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Malaysian state
passes law
against deviant

teachings

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 9: A
remote northern state has be-
come the first in Malaysia to
impose a law to curb deviant
teachings among Muslims by
detaining offenders in rehabili-
tation centres, newspapers re-
ported on Sunday, says AP.

The Perlis state assembly
passed the Islamiah Faith Pro-
tection Bill 2000 on Saturday,
empowering Islamic courts in
the state to prosecute Muslims
who practice or spread deviant
teachings, The Sun and Sunday
Star newspapers reported.

Those found guilty will be
detained for up to a year at spe-
cial rehabilitation centres, the
national Bernama news agency
said.

There is only one such centre
in Malaysia, but another will be
built soon in Perlis, on the
northern border with Thailand.

Perlis chief Minister Shahi-
dan Kassim, quoted by local
media. denied that the nw was
passed to “trap® opposition
politicians whowm the govern-
ment has accused of abusing Is-
lam for their own political pur-
poses.

"Let us all support the Bill to
protect the purity of Islam.”
Shahidan was quoted as saying
by the Sunday Star.

Government leaders have
singled out the opposition Pan-
Malaysian Islamic Party, or
PAS, for allegedly promising a
place in heaven for Muslims in
the country who support the
party. PAS has denied such
claims.

Malaysia grants
school powers

to check crimes

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 9:
Malaysian school principals
will be given more administra-
tive powers to combat rising
gangsterism and criminal ac-
tivities in schools, reports said
today, says AFP.

The Star newspaper quoted
Deputy Prime Minister Abdul-
lah Ahmad Badawi as saying
that the problem was serious
and headmasters need to be
given adequate powers to help
check crime in schools.

Abdullah said he was con-
cerned at how gangsterism had
proliferated to the level that
some teachers were afraid to
discipline rowdy students for
fear of reprisals while some
students stayed away f{rom
schools for fear of bullies.

"] am worried. We cannot
wait for the problem to become
big before we say it is serious ...
it can spread until it becomes
difficult to fight,” he was quoted
as saying by the New Straits

yTimes. & _
|ﬂ Abdullah did not efaborafe
ron the powers that would be

given to school heads but said
police and the education min-
istry were now discussing the
matter.

Shukor Abdullah, director-
general in the education min-
istry, said school heads cur-
rently had “administrative
powers” which allowed them to

expel students involved in
criminal cases.
But sacking students would

not help resolve gangsterisin,
he said, adding that it would be
better to rehabilitate and teach
them good morals.
The New Straits Times said a
counselling programme, in-
cluding motivational and reli-
E,lmls talks, had been planned
y police for some 500 problem
students from 39 schools in
Kuala Lampur.
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World powers fail to set deadline

OTSU, Japan, Apr 9: Envi-
ronment ministers from the
Group of Eight powers agreed
today to take the initiative to
curb global warming. but failed
to set a common deadline, re-
ports AFP,

Ministers from the G8 --
Britain, Canada, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, Russia and
the United States -- ended a
three-day meeting in the west-
ern Japanese city of Otsu, near
Kyoto, with no major protest.

"We realfirm our responsi-
bilities to take the lead in com-
bating climate change," a joint
communiqué said.

The ministers agreed to rat-
ify the December 1997 Kyoto
protocol "as soon as possible”
after the sixth meeting on Cli-
mate Change (COP 06) which
will take place in The Hague
(Netherlands) in November. The
protocol was adopted by 159
countries to cut emissions ol
ﬁn-cnlmuse gases such as car-

on dioxide which trap the
earth’'s heat,

But facing opposition from
the United States and Canada,
the GS members failed to set a

specilic deadline.

‘We confirm our coimmit-
ment to ensure that results
achieved at COP 06 help pro-
mote the ratification and entry
of force of the Kyoto protocol as
soon as possible,” the commu-
niqué sald.

