DHAKA SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2000

Kashmir officials
exhume bodies
of 5 victims

for DNA tests

SRINAGAR, India, Apr B:
Kashmir authorities have ex-
humed the bodies of five Mus-
lims Killed by Indian security
forces to test if they were sepa-
ratist rebels or Innocent civil-
ians, an official statement sald
today reports AFP.

Following an order from
Kashmir chief minister Faroo
Abdullah, senior officials ha
exhumed all the bodies by late
Friday.

A communique from the
Kashmir government said DNA
tests would be carried out to
confirm their identities. Medi-
cal experts took samples from
the bodies, which were sealed in
the presence of officials and the
relatives,

The relatives identified the
bodies by the teeth, rings and
pleces of cloth still remaining
on the charred bodies.

Khurshid Abmed Ganai. di-
visional commissioner of
Kashmir. told AFP: "All the five
bodies have been recognised by
the family members. The gov-
ernment is waiting for tests to
be conducted before saying any-
thing on the issue.”

Indian security forces have
said the five were "foreign” Mus-
lim separatist militants in-
volved in the massacre of 36
Sikh villagers in Kashmir on
March 20.

However, all the five bodies
were claimed by villagers as
those of local civilians., who
had gone missing after their
supposed arrest by the security
forces after the massacre of
Sikh villagers.

Pakistan denies link
with radioactive

material

ISLAMABAD, Apr 8: Islam-
abad today denied reports ra-
dioactive material recently
seized in Uzbekistan was des-
tined for Pakistan, reports
AFP.

"The government of Pak- |
istan has nothing to do with
this episode. We are not in any
way connected with this ship-

ment,” foreign office
spokesman Tariq Altaf told re-
porters.

"This is obviously an at-
tempt to falsely implicate Pak-
istan, which we condemn,” he
said.

Authorities in UzbeKkistan
last Sunday seized 10 small
containers of radioactive mate-
rial from a car on the border
with Kazakhstan, an UzbekK cus-
toms spokesman said.

Akhmadjon Djoumaniazov
said the radioactivity of the

material, valued at more than |

18.000 dollars, was 250 times
the legal limit.

The Iranian driver of the car
was trying to get the material to
Pakistan via Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and lIran. It was
destined for a Pakistani com-
pauy. Djoumaniazov said,
without elaborating

Pak lawyers
boycott court

KARACHI, Apr 8: Lawyers
wore black armm bands and boy-
cotted courts in the southern
port city of Karachi today to
protest the Kkilling a day earlier
of a prominent Shi'ite Muslim
attorney, reports AP.

On Friday, unidentified

nmen killed Wagar Hussain

aqvi, secretary of Tehrik-e-
Jaffria, an organisation for
Shi‘ite Muslim law in Pakistan.

Nagvi's 18-year-old son and ,
their driver also was killed in
the attack.

No group claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, but police
suspect extremist Sunni Mus-
lims may be involved in the
shooting which occurred on the
first day of the Islamic month
of Muharram.

In recent years, there have
been bloody incidents of vio-
lence between militant Shi'ite
and Sunni Muslim groups dur-
ing Muharram.

Extremist Sunni Muslim
5mup5 want Shi'ilte Muslims

eclared non-Muslims.

- Tamil Tigers
sink navy
gun boats

COLOMBO, Apr 8: Tamil
Tiger guerillas destroyed two
navy gun boats In northern Sri
Lanka where heavy fighting
raged with casualties mounting
on both sides, the defence min-
istry and the rebels said today.
reports AFP. :

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
sald the two Dvora-class gun
boats were hit by artillery fire
near the coast of Nagar Kovil in
the Jaffna peninsula on Friday
evening.

"Following the incident a sea
battle raged and continued for
several hours.” the LTTE said in
a statement sent here from its
London office

The defence ministry in a
statement admitted the two
craft were lost in a rebel attack
and sald a rescue operation giv-
ing details.

The ministry also sald two
soldlers and seven Tiger rebels
were killed In ground battles in
the Jafina peninsula on Friday,

Government troops are bat-
tling to recapture territory lost
to Tamil rebels in northern Sri
Lanka.

The army used artillery fire

to neutralise Tamil Tiger posi-

tions near Thanankilappu, the

defence ministry said.

Even as the fighting which
ys ago
raged in the north of the island,
agencies expressed concern

began more than 12

al
for civillan safety,

ISLAMABAD, Apr 8: Pak-
jstan today accused India of
keeping regional tensions
“high" and waginF a propaganda
war against it after New Delhi
rejected an offer for the violent
rivals to sit down and talk, re-
ports AFP.

