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came against Ziimbabwe and
they were also not in the best of
mental state due to the recent
political unrest in that country.
Our real test will come in the
series against Pakistan. But for
me there was a turning point
and that was in the spirit with
which the team played. I at-
tribute that to the leadership
skills of Jimmy Adams.

DSS: But the West Indies,
with their clear limitations, did
‘play very well specially when
you consider that they were
without the services of Brian

TC: Yes, they performed
pretty well under the cixcum-
stances. But there is no denying
the fact that we are a weak side,
However the team combined
wonderfully under the new
captain and played to their po-
tential. There is nothing better
than to be a part of a winning
team and the Windies needed to
revive that feeling.

DSS: The ill-fated tour of
New Zealand must have hurt ex-
tremely...

TC: It did. Even Bangladesh
won't go to New Zealand and
lose seven (Two Tests and seven
one day internationals) games
in a row! But the manner in
which the team lost suggested
that there was some off the field
matters which contributed to
that debacle. The West Indies
are not that bad a team (o be
humbled like that.

DSS: What do you think was
the reason?

TC: It was very clear that the
team was not playing as a unit
Brian Lara who was captain
then, wasn't being able to draw
the kind of support from the
players he desired. Lara is a
great cricketer but maybe not a
great leader of men.

DSS: Now that he(Lara) has
stepped down from captaincy.
do you belleve it has come as a
blessing in disguise for the West
Indies?

TC: | think so, both for the
team and for himself. Now that
the pressure is off, he can really
concentrate on his batting and
return to the form of old.

DSS: Lara's successor
Adams was not in any sort of
touch before the series against
Zimbabwe, but he displayed
great character in leading the
team and scored a decisive hun-
dred in the second Test in Ja-
maicd...

TC: You see that’s the kind of
man he is. He has a big heart. He
is still not in good form. He is
nothing near his former self,
Still Adams went out there and
showed his charges: ‘Look If |
can do it, so can you' and they
followed suit. He made the team
play with him by setting exam-
ples and they were back on the
winning ways .

Suddenly all the negativity
that surrounded West Indies
over the last few months---the
‘humiliation in New Zeéaland,
the drama of Lara stepping
down from captaincy, Viv
Richards not getting selected as
the Windies coach and his fol-
lowers attacking the WICB ol-
fice-- were forgotten.

The hope has been revived in
the Caribbean. Cricket goes far
beyond the boundary there. The
wins and Courtney Walsh's
world record at Sabina Park.
have lifted the whole of the West
Indies.

DSS: Walsh breaking Kapil
Dev’s world and becoming the
top wicket taker in the history
of Test cricket must have been
very special?

TC: I'm sure the world
wanted Walsh to break that
record. He is such an outstand-
ing gentleman. He is admired
and respected throughout the
universe. The fact that he broke
the record at his home ground
made the event extra special. It
couldn’t have happened to a bet-
ter person.

DSS: What does the future
hold for West Indies crickelt?

TC: There are a number of
youngsters coming through.
Batsman Sylvester Joseph has
been called up as Shivnarine
Chanderpaul’'s replacement in
the side for the tri-series. The
board has heavily invested in
another upcoming batsman
Ramnaresh Sarwan. Chris
Gayle and Wavell Hinds have
just started their international
careers.

Unfortunately however
there are no Brian Laras in
sight.

In the fast bowling depart-
ment, Reon King is improving
with every game and looks a
very fine prospect. Franklyn
Rose has made a great come-
back but will have to perforin
consistently to make a lasting
impression.

DSS: Australia’s former cap-
tain Kim Hughes has recentﬁ;
made scathing remarks that the
West Indies are going to lose all
their matches in the upcoming
Jive-Test series against Aus-
tralia in November and even
their C team was good enough to
beat the Windies . How do you
respond to that?

TC: Well it could be true. We
will definitely be the weaker
side going into that tour as the
Australians are playing fabu-
lous cricket and are on an all-
time high.

But not so long ago, they
were In the same position the
West Indies are at the moment.
A few years back our third team
would have beaten them. Kim
Hughes had been a member and
a captain of the Australian
sides that were walloped by the
Windies. He even had to
captaincy after failing to In-
spire his side. He can under-

stand the state West Indies are

in now.
However, | hope
can play to their potential and

as a unit In Australia. That way
we will be competitive even |f

we lose,

But | think
will be more crucial for the fu-
~ture of the West Indies.

yesterday.

