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Glory of The Red And

Screening of a TV drama

By Nazmul Ashraf
HE dignity of our
national flag is often

I marred by its misuse. The

abuse occurs in terms of
violation of the f{lag rules.
Keeping the flag hoisted after
sun set or hoisting defective
flags is a very common mal-
practice in our country. Flag
rules are largely ignored by pub-
lic and private organisations as
well as by individuals.

The reasons for this be-
haviour are simple. Most of the
people dealing with the flag are
ignorant about the rules, not to
speak of the message that our
green-and-red flag carries.

They hardly know about ap-
propriate measurement and
colours of the national flag.
Even those who know don't
bother to go by the rules. Steps
are seldom taken against such
offences or to educate people
about the use and rules of the
flag.

This is what Rezanur Rah-
man's drama Pataka (or flag) is
all about. The drama highlights
the gross violation of flag rules.
It endeavours to create public
awareness on the issue. Written

as well as directed by himself,
Rahman, also attempts to edu-
cate people, specially the
younger generation about the
nation’s struggle to achieve the
flag.

A special screening of the
drama was held at the Democ-
racy Watch auditorium in the
city recently. The drama was
previously screened on BTV on
March 26.

The story focuses on a flag
vendor who teaches his clients
about appropriate use of the na-
tional flag. He also distributes
hand-written copies of booklet
on rules describing the proper
use of the flag.

The vendor, Omar, fought for
the country's liberation and
hence the flag is very sacred for
him. He considers it a first
hand proof of his freedom and
takes it as his own responsibil-
ity to see that no one abuses it.
While he moves around the city
with the flags to sell, his eyes
are more on the flags hoisted
atop public and private build-
ings than the buyers. Abuse of
the flag shocks Omar. He
protests and faces threats be-
cause of his love for the flag.

Poverty holds him back in

Selim Mahbub, Tazin Ahmed and Raisul Islam Asad in a scene from the drama Pataka

his noble gesture. His wife, rel-
atives and neighbours press

him to give up selling flags. He
even refuses offers for better oc-

cupation which would have

helped himn get his only daugh-

ter married to a well-off family
for his love and devotion to-
wards the safekeeping of the na-
tional flag.

The academically illiterate
Omar also teaches kids at an
open school the history behind
the flag and its use. “A flag is
not merely a piece of cloth. It is
synonymous to the country, it

symbolises a glorious history of

our motherland,” Omar tells
the kids, his eyes glitter with
passion.

The school for street urchins
is run by a young man called
Samad to whom Omar’s daugh-
ter gets married. Though a mas-
taan, Samad goes by Omar's
Spirit.

The story ends with Omar
handing over the flag and its
‘safekeeping’ to Samad in
whom he finds a loyal follower.
Thus Samad, representing the
younger generation, succeeds
the patriot, the freedom fighter
and a great admirer of the na-
tional flag.

Popular actor, Raisul Islam
Asad, who plays the role of flag
vendor says, “As a freedom
fighter, I always feel deeply at-
tached with any story relating
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to the country’'s struggle for in-
dependence. | always enjoy the
role of a freedom fighter.”
Commenting on the drama,
Asad adds, “There should have
been a film on the theme. Fre-
quent screening of such a film
could have created a wider im-
pact In the society. I think the
drama will help create public
awareness and focus on the dig-
nity and use of our national
flag, that symbolises the coun-
try and the history of its emer-
gence as an independent state.”

Rezanur Rahman, a journal-
ist-cum-playwright, says about
his drama: "One cannot love his
country without loving his flag.
I'm sure the tele- drama will in-
spire many to uphold the dig-
nity of our national flag,”

“The flag comes up not so
clearly in our dramas or films,
but never as the main theme”,
he said, “this is for the first
time an entire drama has been
devoted to the issue”.

What prompted Rahman
choose the plot for his Indepen-
dence Day drama? “The disre-
spect towards our National Flag
has inspired me .” an emotion-
charged dramatist said at the
screening of the drama.

