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Can Anyone Explain
This Hartal?

Y has the opposition called hartal today?
Can anyone please tell us what are its objec-
tive, and how the people can remotely be benefited
by it. It seems like a move resulting more from
having nothing else to do rather than from clear
thinking. We condemn this casual — we have not
called a hartal for a long time so let's call one —
type of attitude in calling for this supreme act of
sacrifice that causes so much suffering to our peo-
ple, brings about financial losses and production
disruption, not to mention damage to the image of
the country as a possible investment destination,
In a democracy and where there is an elected par-
liament, all hartals, In our view, are unjustified.
But this one seems even more unjustified than the
usual ones,

In this column we have welcomed the clear indi-
cation that opposition parties are gearing for the
election. We have praised the recent meet-the-peo-
ple tour by Khaleda Zia as a part of creating public
opinion in favour of her politics. From all account
her trip and her meetings have been very success-
ful. So when the public is responding to the opposi-
tion's call, and when hundreds of thousands are
turning up to hear what the opposition parties
have to say, how can a hartal call serve their pur-
pose? We have said so before and we repeat now,
hartal hurts the very people in whose name you are
doing politics.

As a method of generating public support and
sathering momentum for a movement, hartal has
lost its appeal. Gradual erosion of public support
behind hartals has been clearly evident from the
early nineties. What worked very well against the
autocratic regime of Ershad cannot work against
democratically elected governments, especially il
elections are held on time, as has been the case In
Bangladesh since 1991. Many people cite AL'S har-
tals against BNP during the latter’'s rule as a suc-
cessful example of its use against an elected gov-
ernment. We repeat what we said earlier. r\L‘(llfl not
get public support in the last election for its har-
tals: in fact, there was a strong resentment against
them for subjecting the country and its people to
such terrible suffering. What clinched the polls for
the AL was the farcical election of February 1996.

So. please look carefully into the lessons of the

Dhaka, Thursda

past and prepare %lmlvgit:ﬁ that bring you close to
the public and not drive yvou away from them. Har-
tals will do the latter. have no doubt about it.

Terrorists' Conference

F Sunday's conference of terrorists in Comilla

cannot dispel the home ministry's complacency
over the success of its countrywide combing opera-
tions, we wonder what would. The gathering of the
three 'dons' and their followers with a view to
patching up disputes and differences amongst them
and working out ways to better 'function’ in the
face of 'intensified' police operations was, in our
view, a slap on the face for the law enforcement
authority. Not only does it speak of a dismal state
of affairs~on the law and ordér fromnt,~but it also
augurs further rise in anti-social activities in the
future. On both counts, the people across the
country have reasons to be alarmed and also to
become increasingly unsure of police's ability to

ensure safety and security for them. |

As law and order has progressively deteriorated
over the years, we have seen little action taken
against the criminals. In fact, more often than not,
they have slipped through the fingers of law, either
for enforcement inadequacy or political
patronisation. Evidently, low rate of conviction in
such cases has led these anti-social elements into
believing that whatever crime they commit —
murder, rape, abduction, extortion, so on and so

' forth — they can get away with impunity; so much

so that they have shown the temerity to convene
the conference.

[ country. Not long

Ominously still, it is not the first time that a
gathering of criminal elements was held in the
time back, muggers convened a

meeting at Demra. So defiant they were that they
' had even used loud speakers at the venue besides
| spreading the news around prior to the 'confer-

| ence’. Then, too, the law enforcement people played
|a silent role.

What are we to infer from these incidents? Have
' the terrorists actually become more powerful than
 the police? Are we really adequately protected

' against them? The answers to these questions |

| must come in the shape of effective and efficient
| anti-terrorist and anti-crime drives not the politi-
' cal rhetoric we have all been made to listen time
and again.

|
E. Pall of Match Fixing, Again!

