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Euro 2000
Davids on top
of Holland!

AMSTERDAM, April
Reuters/Internet): A h uge tmage
of Dutch midfielder Edgar
Davids will be plastered on the
Netherlands' tallest office
bullding as the Dutch begin to
hype Euro 2000.

Construction of the image,
which will be the size of the
Statue of Liberty, started on
Monday and is expected to be
completed in four to six weeks.

Davids will be seen from the
back and the front, creating the
impression he is storming
through the 150-metre tall Rot-
terdam office of insurer Na-
tionale-Nederlanden.

The image will show panes
of glass flying as Davids cli)luscs
a football which has crashed
through an adjacent 90-metre
tower.

Some 3,000 kilos of vinyl
will be used to make the 4,500
separate panels for the image.

Euro 2000, co-hosted with
Belgium, runs from June 10 to
July 2.

UCB, govt
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He said to us that he had
provided forecasts and infor-
mation. He said to us that he
has not taken part in match-
fixing and that the three other
players are innocent ol the
charge.

"Let us say that unequivo-
cally we are shattered. The UCB
and the government have been

deceived. At 0630 this morning |
I phoned Mr Majid, the con- |

venor of the selection board
and told him that the captain
would not be participating and
that he should contact his selec-
tors to appoint a new captain
and maj.'l-:; a replacement
batsman.

"We have been in contact
with the Minister of Sport to
institute an inquiry.

"We have been in contact
with David Richards (ICC Chief
Executive) and he is fully aware

11

of the [acts.

"On Sunday night we said the l

{ssues are very very serious. At
quarter past one we went to
speak to the national captain
and asked all the players to in-
dicate whether they had ever |
been part of match-fixing or
were part of this process, and
all of them including Boje and
Gibbs denied any involvement.

"In conclusion we said we
need all of them to rise above
the crisis. Shaun Pollock has
been made captain, and he is a

player with an immense future

and feet on the ground, and we
are confident that he and his
team can make the Australia

series a good climax to what has
been a very difficult season for
South African cricket.”
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Ababani’s tenth |
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|
17; 4-88; 5-89: 6-155; 7-162; 8- |
164; 9-165. |
Bowler DI " W
WagasAhmed 8 1 19 | |
[gbal Hossain 9 1 41 2 I
Aamir Wasim 8 0 4] O |
M Hussain 10 238 L}
Naimur Rahman 95 g L K T
Azam Igbal PRSI T N §

Result: Abahani won by 38

mnuns.

Rashed rules

From page 13

Earlier, put into bat, City |
Club scored 219 in the allotted
395 overs for the loss of five
wickets. Opener Sajid Hasan
scored highest 59 off 99 balls
with four boundaries followed
by middle order Tutul who was
unbeaten on 38.

Among others, opener Pappu
scored 31 while two Pakistanis
Rehan Rafique and Wasim Nay-
eemn collected 22 and 23 runs re-
spectively.

Victoria,

with yesterday’'s

win, raised their tally to eight |

points from nine matches. On
the other hand, City Club suf-
fered their sixth defeat also in
nine outings

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Premie:
Division cricket league matcl

between City Club and Victoria |
Sporting Club at the Dhan- |

mondi Cricket Stadium yester-
day:

CITY CLUB

Sajid Ilbw b Rashed 59
Pappu ¢ Sabbir b Shahnewaz 3]
Rehan ¢ & b Rashed Z2 |
Wasim ¢ Zia b Biplab 23
Tutul not out 38
Lipu st Kamruzzaman b Rashed 13
Jewel not out 13
Extras (Ib-3, w-17) 20

Total: (for 5 wkts in 50 overs) 219
Did not bat: Tuhin, Rezaul
Haque, Taposh Das and Al-
Amin.
Fall of wickets: 1-57: 2-120:
3-131; 4-171;: 5-198,

Bowler U M R W
Shahnewaz 8 T T |
Fahad 7 Lt 0
Biplab (el ok ]
Rashed 10 0 43 X
Sabbir 10 O 43 0
Ziaul D 0 3] 0
VICTORIA SC