Tensions over the Kashmir
remain "high" despite recent
visits to India and Pakistan by
US President Bill Clinton, who
urged the neighbours to start a
peace dialogue, fnrean olfice
spokesman Tariq Altaf said.

Rival troops continue to
trade fire across the disputed
border in the Himalayan state
of Kashmir, divided between the
two nuclear-armed nelighbours
and claimed by both.

India last week turned down
Pakistan's formal offer to re-
sume their dialogue, saying
there must first be an end to its

"corss-border terrorism” -- a
charge consistently denied by
Islamabad.

“We think by rejecting dia-
logue, they are going against the
trend of the times and against
the will of the international
community,” Altaf told a press
briefing.

India's purpose "is to con-
tinue to drum up propaganda
against Pakistan as a smoke-
screen to divert international
attention from their atrocities
against the Kashmiris by their
armed forces," he said.

New Delhi blames I[slam-
abad for the long-running un-
rest in its zone of Kashmir,
where a Muslim separatist
campalgn has left more than
25,000 people dead since 1989,

Pakistan calls the campaign
an “indigenous” struggle for

self-determination for which it
vows open political and moral
support.

he dispute over Kashmir
has caused two wars between
Pakistan and India since 1947,
Fierce battles in the Kargll areca
of Kashmir last year brought
the two countries dangerously
close to another all-out con-
flict.

"Parroting allegations of in-
filtration (from Pakistan) will
take them nowhere,” Altal said,
renewing a Pakistani proposal
to create a mutual mechanism
to monitor the dividing Line of
Control in Kashmir.

Responding to questions, the
spokesman voiced suspicion of
India's involvement in three
bomb explosions in Pakistan
on Friday which left more than
20 people injured.

Isolation of Russia over
Chechnya growing : US

WASHINGTON, Apr 8: The
United States said on Friday
Russia's suspension from Eu-
rope's oldest club of democratic
governments showed its actions
in Chechnya were isolating it
from the international com-
munity, reports Reuters.

"We understand the concerns
that motivated the council of
Europe to suspend the Russian
delegation unless it improves
its ﬁuman rights record in
Chechnya,” State Department
spokesman James Rubin said at
a regular brieling.

"It demonstrates for those
who have their doubts that the
conflict in Chechnya is indeed
increasing Russia's sense of iso-
lation internationally.” he
added.

He reiterated Washington's
lea that Moscow investigate
uman rights abuses by its

forces in the conflict, give the
International Committee of the
Red Cross access to detainees in
the region and reestablish of-

fices in Chechnya of the Organ-
isation for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe.

Rubin said reports of con-
tinued fighting in Chechnya
showed there could be no mili-
tary solution to the contlict.

He said the 4 1-nation Coun-
cil off Europe's decision on
Thursday to suspend Russija's
voting rights — only the second
such move in its 51-year-old
history — was a reflection of
Russia's increasing isolation.

“Hopefully that will help ...
mdke the Russian leaders see
the danger of continuing on

their current course,” he said.
"The war continues. It's now

moved from cities to a guerilla
operation with no end in sight.

"The world is increasingly
concerned and hopefully at
some point the calculus in
Moscow will change and the po-
litical solution we've been call-
ing for will become more possi-
ble."

Rubin played down com-

ments by Portuguese Foreign |

Minister Jafme Gama that
President-elect Vladimir Putin
was considering a political so-
lution to the conflict.

"We are not yet convinced
that the necessary steps are go-
ing to be taken," he said.

Gama, whose country holds
the rotating presidency of the
European Union, told a news
conference in Moscow earlier
that Putin had spoken during a
meeting at the Kremlin of his
intention to propose a political
solution.

The United States has re-
Eeatedly urged the Kremlin to

nd interlocutors in the region,
address the social and economic
concerns under lying the
conflict and give full access to
international organisations to
work in the region.

"We continue to remain open
to hearing additional informa-
tion suggesting that such a po-
litical solution is imminent,”
Rubin said.
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Nepalese Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala (R) calls on visiting Chinese
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general staff of the People's Liberation Army (PLA), General Fu Quanyou (L) in

Kathmandu on Friday. A nine-member military goodwill delegation led by General Fu
arrived in Nepal on Thursday on a five-day visit.
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Muslim protesters try to flee a Srinagar street after police fired tear gas canisters near a
main mosque on Friday to disperse the group. Several thousand Muslims protested

against the shooting down of eight Muslim demonstrators in Anantnag.