Saturday 7th April
(All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not be
responsible for any change in
the programme)

BBC

6:00 BBC World News 6:30 Click
Online (Pres.-Stephen Cole)
7:00 BBC News 7:30 Asia Today
8:00 BBC News 8:30 Asia Today
9:00 BBC World News 9:30 Asia
Today 9:45 World Business Re-
port 10:00 BBC News 10:30
World Living : Talking Movies
(Pres.- Tom Brook) 11:00 World
News 11:30 Australia Direct
12:00 World News 12:30 World
Living: Question Time India
Talk (Presenter- Dr. Prnnoy
Roy) 1:30 BBC World News 1:30
Correspondent #2/2- The Cor-
sica Rebellion 2:00 BBC World
News 2:10 Horizon: Antarctica-
The lce Lives 3:10 Full Circle
#2/10- Japan And Korea 4:30

World Living: Holiday 5:00 BBC
News 5:30 This Week 6:00 World
Headlines 6:10 Horizon:

Antarctica- The Ice Lives 7:00
BBC World News 7:30 Wild
World: The Trials of Life 22/24
8:05 Weekend World 8:10 Corre-
spondent- Licence To Kill 9:00
BBC World News 9:10 Full Cir-
cle #2/10- Japan And Korea
10:00 World News 10:30 Face To
Face India (Presenter- Karan
Thapar) 11:00 BBEC World News
11:30 This Week 12:00 World
News 12:30 Earth Report- Water
Pressure 1:00 World News
Headlines 1:10 Horizon:
Antarctica- The Ice Lives 2:00
BBC World News 2:30 Talking
Movies (Presenter- Tom Brook)
3:00 BBC World News 3:10 Cor-
respondent- Licence To Kill

CHANNEL [V]

7:30 (V] Hit Machine 10:30 Vir-
tual |V]/ Jobshop 11:00 [V] On

Campus 11:30 [V] Hit Machine
12:00 [V] Style Police 12:30 [V]
Gone India 1:00 [V] Hit Machine
2:30 [V] Mainstage 3:30 [V] Hit

Machine 5:30 [V] Saturday Spe-
cial 6:30 [V] Top Of the Pops 7:00
[V] Hit Machine 7:30 Karaoke

8:00 [V] News 8:30 Billboard US

Countdown 9:30 [V] Hit Machine
11:30 [V] Saturday Special 12:30
[V] Hit Machine

STARPLUS

6:30 Ninaad 7:30 Good Mornin
India (News, Ent.) 9:30 TraveF
Asia #143 10:00 The Great Es-
cape 10:30 Living On The Edge
11:00 | Love My India #40 11:3

Star Bestsellers Ep- Ek Shyam
Ki Mulaquat (*Irfan Khan) 12:30
TVC Shoping 1:00 Hit Ya Fit
#240 1:30 Ajeeb Dastaan 2:00
Serial: Dhondh #30 (*Pooja
Bhat, Akshay Anand, Aly
Khan) 2:30 Bakemans - Ooh La
La Vj Ruby #134 rpt. (Hindi Top
20 Countdown) 3.30 Tea Time
Cinema: Bewafai (*Rajesh
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Khanna, Tina Munim, Ra-
jnikant, Meenakshi Sheshadri)
6:30 Best of The Kinetic Mega
Show #1- Vj Ruby Bhatia 7:00
Hit Ya Fit 7:30 Wagle Ki Nayi
Duniya #1 8:00 Pal Chhin #52

8:30 Star Box Offic Hindi Film:
Zor (*Sunny Deol, Sushmita
Sen) 9:30 Star News 10:00 Hindi
Film (Contd.) 11:00 Aaj Ki Baat

11:30 Hindi Film (Contd.) 1:30

Aaj Ki Baat 2:00 Best of The Ki-

netic Mega Show #1- Vj Ruby
Bhatia 2:30 Zindagi (*Supria
Pathak. Sharmila
Tagore,Urmila Matondkar, Ki-
ran Kumar) 3:00 Serial: Gum-

rah 3:30 Saboot 4:30 Serial:

Katha Sagar 5:00 Ninaad

STAR WORLD

7:00 Crystal Maze 8:00 Fox Kids
Show- Biker Mice From Mars
8:30 Fox Kids Show- Spiderman
9:00 Fox Kids Show- X Men 9:30
Fox Kids Show- Goosebumps
10:00 TV. Com 10:30 Travel
Asia 11:00 Jackie Collin Hol-

lywood 11:30 Grace Under Fire
12:00 Mike Hammer Private
Eye 10:00 The Bold & The Beau-
tiful 3:00 The Adventures of
Sinbad 4:00 Series: Hercules

Ep- Armageddon Now Pt-1

(*Kevin Sorbo) 5:00 World
Wrestling Federation Metal
6:30 Series: Xena -Warriors
Prences Forgiven (*Lucy Law-
less) 7:00 Series: Baywatch Ep-
The Big Blue 8:00 Series: Water
Rats Import-Export Pt-1 9:00
3rd Rock From The Sun Ep-
9:30 Series: Baywatch Ep- The
Big Blue 10:30 Series: Xena
-Warriors Prences #Ep- For-

given (*Lucy Lawless) 11:30 Se-

ries: Hercules Ep- Armageddon
Now Pt-1 (*Kevin Sorbo) 12:30
Mike Hammer Private Eye 1:30
series: Water Rats lmport-Ex-

port Pt-1 2:30 Grace Under Fire

3:00 Series: The Key of David
3:30 Morris Ceruillo 4:00 Hour
of Power 5:00 Lassie 5:30 Doogie
Howser 6:00 Batman 6.30 Jack

Hanna s Animal Adventures

STAR MOVIES

7:30 Thriller: Paradise Lost
(*William Forsythe, Marina
Sirtis, Nigel Havers) (12) 9:30
Musical: Newsies (*Christian
Bale, Bill Pullman, Robert Du-
vall, Ann-Margret) (15) 11:30
Drama: What's Eating Gilbert
Grape? (*Johnny Depp.
Leonardo DIiCaprio, Juliette
Lewis) (15) 1:45 Drama: Net-

work (15) 4:00 Drama: Ed Wood
{(*Johnny Deep, Martin Landau,
Sarah Jessica Parker, Paltrivia
Arquette) (PG) 6:30 Documen-

tary: 100 Years 100 Movies (The
Antiheroes) 7:30 Action: Mortal
Kombat-2(15) 9:30 Us Top Ten

10:00 Thrillennium: Hard Rain
(*Morgan Freeman, Christian
Slater, Randy Quaid, Minnie
Driver) (15) 12:00 Saturday Late
Night Movies: Black Dealh
(*Kate Jackson, Howard Hesse-
man, Jeffrey Nordling) (12) 2:00
Drama: Romeo Is Bleeding (15)

CARTOON NETWORK

6:30 Jetsons 7:00 Flintstones

7:30 The Popepy Show 8:00
Scooby & Scrappy Doo 8:30
Dexter's Laboratory 9:00
Johnny Bravo 9:30 What A Car-
toon Show 10:00 The Com-
pletely Mental Misadventures
of Ed Grimley 10:30 Big Bag
11:00 Mon Chhichis 11:30 Tomn
& Jerry Kids 12:00 Two Stupid

Dogs 12:30 The Twisted Tales of
Felix The Cat 1:00 Bugs & Daffy
Show 1:30 The Detective Sqaud
2:00 Goldie Gold And Action
Jack 2:30 Captain Planet 3:00

The Mask 3:30 Adams Fauily
4:00 The Real Adventure of
Jonny Quest 4:30 Scooby Doo

Where Are You? 5:00 The
Popepy Show 5:30 Dexter's

Laboratory 6:00 Johnny Bravo
6:30 What A Cartoon Show 7:00
Tom & Jerry Show 7:30 Bugs &