"For most countries, this
means no later than 2002." il
sald, stopping short of naming

all the G8 members.
While Japan and European

nations wanted to fmpose a
deadline of 2002 for countries
to ratify the protocol and make
it legally binding, the United
States and Canada were opposed
to setting time constraints.
"Our differences were minor
and our gtmla Are common
Michael McCahe. deputy ad-
ministrator ol the US Envi-
ronent Protection Agency,
lnhH‘u nm}w. collerence, ;

e Clinton administration
has backed “the ratification as
sooir as possible,” but has faced
difficulties in gaining support
in Congress, McCabe said.

Jurgen Trittin, German min-
ister for the environment, told
the same conlerence: "The rati-

to curb global warming

fication will be a very lmpor-
tant step ahead.”

Under the protocol, devel-
oped countries will have to
sﬁuw that by the target period
2008-2012 they have reduced
greenhouse gas output by 5.2 per
cent on average from 1990 lev-
els,

The protocol would lose
much of its meaning without
the United States, which ac-
counts for about a third of the
world's greenhouse gas output,
experts said.

None of the developed coun-
tries has yet ratified the Kyoto
Protocol, although France IS
expected to be the first after get-
ing approval Wednesday [rom
the national assembly.

"Climate change Is an un-
precedented challenge and crit-
fcal environmental issue lacing
humankind,” the joint state-
ment said. ,

“The world has experienced
severe and unusual weather
consistent with many projec-
tions of the future impacts of
climate change," it said.

“Temperatures in the 1990s
ranked amongst the highest on

record and many parts of the
world experienced unusually
severe droughts, floods and
storms,” it said.

Signatories to the Kyoto Pro-
tocol are scheduled to meet In
The Hague in November to dis-
cuss concrete measures to cut
their production of greenhouse
gases, blamed for global warm-
ing.

gﬁcientists say that even |f
the protocol Is fully imple-
mented, decades will pass be-
fore the emission cuts take ef-
fect, as there is still so much gas
in the atmosphere acting as a
blanket that retains solar heal.

They say a gradual warming
of the earth Is inevitable, lead-
ing to a possibly catastrophic
rise In sea levels and changes in
local climates.

The G8 ministers remained
divided over a candidate city to
host the planned 2002 Earth
Summit, a meeting official
said,

Japan insists it should be
held in Asla, while Europe
backs an African summit. The
previous meeting was held in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992,

The il Sar 9

Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh listens to the opening speech by Colombian Pres-
ident Andres Pastrana during the inauguration of the 12th meeting of foreign ministers
of non-aligned nations in Cartagena, Colombia, on Saturday.

— AFP photo

Police warn Anwar supporters
to cancel protest rally

KUALA LUMPUR, Apr ) Po-
lice in the Malaysian capital
have warned supporters of
jailed politician Anwar
[brahim to abandon plans lor a
rally to mark the first anniver-
sary of his conviction,
Malayvsian media reports said
Sunday, reports AP.

Hoping to spark a fresh wave
of anti-government protests,
leaders of the opposition Na-
tional Justice Party say they
will march with tens of thou-
sands of Malaysians to the
king's palace on April 15. The
party is led by Anwar's wife, Az-
izah Ismail.

City police chief Kamarud-
din Ali, quoted by the Sunday
Star and New Sunday Times
newspapers, said the organisers
of the planned protest risked
being arrested and charged un-
der the Sedition Act.

"To avoid any untoward in-
cident, we urge the organisers to

call off the gathering and flor
the people to stay away,” Ka-
maruddin told reporters Satur-
day.

“*Those who organise or in-
cite others to participate in
such a gathering will face court
action," he said.

Authorities last month drew
reproach from international
and local human rights f{rou]'}a
when they issued an indefinite
ban on outdoor public rallies in
Kuala Lumpur.

On Sunday, Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad accused
the opposition of trying to
hatch new dissension.

“They are ready to beat up
the police, they want to carry
weapons and sticks,” Mahathir
was quoted as saying by the na-
tional Bernama news agency.