HOEVER thought, even in his wildest dreams.

that of all the players in the world of cricket
today, Wessel Johannes Cronje, the God-fearing,
church-going captain of South African cricket
team, would fall to the temptation of accepting
bribes for fixing matches? The astute all-rounder
denied his involvement in fixing results but con-
fessed to 'providing information and forecast' on
the matches. There seems to be a thin line between
the two. The Indian investigators sound sure of
their success into the investigation of match-fix-
ing allegation against Cronje who has, in the me-
antime, got the sack from the UCB of South Africa.
taken
Mark
Waugh, two Australians, also admitted to having
from unknown persons while in
India for 'academic' information about weather
and the wickets on which the one-dayers would be
played. The news was broken many months after it

Cronje is not the first to admit to havin
money from bookies. Shane Warne an

accepted mone

had actually taken place. Neither the Australian

Manoj Prabhakar, the former Indian Test

match-fixin
ried out by the PCB were inconclusive.

nor the national bodies
view of it at all. The

Lfollﬁw their suit in the greater interest of the game.

Cricket Board (ACB) nor the International Cricket
Council (ICC) took any serious note of it. When
all-
rounder talked about maich fixing by his team
mates, he was brushed aside and the whole episode
was quickly swept under the carpet. In Pakistan,
investigations into allegations of bribery and
against a few senior cricketers car-

Match-fixing charges against cricketers have
hurt this noble game the most. But neither the 1CC
have taken any serious
South Asian cricket author-
ity, UCB. however, deserves praise for taking quick
action against the offender and we hope others will

i feel that no penance
I that the Hindu may do
can, in any way, com-
pensate for the calculated
degradation to which they have
consigned the depressed classes
for centurles. But I know that
the separate clectorate Is nei-
ther a penance nor any remedy
for the crushing degradation
they have groaned under.”

This is what Mahatma
Gandhi wrote to the British
government when it proposed to
grant a separate electorate (o
the depressed classes — the un-
touchables. He was against a
separate electorate for Muslims
as well. But it was the separa-
tion of the shudra, the untouch-
able, from the main body of
Hindus that he could not con-
template. He went on a fast unto
death against the proposal. Ra-
bindra Nath Tagore wore a
black robe to register his sup-
port.

Gandhli succeeded. But the
person who really accomimo-
dated him was B.R. AmbedKkar,
the leader of the depressed
classes, (His birthday falls this
week), The British gave in only
when he accepted the ‘Poona
Pact' which reserved seats for
his flock. with a joint elec-
torate. The other gain Irom
Gandhi's fast was that most
Hindu temples were flung open
to untouchables. This was In
April 1932,

After 68 years. the situation
has not changed substantially.
Temples remain open but the
hearts of the caste Hindus are
closed. Gandhi called an un-
touchable by the name of Hari-

jan, son of God, to shame caste

Hindus. But their conscience
has irked them very little

The Insulted and the Injured

In fact, the upper castes are taking away from the dalits even the credit for the few achievements

they cherish. For example, they feel proud that the constitutio
Ambedkar. Their fear is that the Review Commission

Untouchability is banned in
free India. But the law Is only
on paper. A religion with caste

as its soclal base Is Incapable of

equality and fraternity. More
than 20 crore people live with-
out any dignity and honour. In
fact, there Is the religious belief
that God has created shudra, the
lower caste, as Manu says, (o
punish them for ‘their sins' in
the past birth. Discrimination
has been consecrated and Insti-
tutionalised. The social Struc-
ture of Hindu soclety has got
stratified. This is reflected in
living, attitude and behaviour.