Sajjad ¢ Tuhin b Rehman
Fahad ¢ Jewel b Rehan
Monir ¢ Tuhin b Wasim
Rashed ¢ sub b Wasim
Shyamol Ibw b Rehan
Iqgbal ¢ Wasim b Rehan
Sabbir not out
Zia not out
Extras (b-4, Ib-2, nb-1, w-15) 20
Total: (for 6 wkis in 46,5 overs) 220
Did not bat: Shahnewaz
Kabir, Biplab Sarkar and Kam-
ruzzaman.
Fall of wickets: 1-58; 2-65; 3-
67.4-117; 5-135: 6-195,

RS2 _BY

Bowler 0D"M B W
Al-Amin R ) RS- 0
Nayeem < Wt Vol g TR ¢
Wasim 10 3 a3 2’
Rehan 10 1 4 }
Jewel 8.5 0 4 0
Taposh 10~ S5 A4, 540

Result: Victoria Sporting
Club won by four wickets.

|
|
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Manchester United’s Dwight Yorke (R) surges past a couple of Middlesbrough players

during their Premiership clash at the Riverside Stadium on April 10.

Premiership

MU prevalil in thriller

LONDON, April 11
Holders Manches:-
ter United took a
step closer to se-
curing their sixth
Premiership title
in cight seasons after beating
Middlesbrough 4-3 in a see-saw
encounter at the Riverside Sta-
dium on Monday night, reports
AFP.

The reigning champions
have 73 points, 11 more than
second-placed Liverpool.
United now need seven points
from their remaining six games
to retain their Premiership
Crowll.

The home side went in front
after 18 minutes through Eng-
land under-21 striker Andy
Campbell who volleyed an un-
stoppable effort past Keeper
Mark Bosnich.

But United came storming
back in the second half with
Welsh international Ryan Giggs
equalizing a minute after the
interval with a crisp low shot.

Andy Cole put United in
front with just over half an
hour to go before England mid-
fielder Paul Scholes made it 3-1
with a fantastic long-range
strike.

Former United midfielder
Paul Ince reduced the  deficit
with.a close-range header after
86 minutes but substitute Quin-
ton Fortune rounded off a
flowing three-man move to re-
store United's two-goal advan-
tage - despite home appeals for
oflside.

Brazilian Juninho scored on
the stroke of full-time with a
stunning individual effort but
United held on and are now on
course to retain their Premier-
ship title.

United coach Sir Alex Fergu-
son was full of praise for Giggs
after the winger's equalising
goal sparked United into life.

"Giggs scored at the right
time for us,” said the canny
Scotsman. -

"It gave us a lift and we upped
a gear. There's goals in the team
from different positions and
you always expect one of the
players to score. They kept com-
ing back and it was a real cup
tiets

Boro boss Bryan Robson was
disappointed not lngo in at half
time with a bigger advantage.

"At half timme we could have
been 3-1 up. I didn't think there

was much wrong with Hamilton
Ricard's goal. A 2-0 lead would
have given our lads something
to defend. It had a big bearing
on !lu-LFame.“

Middlesbrough started
strongly and created the first
chance when Mark Summerbell
almost crowned a neat passing
move only for Mark Bosnich to
save his improvised back-heel
flick.

United responded and Paul
Scholes robbed Campbell to
feed David Beckham. Beck-
ham's cross was cut out by Colin
Cooper and the ball fell to Sc-
holes, whose drive from the
edge of the area was stopped by
Mark Schwarzer,

Boro were forced to reshulffle
their defence after just 11 min-
utes when Cooper injured his
left ankle clearing the ball from
Ryan Giﬁ’,gs and had to be re-
placed by Italian Gianluca
Festa.

Jaap Stam made a rare mis-
take to allow Hamilton Ricard
through on the right, but the
Dutchman recovered to tackle
the Boro forward at the expense
of a corner.

United went close to opening
the scoring moments later
when Giggs flicked Denis Ir-
win's throw-in over Curtis
Fleming and crossed to Dwight
Yorke, whose shot was blocked
by Schwarzer.

The game came to life after
18 minutes when Boro took the

lead. Ricard lifted the ball over
United’'s static defence for
Campbell to volley home his
fourth goal of the season.

Two minutes later the hosts
almost had a second when
Brian Deane connected with a
glancing header from Christian
Ziege's free-kick only to be de-
nied by Bosnich.

The visitors were rocked and
Roy Keane, who berated Hen-
ning Berg in their last game
against Real Madrid, lost his
cool with Stam.