Students of Bharateshwary Homes performing during the colourful opening ceremony of
the Cricketnext.com Cup exhibition cricket match at the Bangabandhu Stadium

—Star photo
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S Africans stand by their captain

JOHANNESBURG,
Apr 8: South Afri-
can cricket skipp-
er Hansie Cronje
denied Indian
. charges of match-
fixing Friday, calling them
rubbish, United Cricket Board
managing director All Bacher
told AFP.

"] have spoken to Hansle
Cronje and he says it is absolute
rubbish. There is nothing at all
in it," he said.

"The United Cricket Board of
South Africa is certain that no
South African cricket player
has ever been involved in
match-fixing," the board said in
a statement.

It added that Cronje Is
adamant that the allegations
contained in press reports in
India are completely untrue,
saying Cronje is known for his
unquestionable integrity and
honesty.

"If there is any grey side to it,
we will take care,"” he said
Meanwhlie, the South
African government on Satur-
day said it would contact its
counterparts in India to voice
its concerns about match-lixing
allegations levelled against
four players, UCBSA said.
Foreign Affairs Minister
Aziz Pahad had given assur-
ances that government "would
seek an explanation for reports
that players' telephones were
tapped while they were on an of-
ficial cricket tour in India,”
UCB spokeswoman Bronwyn
Wilkinson said in a statement.
They would also ask for an
explanation 'regarding the pro-
cess by which the allegations
against the four players were
made public”.

Bacher said on e-tv televi-
sion that he had spoken to all
four players.

"All deny emphatically that
there is any substance to those
allegations." he said.

South Africa's cricket-lov-
ing public were outraged. One
caller to a public SABC radio
talk show said South Africa
should break off ties with India.
Others suggested the claims
were a ploy to demoralise South
Africa ahead of next weekK's
three-game one-day series
against Australia.

"I am more inclined to be-
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Pippo, Del Piero
] L ]

still friends?

TURIN, Italy, Apr 8: Juven-
tus strikers Alessandro Del
Piero and Filippo Inzaghi de-
nied on Wednesday they had
fallen out, reports Reuters.
Italian newspapers had
speculated that the two team
mates were feuding and were re-
fusing to help each other on the
pitch. Some reports said they
had even come to blows.

But at a joint news confer-

ence, Del Plero and Inzaghi said
the reports were rubbish.

H

—

“It's one thing to talk about

ve up

the Windles

the series’
against Pakistan and England

Juve's problems and our prob-
lems in attack.,” Del Piero said.
“It's quite another to talk about
a feud between me and Pippo
(Filippo).”

Inzaghi said it would make
no sense for one of the two
strikers to handicap the other.

"Our fortunes are linked,
both here and in the national
team,” he said. "All this has
come out now just because Ju-
ventus have lost a couple of
matches.”

Rumours that two of Italy's
top forwards were not seeing eye
to eye first surfaced in February
when Inzaghi poached a hat-
trick of close range goals in a 4-
0 defeat of Venezia.

Italy's voracious sports me-
dia pounced on television pic-
tures which showed Del Piero,
who was well placed to score
two of the goals himself,
standing disconsolately in the
penalty area while Inzaghi cel-
ebrated in front of Juve's fans,

i March Del Plero set up
both Inzaghi goals in a 2-0 de-
feat of Placenza. Again journal-
ists pointed out that the two
players did not celebrate to-
gether,

Last weekend a soccer tele-
vision ?rugramme ran a serles
of highlights which showed the
players had exchanged only one
Fass during Juve's vital 1-0 de-
cat at home to Lazio on Satur-
day.
Inzagh! has scored 26 goals
for Juventus this season while
Del Piero has scored nine, seven
of which have been penalties,
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lieve that the Pope is guilty ol
multiple bigamy than to _ht'llm':-
that Hansie is guilty of being
involved in bribery and corrup-
tion,” sald one disbelieving
caller.

"Hansle and his guys don't
just play for money, they play
for pride," said another. "They
carry this country with them
We carry them in our hearts.”

