H.l;(‘tion will be taken 5”{1@,- o | against the WHO target ﬂf‘ﬁﬂ per | police yesterday. Opposition

14 3 6-20pin Bangladesh’, written by Prof. traders, contractors and term ernment would no longer abide  €rs. jointly formulated guideline.” cent. But the perforinance as re- | activists were not allowed to go
5 B-37am . Rehman Sobhan. loan borrowers from the banks by the compromise agreement However, Khan did not rule See page 11 col 7 See Page 12 Col b

that barred police from filing out a possible meeting with the The [federation leader

¥ cases against any "killer driver” government leaders to reach a claimed the home minister : .

| | under Section 302 of CrPC. compromise. agreed to hold a joint meeting of e P?ﬂf {- b ’ *:?"5"____ gy |

Police used to file cases the Home, Communication and x\W WELCOGE LEHGALL |

| against killer drivers under "The only way to avert the Labour ministries, and the (Mo o < 7 » |

a ew ear Section 304 (Kha) of CrPC that  strike is for the government to ‘{ransport owners and workers r\'\-\ PR AIR® Lgift | pj’:’,i'f'ff.lg et

allows a maximum punishment t'han&{e its position,” said Khan, Pefore launching police action. O L2 0° i 4 ”

2 | of three years in prison. Under "No driver will ply the road if "But, what we saw is that the oV 7 07.

. Section 302, the maximum pun- there s a risk of being hanged.” home ministry took the initia- < o‘ﬂ i 4' |

iIshment (s death. "When you can't stop the in-  tive unilaterally.” P‘gg—\ |
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