" The countryside is particularly

dotted with separate habitats,
separate drinking-water wells
and separate schools. Even
when segregated, the untouch-
ables are beaten at places for
wearing clothes of good quality.
They are beaten because they

have used the utensils made of
metals like copper and brass,

Their houses are burnt for the
unpardonable sin of purchasing
land for cwualtivation. Over the
years, reservations, also ex-
tended to government service,
have survived because the
'‘Poona Pact’ has been Incorpo-
rated in the constitution. But
the spirit of the pact — breaking
the shackles of the caste system
— which Ambedkar expected, is
lacking. There is no end to the
agony and the humiliation of
the lower castes, now called the
dalits. The Blacks in the US are
far better bhecanse the diserimi-
nation in their case is bhased on

n was given to the nqtion_: by a dalit,
may dilute his contribution.

colour. They can cross the scti-
regation line. For the dalits this
Is not possible. Thelr exclusion
is because of birth which they
cannot escape till death.
Ambedkar was probably
right when he sald that the
problem of untouchablility was
that of class strug%e, It was not
a case of Injustice being perpe-
trated by one man against an-
other. It was a case ol Injustice
being perpetrated by one class
against another. Indeed, the

of public resort maintained
wholly or partly out of State
funds or dedicated to the use of
the general public...” The consti-
tution. which AmbedKkar
drafted, was egalitarfan in tone
and tenor. But he failed to in-
still in the minds of the upper
castes the concept of equality
and dignity. Probably no con-
stitution can help people over-
come their personal prejudice

or religious bigotry. .
That was one of the reasons

-

BETWEEN THE LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhj 7

class and caste are co-terminus
In Incdia.

As Law Minister, Ambedkar
tried to deal with the realit
when he drafted constitution's
Article 15: (1) The State shall
not discriminate against any
citizen on grounds only of reli-

fon, race, caste, sex, place of

irth or any of them. (2) No citi-
zen shall, on grounds only of re-
ligion, race, caste, sex, p?,are of
birth or any of them, be subject
to any disability, liability, re-
striction or condition with re-
gard to — (a) access to shops,
public restaurants, hotels and
places of public entertainment;
or (b) the use of wells, tanks,
bathing ghats. roads and places

why Ambedkar was against
reservations. He did not believe
that a few seats in the legisla-
tures or a few jobs in the gov-
ernment could improve the lot
of dalits lagging far behind. The
Hindu society as such must
transform. “This means a
complete change in the values.
It means a complete change in
outlook and the attitude to-
wards men and things,” he said,
Reservations to him were like
crutches. The lower castes must
learn to stand on their own legs,
he felt.

Ambedkar reluctantly
agreed to reservations only for
a decade. But little did he realise
that reservations wounld become

EU-Africa: ‘Strategic Partnership’

by Harun ur Rashid

Two camps among the African countries emerged during the EU-Africa summit in Cairo... While
President Mubarak was optimistic about the result of such partnership, Algerian President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika sounded a bit pessimistic. It remains to be seen how the relationship
develops between Africa and the EU in the years ahead.

UROPEAN Union (EU) and
E;\frimm leaders held their

first summit from 3rd
April in Cairo for two days. The
15-member EU et with 52
African heads of state in a quest
to launch a new direction in
their relationship. The part-
nership would be based on mu-
tual respect for each other that
will bury the legacies of colo-
nial tirnes. The summit was in-
augurated by President
Mubarak of Egypt.

During the colonial period
the European powers divided
the “dark continent”™ among
themselves, set boundaries of
colonies without any regard to
the ethnic nature of the popula-
tions. The arbitrary nature of
boundaries has been the sources
of armed conflict among the
tribes and the states after they
emerged as independent states.
The European masters -ex-
ploited the natural resources of
the continent and enriched
themselves.

The African countries con-
tinue to be in conflict with each
other. The Congo, Ethiopia-Er-
itrea, Angola, Somalia and
Sierra Leone are some of the in-
stances in point. Most of the
countries suffer from crippled
economy, partly because of
their huge foreign debt. Some
say that Africa is in a crisis and
the affluent nations must ad-
dress the problems faced by
them. otherwise in an intercde-
pendent world its impact will be
reverberated l]ll’rn[g]l(]ul the

world.

The people live as a part of
global community and no coun-
try can be immune from any
long-standing crisis occurring
in another country. The current
World Bank President James
Wolfensohn said it aptly in the
following words: “We are linked
by the air we breathe, by trade,
by finance, by drugs, by health,
by immigration, by peace, by
war and linked in a very direct
way."