Another said. "If he was
throwing those games, he is in
the wrong business. He should
be in acting. You can read tht:
pain on his lace when he It_nm_'

Gibbs father, Herman Gibbs,
said his son denied the allega-
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HANSIE CRONJE

tions and knew nothing about
any match-fixing. ;

"Herschelle has been in-
structed by the UCB not to speak
to the press. but he has told me
he knows nothing about these
allegations.” he said.

"These sort of claims do not
come as a surprise to me. [t
(betting) happens all the time
on the subcontinent and crick-
eters, players and managers are
often approached to throw
games.

"Betting is a big industry on
the subcontinent and to me it
appears that someone lost a lot
of money and is now making up
a fabricated story.”

Similar charges have also
been filed against two Indians
and one of them, Delhi-based
businessman Rajesh Kalra, had
already been arrested.

The other was identified as
Sanjiv Chawla, an Indian liv-
ing in London

Other officials of the UCBSA
Saturday rallied behind Cronje
over charges of match fixing
while newspapers claimed he
had been framed.

Graham Ford, coach of the
South African cricket team,
said Indian police had been
“"overhasty" in filing charges
against Cronje and teammates.

"We were never approached
by any gambling syndicate,"”
Ford said in a statement. "The
whole story is a storm in a
teacup. I am sure that when fur-

Hansie denies charges

ther detalls are avallable, the
innocence of Hansie and the
others will be fully proved.

"The whole thing is surely
nothing more than a misun-
derstanding.”

A senior South African
cricket {uurnullﬁt said he had
heard the tape of the alleged
conversation between Cronje
and an Indian bookmaker and
strongly doubted its validity,
believing the entire issue was
a hoax.

Trevor Chesterfield, a jour-
nalist for Pretoria News and the
Cricinfo website, said that
while waiting to be interviewed
by the Star radio station in
Delhi, he heard the tape ;ﬂleFed
to be between Cronje and a

bookmaker, Chawla, being
played on air.
"My impression was that

both voices were of Asian ori-
gin. The voice that was supposed
to be Hansie's did not have a
South African accent. It was
definitely not Hansie's volice,
And my conclusion was that the
whole thing was a hoax."

"Was Hansle framed ?" asks
the frontpage headline in the
Saturday Star newspaper,

Former captain Kepler Wes-
sels said he, too, doubted the al-
legations and felt the Issue had
arisen only because South
Africa had won the Test series
tn.Jdiasy <nt et !

He. however., called for an

‘independent inquiry into the!

allegations saying they were "-
too serious” simply to be dis-
missed.

"I'd be astonished if it had
happened in this instance.”
Wessels writes in the Saturday
Star, "but this thing is rife in
cricket and the biggest mistake
we could make would be to try to
sweep it under the carpet with-
out an investigation.”

Bob Woolmer, the former
South African coach, said: "My
initial thoughts are that this is
a bad April Fool's joke. I am
convinced that Hansie Cronje is
not guilty and that he would not
even contemplate such actions.
These allegations are absolute
garbage. He is not the type of
person to get involved in any-
thing like this.”

Influential Christian spiri-
tual leader pastor Ray Mec-
Cauley also joined the chorus of
people who rose to Cronje's de-
fence.

McCauley, a spiritual leader
of the Rhema Bible Church and
the "unofficial" chaplain of the
South African team, said he
was "very shocked" by the alle-
gations,

"Because | know Hansie as a
person of integrity, I cannot be-
lieve he would be party to any
such allegation,"” McCauley told
The Citizen newspaper.

“I have the highest regard for
him and firmly believe that he
would not allow himself or his
team to be involved in any form
of dishonesty."

| that delivery.
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Asia Eleven’s Moin Khan anxiously looks to a miscued
flick. He was brilliantly caught and bowled by Hayward off

—Star photo

India beat
S Korea

NEW DELHI, Apr 8; India's
chances of victory against
South Korea brightened Satur-
day as they won the doubles
match to gain a 2-1 lead in the
Davis Cup Asia Oceania Group |
tie, reports AP,

India’'s Leander Paes, the top
ranked doubles player on the
ATP tour, and Fnung Vishal Up-

al beat South Korea's Hyun

alk Lee and Young-IlI Yoon 6-
[51: 6"4. 6"41 7'6{ (8] ) B | gl'aﬂﬂ
court,

Paes Is considered favourite
to take India to victory in the
reverse singles to be played on
Sunday, He will take on South
Korea's Hyung-Talk Lee,

On Saturday, the South Ko-
rean palr won the opening set in
a tie breaker as Paes took time
to settle with his new partner
Uppal. Mahesh Bhupathl, Paes'
regular partner on the ATP
tour, Is nursing an Injury,

Paes and 20-year-old Uppal
combined well to win the next
two sets comfortably at 6-4, 6-4.
They wrapped up the match by
winning the final set 7-6 (7).

