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Exhibition: pangla
will hold an exhibition and competition of photogra

" Chief guest: State Minister for Jute
Director of ACME Laboratories

Bangladesh Photo Journalists’

"Rupashi Ban
Haq. Speclal guest: Managing
Mizanur Rahman Sinha.
Association auditorium, Time: 6:00 pm.

"
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enue:

desh Photo Journalists' Assoclation

hy titled
KVF'aezul

r pro
ergi lhsgn University will hold a programine to cele-

Institute of Education,
rs(l)g. House No 85/A, Rd. No 11/A, Dhan-
.00 am.

mondi R/A. Time : 9

F ilm show: Tanvir Mokammel's Chitra Nadir Pare will
be screened. Venue: Sufia Kamal Public lera? auditorium.

New
Studies,

brate the Bengall New Year. Venue :

Darul Ihsan Unive

Time : 10.00 am, 12.00 noon, 3.00 pm, 5.00 pm an

amme : Instltute of Business

7.00 pm.

Seminar: Mount Elizabeth Hospital and Gleneagles Hospl-

tal as
"Headache is not always slinple
What can be done?". Venue:

part of the Parkway Group

otel Sheraton. Time : 7.

orld will hold a seminar on
and "Cardiac Arrhythmias —
pm.

EXhibitiOll: The 2nd art exhibition of Shabin Shahrier
Karur Charuta will be inaugurated. Venue: Zainul Gallery at
[nstitute of Fine Arts, DU Campus. Time: 10:00 am.

e .
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day, reports UNB.
Day

36.1 de
at Satkhira.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:20 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5:38 am.
Maximum and minimum

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Mnrnlr;g Evenlrslg

Dhaka aLa 210
Chittagong 320 210 92 60
Rajshahi 35 202 71 70
Khulna < R 78 --
Barisal 340 215 86 61
Svlhet 294 186 67 63
Cox’s Bazar 3G D2 77 66

Rain forecast

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
squally wind is likely at a few places over Khulna and Chit-
tagong divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka, Rajshah,
Sylhet and Barisal divisions in the next 12 hours till 6 pm to-
temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period, Met Office said.

The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
sius at Jessore and the lowest 18.0 degree Celsius

temperature and humidity

IUB

The Division of Student Af-

fairs (DSA) of Independent Uni-
versity Bangladesh (IUB) in as-

sociation with the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society (BRCS)
held a bloodrdohation f gradd
grammge yesterday at the IUB
premises, says a press release.
Students, teachers and offi-
cials of the university donated
blood at the session inaugu-
rated by IUB Vice Chancellor
Prof Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury.

BUET Officers’

Association

Md Tarequl Qader Mirza,
Assistant Director
(Publication-cum Information
Officer) and Sanaullah Hakim,
Instrument Engineer of BUET
have been elected president and
general secretary respectively
of the 9-member executive
committee (Bangla 1407-1408)
of Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology
(BUET) Officers Association,
says a press release.

The election was held at the
Old Academic Building of BUET
Tuesday. Other members of the
executive committee are: Vice-
president — Jahangir Alam, or-
ganising and publicity secre-
tary — M A Jalil Sardar and
treasurer — Md Rahmat All
Fakir, Members — Md Abdur
Rouf, Md Khademul Islam
Bhuiyan, Engr Md Rezaul
Hoque Akanda and Engr Md
Zahangir Alam. The election
was conducted by Dr Md
Mostafa Kamal Chowdhury as
Chief Election Commissioner.

Rangpur
District
Association

The annual general meeting
(AGM) of Rangpur District As-
sociation was held recently at
the auditorium of the Institute
of Engineers, says a press re-
lease.

The meeting was presided
over by president of the associa-
tion, noted scientist, Dr M A
Wazed Miah. Minister for
Commmerce M A Jalil and State
Minister for Environment and

Forest H N Ashiqur Rahman at-
tended the function as chief
guest and special guest respec-
tively.

Three eminent personalities
and two meritorious students of
the district were accorded recep-
tion. S M Niza Arifen, son of
Engineer S M Golam Mostafa,
an Executive Engineer of Public
Works Department (PWD), who
stood first in HSC examination
(combined merit list) in science
group was also accorded a recep-
tion. Fifty meritorious but }i-
nancially insolvent students
were awarded scholarships.