Boro thought they had dou-
bled their advantage after 27
minutes when Ricard headed
Zlege's corner into the roof of
the net, but referee Paul Durkin
disallowed the effort because of
holding.

Ferguson was clearly un-
happy with his defence and four
minutes later he brought on
Mickael Silvestre for Irwin.

United wasted two chances
to equalise before half-time

Schwarzer ' reacted well to tip

—AFP photo

when first Giggs directed a free
header from Beckham's cross
high and wide before Andy Cole
completely missed the target af-
ter Schwarzer had parried Sc-
holes’ shot,

F‘('rF,uaml's team-talk had an
immediate effect and within a
minute of the restart United
were on level terms. Gary
Neville's long throw was headed
out by Paul Ince only as far as
Giggs and the Welshman hit a
low shot beyond Schwarzer's
reach.

Cole should have put the vis-
itors ahead seconds later but
with only Schwarzer to beat he
dragged his shot wide.

Yorke was also guilty of
missing a gilt-edged chance af-
ter 58 minutes when he failed to
get a foot to Giggs' driven cross,

But United did not have to
wait much longer to go in front.

Sixty seconds later Beckham
ran at the heart of the Boro de-
fence before threading a de-
lightful pass through for Cole
who slotted the ball past
Schwarzer.

Boro were now struggling to
contain a rampant United and
former Old Trafford hero Rob-
son brought on the Brazilian
Juninho for Robbie Mustoe
with 20 minutes to go.

a Be¢kham shot over the bar as
the home side struggléd to break
out of their own half.

Juninho then cleared off the
line from Yorke's header but

after 72 minutes United in-
creased their lead.
Scholes picked the ball up

from Neville 25 yards from goal
and unleashed an unstoppable
shot which flew past Schwarzer
and into the top left hand cor-
ner.

Ince gave Boro some hope
when he headed home a corner
with four minutes left after
Bosnich failed to punch clear,
but United countered and went
4-2 in front through South
African international Fortune

after a sweeping counter-attack.

Juninho scored Boro's third
after 90 minutes, beating three
defenders before curling a low
shot past Bosnich.

United held out through
three minutes of injury time
and two more wins out of their
final six games will almost
certainly be enough to earn

their sixth title in eight sea-
SOI1S.

ISTANBUL, Tur-
key, Apr 11: Five
Turkish men we-
re jailed Monday
in connection wi-
th the stabbing dea-
ths ol two English soccer fans
on the eve of last week's UEFA
Cup semifinal in Istanbul
between Leeds United and
(:alatasaray.

Four of the men were
charged with the murder and
the [ifth was held on lesser
charges in connection with the
crime. Three others were also
charged in connection with the
Killings and were released
pending trial. Ten others ques-
tioned were released on Mon-
day.

The slain fans, Christopher
Loftus and Kevin Speight, died
in street clashes in downtown
Istanbul last Wednesday just 24
hours before Galatasaray de-
feated Leeds 2-0 in the first-leg
match,

Turkish accounts said man
of the English fans were drun
and provoked the violence, ha-
rassing women on the streets
and making obscene gestures
with the Turkish flag. English
fans said they were ambushed
by Turkish youths armed with
knives who were out to stir up
trouble.

Turkish newspapers sald at
least five of the suspects had
criminal records for knife as-
saults, theft, and selling tickets
on the black market. At least
one Is reported to have con-
fessed.

As the murder charges were
filed in Turkey, Leeds chalir-
man Peter Ridsdale lashed out

at the Galatasaray club, saying

it was "showing a lack of re-
spect” and being "opportunis-
&ty

Ridsdale wants Galatasaray

| fans to be barred from the April

put behind bars

20 second-leg in Leeds, hoping
to head off any further vio-
lence. Galatasaray has sug-
gested the game be played at a
neutral venue or that Leeds fans
be banned from the Elland
Road stadium.

UEFA, the governing body of
European soccer, said Monday
it would announce Wednesday
whether Turks will be barred
from the match. UEFA has also
asked Leeds whether it could
guarantee security "if Turkish
supporters were admitted to the
stadium.”

In addition, UEFA said it
asked Leeds for an "assessment
of security f{mplications" if
Turkish supporters were to ar-
rive in Leeds but were denied
entry into the stadium.

