10 The Lhaily Star

Private clinic ‘agents’ rule
- Magura Sadar Hospital

MAGURA, Apr 12: Private
clinic owners in Magura have
osted ‘agents’ at the Sadar
ospital to lure patients in the
name of better treatment.

These agents enjoy free ac-
cess to the hospital premises.
With convincing promises (o
the patients and their atten-
dants these agents try to admit
the ‘victims’ to private clinics.

Most of these agents live In
Parmanduall, arla and
Doarpar areas of Magura town.

' They are mostly found in front
of emergency wing and entrance
of the hospital.

The presence of the dalals, or
agents, is hampering the nor-
mal activity of the hospital, lo-
cal people said. Often patients
from rural areas are ‘harassed
by the agents, they added.

During this correspondent’s
receht visit to the hospital some
brokers were found wandering
in the hospital premises. Some
of them admitted they receive
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money from the clinic owners
for luring patients.

‘As doctors are Involved in
the process, I never consider it
unethical’, sald an agent re-
questing not to be named.

When asked how much he
gets for the job, Tarikul, an
agent, said he gets Taka 100 to
Taka 150 from the clinic owner
after a patient (s admitted.

“I earn Taka 1,500 to Taka
2,000 per month for the job
from different clinies. It Is the
only source of incone to main-
tain my family”, sald an agent,

When contacted, Residential
Medical Officer (RMO) of the
hospital, Akteruzzaman, said
adequate measures have been
taken to prevent brokers from
entering the hospital.

However, some staff, who

were not willing to be named, of
the hospital said agents are still
active. The agents enter the
hospital premises in gulse of
patient's

attendants, they

added. '

Patients and their atten-
‘dants alleged a section of doc-
tors and staffs at the hospital
also work for the interest of
private clinles. Some patients,
who are refused admission in
planned way, are advised by
some doctors to get admitted to
certain clinics for 'better treat-
ment’.

Meanwhile, Magura Sadar
Hospital has been facing other
problems Including water
scarcity and shortage of doc-
tors.

Hospital sources said at least
nine posts of physicians have
been lying vacant for a long
time.

The number of beds for pa-
tients in the 100-bed hospital {s
not adequate. Many patients
have to stay on floors due to
shortage of beds.

Patients also have urged the
authorities concerned to solve
the water crisis they are facing.
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A ymbol of ”ﬁlture

Nancy Ann Budden, wife of Terry Budden, Managing Director of Unocal Bangladesh Ltd
opened recently Magurcheera Kashi Punjee Primary School near Moulvi Bazar Gas Field.
Community Relations Manager Afzal Hossain, Media Relations Consultant Syed
Asaduzzaman (Bachchu) attended the function. Photo shows children with their new
books which were distributed by chief guest Nancy Ann Budden. In her speech Nancy
Ann Budden termed the school as a symbol of the future.

Tension grips

CHITTAGONG, Apr 12: Ten-

sion

again as the Shipping Ministry

Ctg Port
again

gripped Chittagong Port

Khaleda asks party men

to work for next polls

UKHIA, Cox's Bazar, Apr 12:
Opposition leader Khaleda Zia
asked party leaders and work-
€rs Tuesday to work sincerely

Mosharraf Hossain, Abdullah
Al Noman and_Shajahan
Chowdhury,

Tetulia Tea Company Limited (TTCL)
village In Tetulla thana recently, re

Tea Board (BTB) Danial Islam. It was
director of TTCL Mosarraf Hossain.
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Tea plantation programme

PANCHAGARH, Apr 12: The tea plantation programme of
was held at Mundulpara
rts BSS.

by chalrman of Bangladesh

resided over by man%ﬁln
ong others, Press ug

The programme was (naugurate

president A Rahman Mukul, deputy commissioner Mohammad
Robiul Islam, police super ABM Barua, Chamber president M

Delower Hossaln and 4] Battalion Commander of Ban adesh
Rifles (BDR) Lt Col Kaisar Uddin spoke on the occasion. e

Self-employment programme

RANGAMATI, Arr 12: Rangamati unit of Women's Affairs
Directorate plans to ensure food security to the distressed
Erggmn through self-employment generating project, reports

Registration of the distressed women after jdentifying them
at the thana level has been going on to implement the project,
officlals sald. Necessary credit will be disbursed to the
distressed women after Imparting training on different trades
including sewing, weaving, agriculture, animal husbandry and
poultry. The project will be implemented in Naniarchar and"
Zurachharl thanas by the end of April this year while in
Languadu and Belaichhari thanas by July.