On Friday, Paes won the
upeuin% singles against Yoon 6-
4, 6-2, 6-3, But Syed Fazaluddin.
ptaying Korea's No 1, lost the
second singles to Lee 6-4, 7-5, 6-
2,

Yet Shane doesn’t
know all about
leg-spin!

MELBOURNE, Apr 8: Shane
Warne, the only current crick-
eter In Wisden's top five of last
century, said Thursday he was
still ffﬂtlmm!ng out the myster-
les of leg-spin bowling, reports
AFP. g & N

“I'd like to understand a lot
more about leg-spin bowling,"
he sald in a surprising remark
from a man considered the art's
finest exponent.

"I still have a lot to learn
there.

‘I think I know how to bowl
leg-spin, I don't say I know ev-
erything about it, but I know
what I'm actually trying to do
now.

"In years gone by | just knew
how to bowl a leg break, I didn't
know when and why to bowl
one."

The top five in Wisden's list
were Sir Donald Bradman, Sir
Garfieid Sobers, Sir Jack
Hobbs, Warne and Sir Vivian
Richards. _

"Sir Shane has got a good
ring to it," Warne said before
breaking out in laughter. "But |
don't think that will ever hap-
pen.”

He recently surpassed Den-
nis Lillee as Australia’'s most
successful Test bowler and his
leg-spin has been a key cog in
Australia's record-winning
streaks In one-day and Test
mﬂtfhﬂ'ﬁ. 2.1 e S

"Sometimes you just den't

Warne said.

"It's sort of happening in fast
forward, everything in your life
is going full-steam ahead i fast
forward and sometimes you just
need to take a step back and
take it all in and enjoy it."

Warne leaves on Saturday
with the Australian team for
three one-day fixtures in South
Africa before venturing to Eng-
land for a season ol county
cricket with Hampshire.

Ajunwa calls

it a day

LAGOS, Apr 8: Olympic long
jump champion Chioma
Ajunwa said on Friday she was
retiring from the sport and
would not defend her title in
Sydney because of a lack of sup-
port from Nigerian officials,
reports Reuters.

"I'm sick and tired of the
frustrations, insensitivity to
my welfare and lack of support
from my country's AFN
(Athletics Federation of Ni%e-
ria) and Sports Ministry offi-
cials. So I'm quitting and won't

o to Sydney for the Olympic
ames," Ajunwa told Reuters in
Lagos.

Ajunwa stunned the athlet-
ics world when, after returning
from a four-year drug ban, she
leapt 7.12 metres to beat a
strong field including defending
champion American Jackie
Joyner-Kersee to win gold in At-
lanta.

But she said injury made her
miss last year's world champi-
onships in Seville and the All-
Africa Games in Johannesburg.

"I had a knee injury last year
and had surgery on it in London
and no-one cared about me.
Now, I'm undcrgnln%a rehabili-
tation programme. The Sydney
Olympics are months away and
there's no training programine.
So how can I successfully defend
my title?

Bangladesh’s done

From page 13
cricket. May be it will be better
that if we have a balance be-
tween Test and one-day cricket.

DSS: Pick your favourite
batsman in the world today.

MP: It has to be Sachin Ten-
dulkar.

DSS: And from the past?

MP: Graeme Pollock, Garry
Sobers are a few names that
come to mind.

DSS: After having visited
many cricket venues around the
world, how do you rate Dhaka
Stadium?

MP: | think it's very bril-
liant. The crowd and the atmo-
sphere is awesome. It's a great
venue,

DSS: In the past we have
seen South Africa losing some
crunch matches despite begin-
ning with lot of promise. at
is the reason behind that?