In the election of the associ-
ation Dr M A Wazed Miah and S
M Golam Mostafa were elected
unanimously president and

eneral secretary respectively
or 2000-2001.

Other elected members are
Abdul Latif Mondol, Chowd-
hury Khalequzzaman, M Nu-
ruzzaman Mia and Shahidul Is-
lam as treasurer.

Death anniversary

The 38th death
anniversary of
Khan Bahadur
Badi Ahmed
Chowdhury,
former MLA
and MLC will
be observed
today, says a
press release,

- Quran khw-
ani will be held at House-24,
Road-1, Sector-9, Uttara. A
discussion meeting will be held
at Ballchhari Nazmunnessa
High School,
Chittagong.

Chehlum

The chehlum of A H M Abdul
Baqul, former Deputy Magis-
trate and Deputy Collector
(EPCS) and an eminent person-
ality of Chittagong will be held
today with due solemnity after
Magrib prayers at Anika Com-
munity Centre Iin Chittagong,
says a press release.

Late Baqul, father of M
Wahid Ullah, Dhaka Bureau
Chief of Dainfk Azadi, Chit-
tagong, died on March 3 at his
Chandanpura residence. He was
82, He left behind his wife, four
sons, three daughters, grand
sons, grand dau%ﬁ?ers. relatives
and admirers to mourn his
death.
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Banshkhall,

Seminar on
REFLECT
Apr 15

The first ever national dis-
semination seminar on RE-
FLECT, an approach to educa-
tion, empowerment and social
change, will be held on April 15
at IDB Bhaban, says a press re-
lease.

The seminar is likely to pre-
sent the evaluative outcome of
REFLECT operation |(n
Bangladesh for the last five
years from 1995 to 1999, The
seminar will be organised by
Forum for Participatory Edu-
cation and Development (FPED)
in collaboration with Action-
Ald Bangladesh.

Ananda Mohan
College teacher
dies

MYMENSINGH. Apr 12: Mo-
hammad Rafluddin, an assoc|-
ate professor and Head of the
Soclal Welfare Department,
Ananda Mohan Government
College died of cardiac arrest on
April 10 at the Mymensingh

edical College Hospital, lglc
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was 56, reports BSS,

} Indusitries Corporation,

DU exams held
after delay over
students' protest

By DU Correspondent

A fake bomb alarm delayed
the examinations of different
departments at Dhaka Univer-
ultr Curzon Hall examination
hall yesterday.

Sources said that a section of
examinees demanding
rescheduling of the exams hung
a fake cocktall at the entrance
to the exam centre to bar others
from entering there.

They claimed that they were
not prepared for the exams as a
country wide dawn to dusk
hartal was scheduled to be held
vesterday.

The opposition alllance
shifted the pre-scheduled April
12 hartal to today.

Later DU VC Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury arrived at the cen-
tre and convinced the students
to sit for there respective e€x-
ams.

The exams finally began af-
ter a hour and half delay at

10:30 am.

Newsmen, employees
of Ittefaq, New
Nation support
9-point demand

Journalists and employees
of the Daily Ittefaq and the New
Nation yesterday extended full
support for the implementation
of 9-point demand of Sang-
badik-Karmachari Oikkya
Parishad and Press Sramik
Oikkya Parishad, reports BSS.
Speakers In separate meet-
ings. held in Dally Ittefaq and
New Nation offices, said any
attempt of the newspaper own-
ers to divide the journalist and
non-journalist and depriving
them of their just demands,
would be foiled.
Convenor of the Ittefaq
Sangbadik, Sramik and Kar-
machari Steering Committee
Fazle Imam and DUJ New Na-
tion Unit Chief Afzal Hossain
presided over the meetings of It-
tefaq and the New Nation re-
spectively. The meeting was ad-
dressed by BFUJ leaders Aman
Ullah Kabir, G M Yaqub,
Akhtar Ahmed Khan and M A
Aziz, and DUJ leaders Altaf
Mahmud, Abu Saleh, Azizul Is-
lam Bhuiyan, Khan Moham-
mad Salek, Abdul Jalil
Bhuiyan, President of Press
Karmachari Union Mosharaff
Hossain and Secretary General
Mozammel Haq, Acting Secre-
tary of Sangbadpatra Karma-
chari Federation Afsar Uddin
Khan and Secretary General
Matiur Rahman, Sheikh Mohi-
uddin, Aminul Islam, Shilbrata
Barua, Khandkar Golam Zilani,
Jahanara Begum, Azad Ullah,
Kazi Bazlur Rahman, Bhoben-
dranath Biswas and Abul
Hashem. ' " S Ve e
The next meeting will be
held at the Daily Financial Ex-
press on April 15 at 12 noon
and the Daily Jugantar at 2 pm
on the same day.

