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Rajshahi cricket

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 10: Juba
Cricket School 'B' and Juba
Cricket School 'A' won their re-
spective matches in the Hasan
Imam-Ali Imam Pintu Memo-
rial Cricket tournament played
at Rajshahi Govt College play-
ground today.

In the first match of the day,
Juba Cricket School 'B' defeated
Friends Sporting Club by two
wickets.

The losers won the toss and
batted first to score 141 for
eight wickets in the stipulated

overs.

Zaki made the highest 34
followed by 22 from Rahim.
Sadagar captured three wickets
for 15 runs.

In reply, the winners col-
lected 145 runs for eight in the
stipulated 25 overs.

Lord made the highest 40
runs followed by 22 from Rajib.
Rahim bagged three wickets for
17. Biddjut and Manirul cap-
tured two wickets each.

In the second match of the
day at the same venue, Juba
Cricket School 'A' defeated
Memory Club by 101 runs.

Winning the toss, the win-
ners made 192 for four wickets
in the stipulated 25 overs. Go-
lam scored the highest 58 fol-
lowed by 27 each from Happy
and Ilias. Mithu bagged two
wickets for 12.

In reply., Memory were all
out for gfm 24.1 overs.

Mithu made the highest 14.
Golam captured four wickets for
12 and Faisal three for five.

Aussies won't
comment

DURBAN, South Alrica,
April 10: World Cup champions
Australia arrived in South
Africa Sunday and immedi-
ately made it clear they would
not get involved in the match-
ﬁ..‘{in%l controversy surrounding
Sout
Cronje, reports AFP.

“There has been intense me-
dia interest regarding the issue
of match-fixing but it would be
improper for any member of the
Australlan management or the
players to comment,” said
manager Steve Bernard at a
press conference in Durban
Sunday.

Australia will play three
limited overs internationals
against South Africa starting in
Durban Wednesday.

But Australian captajn Steve
Waugh paid a glowing tribute to
Cronje as a player and captain.

"I really enjoy playing
against him. He certainly seems
to bring the best out of my
cricket. We've had some good
battles and I reckon were about
50-50. We've got good respect for
each other and were good
friends."

In an indirect reference to
the match-fixing contraversy, .
Waugh said: "l always enjoy
playing against someone who
gives 100 per cent and he's al-
ways there trying.”

Australia have had a phe-
nomenal run of success since
winning the World Cup after
two titanic battles against
South Africa, winning a round
robin game with two balls to
spare then pulling off a dra-
matic tie in the semifinal
which enabled them to reach
the final on net run rate.

Waugh said although Aus-
tralia had played outstanding
cricket during the past season,
winning ten consecutive Tests
and setting a world record with
13 successive one-day wins, he
expected the three-match chal-
lenge series in South Africa to
provide exciting cricket.

“South Africa are the ulti-
mate test for us,” said Waugh.
“They've had a great record over
the past three or four years and
they probably reckon theyre
number one. We also reckon
we're number one and this
could sort it out once and for

all.

Newcombe’s
pPrognosis

ADELAIDE, Australia, Apr
10: Davis Cup captain John
Newcombe believes any one of
three Australian tennis players
could win Wimbledon this year,
reports AFP.

Newcombe tipped Pat Rafter,
Mark Philippoussis and Lley-
ton Hewitt as contenders for the
grass court title.

But he was quick to point out
Americans Pete Sampras and
Andre Agassi were clear
favourites for the crown.

“l think Rafter, Philippous-
sis and Hewitt have all got a
shot at it,”" Newcombe said
Monday after Australia's 3-2

e,

ST. JOHUN'S, Apr 10:
Pakistan crick-
cters gave the West
Indies Select XI a
taste of their own
medicine to post a
14-run win in the
second of two limited-overs

ractice matches at the Antigua

ecreation Ground here on
Sunday, reports AFP,

Having suffered a dramatic
batting collapse in the first
match on Saturday, Pakistan
returned the favour to the West
Indians and dismissed them for
169 in 40.3 overs, who were re-

lying to a modest total of 183
or nine in 50 overs.

