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Slanted Wheat Distribution

IKE butterflies beholden to a beehive, govern-

nent party supporters kept glued to the two lakh
tonnes worth of wheat allotted to the rural infras-
tructure development and maintenance sector. In
actual fact, they have nibbled away most of the
cake under the patronage of State Minister for Ru-
ral Development and Cooperatives Saber Hossain
Chowdhury. An investigative report published in
Prothom Alo yesterday highlighted the brazen-
faced partisan distribution of wheat under works
programme with the OFposltlon members virtu-
ally drawing very little of It to their constituencies.
Most of the allotment has gone to projects recom-
mended by ruling party leaders, ministers, state
ministers and MPs and workers. What strikes us as
a remorseless explanation of the one-sided affair
by the State Minister concerned, Mr Saber Hossain
Chowdhury is this: he has indirectly admitted to
having allotted more to the ruling party people.
Furthermore, he has made no bones about the fact
that this was in reaction to what the previous BNP
government had done to corner most wheat to
themselves. The BNP could come out with compar-
ative statistics of the distribution they monopo-
lised during their tenure; but we are hardly Inter-
ested in the contests for constituency nurturing at
the expense of the imperative necessity for a bal-
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anced growth of our rural infrastructure. What is
also involved here is maintenance of the rural in-
frastructure. If the idea is to turn a blind eye to the
need for the maintenance of infrastructure laid
across the opposition constituencies then what we
are basically ensuring is a half-full and half-
empty glass all the time. The phrases like ‘all-
around development' or 'sustainable development
so down the drain with the politicisation of inputs
distribution.

The largely one-sided wheat distribution has
been put down to the oppositions parliamentary
stand-off, which the state minister argued. de-
prived them of the opportunity to highlight their
requirements. While the opposition could be
faulted for their parliamentary boycotlt, we cannot
condone the fact that the normal procedure for dis-
tribution was circumvented apparently to make a
political capital of it. In fact, its was learnt from
LGRD and LGED sources that they had no knowl-
' edge of any prime ministerial directive requiring
| that the state minister for rural development an
cooperatives allot wheat directly sitting at the
LGED premises as he did. Normally, it is the pro-
jects prepared by the local government engineering
directorate that should get the wheat allocation,
not those that might have been manufactured by
| MPs, leaders or ministers. On balance, we should
have a specific set of guidelines for distribution of
wheat or any other development input. In the
' meantime, let the government probe the allega-
tions as a matter of public accountability.

| Right to Safe Air
i

HE High Court's show cause on the government

as to why "they should not be directed to ensure
Dhaka's air is free from pollution” lends a strong
| voice to the increasing concern among the civil'so-
ciety over ithis severe form of environmental
'degradation. Atrocious waste management, non-
existent vehicular and industrial emission con-
 trol, unplanned urbanisation, so on and so forth
' have rendered Dhaka as the most polluted city in
 the world, a dubious distinction hitherto reserved
 for Mexico City alone. Although environmental-
!1‘5[5 and members of the civil society have cried
' hoarse for administrative action against the lethal
' pollution of urban air, the government has been
| more or less content with promulgation of legal
provisions, formation of committees and formula-
tion of recommendations in this regard. On the
ground, environmental degradation in general,
and air pollution in particular, has gone on un-
abated despite its severe impact on the physical
and mental health of the residents.
In our view, the solution lies in strict enforce-
ment of the environmental safety provisions. Im-
position of ban on import of leaded petrol was an
important step although there are reasons to be-
lieve that its consumption has not stopped yet. The
decision to phase out two-stroke engines, the ma-
jor air-pollutant, was a step in the right direction
but the five-year time frame for it was not. Then
there was the plan for conversion of two-stroke en-
gines into four-stroke ones; but here again, the im-
plementation looks a far cry. Basically, we know
the source of air pollution, yet we have not done
anything to do away with it.
We hope the High Court directive would bring
about a change in the overall situation. Inclusion
of the Bangladesh Auto-rickshaw Business Owners'
Association in the respondents’ list of the show
cause along with regulatory and enforcement or-
gans of the state certainly speaks.of prudence.
However, ultimately, the government must bear
the responsibility for the damage being caused to
public health by air pollution.

