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New body formed
to address
problems

of newspapermen

A new organisation styled
Sangbadlk-Srmnlk-Knrmm:hari
Oikya Parisad was formed here
vesterday to address the prob-
lems of journalists, employees
and workers of newspapers and
news agencies, reports UNB.

Restoring congenial atmo-
sphere in the newspaper indus-
try is also an objective of the
SSKOP, formed at a meeting at
the National Press Club with
BFUJ Vice-president G M
Yakub in the chair.

Representatives of
Bangladesh Federal Union ol
Journalists, Dhaka Union of
Journalists, Bangladesh Sang-
badpatra Press Sramik Feder-
ation and Bangladesh Sang-
badpatra Karmachari Federa-
tion attended the meeting.

The meeting decided that
four federations and two fac-
tions of DUJ will be included in
the new organisation.

Presidents of the four feder-
ations will chair the meetings of
the new organisation by turns,
according to a press release.

The new parishad decided to
hold joint meetings in all the
newspapers and news agencies
and a central rally at the Na-
tional Press Club.

The meeting was adjourned
till 11:00 am today.

No funds
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loadshedding and higher over-
head cost,” observed the offi-
cial.

Donors' lending for the
power sector remained embar-
goed throughout the nineties as
they asked the government to
improve performance of PDB

and DESA by increasing rev- |

enue collection and reducing
system loss. However, the

donors conditionally relaxed |

the embargo last year.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) recently provided a
loan for a transmission line
around Dhaka city. But even the
ADB is insisting on hand over
of the country's whole trans-
mission system to PGCB before
seeking more loans.

The country has been experi-
encing a severe power crisis for
long gue to lack of investment
in then sector. As a result, the
government opened up the sec-
‘tor for private investment.

Three barge-mounted power
plants in the private sector
have so far come into operation
and one 360 MW gas-based
plant will start operating after
a year. Many other private sec-
tor projects including the 450

MW Meghnaghat plant are be- |

ing delayed due to various rea-
sons. Besides these, a number of
projects in the public sector are
bein% implemented or are in the
pipeline.

The country now requires
over 2700 MW of power during
the
of around 2400 MW. Within a
year, the demand will reach
2900 MW.

Air quality
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which have been phased out in

the country which produce
those.

back dated permit before the
overnment decision was en-
orced in July last year.

The Bangladesh
Transport Authority which
gives route permits and fitness
certificates for vehicles does
not have modern equipment to
test fitness, leaving the large

fleet of city's buses, trucks and |

auto-rickshaws belching smoke
as ever.

The much awaited project
was taken up to clean the air in
the capital and some other
metropolitan cities, fouled be-

yond permitted level by smoke |

enu‘ttin% vehicles.

The le

that permitted by the World
Health Organisation had been
found in the blood of children
in Dhaka, according to a study
by the Shishu Hospital, reveal-
m% the grim situation of air
pollution in the capital.

Earlier studies had found
that there were 463 Nano gram
of lead in the air which totalled
roughly 50 tonnes annually,

peak hours against a supply |

Thev don't stand a chance of watching the game from the stands, but can still wait to have a lucky glimpse of their stars at the entrance of Bangabandhu Stadium }’Eﬁtrda}’ (left)

atmosphere in sold-out stadium was electric during the game between the Asia Eleven and the Rest of the World Eleven.
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Poverty, illiteracy two

LYNCHBURG, Virginia, Apr
8: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said alleviating poverty
and eradicating illiteracy In a
firm democratic dispensation
is the challenge before her, re-
ports UNB.

Today democracy has taken
roots in Bangladesh, people’s
right to vote been ensured
through introducing the system
of non-party caretaker gov-
ernment. Parliament has been
made sovereign and account-
able, she said, receiving the Key
of Lynchburg City at an im-
pressive ceremony at the Smith
Memorial Building of the Ran-
dolph-Macon Women's College
on Friday. Mayor of Lynch-
burg, Peter Warren, presented
the key to Hasina.

Said Warren: "We are truly
blessed by your esteemed pres-
ence ... You are known through-
out the world as a champion of
peace and justice and we thank
you for the work you are duing,
to promote f[riendship an
harmony among those who
have not known peace.’

Hasina came here to receive
the prestigious Pearl S Buck
Award being given for her vi-
sion, courage and achievements
in political, economic and hu-
manitarian fields.