Galatasaray general secre-
tary Sinan Kalpakcioglu said
the club would wait for Leed's
response before deciding
whether to seek a neutral venue
or ask that Leeds fans also be
banned,

Galatasaray officlals are
angry at Leeds for warning fans
agalnst going to the matcly.

“The suspects’ are in the
hands of justice ., . . and will be
lmnialu:d." sald Galalasaray

Dt Faruk Suren. “The
issue should not be tured into
a blood feud.”

Ridsdale, the Leeds chair-
man, hit back and said
Galatasaray should pull out of
the competition if its fans are
banned from Elland road.

‘I think that's the best thing
they can do frankly because
Galatasaray, since it happened,
appear to me to have been op-
yortunistic,” he said. "They
1ave been trying to find any
means possible to get througl
to the l[l)nal without Kicking a
football.”

The UEFA Cup final is May
17 in Copenhagen.

SRS s wish they
(Galatasaray) would stand one
step back and realize the impact
that the events of Wednesday
have had and at least show
some respect, which at the mo-
ment appears to be lacking,"
Ridsdale added.

"The only thing that seems
to be happening Is to see every
loophole and opportunity to get
through to the final, whilst un-
dermining everything Leeds
United have tried to do, and |
think that's unfortunate.”

Ridsdale said Galatasaray
should forget about bringing its
fans.

"They should turn up as a
team, with their officials," he
sald. "They will be afforded ev-
ery respect and given every op-
portunity to savor the hospital-
ity which is afforded to any vis-
iting club, and whatever the re-

sult it should stand.”
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Two of the accused in the k

“to stay on the bench."
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Wimbleon's fight
for survival

LONDON, April 11; Strug.
glers Wimbledon can go a luﬁu
way to securing their Premier.
ship status on Wednesday i
they beat Sheffield Wednesdi
:u ::lhurat Park, as the batile
0 Stay among England's 0
clubs hots up.grepoﬁls AFP. el

The relegation trap-door
continues to snap at the Eeels ol

the Dons after four consecutive
defeats but given the opposi-
tion, manager Egil Olsen must
fancy his chances against a side

with only one away win all sea.
SOI1,

Wednesday hine aimassed a
meagre 21 polnts this canipaij
and along with basemeutlclﬁ;
Waltford look doomed to First
Division football next season.

Should Wimbledon win, they
will open up a nine point gaj
between themselves and third-
bottom Bradford and with just
live games left to play have an
excellent chance of survival,

Wimbledon are on 32 points,
five ahead of Bradford and 11
clear of Wednesday, with Wat-
ford propping up tf;e table with
20 points,

Coventry, without an away
win all season, could not have
le:ked a worse time to travel to

fth-placed Chelsea.

The Blues have enjoyed a
particularly successful 10 days,
winning 1-0 at UEFA Cup semi-
finalists Leeds, beating Spanish

lants Barcelona 3-1 in the
‘hampions League quarter-fi-
nal first leg, and reaching the
FA Cup final with a 2-1 semi-
final win over Newcastle United
on Sunday.

Chelsea are also aiming for a
top three finish to secure a place
in next season's Champlons
League while Coventry will be
looking to move further away
from the relegation zone, but
with 38 points and six games to
go, Gordon Strachan's peren-
nial under-achlievers look safe.

Newcastle, meanwhile, will
be hoping they can bounce back
from their cup defeat when they
travel to West Hain.

Victory for Bobby Robson's
men will lift them above the
Hammers and into a re-
spectable eighth position.

Bundesliga preview

Bayern search
for form

BERLIN, April 11: Bun-
desliga champions Bayern
Munich are set to be without
their influential captain Stefan
Effenberg for the trip to SC
Freiburg on Wednesday, hoping
to get their 1999/2000 campaign
back on course, reports AFP.

Bayern Munich dropped
back into second spot behind
Bayer Leverkusen a couple ol
weekend's ago after dominating
the championships and leading
Lht: Bundesliga since last Octo-

er.

The 31-year-old Effeberg has
pulled a muscle in his calf and
was not able to train on Mon-
day. "It's not looking good," said
Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld.
"If the doctor says it's risky, he
won't play.”

Effenberg suffered the injury
during Saturday's 4-0 home
thrashing over SSV Uln.

Suspended Brazilian Gio-
vane Elber comes back into the
side against Freiburg though
Alexander Zickler, who has had
a torn muscle for the last two
weeks, is hoping to return for
Saturday's derby against 1860
Munich.