[t is interesting to note that
the representatives of non-gov-
ernment organisations were
not permitted to have their say
on the sidelines of the summit.
Many African leaders did not
approve the meeting of the
NGOs during the summit and it
was reported that some of them
threatened not to attend the
summit if the NGOs were al-
lowed to hold their meet in
Cairo. It is understood that the
NGOs met in Lisbon, Portugal
being the current President of
the EU.

Observers believe that the at-
titude of some of the African

leaders to the NGOs demon-
strated that they continued to
be intolerant of criticism of
their alleged misrule and cor-
ruption. Zimbabwe’'s President
Robert Mugabe appeared to be
an embarrassment to some of
the democratically elected
African leaders because of his
suppression of peaceful protests
against his government in
Harare.

Another star perforiner was
the Libyan leader Colonel
Muammar Gaddafi who made
his appearance at an interna-
tional summit in eight years,
He blasted the US, the democ-
racy and demanded the with-
drawal of the US sixth fleet
from the Mediterranean Sea. He
said what Africa needed was not
“democracy but water pumps.”

So the question is: what was
the outcome of the Summit?

It appeared that the EU and
Africa had different ideas of
what the summit could achieve.
To the African leaders the
thorny issue was 1!15: sgaggqrin .
external debt. It is estimated
that Afsica had ' been saddled"
with more than $300 billion in
debt. They urgently needed debt
relief so that Africa could move
towards journey of economic
progress and development.

On the other hand, to the Eu-
ropean leaders, the issue was
good governance by the African
leaders. Good governance im-
plied democracy, respect for
human rights and fight against
corruption. Africa, although big
as a continent, constitutes only
8 per cent of the population
(Asia being 57 per cent, Europe
21 per cent and Americas 14 per
cent). It was argued that if the
resources of Africa had been
managed well by the African

leaders, poverty would not be
prevalent in the continent as,
severely as it exists today. Eu-

ropean Development Commis--

sioner Poul Nielsen cited cor-

ruption and lawlessness as
major reasons why Africa re-
ceived barely 1 per cent of
global private investment.

Two camps among the
African countries emerged
during the summit. Countries
such as Madagascar, Tunisia
and Liberia argued that debt re-
lief and economic development
should precede democracy
while others such as Benin,
Nigeria and South Africa con-
tended there would be no sus-
tained development without
democratic government. Some
of the most controversial lead-

. ersiof Africa_including Laurent

Kabila of Demoeratic Republic

of Congo. General Robert Guei of l

Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe's
leader Mugabe chose to remain
silent in the summit.

The summit was able to
agree only on one item, it would
meet in 2003, and nothing else.
However, the EU officials said
that the summit had laid down
for the first time a framework
for “strategic partnership” with
Africa at the highest political
level. While President Mubarak
was optimistic about the result
of such partnership, Algerian
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika
sounded a bit pessimistic. It
remains to be seen how the rela-
tionship develops between
Africa and the EU in the years
ahead.

The author, a barrister, is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN, Geneva.

|

a concession for antomatic ex-
tenslon after every 10 years.
Politicians, who represent the
community, are content with
the chaff, not agitating for
changes in the Hindu religion
from within for adopting a
scheme of morality and (deal of
{;15"(313'. Even reservations are

eing cornered by the selected
dalits. They have not even ac-
cepted the Supreme Court's
verdict that the ‘crea layer
among the dalits’ should not be
entitled to concessions.

Caste Hindus must be
langhing In their sleeves be-
cause the dalit leaders have re-
duced the battle against In-
equality and discrimination to
a political game for reserva-
tions. They have accepted the
status quo. For a pittance, the
Esople on the periphery have

en forgotien. Steps to ensure
an equal status would have up-
set the apple cart of upper
castes. The dalits have stopped
short of that.