Police on Sunday also broke
up a crowd of more than 100
people who had gathered on the
outskirts of Kuala Lumpur to

listenn to speeches by Anwar's
wile Azizah and other opposi-
tion leaders.

The leaders told the crowd
they would defy authorities and
proceed with this Saturday’s
rally.

Street demonstrations
shook the usually placid
Malaysian capital for the first
time after Anwar was fired as
deputy prime minister iIn
September 1998 and arrested by
police.

Anwar was subsequently
convicled of abuse of power and
sentenced to six years i prison
on April 14 last year He is now
on trial on charges ol sodomy. o
crime in mainly Muslim
Malaysia for which the maxi-
mum penalty upon conviction
is 20 years in jail.

Anwar says he was framed
by his political enemies who
wanted to prevent him from
succeeding Mahathir.
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Hanoi's Conservatory students play
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traditional Vietnamese instruments during the open-
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ing ceremony of a 12-day long Franco-Vietnamese Cultural festival held in central Viet-
nam on Saturday. Hundreds of French and Vietnamese artists such as dancers, singers,
circus performers and acrobats will take part in the festival which is attracting large

numbers of tourists.
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Russia seizes Japanese boats:

Two Japanese trawlers have been seized by the Russian coast
ﬁuard in the northern Sea of Okhotsk on suspicion of illegal
5]1111% a Japanese maritime official said Sunday, AP reports

The captured boats arrived Saturday in Petropavlovsk-
\ Kamchatka Peninsula,
Akiyama, an official at the Maritime Safety Agency's Second
Regional Maritime Safety Headquarters.

uake rattles Indonesia: 1.

intense undersea earthquake with an estimated magnitude of
5.4 has rattled central Indonesia, the Meteorology and

said Mitsuru

Geophysics Agency sald Sunday, AP reports from Jakarta,
There were no immedlate reports of damage or casualties.

The tremor, recorded at 11:28 pm (2128 BS

Saturday, was

centered off the northwest coast of the island of Sulawesi about
230 km north of Palu, said Dany, an official at the agency's

Jakarta office.

Rebels capture

Leftist

Colombian police chief:

uerillas captured a top Colombian police officlal and
three officers after their helicopter was shot down, killing

three

other officers earlier in the week, police said Saturday, AFP

reports from Bogota.

Lieutenant Colonel Alvaro Leon Acosta, head of police in the

Tulua r=»

glon of del Valle province, is the highest ranking

official . aptured by FARC, which has taken some 300 police and
soldiers as prisoners over the last three years, Colombian
police sald In a statement. The helicopter was on an anti-drug
trafficking patrol Wednesday In the mountainous Tulua region

of southwestern Colombla — some 430 km from Bogota

rebels shot it down.

former pri minister,

National- Assembly on Sunday

when

] SPeakEl‘ t‘E-Eleded: Saadun Hammadl, a
ne

was re-elected speaker of Iraq's

following the parliamentary

polls of March 27, officials sald, AFP reports from Baghdad

The Shiite Muslim, standing as the sole candidale,

¥
Wl Ell

absolute majority in the 250-seat assembly, which is made up
mostly of members of President Saddam Husseln's lHaath parly.

The US-educated economist.

who has held several Key posts

mcluding foreign and oil minister, was born in 1930,

L L]
Singapore PM leaves for China:
pore’'s Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong
Sunday, the first leg of a foreign trip that will also take him to
Hong Kong. AP reports from Singapore.

Goh was accompanied by senior ministers and a business
delegation, a statement from the
China, Goh will meet with President Jiang Zemin and Prime
i. He will also travel to the cities of Xian,
Qingdao and Shanghai. In Hong Kong, Goh will give the
re Chamber of Commerce Southeast Asia Lecture, He

will also meet with Chief Executive Tung
his first visit to Hong Kong since the July 1997 handover to

AFP photo

Clinton to meet Barak,
Arafat separately

WASHINGTON, Apr 9: US
President Bill Clinton will meet
in Washington with Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak on
Tuesday and Palestinian leader
Yeasser Arafat on April 20, the
White House said Saturday, re-
ports AFP.