Scandalous Embezzlement

T HE Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Estimates has detected a number of ir-
regularities, one of which being centred on embez-
zlement of about 200 million taka in the procure-
ment of paper for printing primary school text
books by the National Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB). The NCTB went on a tangent from
the very start — right from the time of floating the
tenders. Out of 16 companies which responded to
the tender notice in 1996 for more than eight thou-
sand tonnes of paper M/S Rusell Co-Ltd. (RCL) was

selected for the supply as the lowest bidder and also
for having agreed to supply water-mark printed

did not comply with. Furthermore they billed for
one-third more than their quoted price and got
away with the money causing an additional expen-
diture of about 130 million taka and that too sup-
plying

flunked in complying fully with it.

o are responsible for this mess.

paper as per specifications which ultimately they

around 233 tonnes less than the ordered
8630 tonnes. The same firm was again the lowest
bidder for supplying three thousand tonnes in 1998
but on being favoured again with a work order they

The Primary and Mass Education Directorate
had imposed the condition on NCTB for the water-
print on the paper but accepted books printed on,
paper without the mark. This is intriguing as is the
full payment made to the supplier without receiv-
ing the full consignment. The estimate committee
felt that had there been no clause for water-print
on the paper many others would have competed in
the tender and it could be bought at a much cheaper
rate. We stronﬁly suggest that action be taken

agalnst those w

-
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HE Indian consy lias
become king! | i the
just-announced cxport-
and-import policy, he/she can
smoke Davidofl cigars, eat
Russian caviar, wear Mikimoto
pearls and use Waterford
crystal.... Our Chattering
Classes can import all the

clnthln%. kitchenware and
electrical goods they eye on our
70-plus channels.

hey can even import full-
fat milk, coffee, dog-food, exotle
vegetables and fruits, and wheat
and rice. They can now live like
true foreigners here. Only the
air they breathe and the water
they consume (after purifica-
tion) need be Indian.

That is the direction Mr
Murasoll Maran Is giving to our
Exim policy by removing quan-
titative restrictions on 714
items In kKeeping with a deal
made with the US on abolishing
quantitative restrictions in De-
cember—well ahead of
GATT/WTO obligations. His
explanation for doing this Is
bland and arrogant: "We are
now a confident, resurgent In-
dia... we need not bother about...
QRs."

Clearly, the post-Clinton
hype of “resurgent” India being
one of the world's 10 fastest-

rowing economies has made
r Maran blind to robust reali-
ties—despite the stockmarket
bubble bursting. India is among
the lowest 40 in UN Human De-

velopment ranking. Sixty per
cent of Indians have less than

OPINION

Blind-alley ‘Shortcut’ to Growth

failed miserably in the country that produces the world’s b

81 a day to spend. Over 50 mil-
lion people sank below the
poverty line in the past decade.

Caviar, smoked ham and
Waterford crystal are signifl-
cant for 0.1 per cent of the popu-
lation. SucECImpurts have no
larger spinoffs or forward link-
ages in our economy.

However, for the likes of Mr
Maran, India is not a country of
one billlon humans, but the
world’'s “third largest investor
base... with 20 million share-
holders, 9,000 listed compa-
nies, 23 stock exchanges...”" 510
billion in foreign direct in-
vestment s absolutely
“eritical” for this India’'s
growth,

This defies reality. FDI into
India has never even equalled
one per cent of GDP, or $3.5 bil-
llon. And yet, every Prime
Minister and every chief minis-
ter goes abroad begging for FDI.
FDI flows this year are falling
and likely to be about $ 3 bil-
lion. The FDI mantra |Is
chanted although half the in-
vestment goes into paper trans-
actions.