Postponed

The viva voce test for en-
rollment as advocate scheduled
to be held on April 14, has been
postponed due to unavoidable
reasons, reports BSS.

According to the changed
schedule, the test will be held on
April 15 and 16 at 4 pm in the
Bar Council Bhaban. Candi-
dates bearing roll nos. 289 to
333 will sit on April 15 and roll
nos. 335 to 378 on April 16.

Exhibition on
Mujibnagar Day

An exhibition will be held at
MujibnaFar on April 17 on oc-
casion of Mujibnagar Day, says
a press release.

The exhibition, arranged by
Muktijoddha Sanghati Dibash
will be inaugurated by Col (Retd)
Shawkat Ali MP, Chairman of
the Parishad at 9:00 am on the
day.

Among others Abdul Man-
nan, MP, Mokbul Hossain, MP,
Anjuman Ara Jamlil, MP, Khan
Tipu Sultan, MP, Major Rezaul
Karim, Hasanuzzaman Hasan,
Abdur Rahim Bhuiyan, Advo-
cate Shamsul Huda and Abdul
Mannan will be present at the
inaugural ceremony.

INCIERE. ‘career
night' held

By Staff Correspondent

was held yesterda
Ga;rden in Dhaka Sheraton Ho-
tel.

Gary Khoo, regional man-
ager for Asla-
was the chief guest in the func-
tion, while Dr Habibur Rah-
man, CEO of NHCLC Dhaka, at-

come address.

In the function, Khoo
launched the New Horlzons
Diploma In Information Tech-

Diploma in Information Tech-
nology programmes and also
announced the NHCLC Dhaka
as the Certified Technical Edu-
cation Centre of Microsoft.

Spring fair
begins today

KHULNA, Apr 12: A week-
lmc;ﬁ spring fair of handicraft
products begins on the premises
of Zilla School here tomorrow
(Thursday), reports UNB,

State Minister for Disaster
Management Talukder Abdul
Khaleque will inaugurate the
falr to be organised by

A common history textbook
for children of the subcontinent
could produce a better genera-
tion that will think with a
sense of compassion to each
other ensurlrg I\Fm“ in the re-
glon, reports UNB.

Usha Gandhl, a journalist-
cum-researcher and wife of
Mahatma Gandhl's grandson,
Rajmohan Gandhl, proposed
compilation a common history
textbook by the historians from
India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, the three offshoots
of the subcontinent.

She made the proposal at a
"meet the press” programine of
Rajmohan Gandhl yesterday. A
historian, and sociopolitical
thinker, Rajmohan Gandhl
hailed his spouse's Idea.

The couple opined that such
a textbook would teach the fu-
ture generation to think in a

News

Common history textbook for
child can ensure peace

Gandhi couple suggest for regional harmony

common way to explain the

t ups and downs.

They sald the common his-
tory would also help remove
many mindset conceptions,
disbelief, mistrust and confu-
sion about each other. It Is
badly needed for future leader-

ship of the three countries, they
sald.
Siegfried Herzog of

Friedrich-Numann-Stiftung,
an International olitical
foundation, supported the idea
sayll1§ that such a textbook
helped in building very friendly
relations between Germany and
France,

Mentioning century-old bit-
ter relations between his coun-
try, Germany, and France, he
said individual history would
make the children more hostile
about each other.