"President Clinton has in-
vited Prime Minister Barak to
meet with him on Tuesday,
April 11 and Chairman Arafat
to meet with him on Thursday.
April 20," saild a White House
statement issued in New Or-
leans, Loulsiana, where Clinton
was travelling.

"Secretary (Madeleine) Al-
bright will also be holding
meetings with the two leaders.
These separate consultations
are part of the United States’
continuing efforts to reach
Arab-Israeli peace,” the state-

ment said.
Clinton and Barak "will dis-

_cuss efforts to accelerate and in-

tensify the ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations in or-
der to reach a framework
agreement as soon as possible
and conclude an agreement on
all permanent status issues by
September 13, 2000,"the state-
ment said.

"The two leaders will also
discuss the status of the Syrian
track in the aftermath of the
president’'s meeting with Presi-
dent (Hafez) Assad and Israel’s

decision to withdraw from
Lebanon by July 2000.°
President Clinton met with

his Syrian counterpart on
March 26 in Geneva in an effort
to relaunch fafled Israeli-Syr-
fan peace negotiations that
broke off January 10,

Emergency in Bolivia

LA PAZ, Apr 9: Bolivia's gos
ernment declared a state ol
ciergency Saturday to quell
unrest in this Andean nation,
but the move only angered
protesters further and sparked
new clashes with authorities,
reports AFP.

Renewed clashes between
demonstrators protesting a wa-
ter prn‘]t:cl in the central city ol
Cochabamba left two people
dead and an estimated 25 in-
jured.

The 90-day state of emer-

ency, which gives President
lngo Banzer special powers to
deal with the crisis, was de-
clared early Saturday amid
continuing unrest in
Cochabamba and a new protest
by members of a police unit In
La Paz.

Leaders of the Single Union
for Rural Workers Confedera-
tlon sald one protester identi-
fled as Rogello Callisaya was
shot dead In a clash in La
Huachaca, some 180 kim south

ol La Paz, and that three others
were injured.

Government officials con-
firmed that the protester had
died, but said it was as a result
of "cardiac failure" while par-
ticipating In a roadblock.

A 16-year-old protester died
after being shot In the head
while the army tried to remove
a barricade erected by
protesters.

Protesters also sald that four
people received bullet wounds
in Cochabamba, but police have
insisted they are only liring
pellets and using teargas,

About a dozen police have
been infured as they patrolled
the city, suffering wounds from
the rocks and other objects
thrown by protesters.

The unrest has unsettled of-
ficials In Washington, who
urged US citizens In Bolivia (o
exercise extreme caution, and
discouraged Amerlcans from
travelling to the country.

Georgian President Eduard
Shevardnadze casts his bal-
lot during the presidential
elections in Georgia yester-

day. Shevardnadze, 72, a
former Soviet foreign minis-
ter, is expected to win the
elections. AFP photo

Musharrat to

attend G-77/
summif

ISLAMABAD, Apr 9: Pak-
istani military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf left for Paris
today en route to Havana to at-
tend the Group of 77 sunumit in

the Cuban capital, state televi-

sion reported, says AFP.
During his brief stopover in

the French capital Musharraf

will hold talks with French
Foreign Minister Hubert
Vedrine.

This will be his first visit to
France since he seized power
and overthrew prime minister
Nawaz Sharif's government in a
military coup in October.

The French foreign ministry
said Vedrine would appeal for a
swift return to democracy in
Pakistan and ask for a "mea-
sure of clemency” for Sharif,
who was sentenced to life in
prison on Thursday.

Musharraf will lead Pak-
istan's delegation at the two-
day summit of the developing
countries starting in Havana
from Wednesday.