Likenlnﬁ Sheikh Hasina to
Quaker ohn Lynch who
founded the city of Lynchburg,
Warren said: "I think it is espe-
cially apropos that you have
come to this city to be honoured
for your work because like you

the Quakers have always been
champion of peace, justice and
equality.”

She promised to break the
vicious cycle of poverty, ensure
equality between man and
woman and work for uncondi-
tional peace at home and
abroad for economic progress.

"Our people cannot be kept
deprived of their economic
rights for long. We want to free
Bangladesh !frmn hunger and
poverty. Our country is small in
size but vast in potentialities.”

She said more than 40 per
cent of the annual budget have
been allocated for social sectors
to alleviate poverty and em-
power wWoInen,

The prime minister referred
to the successful settlement of
longstanding dispute with India
over the sharing of the Ganges
Water and resolution of the two-
decade-old ethnic problem in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
without any external media-
tion.

She said Bangladesh |is
committed to peace, fully and
unconditionally.

"We are a party to CTBT, NPT
and anti-personnel landmine
convention and are, so far, the
only nation in our subcontinent
to be so.”

About Bangladesh's prospec-
tive gas sector, she said since oil
and gas could play a vital role
in the country's development,

the government is interested in
long-term investment in the

‘major challenges: PM

energy sector. Besides oil and
gas exploration, power genera-
tion has been given top priority.

Hasina said US companies
are actively engaged in the en-
ergy sector where the US in-
vestiments rose to 750 million
US dollars from a paltry 20
million dollar three years ago.

Hasina sought assured mar-
ket access for Bangladesh's IT
products and programmes to
the United States.

She said Bangladesh has a
rich pool of trained manpower
in software development and
management sector. It has all
the possibilities to emerge as
another hub of IT industry in
South Asia. She said an elec-
tronic village has been set up
near Dhaka and a crash pro-
gramme taken to produce
10.000 professionals per year.

Referring to US President
Bill Clinton's visit to Dhaka on
March 20, the prime minister
said Bangladesh valued Iits
friendship with the United
States which has gained a new
dimension with the Clinton
visit.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Principal Secretary to the PM
Dr SA Samad, Press Secretary
Jawadul Karim, Bangladesh
Ambassador to Washington K M
Shehabuddin, Lynchburg City
Mayor Peter Warren and
Randolph-Macon Women's Co-
llege President Kathleen Bow-
man were present on the
occasion. ;

| |
They manipulated the banks |
to finance the imports on a |

Road |

vel of lead eight times

inting to the state of air pol-
ution in the city, where certain
streets rival those in Mexico
which is said to be the most pol-
luted city in the world.

After a lot of wrangling, the
authorities started importing
unleaded petrol late last year
but blended that with leaded
petrol, leaving 0.2 per cent of

lead In petrol and octane.
But diesel continued to re-

main unclean, with 0.5 per cent |

of sulphur, the permitted level
being 0.1 per cent.

A%ﬂnst such a backdrop, the
AQMP targeted clean alr for the
urban areas by 2003, by intro-
ducing unleaded fuel, better lu-
bricants, tighter air quality
monitoring, proper fitness test
of vehicles and phasing out the
vintage auto-rickshaws which
use a deadly cocktall of leaded
fuel with engine oil.

The ambitious project en-
visages setting up of 20 air qual-
ity monitoring stations In the
capital to tighten control on
smoke emission level.

An electronic display system

would inform the citizens alir
quality at crowded road *
sections.

Discarded polythene bags are being taken for recycling. 1
plastic moulds.

hese are melted and turned into

— Star photo by Amran Hossain

JCD. Shibir clash: 10 injured

Khulna City College closed sine die

KHULNA, Apr 8: At least ten
people were injured, three of
them seriously in a clash be-
tween the activists of Chhatra
Shibir and Chhatra Dal on city
cnlleﬁt campus at noon today.

The seriously injured were
admitted to a local clinic.

Police recovered eight hand
bombs and some wooden clubs
from the college ground.

Abdullah Al Mamun, an ac-
tivist of Chhatra Shibir was
arrested by police.

The college has been de-
clared closed for an Indelinite
period following the clash. The
decision was taken at a meeting
of the Teachers Council in the

afternoon.

From Staff Correspondent

According to police, ac-
tivists of both the student or-
ﬁﬂt]ﬁl&lllﬂllﬂ were locked in

erce clash on the campus over
a trifling matter relating to
forthcoming election of the stu-
dents' union of City College.