"But, a common history
book changed the situation and

brought up a generation with
different feelings.” he sald,
adding such a common text-
book will plz:r a very signifi-
cant role In defusing tensions
in the region.

"Being a German,” he said, "l
should not remember what
France did with us. But as a
German | should always keep In
mind what Hitler did and cor-
rect myself,” he told his the
press audience,

To ensure a peaceful South
Asia, Rajmohan Gandhl sald,
many problems could be re-
solved if "we are not egoistic
and try to also consider those
from others' point of view.”

“Similar feelings during the

ains of others are needed for
»etterment of the situation. But
it Is not enou
peace, we will have to know how
to join successes, joys and cele-
brations of each others.”

The 2nd 'Career Night' of
New Horlzons Computer Learn-
ing Centre (NHCLC) of Dhaka
at Winter

pacific of NHCLC,

tended as speclal guest. General
Manager of NHCLC Dhaka,
Nasir Ahmed delivered the wel-

nology, New Horizons Advance
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today's dawn-to-dusk hartal.

gh. For ultimate |

- billion) in

BNP activists brought out a torch procession in the city yesterday to drum up support for

— Star photo

pro-

From page 1
spectively.

Addressing the rallies, the
opposition leaders called upon
the countrymen to observe to-
day's hartal spontaneously.
They said the opposition parties
would continue their movement
until. the fall
League government.

Speaking at the BNP's main
rally in front of the party's cen-
tral office, city unit president
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP said
a dreadful situation is now pre-

misrule of the AL government.

Khoka said BNP, as the
largest political party, cannot
sit idle when the AL has re-
sorted to killing and harass-
ment of political opponents.

The BNP leader said there is
no alternative to toppling the
AL government immediately to
protect the people and the
country and vowed to continue
the movement.

Later, leaders and activists
of BNP and its front organisa-
tions brought out a big torch
procession that paraded Naya
Paltan, Bijoynagar, Paltan and
Fakirerpool. No untoward inci-
dent was reported.

Besides, the BNP brought out
torch processions from New

Prof Yunus

From page |

ble in fund expenditures.” elab-
orated Lange.

Jamil H Chowdhury from
Grameen Trust, and Dr K N Nair
and Dr, Le Dinh Tien, develop-
ment activists from India and
Vietnam respectively also
spoke at the first session of the
day.

Rasheda K Chowdhury and
Meghna Guhathakurta chaired
two other sessions while the
last session of the day was still
in progress till last night.

Those who presented paper
include Dr K. Narayanan Nair,
Dr P R Gopinathan Nair, V R
Raghunandan, V Balachandran,
v} Kunhikannan, V C V
Retnam, S Anitha and
Praveena Kodoth from India
and Vo Quy, Tran Thi Kieu
Hanh, Tran Ngoc Lan and
Nguyen Thanh Phuong from
Vietnam,

of the Awami

vailing in the country due to the

Countrywide hartal

Market, Mirpur-Pallabi, Badda
Hossain Market, Mohammad-
pur, Kafrul, Shampur, Demra,
Gulshan, Rampura and Farm-
gate areas.

A BNP press release claimed
that police obstructed the BNP
activists in some places and re-
sorted to lathi charge on the
processionists. It said police at-
tacked Kafrul.thana BNP pro-
cession when it reached Kazi-

ra.

Police also obstructed Sabu-
jbagh thana BNP's procession
when the activists were takiu%[
preparation to bring out a torch
procession at Rampura bazar,
the press release added.

City BNP president Sadek
Hossain Khoka and general sec-
retary Abdus Salam in joint
statement yesterday strongly
protested police attack on the
party procession.

They said people will give
reply to this attack through
making today's hartal a com-
plete success.

Hartal exemption: Hospital,
ambulance, medicine shop,
kitchen market, food shop,
newspaper office, vehicles car-
rying law enforcers and jour-
nalists and emergency water-
gas-electricity supply will re-
main out of the purview of har-
tal.

BDF meeting

From page |

“At the LCG meeting. the de-
velopment partners
sised that the realisation of
even the lower figure will de-
pend crucially on accelerated
progress in policy and institu-
tional reform and faster utili-
sation of existing aid in the
pipeline.”