Blairs turn down
big money for
first baby photos

LONDON, Apr 8: Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair and his preg-
nant wife, Cherie, have turned
down several six-figure offers

for the first pictures of their
fourth child due in about six
weeks, newspapers reported to-
day, says Reuters.

A Downing Street spokes-
man could not confirm the
reports but the Times said the
Blairs had decided to hire a
Hlmtographer to capture the

rst portrait which would then
be distributed free of charge.

Throughout his term at
Number 10, the Prime Minister
has closely guarded the privacy
of his children, Euan, 15,
Nicky, 14, and Kathryn, 11, try-
ing to ensure they grow up in as
normal an environment as

ssible.

The Blairs recently won a
High Court injunction to stop
the tabloid Mail on Sunday
newspaper publishing excerpts
of a book written by their for-
mer nanny.

Blair is expected to take a

few days off when the baby is
born — his wife is due late May,

UN threatens more sanctions .

— AFP photo

China again warns
Taiwan leaders

BEIJING, Apr 8: China on
Saturday again warned Tai-
wanese leaders against moving
toward independence, accusing
Vice President-elect Annette Lu
of being an incurable separatist
who would come to "no good.”
reports AP.

Like Taiwan President-elect
Chen Shui-bian, Lu has said she
would support a formal declara-
tion of independence for the |s-
land only if Beijing attacked.

But she has harshly criti-
cised China for threatening
Taiwan, and supported a "slow
diplomacy” approach to coun-
tering China's attempts to iso-
late Talwan.

That criticism prompted
China's Taiwan Affairs Office
to issue as harsh statement, run
by the state-run Xinhua News
Agency and carried on the front
page of Saturday's People’s
Daily, accusing Lu of using
“threats” to Incite Taiwanese
against unification with the
mainland.

"She uses poisonous words
plotting to incite Taiwan coin-
rades to hate their compatriots

on the motherland.” and ac-
companying commentary by
Xinhua said This reveals
again that she is an extreme,
incurable 'Taiwan Indepen-
dence' agitator.”

Chen and Lu are to take of-
fice on May 20. They were
elected in a March 18 vote that
forced out the Nationalists who
had ruled Talwan since they
fled from the mainland amid
civil war 51 years ago.

China deeply distrusts Chen
because his Democratic Pro-
gressive Party favours formal
independence. Lu was an out-
spoken supporter of Taiwanese
independence but has subdued
her criticism of Beijing as part
of her party's policy to avoid
provoking China

Commenting on the state-
ment by the Taiwan Affairs
Council, Lu said Chinese lead-
ers were shocked by Taiwan's
March 18 vote, could not come
up with any countermeasures,
and thus had to resort to the
"outdated schemes” of foment-
ing disputes within Taiwan's
leadership

against Taliban

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 8:
The Security Council threat-

rened further sanctions Friday

against Afghanistan’'s Taliban
militia to compel it to agree to
UN demands to end fighting and
hand over Osama bin Laden for
trial in the bombing of two US
embassies, reports AP.

In a statement adopted after
an open debate on Afghanistan,
council members blasted the
Taliban for the unabated vio-
lence and worsening humani-
tarian conditions in the coun-
try.

They urged the Taliban to
stop new offences and resume
talks with opposition factions
and called on the militia's for-
eign allies to halt the supply of
personnel and weapons to the
warring factions.

The council froze Taliban
assets in November and im-
posed an air embargo on the
Taliban-run airline to force the
militia to deliver bin Laden for
trial in the bombings in east

Africa in August 1998.
The Taliban have
saving he is their guest.
In the statement, the council
said'it "reaffirms its readiness
to consider the imposition of
further targeted measures
with the aim of achieving the
full implementation of all its
relevant resolutions.”
Canadian Foreign Minister
Lloyd Axworthy said the coun-
cil should "consider measures
to cut off the supply of weapons
to belligerents.” Axworthy, who
was in New York to chair the
meeting, did not elaborate.

refused,

Movements of Taliban fight-
ers and equipment in and
around Kabul have increased in
recent days as they prepare for
new spring offences, John
Renninger, head of Asia-Pacilic
division of the organisation's
Department of Political Affairs,
told the council.