Bayern are in a busy period
with the second leg of their Eu-
ropean Champions League
quarter-final against Por-
tuguese side Porto on April 18
nicely balanced at 1-1 after the
first-leg.

Bayer Leverkusen face rele-
gation-threatened Hansa Ros-
tock on Wednesday as they try
to hang on to their two point

lead as Christoplhic Daum's side
have six matches left in which
to secure their first ever title.

FIXTURES

Tuesday: Kaiserslautern v
Hertha Berlin, VIL Wolfsburg v
Schalke 04, SSV Ulm v VB
Stuttgart, Borussia Dortmund v
SpVgg Unterhaching,

Wednesday: Arminia Biele-
feld v Hamburg SV, Eintracht
Frankfurt v Werder Bremen, SC
Freiburg v Bayern Munich, Mu-
nich 1860 v MSV Duisburg,
Hansa Rostock v Baver Lev-
erkusen.

Revivo wants
to leave Celta

VIGO, Spain, April 11: Celta
Vigo's Israeli international
striker Haim Revivo said Mon-
day he wanted to leave the
Spanish First Division club un-
less he regained a place in the
starting line-up, reports AFP.

‘Next season 1 want to play
in every game and if it is not a1
Celta then it will be in anoth
team,” 28-yvear-old Revivo toldd
journalists. "It's not fair havin
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Leeds United fans
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being produced before an Istanbul court on April 10.

—Internet photo }

ROME, April 11:
lnter fans are
hoping that Ronal-
do will make a
dream return fr-
= om Injury here on
Wednesday night and lead them
lo victory in tlﬁe first leg of the
Itallan Cup final against Lazio,
reports AFP.

Ronaldo, who underwent
knee surgery In Parls on
November 30, scored one ol the
goals when these two teams last
met in a trophy match - the
1998 UEFA Cup final, also in
the French capital.

Inter won 3-0 that night,
though it's hard to see them re-
peating the feat at the Olympic
stadium.

Inter have clocked up only
drdws and defeats since they
had Lazio on the ropes In a
league match in Rome on May
12, leading 2-0 with only seven
minutes to go.

It was a game that should
have swung the season Inter’s
way.

Instead, a collective suicide
by Inter's defence saw the match
finish 2-2 and the team, by the
admission of its own technical
director Gabriele Oriali, have
yet to recover from it psycho-
logically.

Ronaldo Is calling on his In-
ter Milan teammates to shrug
off their recent crisis and start
winning.

But the omens are not good
for Marcello Lippi's men, who
haven't won a match in more
than o month and who have
slipped to fifth place in the Se-
riec A, just outside the Champi-
ons League zone for next season,

With teamn morale severel
battered by last weekend's 3-
defeat to Udinese, Ronaldo Is
doing his best to make players
to think positive.

'l don't think that this sea-
son can be considered a failure,”
he told the Italian press on
Tuesday. "Last season, things
were a lot worse. It was all over
for us by February.

"But now we've got the Italian
Cup and the Champions League
to aim for. And they're both
within our grasp.”

Ronaldo believes his team-
mates should just worry less
and concentrate more on play-
ing and enjoying their football.

"Even though | haven't been
there, I've suffered too for the

[talian Cu_p

team.” he sald. "And my im-
ression Is that we should Fﬂ

Euck to enjoying ourselves. In

training and in matches,

“I think that the crisis has
mainly been due to the lack of
results; Inter just need to focus
on playing as they know they
can and they shouldn't be afraid
of anyone."

As for his much-awalted re-
turn. Ronaldo said: "I'm coming
back in a decisive match - but
then they all are now In Itallan
football.

"Obviously, alfter such a long
time away, | can't come back
and play as If nothing had hap-
pened. I'll play for 20 minutes
in one match, then 30 and so on
until I reach the peak of condi-
tion.

"I have to take one step at a
time, that's only to be expected.”
he said.

Ronaldo has been dogged by
Irgury and poor form since the
1998 World Cup finals. Now the
Brazilian hopes that fate will be
kinder to him after four and a
half months away from the

EF_HHE,

Wanfeer '
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RONALDO

"From the point of view of
my private life. it's been a mar-
vellous time." he said. "I've been
able to experience the joy of be-
ing married and just recently of
the birth of Iittfc Ronald.” he
sald of the son born last week.