The Select XI lost three
quick wickets for as many runs
as they declined ra7pldly from
135 for four to 137 for seven
within two overs after
Ramnaresh Sarwan, who top-
scored with 47, and Runako
Morton appeared to have batted
their team into a winan posi-
tion in a stand of 70 for the fifth
wicket.

They had taken the score
from a shaky 65 for four to 135,
but when Morton was adjudged
Ibw for 29 off Mohammad
Akram, who finished with four
for 28 off nine overs, with the
first ball of his second spell, the
Innings took a nose-dive.

Choosing to bat earlier, Pak-
istan were pegged back by the
Select Xl's pace and spin attack
led by fast bowler Nixon
McLean, who triggered Satur-
day's collapse with five for 26.

He captured two for 40 and
medium-paced bowler Wilden
Cornwall two for 47 as Mo-
hammed Wasim with 50 off 98
balls led Pakistan's batting
which was boosted by a stand of
53 with Yousuf Youhana.

Shoaib Malik also hit an
unbeaten 22 off 21 balls to give
the total some substance.

Pakistan had one casualty
in the match. Second-string
‘Keeper Atiq-uz-Zaman when he
stralned ligaments In his hip
after landing when taking a
catch to dismiss Select X1 ope
ing batsman Wilden Cornwall.

Atiq was taken off the field
in a car and driven to hospital
by an ambulance after receiving
treatment on and off the field.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the second
limited overs cricket match be-
tween a West Indies Select X1
and Pakistan here at the An-
tigua Recreation Ground on

Sunday:

PAKISTAN
Imran Nazir run out 9
Wastl ¢ Powell b Dillon 6
Qureshi ¢ Murray b Mclean 10
Younis Khan run out
M Wasim ¢ Sarwan b Cornwall 50
Youhana ¢ Griflith b McLean 29
Atlg-Uz-Zaman ¢ Grlfith
b Cornwall 16
S Malik not out 22
Arshad Khan b Culfly 11
Fazil run out (Sarwan) 0
M Akram not out 0
Extras: (b-1. Ib-8, w-6, nb-3) 18
Total: (For 9 wkts In 50 overs) 183

n-

Fall of wickets: 1-18; 2-26; 3-
60; 4-113; 5-134; 6-145; 7-150;

8-172; 9-181.

Bowler O M R W

McLean 10 0 40 2

Dillon 10 0 3 |

Cully 10 2 2 |

Perry OS85 )

Cornwall 10 1 47 2
WEST INDIES SELECT X1

Cornwall ¢ Allg-Uz-Zaman

b Mohammed Akrain 22

Griflith ¢ Youhanna

b Mohammed Akram 6

Joseph Ibw

b Mohammed Akram 1

Powell ¢ Wastl b Arshad Khan 13
Sarwan ¢ Younis Khan
b Irfan Fazil

Morton Ibw

b Mohammed Akram

Murray ¢ Imran Nazir

b Shoaib Malik 0
Perry st Mohammad Wasim
b Shoalb Malik 0
McLean ¢ Imran Nazir
b Shoalb Malik f i
Dillon b Younis Khan 6
Cufly not out 4
Extras: (b-4, Ib-4, w-14, nb-16) a8
Total: (All out in 40.3 overs) 169
Fall of Wickets: 1-21; 2-34; 3-
39; 4-65; 5-135; 6-136; 7- 137; B-
150; 9-154.
Bowler O M R W
M Akram 9 1 28 4
Fazil 10 -~ TF] 1
Arshad 8 Z 1Y 1
Malik 10 1 3l 3
Younis Khan 3.3 IR 1) 1

Result: Pakistan beat West
Indies Select XI by 14 runs.

Toss: Pakistan

Umpires: C Mack, J Stevens

Sport

'Pakistan's perfect riposte

African captain Hansie

o NEW DELHI, April
[ 10: India on Sun-
| day denied South

African authori-
ties were kept in
the dark about
match-fixing al
legations against their crick-
eters before New Delhi police
made the charges public, re-
ports AFP.
"It is not correct. We have
kept them informed," ForeiFn
Secretary Lalit Mansingh told
reporters.
Mansingh, however, de-
clined to say why India had re-
jected the South African gov-
ernment's request for a copy of
the tapes to prove the allega-
tions as the diplomatic row sur-
rounding them grew.