The militia also has been re-
cruiting non-Afghan fighters

through religious schools in

Pakistan, he said

"There is eyvery indication |

that preparations.lor an organ
ised, large-scale offensive are

now well under wayv on both |

sides,” Renninger said

The Taliban rule almost 90 |

per cent of Afghanistan. includ-
ing Kabul, and have been fight-
ing the opposition on
fronts since they drove the gov-
ermnmernt out two years ago

Richard Holbrooke, the US
ambassador to the United Na-
tions, said the war has exacer-
bated an already dire humani-
tarian situation

Taliban leaders have made it
difficult for the United Nations
and other aid agencies to oper-

ate in Afghanistan, complicat- |
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Women and girls are denied
basic health care and education
and cannot
male relative

Blast kills 3 in Chechnya: » ..

explosion in Sernovodsk, in western Chechnya, killed three
people and wounded several others, the Russian government
office in Chechnya told the ITAR-TASS news agency Saturday,

AFP reports from Moscow.

Early Inquiries Into Friday's blast showed that two adults
and a child died. The authorities spoke of injured but did not say

hew many.

Annan to visit 5 African states: u»

Secretary-General Kofi Annan will pay official visits to five
West Alrican countries between April 25 and May 2, a UN
spokeswoman sald on Friday, Reuters reports from United

Nations.

Annan, currently on trip to Europe and Cuba, will be back at

UN headquarters for about a week before leavin

g for West

Africa. His first African stop will be in Senegal, from April 25
to 28. The other countries on his itinerary are; Gambia, Gabon,

Central African Republic, and Cameroon.
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85 anti-nuclear
activists detained
in Turkey

ANKARA, Apr 8: Police in
the southern Turkish city of
Mersin on Friday detaine¢d 85
anti-nuclear activists protest-
ing the planned construction of
a nuclear plant In the region,
the Anatolia news agency re-
ported, says AFP.

The detentions came ahead
of a government announce-
ment, expected later Friday, of
the tender winner to construct
the plant.

Environmentalists are
highly critical of the nuclear
plant project as the l_pI'UpDEiE[l
site, at AkKkuyu, lies 25 km from
a seilsmic faultline,

gusa-ian Pres@dent Vludimir_Pulin (R) shakes hands with EU High Commissioner for
Gormgn Relations and Secur!ty Javier Solana (L), as Portuguese Foreign Minister Jaime
ama (2nd R) looks on, during their meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow on Friday. The

meeting with a senior EU delegation comes one day after the Council of Europe invoked

procedures to suspend Russia's membership in the 41-nation right
| over Moscow's crackdown in Chechnya. X b on rights and democracy body
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Elian’s father allowed to
take his son back to Cuba

WASHINGTON, Apr 8: The
father of Cuban castaway Elian
Gonzalez has won the green
light to take his son home to
Cuba next week, setting the
stage for a showdown in the
bitter custody battle with his
Miami relatives who have re-
fused to turn the boy over, re-
ports AFP.

“I am going to have my child
soon,” Juan Miguel Gonzalez
told reporters after a meeting
Friday with Attorney General
Janet Reno in Washington.

Reno announced that, early
next week in Miami, custody
will be formally transferred to
the father and his relatives will
be given "instructions on when
and where" they are to hand
Elian over.

‘It is time for this little boy
who has been through so much
to be with his father,” Reno told
reporters,

"l whole-heartedly reject
Cuba's system of government,”
Reno said. "But it is not our
place to punish a father for his
political bellefs or where he
wants to ralse his child.”

No date was set for Elian’s
actual reunion with his father,
whom the boy has not seen
since his November 1999 rescue
at sea, but Reno said she ex-
pected the family to comply and
quickly wrap up the explosive
standolf.

Gonzalez, 31, will be free to
take Elfan back to Cuba, but
Reno added she would talk to
Gonzalez about staying until
the court case Is settled next
month, provided the Miami
relatives agreed to turn Elian
over voluntarily.

Reno noted that the Miami
family repeatedly has refused to
sl%n a pledge to turn over Ellan
voluntarily should they lose
their appeal of a January court
decision that the boy belongs
with his father.

The boy's great-uncle, Lazaro
Gonzalez, has been caring for
him since Elian was found

clinging to an inner tube off the
Florida coast after his mother
drowned seeking asylum in the
United States.

In January, the US Justice
Department ruled against the
Miami relatives' request to
grant Elian a US asylum hear-
ing, arguing that only his father

could determine his immigra-

tion status.

Shortly after Reno's an-
nouncement Friday, a letter
from the Miami family's

was made public, asking to meel
with Juan Miguel.

The family said they believe
Gonzalez "should meet with the
boy in his home in Miami as
soon as possible, but as a father,
without an entourage. without
Cuban military or diplomatic
representatives, but with his
new wife and Elian's hall
brother.”