Five vehicles seized

JOYPURHAT, Apr 12: A taskforce team seized five vehicles
loaded with Indian sugar from various parts in Panchbibi
thana on Monday, reports UNB.

Acting on tip-off, the team, led by DC Abu Nasir Ahmed
ralded Danejpur, Gopalpur and Bad};laharl and seized three
trucks and two buses laden with 661 sacks of sugar, worth of Tk

9.91 lakh. The seized sugar was de
Customs. ga deposited with the Bangla Hili

Young man electrocuted

MANIKGANJ, Apr 12: A young man was electrocuted at h
. is
in-law’s house at Shondhi vill >
o e T age in Shibalaya thana on Satur-
Family sources said Saidur, 22, of Boali village of the thana,

touched live electric wire in the evening while repai
ring a t
recorder. A UD case was filed with policE. AR N

met in Dhaka on Tuesday to fi-
nalise the decision to construct
a private container terminal
here by a US company, reports

from now on so BNP candidates
can win the next general elec-
tions, reports UNB.

Khaleda wurged the party

No alternative

; Constructions progressin
fo science - sk ;

Patients flooring at Magura Sadar Hospital.

Coordination suggested

BARISAL, Apr 12: The coor-
dination among the 15 agricul-
tural sectors could regain the
old tradition of Barisal as 'S-
tore-house of corns’, agricultur-
ists said, reports BSS.

According to office sources,
the following sectors are in-
volved in agriculture produc-
tions in six southern districts
under Barisal division. They
are: Agriculture Extension De-

—partment, Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Development Corporation
(BADC), Seeds Production De-
partment, Bangladesh Krishi
Bank (BKB), Soil Engineering
Department, Water Develop-

ment Board (WDB), Bangladesh
Rural Development Board
(BRDB), Forest Department, Kr-
ishi Information Services,
Fisheries Department, Live-
stock Department, Local Gov-
ernment Engineering Depart-
ment (LGED), Non-Government
Organisations (NGOs), Rice Re-
search Institute and farmers'
representatives.

The factors which directly or
indirectly influence over the
destruction of the old tradition
of Barisal as 'corn-hours' are
identified as natural disaster,
want of coordiration among
the food production agencies,

high price of fertilisers, adul-
terated fertiliser, irregular sur-
vey of soil, non-disbursement
of loan in time and irresponsi-
ble activities of the agricultural
field workers.

Besides, want of high yield-
ing varieties of seeds, irrigation
equipment and want of knowl-
edge of scientific cultivation lag
the productions.

The present government has
instructed the concerned au-
thorities to make coordination
among the aforesaid 15 agricul-
ture sectors for boosting agri-
culture production.
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The meeting, however, ended
without any decision with strong

prote
tives
ity.

Member (Finance) of Chit-

meeting of the sub-comnittee,
formed to finalise the proposal.

Meanwhile,
Sramik Karmochari Federation
at a meeting here in the after-

1o0on

cancel its decision and threat-

ened

it further advances in this re-

gard.

They also demanded cancel-

latior

notice, in which Port Authority

was i

with the ministry.

Cop stabbed

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 12: A
senior police constable and

Imess

Police Line was seriously in-

jured

known miscreants at Shaista

Khan Road here

reports BSS.
According to police and eye-

Will1le
with

ping by a rickshaw at 6-30 ain.

sts from three representa-
of Chittagong Port Author-

Dock Bandar

urged the government to

to stop the port activities if

1 of the Finance Ministry

old to deposit Tk 150 crore

manager of Narayanganj
as he was stabbed by un-

on Monday

»sses, Naik Rafiq along
another mess assistant

faithful to build strongholds of
BNP in every house across the
country to challenge the ruling
Awami League, whom she
charged with wrecking every-
thing good after coming fto
power by foul means.

lmbllc-we
1er

overnment.

he Awami League, after as-
sumin gower by vote rigging in
the 1996 election, has foiled all
development and public-wel-
fare activities. My government
carried out massive develop-
ment works during its five-year
rule, she told a huge public
meeting at Ukhia High School.

Khaleda described the gov-
ernment's misdeeds and said
the Awami League not only
foiled development but was also
out to destroy the country, ruin-
ing one sector after another.

"The motives of such activi-
ties are clear — it wants to re-
main in power by any means
and make Bangladesh sub-
servient to India,"” she said.