Manohar Joshi, federal

minister for Heavy Industries

and vice president of the Board
of Control for Cricket in India,
defended the action of New

Delhi police in bugging players'

cell telephones and rooms dur-

ing their tour of India.

“When there is an offence,

the police have every right to

tap the, phones,' Jashi was

\quoted by the United News of

India as saying in the eastern

city of Calcutta.
*“There must be some offence,

and that is why Delhi police
had tapped the telephones of
South Kﬁ'ican cricketers."

New Delhi police on Friday
sald charges of a criminal con-
spiracy had been registered
against South African skipper
Hansie Cronje and his team-
mates Herschelle Gibbs, Nicky
Boje and Pieter Strydom for al-
leged match-fixing during last
month's one-day series here.

Similar charges have been
filed against two Indians -- New
Delhi businessman Rajesh
Kalra and Sanjiv Chawla, a
London-based expatriate.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Aziz Pahad told the Johannes-
burg Sunday Times that South
Africa's High Commissioner to
India had listened to excerpts
from the tapes and was con-
vinced the accents were not
South African.

But Deputy Commissioner of
New Delhi Police, Pradeep Sri-
vastava, said his department

. had not released the audio tapes

to anyone. |

Delhi rejects SA claim

"We have only released the
transcript of the taped conver-
sation and not the tapes, which
have been sealed," said.

Television channels had
simulated the conversation on

the basis ol the transcript pro-
vided to them, he said.

The police charges relate to
the five one-day international
series South Africa played here
between March 9 and 19. India
won the series 3-2 after a string
of test losses.

Police said they had record-
ings of a telephone conversa-
tion between Cronje and bookie
Sanjiv Chawla that backed up
their allegations.

"A first information report
naming the South
skipper and some other players
has been lodged with a police
station and this is a very seri-

ous matter," Joshi told re-
porters.
"Delhi police know that they

will have to face the conse-

uences if they failed to prove
the charges."

He added: "It is unfortunate.

‘But if you commit a crime you

must suffer.”

sets, repo

victory over Germany in the
Davis Cup last weekend set up a
semi-final with Brazil in Bris-
bane in July.

"I wouldn't put either one of
them as a favourite because
Sampras and Agassi would be
the two favourites,” he added.

Marauding

From page 13
ground.
Chasing Warl's 148 in 35

overs, Government Laboratory |

High School reached 150 for
three in 23.5 overs.

Our Rajshahi Correspondent
adds: Rajshahi Collegiate
School moved Into the final of
Rajshahl regional leg played at
Rajshahi District Stadium yes-
terday.

Rajshahl Collegiate defeated
Rajshahi University School by
51 runs.

Winning the toss, the win-

ners made 185 for seven wickets

in the stipulated 25 overs.
Tomal made the highest 51 fol-
lowed by 48 from Delwar and 31
from Rithu,

In rc‘léy, the losers were all
out for 134 in 23.4 overs. Plas

made the highest 22 followed by

19 from Delu.

Brazil,

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Apr 10: Brazil
won the battle for
a semnifinal berth
in the Davis Cup
World Group here
when Fernando
overcame Slovak

®

Sunday
Meligeni
opponent Karol Kucera in four

rts AFP.

The 28-year-old Brazilian
took over three hours to win the
tightly fought battle 5-7, 7-6, 6-
2, 6-4 and secure their country’'s
second ever semifinal berth on
front of an enthusiastic home

crowd.

Brazil will now play defend-
ing champions Australia in the
semifinals in Adelaide in July.

Earlier Dominik Hrbaty had
kept Slovakia's Davis Cup
hopes alive when he beat
Brazilian number one Gustavo
Kuerten in three sets to level
quarterfinal tie at 2-2.

The 22-year-old Hrbaty
played some of the best tennis
of his career to defeat his 23-
year-old Brazilian adversary 7-
5. 6-4, 7-6 in 2hr 50 min.