Ambedkar had warned that
“the political freedom means
nothing and will disappear
without economic and social
freedom.” His words have come
true. The dalits in free India are
still at the bottom. Indepen-
dence has only changed mas-
ters, from the white to the
brown. Had the dalits made
commmon cause with the other
‘backwards’ and the poor, they
would have at least created
some ripples in the society. It
would have been a challenge to

the supremacy
— of caste Hiidu, 0
In fact, the upper castes are

taking away fror
pois - gthe gﬂfﬁm the dalits

achlevements th -
example, they o oy pot
the constitution was ven to
the nation by a dalit, bed-
kar. Their fear Is that the Re.
view Commission may dilute
his contribution. “They do not
want to accept that Dr Ambed.-
kar was the framer of our na-
tion's first constitution,” says
Dr Raliul Deepankar, a leading
dallt intellectual. “The dalits
fear that Brahminical power
will once again take away their
source of pride. as they have
done In the past by naming Tul-
sidas as the original writer of

Ramayana instead of Ravidas.”
Instances of similar nature
must have alienated Ambedkar
beyond hope. He said: “The old
body must die before a new body
Can come into existence and a
new life can enter into it. To put
it simply, the old must cease to
be operative before the new can
begin to enliven and to pulsate.
You must discard the authority
of the shastras and destroy the
religion of the shastra.”

e could not make any dent.
Hindulsm stayed impenetrable,
with all its prejudices. After ljv-
ing practically his entire life as
a dalit, Ambedkar came to the
conclusion that he could get
dignity or honour only by re-
nouncing Hinduism. Ironically,
he stayed a ‘Hindu' although he
embracea Buddhism. In the
constitution, he had formu-
lated, he had referred to Hindus
as “persons professing the

Sikh, Jaina or Buddhist reli-
gion.”
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are whacking t

Twenty Questions

1€ candidates harder than ever. The reason

ﬁ S the election %ets closer, our distinguished media people

s that newspaper, television and radio reporters must
produce red-meat articles to warrant the price of motels and

Dunkin’ Donuts breaks on the campaign

trail. It is no longer

necessary to regnrt on the issues. Now it's the tough personal

questions that t

e candidates are being asked.

The other day Don Weeks, a radio reporter in Albany, New

York asked Hillary

Clinton if she ever wondered why people

were foaming at the mouth at the mention of her name. He fol-
lowed up by asking whether she even understood that venom

and did it bother her.

It was in the same category as "Do

you beat your wife?" and

Clinton took it well, blaming her hairdo and the fact that she is
a woman. Then she said there could be a million reasons why

peaple “can't stand" her.

A1 Tkri ) v Al i v -

Ordinarily if this question had been asked of a male politi: '

cian he would have respondedl by saying that someone was hit-
ting him below the belt. Since she is a woman and does not wear.
belts on radio shows, Clinton could not respond with as much
anger as a man.

A Clinton supporter said, "The question as to why people
hate her is in the same category as 'Why don't people like your
cooking?' It doesn't have anything to do with cleaning up the
Hudson River. In a political race half the electorate foam at the
mouth when a candidate they don't like a rs on radio.”

Clinton played it cool by blaminﬁ her hair. But if I had been
her spin-doctor I would have told her to say, "That's probably
the dumbest question I've been asked, and I've been asked ques-
tions by some of the dumbest people in the media.”

| would tell her to say, "Most women running for office are
asked a lot of stupid things because reporters aren't sure what
else to ask them." .

Now that the genie has been let out of the bottle no one knows
what questions will come next.

In desperation we can now expect a reporter to ask a candi-
date, "Why do you hate your mother?” or "Why don't you hate
your mother?"

We may also hear, "Why does a fireman wear red sus-
penders?” and "If people say they hate you, what do they really
think of you?"

Clinton is still being polite to the press. Soon she will decide
it doesn't pay, and instead of talking about her hair she will say,

"Go suck a lemon."

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.
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Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature aﬂ

Why should not
there be high-level
probes...?