"They won't be allowed to
stay in power. We, all the na-
tionalist foreces, have united not
to allow that. Our unity will
have to be strengthened fur-
ther," Khaleda told her audi-
ence.

Presided over by thana BNP

Ahmed, Dr Khondokar

edn: Sadique

KHULNA, Apr 12: Education
Minister ASHK Sadique on
Tuesday said the science and
technology-based education is

era of technology, so it is the
only way to develop science edu-
cation in the country aimed at
survival in the modern world,"
he said while inaugurating newly
constructed students' dormitory
of Bangladesh Institute of Tech-
nology (BIT) here.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and
Talukder Abdul Khaleq, Vice-
Chairman of BIT Council Dr
Nazrul Islam, Vice-Chancellor
of Khulna University Professor
Dr S M Nazrul Islam and Direc-
tor of Khulna BIT Professor Ab-
dus Samad, among others,
spoke on the occasion.

Referring to the present edu-
cation system in the country,
the education minister said it is
not possible to change the sys-
tem within the shortest period
of time which has been existing

in the country for 150 years,

Earlier, the minister inaugu-
rated newly introduced com-
puter science and engineering

university campus.

Relief
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COMILLA, Apr 12:Construction works of 6,000 community
clinics will be completed by this month as works on these clin-
ics are going on In full-swing, reports BSS.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim said this while speaking at a committee meeting on de-
velopment of Health Infrastructure held at the district Civil
Surgeon conference room here recently, an official handout
said. Chaired ,by Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
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and Director General of Health Directorate ABM Ahsan Ullah.
The Health Minister urged the officials concerned to strengthen

n;;ar:ltortng and supervision of the ongoing works of these
clinics.

Reexcavation begins

NAOGAON, Apr 12: Commerce Minister Abdul Jalil on Sun-
day inaugurated the re-excavation work of the Tulshi-Ganga
river bere. Bangladesh Water Development Board is re-excavat-
ing the 3.112-meter long canal under the 200 tons foodgrain
project, reports BSS.

Nearly 10,000 hectares of land will be brought under flood
control, drainage and irrigation facilities through the imple-
mentation of the project. Besides, 3850 hectares more will also
get irrigation facilities during dry season by utilising the re-
serve water from the re-excavated river. Inaugurating the pro-
ject the minister said during the previous governments differ-
ent projects were implemented by utilising public money for
vested quarters for gaining political purpose. He said the gov-
emment is implementing different programmes for developing

the agriculture sector and has already achieved significant suc-
Ccess.
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JAMALPUR, Apr 12: The Second National Retardation Day-
was observed here on Wednesday, reports BSS.

A meeting was held at Singhjani Boys' High School on this
occasion. Deputy Director of Soclal Welfare of Jamalpur, MHM
Abed Fresided over the meeting, while Deputy Commissioner of
Jamalpur Abul Bashar was present as the chief guest. Amon

was attacked by miscreants | president Zamir Ahmed department of Khulna BIT. He , ;
while they were going to Kali Chowdhury, the meeting was also inaugurated a residential others, Civil Surgeon Dr Md Hamidullah Firoz, Principal (retd)
WW W W g qﬁw W Bazar kutcha mar%«t:t or L-'.hf)]]— addressed by Col {retdg] Oli hall of Khulna Ul’li‘r’EI‘Sil}' on the Alhaj Sujaat Ali Miah, Headmaster S M Yusuf All, President of

Deaf and Dumb School Momtaz Begum and Teacher-in-Charge
of Mentally Retarded School Md Helaluddin addressed t%xe
meeting. The speakers dwelt on the social aspects of
retardation in Bangladesh. They urged the government for
framing a policy on retardation and the rights and privileges of
the retarded.
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two years' term project, reports BSS.

Official sources said the project will be implemented by Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Development Board (CHTDB), funded by the
Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affair. About one lakh
tribal and non-tribal people will get communication facilities
in the remote rural areas with the district town. '
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- the meeting while M Abdul Hamid,

THAKURGAON,Apr 12: A day-long exhibition of tools of edu-
cation was held on Thursday at Thakurgaon Doel Government
Primary School premises, reports BSS.

The exhibition was opened by M Abdul Baki. Deputy Com-
missioner, Thakurgaon. A briefin meeting was held in this
connection. M Ilias Hossain, TNO Sadar upazila, presided over

District Primary Education
Officer was present as the chief guest. Among others, M Golam
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Daira Sharif inaugurated recently Baitul Falah Dewan

Gazi Mosque Complex at village Anandapur in Parshuram
thana under Feni district.