Kuerten, who had the back-
ing of the noisy and partisan
home crowd, had little answer
to Hrbaty- who was better pre-
pared and dominated with ag-
gressive play, full of well placed
shots.

‘I came here to win,” said
Hrbaty. "I love playing in front
of a crowd, proving | am the
best.”

In addition Hrbaty took bet-

Iran blank
Bahrain

TEHRAN, Apr 10: Three-
time Asian Cup champlons Iran
overcame Bahrain 3-0 Sunda
with spectacular second-half

oals in the second leg of Asian
Agp Group 2 qualifiers, reports

In another Group 2 match,
Syria beat Maldives 2-1, a re-
spectable result for the weak
Indian Ocean {island team
thanks to spectacular saves
from their goalkeeper, Omran
Mohammad.

Despite dominating the first
half, Iran's fallure to produce
any poals disappointed about
40, fans who turned up at
Tehran's Azadi Stadinm bray-

ing a heavy downpontr.
bran’s first goal came in the

61st ninute with Hamburg mid-
fjelder Mahdl Mahdavikia
crossing a ball from right and
Mahmoud Fekrl's header find-
ing the net,

All Karlmi scored the second
oal when Bahrain keeper Ab-
el-Azlz Issa falled to com-

pletely save Alireza Emamifar's
shot from close range.

After missing several

chances, All Dael, who was
named Aslan Player of the Year

with a long header in the 81st

l minute,

on Thursday, closed the scoring

ter advantage of his first ser-
vice, with less errors than the
adversary, who had difficulty
placing his first serve.

Brazil had clawed back a
crucial 2-1 lead on Saturday
when Kuerten and Jaime
Oncins defeated Kucera and
Hrbaty 6-3, 2-6, 6-2, 6-3 in their
doubles clash.

Kuerten defeated Kucera 2-6,
6-3, 4-6, 7-5, 6-1 in Friday's
opening singles games, after
Hrbaty had earlier given Slo-
vakia the lead when he won his
match 6-1, 7-5, 6-2 against
Meligeni.

At Mala%a in Spain, Albert
Costa easily brushed aside
world number two Yevgeny
Kafelnikov with a straight sets
hammering putting the hosts
through to the World Group
semifinals.

The Spaniard allowed the
Russian just three games in the
one sided encounter winning 6-
0, 6-3, 6-0 to give Spain an un-
beatable 3-1 lead and put them
into the next round against the
USA in July.

The former French Open
chamFinn Kafelnikov never pgot
into his stride on the clay
courts of Malaga and had also

Spain in semis

lost his opening singles against
20-year-old Spanish rookie
Juan Carlos Ferrero 6-2, 6-2, 6-
2 on Friday.

Sunday's match was made
even more difficult for the Rus-
sian as the claycourts of south-
ern Spain were even slower fol-
lowing persistent overnight
rain which delayed the en-
counter for five hours.

The 26-year-old Russian
committed numerous errors
and never worried the 24-year-
old Spaniard, who rushed to
win the first set in just 26 min-
utes and finishing off the Rus-
sian number one in just over an
hour.

Costa had been drafted in to
face Kafelnikov in place of
Spanish number one Alex Cor-
retja, who had lost his previous
five encounters against the
Russian, as he was suffering
firc-m a slightly injured shoul-
der.

Corretja, who had started off
Spain's successful weekend
with a 6-4, 6-3, 5-7, 6-1 victory
over Marat Safin on Friday,
lost Saturday's doubles with

Juan Balcells a;ainst Kafel-
nikov and Safin 7-6, 2-6, 7-6,
6-4.

An et:’static Fernando Meligeni of Brazil responds to the
crowqa applause after his country secured a semifinal
spot in the Davis Cup World Group by defeating Slovakia

in Rio de Janeiro on April 9.