Now, Mr Maran has added a
“caviar® dimension to the

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

MacCulture is not the way ahead for us. That way can only lie in addressing our people’s needs,
providing food, income a{md el:nploymeut security, and reducing inequalities. Our current policies
will take us in the opposite direction and vastly increase social cleavages. Caviar capitalism has

search for shortcuts to growth.
His policy will jeopardise many
Indian livelthoods through
predatory trade practices on the
Bnrt of lforeign exporters. In the

S, there is no market for
chicken legs, only for breasts.
Legs, an Indian favourite, will
be imported at Rs. 16 per kg—
aga‘l}:asl our domestic price of

One need not shed too many
tears for India's poultry Indus-
try. But what about the milllons
n?,snmll farmers being ruined
by rice or wheat Imports?
S{ould food security not come
before “free” trade?

Mr Maran, like Mr Yash-
want Sinha, believes that our
economic growth should be
"export-led”. One of the two
main Instruments for achiev-
ing this is “thrust areas™: gems
and jewellery, leather, gar-
ments, pharmaceuticals and
agro-chemicals. Lest you
thought that “resurgent” India's
new growth areas are going to be
technology-intensive, we are
still going to be exploiting
cheap labour and low skills,

The second instrument of
export-led growth will be Chi-

nese-style special economic
zones (SEZs), “free-market” en-
claves, where there will be free
movement of goods and most
Indian laws won't apply. Two
new SEZs will be created and
four existing zones will be up-
raded, including SEEPZ in

umbal.

However, SEZs have not
proved effective motors of ex-
port promotion anywhere. 1LO-
sponsored studies show that the
“Success” of most such zones—
in the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thalland, Indonesia or South
Korea—is very limited and
based on undesirable practices
such as absence of labour pro-
tection, smashing of unions,
inhuman working conditions
(e.g. toy factory Infernos killing
hundreds of locked-up workers

in China and Thaitland).

In China, SEZs function
largely as export platforms for
cheap labour-based production.
India’s export processing zones
(EPZs) are a story of appallin
working conditions ancf of falﬁ
ures, only temporarily relieved
by generous state doleouts.
SEEPZ Is now successful—not
as an electronles export zone,

est caviar—Russia, It is doomed here too.

but as a computer soffware base,

which happens to be located at
Santa Cruz.

SEZs can't be magically
more successful than EPZs. Bul
our neo-liberals contradicto-
rily advocate “free market”
laissez faire, and deliberate ex-
port promotion simultane-
ously. They are gulilty of three
big errors.

They forget that historically,
market forces alone have never

roduced real developiment or
alanced growth. Typically,
state Intervention, including
protection of nascent industry,
IS necessary to spur growth,
push investment into capital-
poor areas, and discipline
capital.

The first theorem of devel-
opment economics established
b{ Amartya Sen is that growth
alone cannot abolish mass-
scale poverty and deprivation,
Public action is indispensable.

Second, there are no path-
ways to rapid growth whicgl by-
pass the vast majority and con-
centrate on small enclaves or
soclal groups. That's the road
that some East Asian “miracle”
economies took—to disastrous
effect, as the Great Crash two

years ago showed.

Third, no amoupy
“MacDonaldisation” a_,_ re.
lfance upon consumerigt.gr.
ented FDI) will broadej req
consumer choice or bring y,
new technology. It cannot pre,.
mote healthy growth,

On this, the evidence (g
overwhelming. Chemicaliged
junk food has deforested the
Amazon basin, and degraded
public taste and quality of nu-
trittion. MacDonald’s commits
uncompetitive, anti-union and
market-domineering practices.
In country after country, it has
manipulated people’s—espe-
clally children’s—tastes,

In Japan, it miniaturised the
hamburger to make it resemble
highly-valued sushi(. And in
India, it is launching highl
unethical advertisements dj-
rected at five-year-olds, in-
tended to “prove” that burgers
improve self-confidence and
academic performance!