Bangladesh's achievement
in all these issues will be dis-
cussed by donors in Paris.

Besides progress In institu-
tional reforms, the most dis-
cussed issue at the meeting will
be the rampant corruption in
Bangladesh,

Donors believe that it
Bangladesh could reduce cor-
ruption it could add between 2.1
to 2.9 per cent to the annual per
capita GDP growth.

Donors will also discuss the
country's political situation,

empha- 9

Bangladesh Small and Cottage

| Tuesday.
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Dr M Moshiuzzaman, Chairman, BCSIR (L), Engr Habib
Uddin, Chairman, BAEC (M) and Dr M K Panduranga
Setty, Chairman, Board of Governors RV-TIFAC Compos-

establishment of

ite Design Centre (R) singed a MOU on
a fibre reinforced plastic composites (FRP) development
and production

unit to be set up in Bangladesh at a
meeting held in the Ministry of Science and Technology

Power, water

From page |

Dhaka city.

Dhaka WASA sources said
that their water production
ability reduces greatly due to
frequent power disruption.

According to WASA, the
minimum demand of water for
a day in the capital is around
121 crore litre while the maxi-
mum is around 145 crore litre.
WASA have the capacity to'ful-
fil the minimum demand if all
of its 317 pumps operale,

When the city suffers mas-
sive power disruptioi. WASA's
water production ability re-

duces to around 115 crore litre
resulting in suffering of the
people.

WASA officials said last
night that water supply situa-
tion is much better this year so
far than that of last year as 200
generators have been installed
at 200 out of 317 pump houses of
the city.

Talking about water crisis in
old part of the city, an official
of public relations department
of WASA, said last night that
two generators — one 81 ) KVA
and another 300 KVA genera-
tors — started operating at
Chandnighat Water Tr-atment
Plant that will minin ¢ th~
water crisis a lot.

Cronje

From page 12

The managing director of the
United Cricket Board of South
Africa, Ali Bacher, said Cronje
had accepted $10,000-$15,000
from a local bookmaker ahead
of a triangular one-day series
with England and Zimbabwe in
January.

"The Indian High Commis-
sioner indicated to me that he
was convinced that the Indian
police would not have made a
statement if they did not have
evidence,” Pahad said

"I asked him to convey the
message that his government
must work closely with us on
the matter,

"But until a judicial inquiry
carries out an investigation
we'll be left in doubt about the
truth and only then can we se-
riously consider what to do.”

AFP from Delhl says, crick-
et's world governing body said
today it had ordered a full in-
quiry into the match-fixing
scandal.

International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) president Jagmohan
Dalmiya saild he had told the
South Africans to conduct a
swift and exhaustive inquiry
and warned that the gulilty
would not be s‘lﬁmcd.

"l promise the ICC will get to
the bottom of the matter,”
Dalmiva sald.

"The news concerning Han-
sie Cronje is a big shock to ev-
eryone in world cricket. We
have advised South Africa to
conduct the Inquiry as soon as
possible,” Dalmiya salid.

"His (Cronje's) admission
and other allegations made by
the police in India require an
immediate and thorough inves-
tigation and the ICC awaits an
early outcome,” Dalmiya sald,
while stressing that cricket
would survive the scandal,

"Cricket does not stop be-
cause some black sheep are
there.

"It Is a great game. But il
there are some black sheep
what one has to do is weed themn
ot

Dalmiyva sald the South
African board's findings would
be forwarded to the [CC's Code
of Conduct Commission,
headed by Lord Hugh Griffiths
of England, for review,

From page |
lowances for the government
employees.
“In FY 1997-98 the share of
salaries and allowances In total
revenue expenditure was 45.5
per cent, which fell to 40.2 per
cent in the following year. How-
ever, 41.6 per cent of the revenue
expenditure has been allocated
to this head in the budget for FY
1999-2000," CPD said.
“Provisional figures show
that till December 1999. about

42.3 per cent of the budgeted
amount has already been Spent

on this account, while the con-
parable ﬂgurc for the preceding
year was 37.5 per cent.”