—AFP photo

African _

ST. GEORGE'S, Apr 10: Craig
Wishart fell six short of a cen-
tury to lead a strong Zimbab-
wean reply against a West In-
dles Invitation XI on the second
day of three In their first-class
cricket-mateh at the Queen’s
Park Stadium on Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

Wishart, whose appearances
have been limited on the Zim-
babweans' first tour of the
Caribbean, helped the African
side to 170 for four at the close,
responding to the Invitation
XI's first innings total of 257.

Opening the batting, Wishart
batted positively before he was
bowled by Dinanath Ramnar-
ine, playing around a leg break
he attempted to drive.,

He faced 154 balls in his 209-
minute innings in which he hit
12 fours and shared 73 for the
third wicket with left-hander
Alistair Campbell, who was run
out for 13.

Fast-medium bowler Ker
Jeremy had taken the first two
wickets of the innings, Grant
Flower caught behind for 11
and Start Carlisle caught at
cover for 15 before the stand be-
tween Wishart and Campbell.

Earlier, the Invitation XI
were dismissed just before
lunch after resuming from their
overnight position of 211 for
Six.

The lower-order rallied
around teenager Narsingh De-
onarine, who batted just over
three hours and faced 147 balls
for his 36.

Andy Blignaut with four for
40 and Mluleki Nkala with
three for 35 returned the best
figures for the Zimbabweans.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the second
day of the three-day first-class
cricket match between a West
Indies Invitation XI and Zim-
babwe here at Queen's Park Sta-
dium on Sunday:

WEST INDIES INVITATION
XI: First innings (overnight 211
for six)

D Ganga b Nkala 24
Z All ¢ Viljoen b Blignaut 0
R Hinds Ibw b Nkala 15
M Samuels ¢ Taibu b Blignaut 59
K Semple Ibw b Brent 58
N Deonarine ¢ Campbell b Nkala 36
W Phillip b Blignaut 14
D Ramnarine lbw b Streak 1
P Collins b Blignaut 2
M Black not out 19
K Jeremy c Blignaut b Flower 9
Extras: (b-5, Ib-7, w-1, nb-7) 20
Total: (All out) 257

Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-35: 3-
46; 4-142: 5-181; 6-209;: 7-212;

8-225; 9-231.

Bowler O M R w
Streak 16 T 1
Blignaut 2. 1586 R
Brent 17 Vi) 1
Nkala 16 1. 3 3
Flower 15.4 THe) 1
Whittall 8 2 16 0
Viljoen 8., 5 .60 0
Campbell | EERSIN o JERY - 0

ZIMBABWE: First innings
G Flower c Phillip b Jeremy 11

C Wishart b Ramnarine 94
S Carlisle ¢ Deonarine
b Jeremy 15
A Campbell run out 13
D Viljoen not out 8
T Taibu not out 11
Extras: (Ib-6; nb-12) 18
Total: (4 wkts) 170
Fall of wickets: 1-38: 2-74; 3-
147: 4-149,.
Bowler O M R w
Collins 14 3 4 0
Black 8 Eas) 0
Jeremy 14 3 40 2
Ramnarine 20 8 30 1
Samuels 3 ] 9 0
Hinds 4 =40 0

Fraser wants to
stay at Lord's

LONDON, Apr 10: Middle-
sex's veteran En%{ish paceman
Angus Fraser on Monday urged
his club and the Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC) to put aside
their differences and secure the
county's long-term future at
Lord's, reports AFP.

Middlesex officials have
spent the winter arguing with
the MCC, whose members are
most famous for wearing the egg
and tomato coloured club ties,
over the terms of their lease at
the home of cricket.

Middlesex will play county
ames with Worcestershire,
lamorgan and Sussex at

Southgate this season and take
on Nottinghamshire in the Na-
tional Cricket League at Rich-
mond.

Middlesex members have
long complained that they are
treated as second class citizens
by the MCC and the county has
investigated moving to new
homes in the London suburbs of
Southgate, Ealing or Uxbridge.

But Fraser, who Is deter-
mined to force his way back
into England's Test side this
summer, believes Lord's should
remain Middlesex's home
ground.

He said: "This is the home of
cricket. It's an utter privilege to
play here and | would not want
to go anywhere else.