Dafty Show 8:00 Two Stupid

Dogs 8:30 The Detective Sqaud

9:00 The Twisted Tales of Felix

The Cal

DISCOVERY
CHANNEL

6:30 Ushuaia 7:30 Travelers
8:30 Lonely Planet 9:30 Eyewit-
ness 10:30 Withouy Waming
11:30 Ragin ﬂlanet 12:30 Sur-
vivors 1:30 Hunters 2:30 Ulti-
mate Guide 3:30 Untamed
Amazonia 4:30 Beyond 2000
5:00 Discovery News 5:30 As-
signment Discovery 6:30 Going
Wild With Leff Corwin 7:00 So
You Want To Be? 7:30 Oceans of
Mystery 8:30 Challenge 9:30
Adventure Crazy 10:00 Outer
Bounds 10:30 Wings 11:30 On
the Inside 12:30 Challenge 1:30
Adventure Crazy 2:00 Outer

Bounds 2:30 Wings 3:30 Ultra-
selence 4:80 Splat! 5:00 Beyond
2000 5:30 Biscover Magazine
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Wandering Lens
‘om Shiraz tol

rkand, Himalaya and
more” that is how the up
ng exhibition of the
ed Indian photographer
Mukharji’s exhibition is
ribed. The inauguration of
exhibition was held on
{1 7 at 5pm at Drik Gallery.

O Sy

Shishir at Gallery 21

Shishir Bhattacharjee's
solo exhibition was inaugu-
rated on March 31 at Gallery
21. Artist Quayyum Chowd-
hury inaugurated the exhibi- -
tion. Starting from Shafiud- ' ,

din Ahmed, Mohammad Kib-
ria, Aminul Islam to Rafiqun
Nabi, Munirul Islam, Mah-
mudul Hagq, all of his teachers
were present at the inaugural
ceremony. This exhibition
will be open to all till April 10
from 10 am to 8 pm.

Photography
Exhibition by Tarun

The first solo photography
exhibition by Tarun was inau-
gurated on April 7 at the Na-
tional Photographic Gallery,
Bangladesh Photographic
Society, 87 Science Lab, Qut.

ALPHA TV

6:30 Alaap 7:00 Kee Darun
Dreshow 7:30 Monihaar 8:00

Serial: Grihalakshmeer Jinn
8:30 Serial: Bhorer Alo 9:00

Shyaola (*Kushal Banergee,

Pallob, Sabbosachi, Biplob
Chatargee) 9:30 Serial: Jiban
Jeban 10:00 Serlal: Ek Akasher
Niche 10:30 Serial: Hiyar Ma-
jhe 11:00 Serial: Daag 11:30 Se-
rial: Annu Bhuvan 12:00 Serial:
Ekushe Pa 12:30 Serial: Ek
Akasher Niche 1:00 Sanghaat
1.30 Khana Khazana 2.00 Se-
rial;: Aamra Probashi#6 2.30
Bangla Movie- Bhag Bandi
Khela 5:00 Bharat Bhroman
5:30 Asian Sky Shop 6:00 Se-
rial: Amaar Tumi 6:30 Serial:
Reen (*Navanit Nishan. Mohan
Vandari) 7:00 Zee Jalsa 7:30
News In Bangali 8:00 Serial:
Shoni-Robi Mogar Chobi #4
8:30 Serial: Half Chocalate #6
9:00 Serial: Nil Chander Alo
9:30 Serial: Guest House 10:00
News In Bangali 10:30 Serial:
Jiban Jeban 11:00 Serial: Ek
Akasher Niche 11:30 Serial:
Hiyar Majhe 12:00 Daag 12:30
Bharat Bhroman 1:00 Gri-
hosajja 1:30 Bangla Movie-
Bhag Bandi Khela 4:00 Serial:
Reen 4:30 Serial: Shoni-Robi
Mogar Chobi #4