MacCulture is not the way
ahead for us. That way can only
lie in addressing our people’s
needs, providing food, income
and employment security, and
reducing inequalities. Our cur-
rent policies will take us in the
opposite direction and vastly
increase socjal cleavages

Caviar capitalism has fafled

miserably in the country that

produces the world's best
caviar—-Russia. It I1s doomed
here too.

Row over Naming : Quest for Root Causes

OBODY will probably
deny that the row over
naming the halls of Shah

Jalal University of Science and
Technology has touched off a
crisis mark.

To understand the problemm
one is to carefully weigh certain
geo-political factors of the dis-
trict of Sylhet together with the
specialities of Shah Jalal Uni-
versity. Firstly, the land of
Svlhet has produced a host of
political leaders. But they seemn
to be oversensitive about their
sphere of influence, intolerant
of interference by anybody else
in their domains. It seems a
sort of proprietary attitude has
worked up in their mind.
Chronic personality clash has
vitiated the atmosphere and
destroyed peace and tranquil-
lity of the locality.

Secondly, the district takes
pride in, and preference over
sister districts of the country,
being the abode of hundreds ol
saints and spiritual leaders
headed by Hajrat Shah.Jalal.

There are interested quarters at

hand who-are omnr their toes o
provoke this sentiment of the
people under the cloak of
achieving petty personal and
parochial gains. Understand-
ably the people of Sylhet are no
fool to fail to guess the trick of
the interested quarters. But sen-
timents particularly those as-
sociated with religious and
spiritual matters do not neces-
sarily stand by the canon of
logic.

Thirdly, as some allege, the
'fundamentalists’ have report-
edly built up in the north-east a
belt of predominance which in-
cludes the district of Sylhet.

Fourthly, Shah Jalal uni-
versity has stood out as an ex-
ception compared to the viti-
ated environment of sister in-
stitutions across the country. It
was free from session jam, un-
healthy student politics, class
boycott, rowdyism etc. The uni-
versity is learnt to have pos-
sessed costly updated science
equipment to groom the taught
to face the challenges of time. It
is no wonder that the vested
interests that have already
gripped almost all the premier
universities of the country viz
those in Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chit-
tagong and even the BUET, can
hardly spare Shah Jalal Uni-
versity to remain away from
their control.

As the crisis of Shah Jalal
University Is deepening the

question that agitates our mind
is what are the root causes of
this lingering crisis. Below is
an attempt to sort out some of
them :

Firstly, it is a matter of
grave concern that instead of
forging unity the nation has
sone sharply divided. Starting
rom political parties the
schism has trickled down to all
segments and tiers of society.
Wherever you go whomever you
tap you will hear the same song
of discord and vendetta. No
community of the society can
claim to be immune from this
malaise. It is but very natural
that the same sinister division
is witnessed among Shah Jalal
University authorities, teach-
ers and students, more so
among the political leaders and
their disciples of Sylhet. Divi-
sion has become our creed. De-
struction our passion.

Secondly, who doesn't know
that difference of opinion is the
essence,. of democracy? But it
certainly _em*isages difference
of that sort base
and committed to the weal o
the people. On the other hand
difference must be expressed
firmly but politely with utmost
respect for and tolerance to oth-
ers' views. Unfortunately our
country faces just the reverse of
expectations. Here difference is
divorced from any will to de-
liver good to the people. It is
expressed in most lethal, often
vulgar, vocabulary leading to a
game of mutual character as-
sassination and physical ex-
termination. Aren’'t the mutu-
ally opposed groups of Shah
Jalal University, political
leaders and people of Sylhet, af-
ter blowing enough fanfare of
heroilcs, waliting for the Kill of
one another’'s opponents?