'People say that we should
move out because we only ever
have 100 people in the ground
for championship matches but
that Is not the point,

"We would love to let the kids
in for free but the ground ad-
mission is outside the control
of Middlesex. The MCC make
the rules,

"This is a place steeped In
history and people are inspired
by the surroundings. If we
moved out some founti/ players
would never get the chance to
play here,

‘It doesn't matter whether
it's a cold rainy day (n April or
a packed house for a Test Match
in August, my career has been
made more special by the fact |
have played so many games at
Lord's.

‘I wouldn't want to play

I anywhere else.”

LOS ANGELES,
Apr 10: Pete Sam-
rrus atoned for
118 opening sin-
les defeat Sun-
ay, powering pa-
st Slava Dosedel 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 1o
complete the United States' 3-2
victory over Czech Republic in
the Davis Cup quarterfinals, re-
ports AFP.
Aundre Agassi did his bit, too,
defeating Jirl Novak 6-3, 6-3, 6-
I as the Americans dug them-

Andre, Pete do it for USA

pras, adding that quitting was
never an option with John
McEnroe sitting In the captain's
chalr.

‘I think John would have
choked me." said Sampras,
whose late withdrawal from the
first-round tle against Zim-
babwe with a strained muscle
provoked McEnroe's ire.

'l could definitely see ft in
his eyes. When | told him I kind
of hurt my leg, he didn't want

any part of it."

*
- ..f‘
o gl

Pete Sampras

the quarterfinal of the Davis
9.

selves out of a 1-2 hole for just
the fifth time ever, but the sec-
ond time this year.

Sampras, stunned by Czech
number one Novak on Friday,
turned on a typically powerful
service performance that in-
cluded 18 aces against Dosedel.

"l definitely didn't want to be
the guy to lose two matches and
cost us the tie," said Sampras,
who strained his leit quadricep
in the first couple of games but
was so dominant on his serve
that any limits on his mobility
didn’'t matter.

"I just had to deal with the
injury, figure out how I was go-
ing to play with it," said Sam-

m{holding his head) of the United States
smiles after their 3-2 victory over the Czech Republic in

Cup in California on April
—AFP photo

Sampras himself was also
eager for redemption. The Cali-
fornia native, who moved back
to Los Angeles last year, rarely
Jets an opportunity to play in
ront of his family, so the vic-
tory in front of his parents,
Sam and Georgia, and sister
Stella was especially sweet.

‘I wanted to redeem myself.”
Sampras sald. "lI've never
played a fifth match in Davis
Cup. The way I felt Friday, with
my family here and everything,
| was pretty sad.”

Dosedel, who lost to Agassi
on Friday, couldn't copy No-
vakK's success in passing Sam-
pras at the net, and he was un-

The Dhaily Star 15

able to convert his precious few
chances against the American's
serve,

"His serve was this out of
this world,” McEnroe said, "It's
the best serve in the history of
tennis., The way he mixes up
power with placement and
spin.”

After Novak and David Rikl
teamed up to defeat Jared
Palmer and Alex O'Brien in
Saturday’s doubles to give the
Czechs a surprising 2-1 lead, it
was up to Agass| to stop Novak's
run and keep the tie alive,

Agassl, whose 30 Davis Cup
singles victories put him second
all-time for the United States
behind McEnroe, ran Novak
ragged*

I can't say it was extra pres-*
sure,” Agassl sald of going Into
the match one point away from
defeat.

1 felt like there was a clear
job that needs to be done, and
whether I'm up 2-1 or not, my

oal Is to go out there and estab-
ish that they're not going to get
that point.

"The thought of Jiri Novak
coming in here, In our back-
yard, and winning three points,
I didn't want that to happen,”
said Agassl, who won the Aus-
tralian Open in January then
helped the United States to a
come-from-behind 3-2 Davis
Cup victory in Harare.

He ran Novak mercilessly
from side to side, pounding
shots from the baseline to the
COrners.

"l was getting pretty tired,”
Novak admitted, although he
said It was more from chasing
Agassi's shots than from the
cumulative effect of playing
three days In a row.