The South Summit would
provide an "fmportant oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to present
its point of view on contempo-
rary economic and political is-
sues both In the regional and
global context,” the official APP
news agency said.

Bourguiba laid
Lo rest

MONASTIR, Apr 9: Habib
Bourguiba, the forward-looking
former Tunisian president who
brought the country to indepen-
dence, was buried Saturday in
the coastal city of Monastir as
thousands crowded around the
family mausoleum for a last
goodbye. reports AP.

Mourners including France's
Jacques Chirac, Palestinlan
lcader Yasser Arafat, Algerian
President Abdelaziz Boutellika
and the Ivory Coast's junta
lecader Gen. Robert Guei gath-
ered to honour the man who
faded from public view after he
was toppled In a bloodless coup
in 1987.

Bourguiba died in solitude
Thursday in Monastir, the city
where he was born, 160 Kilome-
ters (110 miles) east of the capl-
tal. Records put his age at 96,
though many people believe he
was older.

A military band marched at
the front of the funeral proces-
sion as It headed toward the
fmposing marble mausoleum
towering over the beach. Thou-
sands of mourners had been
walting at the mausoleum since
early morning to see the cere-
mony.

During three decades of au-
thoritarian rule. Bourguiba put

the Muslim North African
country on Iits pro-Western
course,

He fought against what he
regarded as outdated Islamie
traditions and angered handa-
mentalists by giving equal
rights to women and disconrag-
lug the holy fast of Ramadan.

MARANA, Arizona, Apr 9: A
Marine Corps aircraft crashed
while landing at an airporl
west of Tueson and was engulied
in flames, killing 19 people on
board, authorities said, reports
AP.

The plane went down Satur-
day night with four crew mein-
bers and 15 passengers aboard,
saild Gunnery Sgt. Nathan
Portman of the Marine Corps
Alr Station at Yuma, where the
flight originated, about 390
kilometres away.

All the victims were
Marines, but officials said they
did not know where they had
been based. The aircraft was not
based at the Yuma air station.

The MV-22 tiltrotor Osprey,
which looks like a large turbo-
prop plane but can take off like
a helicopter, was landing at the
Marana Northwest Regional
Airport as part of a training

mission when it crashed, said
Marine Col. William D. Catto.

The plane was expected to re-
turn to the Yuma air station,
Catto said

Firefighters said witnesses
reported seeing the plane head
‘Straight downware,” said Katy
Heiden. spokeswoman for the
Northwest Fire District.

"It was fully engulfed and
there were small explosions,”
she said.

Catto said there were no
weapons on board the plane

"This terrible loss of lile is a

reminder of how many men and

women In the nation's military
put their lives at risk, each and
every day, so that we might be a
free people, and the cause ol
peace can be advanced through-
out the world,” US President

Bill Clinton said in a statement

Issued by the White House
Introduced last September,

Marine aircraft crashes
in US: 19 killed

the Marine Corps' Osprey is also
known as a convertiplane. Its
two propjet turbines power two
oversize propellers.

Jointly produced by Bell he-
licopter Textron of Fort Worth,
Texas, and Boeing Co, in Ridley
Park, Pennsylvania. the air-
craft can achieve speeds over
645 kph and an altitude of 7,500
metres, It is designed to carry up
to 24 troops.

Boeing spokeswoman Susan
Bradley said late Saturday
night that it was not yet clear
whether the company would
join the investigation.

Military planners see the
aircraft as a means of getting
more US troops and pilots
safely out of danger zones and
enhancing drug interdiction,
humanitarian and civilian res-
cue capabilities

WASHINGTON, Apr 9: A Cen-
tral. Intelligence Agency em-
ployee blamed for incorrectly
targeting the Chinese Embass)
in Belgrade for American
bombing during NATO's air war
against Yugoslavia last year
has been fired, according to an
agency official, reports AP

"We did sever ties with one
agency employee,” an intelli-
gence official said Saturday
night, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Six others, including one se-
nior official and four man-
agers, received administrative
punishments that ranged from
oral warnings to letters of rep-
rimand. One official, who ex-
pressed concern about the tar-
get, was singled out by CIA Di-
rector George Tenet for praise,
the official said.