MP: | think if yvou look at the
South Africa's record, they have
lost a few finals but they have
also won a lot of tournaments
but it's true that South Africa

last sununer's World Cup.

believe it's ‘all happening,"

Asia Eleven captain Wasim Akram'’s off-stump is sent
-ﬂymg by Nantie Hayward. -—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

I Puskas turns 73

BUDAPEST, Apr 8: Hun-
ry's Ferenc Puskas celebrated
Is 73rd birthday in style on
Friday In the presence of
prominent Hungarian politi-
clans who played a friendly

me in his honour, r
lers. Spos

Priine Minister Viktor Or-
ban, who was away on an offi-
clal trip, sent Puskas, 'al_ll'gunbly
the world's best-known Hungar-
ian footballer, a birthday tele-
gram.

The Prime event of the
birthd:cy party Eaa an Indoor

tween a Hungarian -

ent team and the no-cajllcmd
Birthday Allstars — former
Hun*rmn soccer stars Includ-
ing Tibor Nyilasl and Antal
Dunal, as well as television
celebrity Janos Koos as goal-
keeper.

Puskas, once famous for his
deadly left foot, led Hungary's
“golden team" to a 6-3 vﬁnw
c:l:;g:é England at Wembley in

After the golden team fell
apart Puskas moved to Spain
where he teamed up with Italian
striker Alfredo di Stefano at
Real Madrid.

NEW DELHI, Apr

K. India on Satur-
| day lamented the
degeneration of
cricket, the tradi-
: =] tional gentlem-
an's game, following match-
fixing allegations against South
African skipper Hansle Cronje
and three teammates, reports
AFP,.

Indian newspapers and for-
mer Test cricketers unani-
mously denounced the repeated
scandals dogging cricket and
mourned the current state of the
game.

"Money a great leveller in-
deed,” the Indian Express sc-
reamed as the Times of India
sald: "The game goes for a
sixer."

The Asian Age claimed
Cronje was '"caught at cash
point".

Former Indian captain and
master batsman Sunil Gava-
skar said: "The image of the
game should be saved from such
people. Take away every run,
wicket and catch from those
involved in the match-fixing. If
found guilty, none should be
spared, past or present."

Ex-skipper Dilip Vengsarkar
said: "l do not understand how
they can do such a thing with so
much more money in the game
now," adding that if proved

uilty they should be "banned
or life",

Syed Kirmani, another for-
mer Test cricketer, said: "If the
allegations- are’'itrue, | am
ashamed to be a crickgter.”

Ajit Wadekar, who captdined
India in the past, deplored the
fact that no action was taken
“when the South Africans were
around.”

The Australian Cricket
Board, meanwhile, Saturday
said there was no official com-
ment as it did not involve Aus-
tralian cricket in any way.

New Delhi police on Friday
sald charges of a criminal con-
spiracy had been registered
against Cronje and his team-
mates Herschelle Gibbs, Nicky
Boje and Pieter Strydom for fix-
ing matches during last month's
one-day series here.

Similar charges have been
filed against two Indians, one of
whom has been arrested.

Cronje has vehemently de-
nied the Indian charges of

watch-fixing.
“The allegations are com-

pletely without substance,” he
sald in a statement.

World cricket has been
rocked by betting and match-
fixing charges in recent years,

but this is the first time that ac-
tual criminal charges have been

SUNIL GAVASKAR

levelled against players.

Former Indian Test crick-
etenManeoj-Prabhakar, who had
garl_iulr made allegations about
orruption' in cricket, said in
remarks published Saturday
that he had been vindicated.

Four years ago, the former
all-rounder had accused an un-
named teammate of offering
him 25,000 dollars to play
badly in a one-day match in Sri
Lanka in 1993.

"Tell me, where are those

people who blamed me when |
raised these Issues of betting
and match fixing? Then they
were after me. 1 still maintain
that such things have been go-
ing on In cricket for a long
time," he told the Hindustan
Times.

“Oh no, not South Africans!
I'm really shocked. I always
thought if there was one clean
cricket team in the world, it was
South Africa.”

The Indian charges relate to
the five one-day international
series South Africa played here
between March 9 and 19. India
won the series 3-2 after a string
of test losses.