CPD also sald as both the Eid
festival allowances fell due in
the second half of the FY 1999-
2000, the utilisation rate re-
mained less than 50 per cent.

“A further disturbing trend
in the revenue expenditure
structure relates to iInterest
pag'menl on account of domestic
debt,” CPD said.

Interest payment on gov-
ernment borrowings from the
domestic sources increased
from 12.6 per cent (Tk 16.56
Y 1997-98 to 13.5
per cent (Tk 22.61 billion) in
1998-99 and 11.6 per cent (Tk
20.73 billlon) has been allo-
cated In the revenue budget for
FY 1999-2000.

Incidentally, the govern-
ment has already (during the
first six months of the current
financial year) spent about 58.5
per cent (Tk 12.12 billion) of the

The Daily Star 11
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allocated amount in order to
meet its domestic debt servicing
labilities (DSL), whereas the
comparable share for FY 1998-
99 was 37 .2 per cenl.

It predicted the higher rate of
utilisation of allocation for In-
terest payment on the govern-
ment's higher levels of borrow-
ing from the banking and non-
banking system in the face of
an emerging revenue shortfall.

'Althuug% the need to bor-
row by the government will de-
crease in the coming months as
the revenue collections pick up,
it will find it difficult to keep (s
interest payment obligations
within earmarked amount of
Tk 20.73 billion for FY 1999-
2000, CPD said.

Given the revenue and in-
vestment scenarios, CPD sald
the government’s decision to go
for borrowing to prop up the ag-

egate demand may be justified

n the short term. “If. however,
the domestic revenue mobilisa-
tion effort as well as private In-
vestment do not respond to this
stimulus soon, it may pose a po-
tential threat to Bangladesh’s
relatively manageable macroe-
conomic balances,” the IRBD
sald.

. Quoting the figures of the
first six months ol the current
fiscal, the report said Tk 6.97
billion of term loans have been
disbursed against a sanctioned
amount of Tk. 11.44 billion,
recording a 15.4 per cent growth
over its comparable proceeding
period.

From page |
noon.

The JCD was holding a rally
on the bulilding premises In
support of today’s countrywide
hartal and protesting the attack
on the motorcade of Khaleda
Zia in Cox's Bazar on Sunday.

After Tuku's arrest, the JCD
brought out a procession and
marched towards the Business
Studies Faculty. When the pro-
cession reached near Lecture
Theatre (LT), they fired about
four blank shots and exploded a
cracker, witnesses said.

Police chased the JCD ac-
tivists, lobbed tear gas shells
and fired two rubber bullets.

In the mean time, the BCL
armed cadres appeared at the
scene, fired about eight shots
and chased the JCD activists in
presence of police, witnesses
said.

The JCD activists went on
the rampage and damaged about
five cars, parked near the LT
and at Mall Chatter, before
leaving the campus.

Later, the BCL cadres dam-

Dhanmondi

From page |

residences. While designing we
were very careful about the
rights of the residents of this
area,” lie said.

“The residents’ concern is
genuine, but if we chalk out a
participatory programme (o
manage the project the prob-
lems will largely be solved,”
said Habib.

The management policy
must have a governing body
comprising residents “who
would be the best people to
monitor activities of their own
area”.

About lack of public partici-
pation, the architect said they
had involved the Walkers As-
sociation and the Dhanmondi
Residents Welfare Association
[DRAW)

“Compared to other projects,
I think this project has done a
lot more as far as public partic-
ipation is concerned.”

Residents, however, differed
with the consultant. They said
Walkers' Assoclation or DRAW

not truly represent the
Dhanmondi residents. The au-
thorities should have notified
people through the media and
exhibited the project’s detailed
p]annin% over a certain period,
they saic

The government is vet to
chart any management policy
of the Dhanmondi lake area.

Asma

From page |
vised Asma’'s treatment also
during her nearly one -year
stay at the hospital earlier,
said. "We are suspecting that
Asma has drug resistant
tuberculosis (MDR) and
jaundice at the same time. So it
is quite a difficult condition.”