Both the groups exchanged
brick chips chased each other
and exploded bombs, during the
clash which was later brought
under control by police.

Shibir activists blamed
Chhatra Dal for the attack
while leaders of Chhatra Dal
denled the charge. They blamed
the Shibir activists for the in-
cident on the college campus.

Shibir activists threatened
the OC of Khulna thana for ar-

resting their activists, Abdullah
Al Mamun and recovering
bombs from college campus.

Riot police have been de-
ploved in and around the col-
lege campus to avert further
clash.

‘prisoners’ free
day' today

The BNP-led opposition al-
lHance in observance of the
‘Prisoners Free day,' will hold
rallles today, reports UNB.

BNP wlﬁ hold its rally at
Muktangon and Jamaat at the
north gate of Baitul Mukarram
in the afternoon,

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

'Dhaka values
ties with
Washington'

LYNCHBURG, Virginia. Apr
8: Prime Minister Sheikh

. Hasina said US President Bill

Clinton's visit to Bangladesh
set a milestone in Dhaka-Wash-
ington ties, opening a new di-
mension to the working rela-
tions between the two countries,
reports UNB.

Haslina said she admired the
United States for its efforts to
diffuse tension worldwide and
promote peace, progress and
prosperity.

"On our part, we have consis-
tently supported the US posi-
tion on major international is-
sues and events to advance the
cause of peace and security," she
said at a roundtable discussion
with the students of Chris
Goldman, a political science
professor.

"Bangladesh values its rela-
tionship with the United
States," sald Hasina.

Hasina sald the people of
Bangladesh hold the people and
the government of the United
States in great esteem for their
commitment to freedom,
democracy, human rights and
empowerment of women.

Hasina said her meeting
with the US leaders and a cross-
section of people have been a
most rewarding experience.

"We are indeed grateful to
President Clinton for his deep
concern for the welfare of the
people of Bangladesh," she said.

The prime minister said,
unlike the past, US companies
are involved in exploration of

oil and gas and are also setting

up power plants in Bangladesh.
She said US investments has
increased to around 750 mil-
Hon US from 20 million US
three and a half years ago.

Hasina said she hoped
friendship and cooperation
between Bangladesh and USA
would be consolidated in the fu-
ture. :

Asi1a atop
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The three sixes of the in-
nings came from Ganguly's
willow and on all the occasions
Tufnell was the victim. He hit
his first six with style over the
mid-wicket, the second one over
the long-on and last one over
the long-off.

Pakistani captain Moin
Khan. who batted at number
seven, played another crucial
knock of 34 runs off 31 balls
that featured six boundaries. He
added 23 valuable runs with
Anil Kumble, who made an un-
beaten 14 runs off eight balls.

Nantie Hayward was the
most successful bowler for Rest
of the World Eleven, claiming
three wickets for 39 runs in
seven overs while Mark Waugh
and Tufnell took two wickets
each for 28 and 68 runs respec-
tively.

SCOREBOARD

REST OF WORLD
N Johnson ¢ Jadeja b Akram
M Waugh c and b Vaas
Kallis 1bw b Kumble
Bevan not out
Cairns ¢ and b Muralitharan 8
Klusener ¢ Jayasuriya b Muraltharan
Gilchrist b Razzak 1

2
28
27

185

Rose lbw b Razzak 1
Caddick run out 23
Hayward not out O
Extras: (b-5, Ib-13; wb-2; nb-2) 2

Total: (For eight wickets in 50 overs) 319
Fall of wickets: 1-28; 2-46; 3-
97: 4-134; 5-180; 6-186; 7-196:;
8-31b.
Bowler
Akram
Vaas
Razzak
Kumble
Muralitharan
Tendulkar
Result: Asia Eleven won by

one run.
Man of the match: Michael
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Bevan

Most wvaluable player:
Michael Bevan

Best batsman: Michael Be-
van

Best flelder: M
Muralitharan

Best bowler: N Hayward
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Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim took a tough stand ves-
terday when he asked owners to
remove all illegal sheds and cot-

tages along roads and hi&hﬁﬁ_\és

within four days, repor

The government move follows
widespread allegations of toll
collection, hljacﬁing. and that
sheds and cottages set up in the
name of various organisations
have been used to commit
crime.