Thirdly, wielding maximum
political powers having mini-
mum respect for ethics is dan-
gt:rm:&s. It is alleged that the

peaker of the Assembly hav-
ing failed to name a hall of
Shah Jalal University after
him or in lieu his mother, set
his hand to fanning the cheap
regional sentiments of the peo-
ple of Sylhet on one hand and
on the other secretly joined
hands with the fascist funda-
mentalists to foil the decision
of naming halls.

Fourthly, ineffectiveness
and indifference of the govern-
ment machinery to curb the
miscreants have aggravated the
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Unforgivable

Sir, The information de-
rived from your editorial "De-
faulters from Within" published
on April 1, 2000, Is staggering.
It said that subscribers owe
Bangladesh T&T Board a sum of
Taka 642 crores, the defaulters
include government, semi-gov-
ernment and private organisa-
tions. And individual default-
ers are the present and former
MPs of the JS who owe the
Board Taka 6.86 crore. It is just
unbelievable, lawmakers in the
role of law-breakers?

For a single unpaid bill of a
negligible sum, T&T does not
hesitate to disconnect the tele-
phone lines of general sub-
scribers, sometimes even with-
out giving prior notice but how
the telephones of those MPs
remain in service when they
owe such a huge amount to the
Board?

We hope the government will
take necessary steps to realise
the money owed by MPs who
has set an objectionable exam-

le. The members of the par-
jament get Taka 4000 per
month as a telephone al-
lowance, so if Instructions are

ven by the government, the al-
owance of the defaulter MPs
may be pald to the T&T Board.

We hope In this way the prob-
lem uPunpald bills would be
solved.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Open defence
policy
Sir, The dally Prothom Alo

deserves a pal for organising

the first ever public roundtable

on defence policy. The response
was surprisingly enthusiastic,
perhaps due to the reason that
such public platforms for venti-
lating thoughts on defence were
not available before to the pub-
lic at large. Let this precedence
prosper.

The government may be em-
barrassed to note the breadth
and depth of the criticism lev-
eled at governance at the policy-
making level. Even the top mil-
itary retired officers admitted if
there were any defence policy in
the cabinet, it was not known to
them, The bug is again is the
same: lack of transparency in
democratic governments. Pub-
lication of a white paper is a
rightful demand.

The ruling politicians are
soft towards the military estab-
liIshment, perhaps due to past
military takeovers. Policy is
open, strategies are secret. This
lopsided po lci,/ is reflected at
the lower level in the unusual
restrictions to visitors to the
Dhaka Cantt,

The political rulers have to
respond to the bitter truths ex-
posed at this roundtable, either
through parliament, or through
yublie fora. Agaln and again we
ace another bitter pill: the lack
of moral courage in political
leadership. There Is a tendency
to go for cheap, ad hoec popular-
ity with backneyed schemes
and rhetorics. Our myopic po-
litical culture must be shat-
tered.

Civillans should control the
defence policy, as politics Is
controlled by the will of the
people,

A Husnain
Dhaka

by A R Shamsul Islam

problem. Rowdyism occurred
one after another on the cam-
pus but on most occasions the
law-enforeing agency kept mum
Fh’in maximum latitude to the
10odlums who became insolent
and desperate drifting beyond
anybody's control. As the gov-
erniment loses sight of the truth
of "nipping in the bud” it later

falls short of braving the evil
products fed on its (government)

own indulgence.

Fifthly, it is noted with con-
cern that the present pro-liber-
ation government has let its
stand against fundamentalism'’
dilute. This has enormously
helped the reactionary ele-
ments grow up and throw down
the gauntlet to the liberal
forces. A reign of terror has
been let loose by the 'funda-
mentalists’ on the campus of
Shah Jalal University before
the very nose of the government
that has dismally failed to con-
trol the situation. . | : ‘

Sixthly, almost all govern-
ments of Bangladesh, excepting
the caretaker ones, but particu-
larly the last two ones, are ac-
cused of pursuing politicisation
of institutions and establish-
ments. Under the process educa-
tional institutions, particu-
larly those of higher echelon,
practically stand overrun by

belligerent student politics by
and large controlled and com-
manded by outside forces. Even
the teachers of the educational
institutions including the uni-
versities are wooed and cooed to
come overtly or covertly into
the fold of national partisan
politics. It Is alleged that the VC
of Shah Jalal University, de-
spite being a liberal and lovable
personality, showed unneces-
sary haste and over enthusjasm
to perform formalities in
naming the university halls the
construction works of some of
which have not yet been taken
in hand.