A garments factory worker
froon Magura, Asma underwent
an operation at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital on August 11,
1998 for removal of ovarian
tumour. But doctors removed
her only functioning kidney re-
portedly bv ‘mistake’, leaving
her lile in danger

When this came to light,
DMCH gynaecologists at-
tempted a cover-up. But a
media focus on this led to a
public outcry and her quick
transfer to BSMMUH on
September 7, 1998.

But sadly, Asma had to wait
for more than five months lor
kKidney transplantation.
During this period, she
survived on costly
haemodialysis.

The government bore the ex-
penses for her treatment and is
doing so this time also.

In a five- hour operation at
BSMMUH on February 2 last
year, Asma's mother Zahura
donated one of her kidneys so
that her daughter lives.

The governument had formed
two probe bodies regarding the
‘mistake’ of DMCH doctors at
that time but thelr reports are
yet to made public.

A human rights group,

Odhikar, had filed a case with
the CMM’'s Court on behalf of
Asma seeking prosecution of
the doctors responsible and ad-
equate compensation to the
victim. The case is still going
on.

The main accused in the case
is Dr Mahmuda Khatun,

"Gunshots rock DU :

aged mikes of JCD rally and
joined a procession of BCL near
the Madhu's canteen.

The university authorities at
a meeting yesterday with Vice
Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury in the chair, ex-
pressed grave concern over the
incident and said the authori-
ties will never tolerate any bid
to foil the congenial atmo-
sphere on the campus.

The meeting also decided to
take punitive action against the
persons involved in the inci-
dent and asked the probe com-
mittee to submit its report
within the next seven days.

Meanwhile, the JCD leaders
at a meeting yesterday con-
demned the incident and
blamed BCL and police lor at-
tacking them. The meeting held
at the JCD central oflice was
presided over by Amanullab
Aman.

Protesting the incident and
demanding release of Tuku, the
leaders announced that the JCD
would stage a demonstration in
front of the VC's office on April
17.

Haj1 Selim
From page |

barricade on the road by using
trucks. Traffic movement was
disrupted for about six hours,
said local people

The mob also searched for
Golain Rasul, a local AL leader
and also a UP chairman. who
has dispute with Haji Selim

over land. and his followers to-
day.

Rejoinder
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"The meeting elaborately
discussed the matters contained
in the report and all members
present in the meeting unani-
mously expressed that the re-
port was not based on fact. After
detailed discussion, the Vice-
Chancellor requested the
Provosts of different Halls to
continue their efforts in order
to maintain congenial aca-
demic atmosphere in the Halls.”

Our reply: We are gratified to
note that the VC took prompt
action to convene a meeting of
the DU administration taking
note of the report that high-
lighted plight of the students,
forced to live under terror in the
halls of residence of Dhaka
University, participating in
rallies under duress. It tells
about mid-night punishment
beatings to muffle protests and
closure of two canteens follow-
ing non-payment of dues by
musclemen belonging to politi-
cal parties including the ruling
party. But the students never
dare to put their grievances In
black and white, making it dif-
ficult for the Provosts of halls
to take action which the report
underlined. We congratulate the
VC for taking note of the story
mentioning the state of affairs
in the halls in the biggest uni-
versity of the country and urge
him to do something more to
save the silent majority of stu-
dents from being bullied fur-
ther. We assure all our help to
him in this regard. However, we
stand by our report.

Opposition
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Another BNP leader said it is
difficult to form such an al-
liance and share seats. There
could be an understanding dur-
ing the election, but any move
to announce an electoral al-
llance may be resisted within
the party

Kazi Firoz Rashid, JP Pre-
sidinm member., said the al-
llance had earlier done some
work towards formation of an
electoral alliance. He confi-
dently said that allocation of
seats among the partners might
not be a big problem since the
four parties pledged to form a
nationalist government.

Mohammad Kamruzzaman,
assistant secretary general of
Jamaat-e-Islami said sharing
of seats may prove the stum-
bling block to forging an elec-
toral alliance since this culture
has not developed here.

10J leader A.R.M. Abdul
Matin sald the matter of forma-
tion of an electoral alliance has
been discussed in the party fo-
rum and there will soon be a
move to finalise the modalities.
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