"Remove all sheds and cot-
tages by April 11: otherwise law
enforcing agencies will demolish
them and take action against
the owners under the Public
Safety Act." sald Nasim while
briefing newsmen at his office.

He said the buildings shel-
tered unscrupulous transport
workers who collect tolls and
kidnap transport owners and
workers.

"Some unscrupulous people
are holding the transport sector
hostage, collecting illegal tolls
under the banner of different
organisations across the coun-
try. This should not be allowed
and will be stopped immedi-
ately,” said Nasim shortly after
a high-level meeting in the min-
istry.

Nasim said he regretted that
Dhaka was almost isolated
from the rest of the country for
several hours due to roadblocks
following the arrest of a so-
called leader of truck workers.
Such incidents occur frequently,
causing suffering to thousands
of passengers, he added.

Nasim said the high-level
meeting discussed the transport
sector and concerns that when-
ever action was taken against
the unscrupulous leaders or €x-
tortionists, they (transport
workers) go on a rampage and
put pressure on the adminis-

Directive to remove
sheds, cottages along
roads by Apr 11

yesterday.
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tration by barricading the high-
ways.

"It will no longer be toler-
ated,” said Nasim.

The home minister said the
Eovernment has no alternative

ut to take stern action against

the unscrupulous elements to
stop toll collection and such an-
archy along the highways.

"Please walit, give us some
time. We are going to take stern
action against such anarchy by
unscrupulous elements. Groups
may try to create obstacles but
they will not be allowed to create
any problems,” said Nasim.

He sald he has directed po-

lice officials to restore discipline !

in the transport sector and take
action against the anarchist. |

“Their illegal pressire would not |
be tolerated in future.” said |
Nasim.

Nasim asked for the cooper-

ation of transport leaders and |
workers so the government can |
easily implement the plan to re-

store discipline. "If we failed to
restore discipline in this sector,
country's economy and devel-
opment will be hampered.”

ALCWC meets
today

A meeting of the central
working committee of Bangla-
desh Awami League will be held
today at 7 pm at the Awami
Foundation office in Dhan-
mondi in the city.

Acting president of the party
and Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury will chair the meeting, a
party press release said here

JCD calls strike
at educational
institutions

tomorrow

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadl Chhatra Dal
(JCD) student wing of the main
opposition BNP, will observe
strike In all educational insti-
tutions in the country tomor-
row demanding release of its
arrested leaders and activists

Including its president and gen-
eral secretary.

JCD president Habib-un-
Nabir Sohel and general secre-
tary Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu
were arrested from a procession
in front of the BNP office in the
city on December 17.

The strike was called at a
rally on the Dhaka University
campus on Wednesday.

Khaleda goes to

Cox's Bazar today

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 8: Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia arrives here to-
morrow on a three-day visit,
reports UNB.

UK top donor
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' tion and Water Supply Project

and 15.68 million for the
Fourth Fisheries Project.

UK is followed by Germany,
which committed 116.36 mil-
lion dollars for 17 projects in-
cludln% 1.18 million dollars
food aid.

These include 29.67 million
dollars for Ashuganj Power
Plant, 11.01 million for re-
placement and rehabllitation
of ferries, 12.97 million for re-
habilitation of signalling sys-
tem and 8.108 million dollars
for procurement of dredger for
Chittagong Port.

France has agreed to provide
4.75 million dollars as food aid
during the current fiscal.

The Netherlands committed
83.84 million dollars for four
projects. These include 7.30
million dollars for procure-
ment of high-power tugboat, 23
million for procurement of
dredgers and 42.59 million
dollars for procurement of steel
bridge.

Commitments from the EC
total 103.18 million dollars in-
clgding 29.68 million as food
ald,

Switzerland will provide 10
million dollars for the Post Lit-
eracy and Continuing Educa-
tion Project while Italy has
agreed to give 37.72 million for
six projects.

Technical assistance of
15.86 million dollars are ex-
pected from Luxemberg for 16
project for human resource de-
velopment.

The lowest assistance of 0.28
million dollars came from Bel-

um for co-operation in the in
iled metallurgy and material
engineering.

Bangladesh's development
partners are meeting in Paris
this month where they will

make aid commitment for the
next financial year.

The government is likely to
seek 2.03 billion dollars assis-
tance for fiscal 2000-2001.
Donors have indicated that aid
commitments could be between
1.80 and 2.30 billion for devel-
opment projects.
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