Seventhly, it is agreed by all
that lack of accountability of
the law-enforcing agency has
lavishly contribute to the
breakdown of the law and order
situation across the country. It
is alleged that amidst the exist-
ing turmolil in Shah Jalal Uni-
versity the, police has worked
the way it has been briefed by
the ruling party. But the ruling
party should remember that the
police moves around more ac-
cording to its own calculated
design that becomes easlier to
achieve as the government hav-
ing tried to use the police has
rendered it (police) less answer-
able to the government for its
(police) activities. In fact police

is never people's police, only
sometimes ruling party's police
and most times police's police.
Eighthly, it is reported that
the agenda of naming the halls
of Shah Jalal University went
somehow smooth till Shaheed-
mother Jahanara Imam's name
was approved for naming a
hall. If that be really so the con-
troversy assuines a newer sig-

nificance. Late Jahanara limam
was the founder of "Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee”
(Committee for wiping out the
killers and collaborators). She
is widely acclaimed as a symbol
of Liberation War of 1971 and
votary of punishing the killers
and collaborators who joined
hands with the occupation
forces. To the anti-liberation
forces she was probably the
most feared and disliked per-
sonality. They cannot stand a
hall being named after her. In
one way it is a pointer to what a
bigger hand the anti-liberation
forces have had in the naming-
crisis of Shah Jalal University

~and how much of strength they

have gathered to try to negate
the decision of'Shah Jalal Uni-
versity authority. They are
hell-bent upon reversing the
course of history as it played in
the Liberation War of 1971.
This diabolical design is apt to
precipitate crises of massive
magnitudes that the people of
Bangladesh cannot possibly

avoid to face.

Ninthly, In the crisis of
Shah Jalal University the same
tragedy of lack of conscience of
the nation (s manifest. Vandal-
Ism of all descriptions has been
perpetrated on and off the cam-
pus. Teachers were assaulted,
death-sentence all:ged to have
been issued by the fundamen-
talist' groups was served on
them, university buildings and
property, teachers' residences,
cars etc. were smashed and
torched. Of course protests and
condemnations against these
atrocities came but these were
not so deep and wide-ranged as
could shake the perpetrators. In
a sense the entire nation more
or less pathetically stood as
mute spectators. As another
wake-up call, a top novelist and
screen-playwright recently ob-
served ‘a day-long family-lim-
ited hunger strike at the
threshold of Shah Jalal Uni-
versity to register a silent — but
resonant with emphatic mute
messages — protest against the
ugly incidents at Shah Jalal
University'and heé urged upon
the authorities to resume
classes of the university. Unfor-
tunately till now there is no in-
dication that the sleeping con-
science of the nation will wake
up.
The writer is retired Princi-

pal of Govt Mohila College,
Pabna.
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Establishment of Six New Agricultural and 12
Science and Technology Varsities

The government has decided
to facilitate the advancement of
scientific and technological
higher education including
computer technology at the
university level. The Prime
Minister and the Education
Minister took executive deci-
sion in the cabinet to establish
12 Science and Technology
Universities of a smaller nature
in the greater districts where
there is no university. The
greater districts are: Dinajpur,
Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Jessore,
Faridpur, Patuakhali, Barisal,
Comilla, Noakhalli and Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts.