Indian police said they had
recordings of a telephone con-
versation between Cronje and
bookie Sanjiv Chawla that
backed up their allegations.

Jagmohan Dalmia, an In-
dian who heads the Interna-
tional Cricket Conference (ICC),
did not directly comment on the
scandal but warned that "if
there is any grey side.," the ICC
would handle it.

"We have our own way of
working. We will cross the
bridge when we come to it," he
said from Dhaka, where ICC
cricket week celebrations on
Saturday featuring an Asia XI
vs World XI Cricket Cup match
were overshadowed by the
scandal.

The Indian Express came
down heavily on the ICC for in-
action, reflecting popular sen-
timent in India.

"They have taken money is
the normal reaction a lay man
makes these days when his
favourite team loses,” it said.
“The 1CC cannot turn a blind
eye to this challenge facing
cricket.”

In Dhaka, ICC president
Jagmohan Dalmiya said he was
unaware of the charges and did
not want to comment on them.

Cr?nj e affair shocks India
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P_i:;yers of both Asia Eleven and Rest of the World Eleven pose for photographs prior to
the start of the exhibition match at the Bangabandhu Stadium yesterday:.
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SYDNEY. Apr 8:
| Match-fixing al-

make too many com-

can't

Stgve sees the other side

Waugh

emphasised the

ments. but I can say I've enjoyed South Africans’ case was very

did not click at the final stage of i

~ legations against
rival skipper Han-
sie Cronje and th-
L— ree of his players
would bring the South Africans
closer together in next week's
three-match one-day series in
the republic, Australian cricket
captain Steve Waugh said Satur-
day, reports AFP.

Cronje and teammates Her-
schelle Gibbs, Nicky Boje and
Pieter Strydom had charges of
criminal conspiracy laid again-
st them by Indian police in
connection with last month’s
five-mateh one-day series
against India.

Prior to leaving here late
Saturday for South Africa,
Wwaugh said players found guilty
of match-fixing allegations
should not be allowed to con-
tinue plaving,

He was adamant the game's
world governing body, the In-
ternational Cricket Council,
would step In to sort out the lat-
est allegations of match-fixing.
Waugh was reluctant to
comment specifically on the
South Africans, although he did
offer a positive character report
for Cronje.

"He certainly plays the game
hard out in the middle and I've
had no problems in the past
with him, I am pretty good
mates with Hansle,” Waugh said
at Sydney Airport.

"But what's happened is out
of my control, 1 can't really
comment on it because there's a
criminal inquiry and if I made
any comments, that might
prejudice what's going to go on, 1

playing cricket against him."

Waugh was speaking from
experience when he said the
South Africans would bind
closer following the allega-
tions.

The Australians encoun-
tered similar distractions when
it was revealed Shane Warne

Y"” i ]
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STEVE WAUGH

and Mark Waugh had been paid
by an Indian bookie to provide
intormation about pitch condi-
tions.

"“They are a strong side, and
(f anything this will probably
bring them closer together, so it
will be a great series, it's going
to be tough cricket and very
close,” Waugh said.

“And | hope that the cricket
is the main focus when we get
over there.”

different to the one concerning
his brother and Wame.

“"We knew what was going on
to start with and we knew that
the guys had made a couple of
mistakes, but we didn't see them
as really all that serious,”
Waugh said.

“"That weren't throwing
matches, they were just gi
information on pitches, so | see
that as being a lot different to
some of the other allegations."

Asked whether players
found ilty of match fixing
should be hit with life suspen-
sions, Waugh said, '"they
shouldn't be playing the game."”

“If you are found guilty of
these sort of charges, you are
not playing the game for the
right reason, you are selling the
spectators short and your
teammates.

“There's not room for it in
any sport, so if the charge is se-
rious enough then they should
have to pay the penalty."”

Meanwhile, the Australian
Cricket Board (ACB) said Satur-
day they had no official com-
ment to make of allegations of
match-fixing involving South
Alfrican captain Hansie Cronje
and three other players.

An ACB spokesman said the
matter did not involve Aus-
tralian cricket in any way.

ACB chief executive Mal-
colm Speed later confirmed
that the controversy would not
affect Australia's tour.

“"There is no risk to the
South African tour and we are
looking forward to P

la
agf:;nst them next week," Sw
sald.