‘But now I hope that I've paid
all my dues as far as bad luck is
concerned. That's enough in-
juries.”

Ronaldo is unlikely to play
for more than 45 minutes on

e . s ;s
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final first leg

Inter pray for Ronaldo boost

Wednesday, and may well only
get 30 given his pmf:mgcd ab-
sence. But the Brazilian Is de-
termined to play.

‘I want to make my contri-
bution,” he insisted last week.

Doubts remain though over
Injured centre-forward Chris-
tian Vieri, the other half of
what was supposed to be Inter's
all-star attacking partnership
this season, but which has
rarely ever been seen due to in-
juries,

Lazio, who won this tour-
nament in 1998, may have their
main focus on the Jeague
champlonship, but coach Sven
Goran Eriksson Is not snubbing
the Cup either.

He ordered his inen to get a
good night's sleep this week, af-
ter battle fatigue began to set in
at the end of Sunday's 1-0 vic-
tory over Perugia.

In the last 20 nomites we
were tired and we suffered
Eriksson saidd. But that's only
to be expected because we're
playing too many matches. For
some players, there's not a mo-
ment'’s respite.,

‘I just don't know how many
consecutive matches have been
played by é)eople like (Paolo)
Negro or (Giuseppe) Pancaro.
They need a good sleep,” he said.

‘In fact, they all need to sleep
well because on Wednesda
there's the [talian Cup final.
And that's not something to be
thrown away.”

Eriksson will be without
skipper Alessandro Nesta and
fellow defender Giuseppe
Favalli through injury and
there are doubts that goalkeeper
Luca Marchegianl will recover
in time. Striker Fabrizio Ra-
vanelli is suspended.

Another forward, Alen Bok-
sic, is likely to be dropped for
disciplinary reasons after a row
with Eriksson on Sunday, re-
portedly because the Croatian
claimed his shirt was too tight.

The contretemps means that
Chilean Marcelo Salas will
probably be partnered by Si-
mone Inzaghi up front.

The return leg will be played
at San Siro on either May 18 or
20, dependin% on Lazio's
progress in the European
Cnamgions League. However,
after being hammered 5-2 by
Valencia in last week's quarter-
final first leg, there doesn't look
too much of that left.

Spanish Cup semifinal first legs

MADRID, April
I'l: Spanish gi-
ants Barcelona
and Real Madrid
go into Wednes-

. day's Spanish Cup
scint-final first legs both still
holding onto increasingly bleak
prospects of a treble as they
play Atletico Madrid and
Espanyol respectively, reports
AFP.

Barcelona are coming off a
disastrous five-day spell which
saw them lose their unbeaten
run in the Champions League
when they lost 3-1 at London
based Chelsea before another
heavy defeat on Sunday when
they were beaten 3-0 at home by
mid-table Real Mallorca.

Moreover, there were clear
signs of unease inside the Barca
camp as star players Rivaldo
and Patrick Kluivert on Mon-
day criticised their substitu-
tions by coach Louis Van Gaal
during their loss to Mallorca.

Brazilian Rivaldo again di-
rectly questioned coach Louis
Van Gaal's use of him on the
wing instead of in central mid-
field where he believes he would
be more effective.

During January and Febru-
ary, Van Gaal did not pick Ri-
valdo, who had just won the
1999 FIFA World Player of the
Year award, for exactly the
same reasoimn.

"l don't know why he re-
placed me," said Rivaldo who
was taken off in the 63rd
minute for Simao. "I did all Van
Gaal asked me to do in training
during the week. 1 didn't have
one bad match."

Kluivert backed the com-
ments of Rivaldo saying he
should have been left on the
field to keep up the pressure.
“He's (Rivaldo) right. When you
lose 1-0 you have to keep at-
tacking."

Kluivert added he was not
happy at being replaced in the
73rd minute by Dani, sayving it
would have been better to have

replaced a defender with a
striker than a striker with a
striker to keep up the attacking
impetus. :

Van Gaal defended his deci-
sions by sayingr "l saw that nei-
ther Rivaldo nor. Kluivert were
really in the match. They didn't
have the desire or that little
spark.”