"He was playing really great
tennis from the baseline, and
that's a lot different from Pete.
He was hitting the ball very
close to the baseline, so 1 didn't
get a chance to come in."

‘I think 1 managed to just
have a bit more on my rally
shots, and 1 controlled the
points a little bit more,” Agassi
said. "The third he really got a
little lackadalsical there and
allowed me to get up a quick
break without really doing any-
thing special.

"But that's a result of being a
little discouraged and being
worn down. | felt like that was
the only weakness that he
showed. It was good tennis."

The Americans will travel to
Spain for the semi-finals.

"It has been a tough couple of
ties.” McEnroe said of his first
two at the helm. "The scary
thing is, it's going to be tougher
next time.’

MONACO, April
10 (Reuters/In-
ternet): Argentine
Marcelo Gallardo,
bruised and sho-
cked after alleged-
attacked in the players'

ly being
tunnel at Marseille on Friday,
is to miss Monaco's French Cup
semifinal.

Schools h'ball
begins April 17

The 11th Bata schools (boys)
handball tournament, organ-
ised by Bangladesh Handball
Federation, will begin on April
17 at the handball ground, re-

ports UNB.
Fourteen teams, including

defending champions Ra-
jarbagh Police Lines High
School. splitting into four

groups. will Initially compete
in the regular tourney on a
league basis.

The participalin%tmms are:
Rajarbagh Police Lines High
School, BAF Shaheen School
and College (Tejgaon), St Jude's
International School, Narinda
Govt High School, Rahmatullah
Model High School, Matuail
Adarsha High School, Moti-

jheel Model High School, Bhas-
antek High School, Shaheed
Nabi High School, Bangladesh
Ansar and VDP School, Sunny
Dale School, Graduate High
School, Kamalapur Sher-e-
Bangla High School and West
End School and College.

"Excuse me but | don't want
to talk now,” a downcast Gal-
lardo, sporting a bruised right
cheek and swollen upper lip,
said with tears in his eves when
he went to Monaco's training
ground on Sunday.

Monaco president Jean-
Louis Campora said: "He will
rest for several days, | can't say
how many. He's very shocked.”

Midfielder Gallardo was al-
legedly attacked at halftime
during Monaco's 4-2 French
first (!{lei.ﬁion defeat, in which
he was one of three players sent
off.

allardo bruised an

Italian striker Marco Si-
mone, allegedly punched by
former Monaco defender

Patrick Blondeau before kick-
off and suffering from neck
pains, is also in doubt for the
Cup semifinal at home to hold-
ers Nantes on Wednesday,

Campora said Gallardo had
started court proceedings
against Marsellle assistant
coach Christophe Galtier, his
alleged assailant.

French press reports said
Gallardo was punched by
Galtier and then Kicked by

other people while he was on
the ground in the tunnel

His team mates were unable
to help him because officials
prevented them from leaving
their dressing room, they said.
Campora complained that tele-

vision cameras had been
banned from the tunnel by
Marseille and said Monaco

were victiins of a premeditated

battered

ambush.

Portuguese midfielder Fran-
cisco Da Costa said Gallardo
was so upset he was unsure
whether he wanted to stay in
France.

Gallardo, a key figure in
Monaco's fine season in which
they have all but clinched their
seventh league title, has been
the centre of criticism from ri-
vals. He was accused by
Olympique Lyon players of
provocative

behaviour and became the
target of vicious fouls in their
league clash in February when
Brazilian striker Sonny Ander-
son was sent off for an unchar-
acteristic high tackle on the Ar-
gentine.

Marseille coach Bernard Ca-
soni was quoted as saying Gal-
lardo looked for trouble and
had reaped what he sowed on
Friday.

JPC spade trump

Amirul Islam and Nurul
Hasan Khan moved into the
final of the Independence Day
spade trump competition at the
Jatiya Press Club (JPC)

yesterday, reports BSS.

Enamul Hoque Chowdhury,
Kamalur Rahman, Akhtaru-
zzaman Nawab and Quazi Abdul
Hannan qualified for the
semifinal after winning the
second round,

The semifinal will be held
today at 10 am and the final at
12 noon.
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