SONY TV

7:30 Aatma 8:0 Sant Asaram

Wanl 8:30 Ramayan 9:30 Music
Mantra (Trailer show) 10:00
Chartbusters 10:30 The Good
Home Show 11:00 Cook It Up
With Tarla Dalal 11 :3})
Archana Talkies 12:30 Cine
Matinee Hindi Film: 4:00
Udaan 4:30 Mahayagya 5:00
Heena (*Rakhi Bhijan, Siman
Singh, Rahul Bhatt, Nina
Kulkarni) 5:30 Kanyadaan
(*kiran Kher, Poonam Narula)
6:00 Saaya (*Achintay Kaur,

Anup Soni, Aar Mahadev, Mon-

isha) 6:30 Star Yaar Kalakar
7:30 C.1.D. Files Ep- 8:30 Hindi
Fiture Film: Mugqaddar Ka
Faisla 2:30 Midnight Hours:
Aahat = 1:30 CID 2:00 Missing

(Pre.- Jacky Shroff) 2:30 Aahat
The Trunk Pt-2 3:00 The Pop-
padum Show 3:30 Cine Nite-
Film:

LEETV

6:00 Yeadon Ki Pal (B/W Songs)
6:30 Zee News & Business 7:
Bhakti Songs 7:30 Jagran 7:55
Fitness Plus 8:05 Guldasta 8:30
TVS Sa Re Ga Ma 9:30 Disney
Hour (Cartoon) 10:30 Ek Nazar
11:00 Koshish 11:30 Yeh Hal
Mere Apne 12:00 Raahein 12:30
EK Nazar 1:00 Nestle- Jhatgal
Kazana 1.30 Vijay Jyoti 2.00
Hum Paanch 2.30 Daayre
(*Mostafa Siraj) 3:00 Khub-
soorat (Fashion Tips Show)
3:30 Cinema Hits-Hindi Film:
Sabse Bada Rupaiyva
(*Mehmood, Vinod Khanna)
6:30 Gaane Anjane 7:00 Disney
Hour (Cartoon) 8:00 Gudgudee
8:30 Tele Filmm: Chocolate Pt-1
11:30 Alvida Darling 12:00
Basera 12:30 Janam 1:00 Mri-
tyudand 1:30 Hotel Hindustan
(*Salish Koushik, Sudher
Panda, Soma Anand, Ramon
Singh) 2:00 Lakeerein 2:30
Gaane Anjane 3:00 Hindi Fea-
ture Film (B/W): Chalis Din
(*Premnath, Shakila)

yony Max Sat

6:30 Rangeela Re 7:00 Chart-
busters 7:30 Music Mantra 8:00
Film Show: 11:00 Chartbusters
11:30 Music Mantra 12:00 India
Down Under 2:30 Live- Interna-
tional Cricket Dhaka
Bangladesh- Asfa XI Vs Rest of
The World X1 12:00 (Repeat) In-
ternational Cricket Dhaka
Bangladesh- Asia Xl Vs Rest of
The World XI .

Road (1st floor), Dhaka.

The exhibition was inaugu-
| rated by Mostafa Monwar. The
exhibition will remain open
to all from 12.00pm to 8.00pm

till April 30.

Visul Art

The studio Visual Art has
started its journey into the
world of video. The opening o
their video studio will be held
on April 9 at 4.00pm at 128/a
Maghbazar Elephant Road,
Dhaka.

Children Art Biennale ]

The painting exhibition of
the 2nd International Chil-
dren-Art Biennale Bangladesh
2000 started on April 1 at the
Bangladesh Shishu Academy. ‘)

‘Dr S A Malek, Political Ad- 5 b
visor to the Prime Minister N %
was present as chief guest at A
the occasion, while Professor B |
Zinnatun Nesa Talukdar, /o
State Minister for Women and |
Children Affairs, Professor 18
Abdur Razzaque and Professor
Hashem Khan, Institute of
Fine Arts, University of
Dhaka was present as special
guests.

The exhibition will remain
open till April 30 ftrom}
11.00am. to 7.00pm.