Barcelona are still second in
the league but now trail leaders
Deportivo Coruna by five poiuts
with six games left and must
overcome a two goal deficit to

e

All's not well at Barcelona

striker Jimmy Flovd llassel-
baink maintained his position
as Spain's top scorer with a
consolation second-half strike.
vi haye one eyg“on
1eir ?al:'; Lns Le?éue ':?Fl:ar-
tey-final second leg with reign-
ing champions Manchester
United next Wednesday but are
still hanging onto their own
treble dreams after their latest
league victory a 1-0 win over
Celta Vigo although it would
take an improbablé turn of
events of Real were to win the
domestic league.

In Europe their exciting first
leg match with United ended 0-0
but Madrid were the better side
in a match was watched by a
record 11 million Spaniards.

Frenchman Nicolas Anelka
could make his return after re-

Joining training last week after

his 45-day suspension for miss-
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RKIVALDO:

beat Chelsea when the Premier-

ship club come to the Nou Cam
in a week’s time although Gian-
luca Vialli's side are in a rich
vein of form.

Atletico Madrid are looking
fo save something from what
has been a disastrous season as
they stare relegation in the face
as well as being under a judicial
inquiry after former president
Jesus Gil was accused of divert-
ing funds totalling 53 million
dollars.

Their latest outing was an
emphatic 4-1 defeat at the
hands of Primera Liga leaders
Deportivo although Dutch

ing three days of training was
cut short when the 21-year-old

made a public apology.

Anelka was on the subs
bench for the win over Vigo but
is desperate to get some games

under his belt in the hope of

forcing his way back into Roger
Lemerre's French squad for
Euro 2000 which kicks off June
10 and is being co-hosted by
Holland and Belgium.

Espanyol are comfortably
positioned in the top half of the
table and lie five points off the
last UEFA Cup place for next
season although should they
lift the Cup they would qualify
automatically.

The Barcelona based club
drew 0-0 away to surprise pack-
ages Alaves at the weekend but
will be looking to ruffle Real's
feathers as the semi-finals
shage up to be a battle between
clubs from Madrid and
Barcelona although the odds
are on a Barca v Real final.

Spanish Cup semi-final
first-leg fixtures:

Wednesday:

Real Madrid v Espanvyol,
Atletico Madrid v Barcelona

Owen waiting

LONDON, Apr 11:
Liverpool's inju-
rv-stricken stri-
ker Michael Owen
on Monday admitt-

Champ
driving inspiration as he con-
signs to histo \
of his soccer life, reports AFP.

Anfield since Boxing
clinch Sunday's 2-0 Premier-
shi}; win over Tottenham.

seysiders up
championship, within touching
distance of CPIHHHC‘B.U{)H
next
Leagu
will
European Cup since the Heysel
disaster 15 years ago.

ed the chance to
share in the glamour of the
jons’ League is his

the worst year
Owen scored his first goal at
Day to

moves the Mer-
to second in the

he win

for
season's Champions'
e - the first time Liverpool

have played in the

It is a year on Tuesday that

Owen's career was first threat-
ened by a succession of ham-
string Injuries when he was
carried away from Leeds in ob-
vious distress,

It has been a long haul back,

but the 20 year-old striker is at

last able to speak with confi-
dence about the future -- and

that means the Champions'
League.

" MICHAEL OWEN

Owen and his Liverpool col-
leagues have never experienced
the Champions' League in the
famed red shirt of a club which
have won the European Cup
four times,

They have had to sit and
watch Manchester United expe-
rience the thrills of the Nou
Camp and the Bernabeu - and

to excel

they want some of the action for
themselves.,
Owen. who can now also

look forward with confidence Ic
a summer with England in Eurc
2000, said: "Playing in the
(hampions’ League is some-
thing | really want., We've sat
and watched Manchester
United in their big games and it
has made us envious,

It's the same for all the Liy-
crpool players. You watel all
these top teams and vou try to
compare yourself to all I']l‘t‘ﬂc
plavers,

‘I've played in Europen
nights, UEFA Cup g‘a-unr:::.l an:i
you can’t beat the buzz. You see
the United lads when vou are
away with Eungland and vou
want to experience what they
are experiencing. *

l\\‘ow we are on the brink of
the Champions League and you
look around the Premiership
and you Kknow that not too
many players have appeared in
tI?e top European competition
It's the elite so hopefully we will

el our chance no
W. b :
owmn to us.” B