The government further de-
cided to establish six universi-
ties in the first phase during the
1997-2002 period. The Ministry
of Education advised the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) to prepare the Project
Concept Paper (PCP) i.e. devel-
opment scheme for funding
from the education sub-sector
of the Planning Commission.
Accordin}glv a combined single
scheme (PCP) was prepared and
was approved in an ECNEC
meetin%}lpreslded over by the
Prime Minister on December
18,1997. The scheme (PCP) had
a provision for Taka 90 crore
with Taka 15 crore for each of
the six universities. Each uni-
versity would comprise of five
faculties viz, physical science,
life science, agriculture and
mineral science, social sclence
and applied sclence and tech-
nologies.

According to ECNEC deci-
sion all these six universities
would be established as com-
plete entities with provision ol
300 students' enrollment. There
is no provision in the approved
scheme to convert Dinajpur
Ha|]l Mohammad Danesh Agri-
culture College and Patuakhali
Agriculture College into Science
and Technolo Universities,
In the ECNEC decision there are
provisions to acquire 50 acres
of land for each university and
there is no provision to acquire
land for the establishment of
experimental agriculture farm
(field laboratory) for the practi-
cal training of the students of
the faculty of agriculture.

It is learnt that during the
implementation stage the polit-
ical leaders of Patuakhall and
Dinajpur districts informed the
authority concerned that con-
version of these two agriculture
colleges Into Science and Tech-
nology Universities will not in-
volve acquisition of agricul-
tural Iunj. It is further learnt
that the authority being con-
vinced of the saild proposals

took decision to convert Dina-

Syed Merajul Hossain

jpur and Patuakhali agriculture
colleges into Science and Tech-
nology Universities without re-
ferring the issue to the parlia-
mentary standing committees
concerned (Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Ministry of Education).

Even a revised PCP merging the
two agriculture colleges has not
yet been approved by the
ECNEC.

As per executive decision of
the authority concerned the
Ministry of Education told the
Ministry of Agriculture to hand
over Dinajpur and Patuakhali
agriculture colleges to the Min-
istry of Education in June,
1999. Accordingly, Ministry of
Agriculture (BARI) handed over
Dinajpur Agriculture College to
the Ministry of Education on
September 6, 1999 and there-
after the Prime Minister laid
the foundation of Dinajpur Haji
Mohd Danesh Science and
Technology University in the
campus of the college. Patu-
akhali Agriculture College was
also transferred to the Ministry
of Education on October 17,
1999.

But Ministry of Education,
through an administrative or-
der dated November 11, 1999,
returned the said two agricul-
ture colleges back to the Min-
istry of Agriculture for smooth
running of financial, adminis-
trative and academic affairs of
the institutions by the Ministry
of Agriculture (BARI) till the
full functioning of Dinajpur
and Patuakhali Science and
Technology Universities after
the enactment of the respective
University Law(s). It is learnt
that IPGMR under DG, health
services was upgraded and made
into a full-fledged Medical Uni-
versity after enactment of law
even under the same Ministry
of Health and Family Planning.
It is very logical to run the
Medical Varsity under the Min-
istry of Health along with at-
tached hospital services for the
public.

It is to be mentioned here
that the Qudrat-e-Khuda Educa-
tion Commission (1974), the
present Education Policy
Commission (1997) and the Na-
tional Agriculture Commission
(1999) formed by Awaml League
governments strunglgr recom-
mended the establishment of
six agriculture universities in
six divisions of the country by
both establishing new ones and
upgrading the existing agricul-
ture mll:lges as the case may be.