Sir, It appears from the DS
reports on encroachment of
public land around Dhanmondi
Lake that there had been
enough wrongdoings. Members
of the public can, therefore, ex-
pect proper legal actions
against the wrongdoers,

But on April 6, another re-
port headlined “2 six-storied
buildings ‘escape’ demolition”
was published. In the report it
was further said, by quoting
PWD officials, that the owners
of those two bulldings, en-
croaching on public land,
"managed to obtain allocation

of the lakeside encroachied land

from the Ministry of Housing
and Public works". According
to the report, the bulldings are
on Road 25 (New, No.14a) and
road 26 (New, No. 15). There
were mentions of other en-
croachment cases on road No.
27, 32 and near Abahani play-
ground.

Again In the ‘rejoinders’
published on April 7, there were
clarifications from a Dhan-

moncll resident of road 32 and a

straight denial from another
Dhanmondi resident of road 5,
of any encroachment as re-
ferred in the Star report of
April 5. The rejoinder, however,
glves an Idea of how efforts are
made to make Irregular things
regular.

But knowing the DS to be a
newspaper of responsible
standing and as your reports
are based on facts, we are prone

to believe that there had been
enough offences. Then why
should not there be high-level
probes to find out the offend-
ers?

A Dhanmondi Resident
Dhaka

Edible chicken

Sir, Attention of the gov-
ernment monitoring and regu-
latory agencies and that of CAB
Is drawn to stop the sale for
human consumption of over-
aged layer chicken. How the lat-
ter are disposed off after the egg-
laying period is over? Nor-
mally this meat is diverted for
making fish-meal and food for
pet animals. But it is suspected
that layer meat or live farm
layer chicken is sold in the
bazaar shops for use in the
home and restaurant kitchens.

The Inspectorate has to come
out with a public statement
that adequate watch is being
kept on violation of regula-
tions. In fact, the reFulntiuns
should be publicised for public
awareness. Also, the rules for
selling rotten foodstuff is ig-
nored both by the sellers and
the monitoring agencies. Why
government departments can-
not carry out routine opera-
tions, without complaints and
reminders?

The basic guidance of good
governance Is that life's dally
operations must run In a rou-
tine manner as per regulations:
then the country's big probleins
may be handled one by one,
scparately. The latter develop-
ment work Is a separate issue.

Even our routine politics is
running in a baseless and un-
stable manner. This is no com-
pliment to any regime.

A
Dhaka.

Telephone torture

Sir. A week or so before Eid-
ul-Azha, like hundreds of other
telephone lines our one was
also disconnected without any
prior notice. We had, like many
others, paid our bills regularly.
So at least the authorities con-
cerned should have had the
courtesy to give us a notice or
warning before snapping the
line outright.

On inquiry, the man at the
office told us that two bills of
1996(!) were not paid. He also
added Tk. 500/- to be paid with
the due bill (perhaps for his Eid
celebration!). But the weird
thing is that, one of the "96 bills
happened to be of the month
when this telephone no. was not
even with us! Fortunately, we
were able to show the other bil-
I's receipt of payment at the
bank. But the bank officials re-
fused to accept it, though it is
clearly written on every Dbill
that the bank should delete the
amount of the arrears on show-
ing the voucher. Then why did
they refuse to accept the bill?
Well according to them, it was
too late to accept It! S0, again we
had to pay for the bills both of
which were unfairly taken from
us. But that was only the begin-
ning of our suffering. Added to
that we had to pay Tk 200/-
more to the man at the T&T of-
fice. But still he wasn't satisfied
and demanded Tk, 250/- more!

Not only that he also dug out sIx
more bills to be paid. On
clmck’inﬁuur recelpts (which we
had luckily kept and filed), we
found that most of those had
been paid on due time (only the
officials had not copied them in
their registers may be out of

W
i

laziness or to harass the sub-
scribers in future).