The family argues that Juan
Miguel Gonzalez Is under Cas-
tro's influence and that the boy
is "afraid” to go home

-v . ¥. I

Six-year-old Elian Gonzalez watches as visitors leave the
home of his Miami relatives in Little Havana on Friday.
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Pakistan accuses India
of fuelling tensions

Russia may
develop
stealth jet

WASHINGTON, Apr 8: Russia
is pursuing the design and pos-
sible development of a "stealth”
bomber that would be larger
than the radar-avolding US F-
117 fighter and smaller than
America's B-2 strategic bomber,
according to Aviation Week &
Space Technology Magazine,
reports Reuters,

In an article to be published
on Monday, the magazine said
work was under way at Sukhol
alrcraft in Russia and suggested
it might signal willingness by
cash-strapped Moscow to de-
velop expensive new arms.

“The future of the Russian
stealth bomber programme will
be a significant indicator of the
course that new President
Viadimir Putin intends to fol-
low on air force modernisation
and issues about the country's
ability to wage modern warfare
bevond Its borders.,” Aviation
Week said.

It called the programme
significant because Russia was
pursuing not only the new SS-
27 Topol ballistic missile but
design and possibly prototype
work on a new bomber to give
Moscow more parity with
Washington in nuclear and tac-
tical manned strike aircraft ca-
pability.

The aircraft, designated the
T-60s and sometimes called the
S-60, most likely uses a vari-
able geometry wing but with
substantial stealth design
characteristics embodied in the
overall alrcraft shape, the mag-
azine reported,

The Russians also have ex-
amined flying-wing stealth
bomber concepts for an aircraft
that would be smaller than the
B-2, it said.

The United States has used
its two radar-avolding stealth
jets, built with odd shapes and
materials that absorb rather
than reflect radar signals, with
great effectiveness.

Palestinians,
[srael resume
peace talks

WASHINGTON, Apr 8: Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators be-
gan a week of talks at secluded
Bolling Air Force Base in Wash-
ington on Friday as the target
date approached for an agree-
ment on borders. Jerusalem
and refugees, reports Reuters.

But the middle-level negoti-
ating teams, led by Oded Eran
for Israel and Yasser Abed
Rabbo for the Palestinians,
were unlikely to reach an
agreement without more talks
between their leaders, diplo-
mats said on Friday,

“No single round of talks can
be expected to solve all the com-
plex core issues between Israelis
and Palestinians,” added Israeli
embassy spokesman Mark
Regev

“This round must be seen as
another link in a process to-
ward reaching a framework
agreement by May,"” he said.

The framework agreement is
meant as a step toward a com-
prehensive agreement by Sept.
13. covering all "final status”
issues such as the size and sta-
tus of the Palestinian territo-
ries, Jerusalem, water rights,
the fate of Palestinian refugees
and Jewish settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza.

The same negotiators met at
Bolling for one week last month
without evidence of either
progress or deadlock.

State Department
spokesman James Rubin said
the negotiators met informally
over dinner on Thursday and
would have a trilateral meeting
with US special Middle East
peace talk coordinator Dennis
Ross on Friday afternoon.

A Palestinian source said
the Untied States was taking a
backseat role in the talks and
that the first formal session on
Friday was purely bilateral.

Group ot 77
holds summit
next week

HAVANA, Apr 8: Moammar
Gaddafi of Libvya and Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat are
among at least 65 heads of state
who will attend the first presi-
dential summit, organised by
the Group of 77 dere]uplng na-
tions next week, reports AP.

The presidents of Venezuela,

/ | : e

the Dominican Republic, Viet-
nam, Cambodia and Indonesia
have confirmed their atten-
dance. Kim Yong Nam, presi-
dent North Korea's parliament
and the country's ceremonial
head of state, will come to Cuba
for the summit and an official
visit., the North's media re-
ported.

About half of the heads of
state will come from African
nations that have friendly rela-
tions with communist Cuba,
including Namibia, Zambia,
Angola, and South Africa.

Among the main goals of the
§ﬂtlu‘ring known as the South
Summit will be to promote rela-
ttons among Third World na-
tions, said Arthur Mbanefo,
president of the G-77 and Nige-
ria's ambassador to the United
Nations.

"We have not been able to
talk with each other,” Mbanefo
said. He also said it is impor-
tant for poor nations of the
southern part of the globe to
improve relations with richer
nations located largely in the
North, emphasising another
summit theme.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence in Havana, Mbanefo an-
nounced the attendance of
Gaddafi and Arafat. He also
said that UN Secretary General
Koft Annan would attend the

— AFP photo

summit.
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