It is also learnt that the agri-
culture experts of the country

have strongly opposed the con-
version of the said agriculture
colleges into science and tech-
nology universities and also
opposed the opening of agricul-
ture faculty in the proposed sci-
ence and technology universi-
ties. Bangladesh Agriculture
Institute (BAI) former students'
association under the leader-
ship of its president Mr M M
Zaman, former Agriculture
Minister and Cabinet Secretary
submitted a memorandum to
the Prime Minister on Decein-
ber 9. 1999 requesting her to

review the recent goverument
decision and urged upon the

governnient to upgrade Dina-
jpur Haji Mohd Danesh Agri-
culture College and Patuakhali
Agriculture College into Agri-
culture Universities in Ra-
jshahi and Barisal divisions
respectively. They have re-
quested to establish the Science
and Technology University in
separate campuses as per pro-

«vision of the ECNEC-approved

scheme in the greater Dinajpur
and Patuakhali districts. They
have further demanded to up-

rade Bangladesh Agriculture
ﬁistilute. haka into Sher-e-
Bangla Agriculture University
and establish three new agricul-
ture universities in Khulna,
Chittagong and Sylhet divi-
sions.

The aegriculture experts fur-
ther ur upon the PM to adopt
the model of either American or
Indian agriculture universities,
integrating teaching, research,
extension services and farmers'
training, attached to the Min-
istry of Agriculture.

Moreover, conversion of Di-
najpur Agriculture College into
Science and Technology Uni-
versity will not help save land
because the present 45 acres
have been completely utilised
for construction purposes to
meet the requirement of Haji
Danesh Agriculture College as
well as for the proposed Agri-
culture, faculty of Dinajpur Sci-
ence and Tech Varsity. Similar
situation prevails in the cam-
gs of Patuakhali Agriculture

llege. So it would be more log-
ical to upgrade these two agri-
culture colleges into two sepa-
rate agriculture varsities as |t
has been done in the case of In-
stitute of Postgraduate Studies
in :\ﬁriml]turc (IPSA) in greater
Dhaka district (Gazipur) turn-

ing it into Bangabandhu Agri-
culture Varsity. Sylhet Veteri-
nary College may
as a University of Veterinary
Medicine. Only a completely
new agriculture varsity is to be

e upgraded

established in Khulna division
(Jessore), while the oldest agri-
culture college in Dhaka is to be
upgraded as Sher-e-Bangla
Agriculture Varsity in Dha
division.

Several agriculture experts
opined that the proposed agri-
culture university of Chittagon
division should be establis ef
in greater Noakhali district by
using the campus and infras-
tructure of Noakhali Agricul-
ture Training Institute, Be -
ganj as it was done by utilising
the facilities of Dinajpur Agri-
culture Training Institute for
establishment of Haji Md
Danesh Agriculture College in
1988.

In a meeting of Thakurgaon
Science and Technology Uni-
versity and Dinajpur Haji Md
Danesh Agriculture University
Implementation Committee,
held on February 23, 2000 the
demands of the BAI former Stu-
dents Association 'to upgrade
Haji Danesh Agriculture Col-
lege and Patuakhali Agriculture
College into Agriculture Uni-
versities attached to the Min-
istry of Agriculture were fully
endorsed along with other de-
mands as well. The meeting fur-
ther reiterated its previous de-
mand to establish the Science
and Technology University as
approved by ECNEC and com-
mitted to by the Prime Minister
(February 28, 1999) for the
reater Dinajpur district in the
allow lands of Thakurgaon
Sugar Mills farms, for the ad-
vancement of scientific educa-
tion and research in the back-

ward greater Dinajpur district,

Thakurgaon Is most centrally
located among the three dis-
tricts of greater Dinajpur with
sood rail, road and air commu-
nications.

Thus the kind attention of
the Prime Minister, Education
Minister, Agriculture Minister,
Science and Tech Minister.
Planning Minister, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minis-
ter, Chairmen and members of
the National Education Policy
Committee (1997) and National
Agriculture Commission (1999)
and Chairman and members of
UGC is drawn for favourable
consideration of the sugges-
tions for the advancement of
agriculture education, research
and extension service and sci-
nce and technology education
nd research in the country.

The writer is Member See-
retary, Thakurgaon Science
and Tech University and Dina-
Jpur Haji Md Danesh Agril Uni-

versity Implementat m-
mittee, g o Sel