CIA spokesman Bill Harlow
issued a statement late Satur-

day confirming personnel ac-
tion had been taken. but re-
[used to make public details “for
reasons of security and pri-
vacy."

Blame for the "tragic acci-
dent,” was widespread, Harlow
said. "Numerous CIA officers at
all levels of responsibility
failed to ensure that the in-
tended bombing target had
been properly identified and
precisely located before CIA
passed a target nomination
package to the US military for
ACl101

"While we can never undo the
mistakes that led to the bomb-
ing, we are satisfied that the
CIA has stood up ... and taken
appropriate responsibility for
our mistakes.” Harlow saidl

The CIA actions were il
tially reported Saturday night
by The New York Times on its
Web site.

UUS-Chinese ties have been

CIA fires official over Chinese
embassy bombing

rocky since the inadvertent
bombing last Mawx:which oc-
curred during NATO's 78-day
air war. Three Chinese were
killed in the bombing and 20
others were wounded. The US
has said the intended bombing
target was the Yugoslav Federal
Directorate of Supply and Pro-
curement headquarters

After the bombing, Beijing

suspended military contacts
and talks on human rights,
arms control, security ISSUe€s
and Chinese entry to the World
Trade Organisation. Chinese

government-run media said the
bombing was intentional, and
it inflamed the violent protests
from stone-throwing mobs at

the American Embassy In
™1
iI1111<2
(' hinese officials had pushed
that those responsible for the
bombing be identificd and pun-
ished.

AL-MUNZIRIYA. Ilraq, Apr
9: Iraq has given a heroes wel-
come to almost 500 freed POWs
who had been held in Iran for at
least a dozen years, as families
were reunited in emotional
scenes at the border, reports
AFP.

President Saddam Hussein
has offered 300,000 dinars, or
the equivalent of 150 dollars
due to the collapse of the local
currency under sanctions, for
each of the soldiers who re-
turned late Saturday to help re-
build their lives.

Many of the POWs burst
into tears and bent down on
their knees to kiss Iraqi soil
after crossing in darkness at
F\I-Munzirlyabi)urdt'r post, 190
kin northeast of Baghdad, an
AFP photographer said.

"God is great,” thousands ol
family members chanted as the
prisoners from the 1980-1988

Iran frees 500 Iraqi POWs

war between Iran and lIraq
crossed in an operation super-
vised by the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) that took more than an
hour.

Fhe families waved lraqi
flags, portraits of Saddam and
blown-up pictures ot their re-
turning relatives in case they
could not be recognised after
more than a decade in captivity

Corporal Sattar Kazem, 56,
spuotted his wife in e crowd but
it was his first sight of Kawthar
a daughter born just months
after he left for the frontlines
|4 vears ago

“It's me, vour Daddy, I've
come back.” Kazem said, as the
family wept in an embrace.

But their joy was mixed
with the sadness of others, like
Salima Abdullah, who tried but

failed to find out information
about her missing son from the
returning POWSs

The woman in her 60s
showed his photo to as many of
the prisoners as she could. The
soldier vanished in 1982 and
his name does not figure on the
Iranian lists handed to the
[CRC

He has three children and
one of his daughters has died”
because of the shortage of
medicine since the UN emi)argﬂ
slapped on Iraq for its 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait, just two years
after the conflict with Iran, she
said

Beat Shweizer, head of the
ICRC delegation in Baghdad,
told journalists at the border
that Iran's release of Iragl pris-
oners would continue at the
same rate over the following
three days.

‘:" |
Protesters vell in front of the home where Elian Gonzalez is staying with his relatives in
Little Havana, Miami, on Saturday. Protesters demanding that Elian stay in the US have

maintained a vigil outside the family's home.

— AFP photo