So again, we had to pay a
huge amount. But our sufierings
didn't end. The disconnected
telephone line wasn't fixed even
after two weeks of payment of
all the bills and repeated re-
minders by personally going to
the office. What a waste of time,
energy and money as everyday
we had to go to the T&T office
and request or rather beg the
officials to fix the line.

But why should the T&T offi-
cials work properly? They will
neither lose their jobs nor will
be punished for laxity and neg-
ligence of work. And this negli-
gence will continue to increase
unless there is any competition.
If there were few private tele-
phone companies, like cellular
phone or Internet, then the sit-
uation would have been differ-

ent .

And as for the telecommuni-
cation ministry, what have
they been doing so far that they
cannot put in order such an in-
portant department, which is

ttin%\;’mm bad to worse day be
ay? Will the authorities con-
cerned please wake up?

A telephone tortured citizen
Dhaka

Disintegration

galore

Sir, Monitoring the current
situation, it is not clear how the
present regime can take the
country towards the better-
ment, The next regime will be
saddled with super-human
tasks to restore the established
institutions and bring back
moral regeneration. The nega-
tive effects will last for many

years. How many times we have

to start from zero?
The situation is deeper than
the political mud-slingin

game, as the society has disin-

tegrated. Nobody is listening to

anybody. Which system re-
mains intact in any sector and
is serving the people? The situa-
tion appears to have gone be-
vond the control of the political
system and culture in vogue.
What the genuine leaders will
do with the debased groups of
powerful, undisciplined gangs
who are out to grab and grab for
personal gains ¥

Those unaware may be pre-
pared for civil disobedience
movement picking up sponta-
neously, hence there will be
none to arrest — only unneces-
sary loss of lives. The use of
force is not the solution. Those
who have destroyed the country
should not be allowed to escape,
and must face judgement and
punishment.

Abul M Ahhmad
Dhaka

One-way dilemma
Sir. 1 often go to Wari to visit

my uncle who lives there. But as
recently, Hatkhola road and
Joikali Mondir Road have been
earmarked exclusively for one-
way traffic, rickshaws are gen-
erally reluctant to go there and
autorickshaws have become

been ear-marked for one-way
traffic and as I do not posses a
transport of my own, auto-rick-
shaw is the main means of
transportation in those arcas.
Bul the main problem ot travel-
ling by auto-rickshaw is hag-
gling tor the fair. In this cir-
cuumstances, | request the aun-
thorities concerned to set-up a
taxi-cab stand at a suitable
place in Wari to redress the
hardship of the citizen.

A. N. M Wahiduzzaman
Advocate, Supreme Court of
Bangladesh

Khilgaon, Dhaka

Honourable

intentions

Sir, It is interesting to note
that the PM of our country has
been almost flooded with hon-
orary degrees during the span of
a single reginie of'! mere four
years. It is certainly not because

ol the fllnstrious lather, because
that would not be fair
recoguition of one’s father and
that would not be fair recogni-
tion of one’s services to the na-
tion. to be accepted as a vard

stick in the third world coun-

almost cut throats. On April 7, a
letter was published in the DS
letter column wherein the
writer suggested that a taxi cab
stand at the entrance of Wari
along Baldah Garden's South-
Eastern wall on Folder Street be
set up immediately for the con-
venience of the people. Support-
ing his view, | urge the authori-
ties concerned to take necessary
steps in this regard,

Kazl Mizanur Rahman

143, Tejkuni Para, Tejgaon

Dhaka-1215

* ok ok

Sir. Due to professional pur-
posc. | need to go to Wari almost
every week. But recently, the
main roads linking Wari have

tries for emulation.

Honorary recognition has
its indirect worth and price,
and there is apprehension in
some minds of the form and ex-
tent of the price to be extracted
as public compensation. The
investment return has to be
uitable on both sides, as per
public judgement. "

Soon we might be needing a
musecum of conferred degrees.
The latter is not a hobby, pas-
time or occupation. What's
coming next? The bottomless

basket can accommodate a few
more containers. |

A Husnain g |
Dhaka



