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BOU offers new opportunities

to continue studies

At the advanced age of 42,
Mahmuda Sultana of My-
mensingh is studying for her
HSC examinations this year.
She has three children who
have already passed the 55C
examinations, reports UNB.

Married to a businessman in
Kalikapur, Mymensingh,
Mahmuda passed her 55C ex-
amination in 1978 but could
not continue her studies due to
family problems. Now she is to
appear for her H5C examina-
tion after a gap of 12 years.

Mahmuda is taking the H5C
examinations offered under
Bangladesh Open Umvyersity’'s
(BOU) HSC Programmniae

People of different age limit
ranging from 14 to Sea years,
who were unable contire their
studies in the mainstream edu-
cation system due to financial
or other problems, can enroll
with BOU for SSC and HSC pro-
grammes.

Study breaks or gaps, make
it quite difficult to get back into
the main education system in
the country. Many students as a
result are unable to pursue stud-
jes at all. From that perspective,
BOU provides a new chance to

those who want to take

studies again.

The HSC first year final ex-
aminations under the BOU have
got underway with 12,000 ex-
aminees Iin 78 centres across
the country and Mahmuda Is
one of them,

The SSC final examinations
under BOU began vesterday
with 30,000 examinees in 307
centres across the country. The
SSC first year final examina-
tions also began yesterday.
Some 25,000 candidates are ap-
pearing in the exam.

BOU, established in 1992,
has been conducting its distance
education programme through
its 12 regional offices in Dhaka,
Comilla, Jessone, Sylhet,
Mymensingh, Rajshahi,
Rangpur, Bogra, Chittagong,
Barisal, Faridpur and Khuina.,

Most of the examinees ap-
pearing for SSC or HS5C exaini-
nations are relatively old.

Asma Begum, an HS5C exam-
inee from Dhaka College Cen-
tre, passed her S5C exam in
1995 with 735 marks and dis-
tinctions in Mathematics and
Economles. "My father died
then leaving seven of us broth-

up

[

ers and sisters by ourselves and
[ had to give up my education.
Now BOU has given me an op-
portunity me to resume my
studies and | am very grateful to
it," Asma told UNB.

Ferdousi Mahmuda, a
teacher of the Bangalli Depart-
ment of Dhaka College points
out a flaw of the system. She
said, "These students have ex-
amination phobia and if BOU
arranges at least two examina-
tions per vear before the finals,
they (students) will be much
benelited.”

BOU Vice Chancellor Prof M
Aminul Islam says, "Open edu-
cation Is not rigid like the con-
ventional one. We have already
enrolled 250,000 students under
the distance education pro-
gramme, which we expect will
exceed 300,000 this year."

“Unlortunately we cannot
provide any financial help for
our studenis and our female
students also don't get facilities
like the government provides
lor the regular system. The syl-
labuses of the SSC and HSC

programmes under BOU are al- |
most same as the svilabuses of |

the conventional SSC and HSC
system,” the VC added.

3 lakh children fighting in frontlines

Qver 300,000 child soldiers
— boys and girls — under the age
of 18 are actively fighting in
wars decided by adults all over
the world, reports BSS, |

A total of 120,000 of the
child soldiers are currently
serving in Africa, violating
fundamental human rights and
humanitarian laws, according
to a report published in the
February issue of the UNESCO
monthly magazine "Sources.”

Human Rights Watch esti-
mates that up to 30 per cent ol
some guerilla units In
Columbia are made up of chil-
dren. According to Unicef and
Save the Children, nearly half a
million children died during
fighting in the past 20 years in
Afghanistan.

It is reported that children
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are forcibly or voluntarily re-
cruited even as early as seven
years of age by armies and rebel
forces. They start as porters,
messengers or spies and very of-
ten end up on the front line

There is a steady increase in
the use of children as soldiers,
as weapons are now light
enough to be used, and simple
enough to be stripped and re-
assembled by a child of ten. In
the latest count more than 30
countries are using child sol-
diers in civil conflict.

Child soldiers are both vic-
tims and perpetrators. They
were found some times carrying
out the most barbaric acts of vi-
olence.

Lives of child recruits are
very harsh. Very often they are
victimns of brutal treatment, vi-
olence, torture, eunslavement,
abduction, rape and sexual
abuse

One of the major problems is

that children who have been
abducted and used as soldiers
are simply not accepted back
into their communities once
the hostilities are over, the re-
port said.

When the children come out
of the bush, they were found to
have Irequent psycho-physical
problems, Including various
types of trauma. Many of them

feel gullty for what they were |

forced to do. The saddest part is
that little work iIs available for
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Visitors at a photography exhibition b

Metropolitan

opened at the Drik Gallery yesterday.

them on long-term integration |

and follow-up.

Unesco's Culture of Peace
Programme helped in making a
billboard campaign in London,
Brussels, Geneva and New York,
and detailed report in [-:“E][H]L

French and Spanish, released |

in 1999 on the use of child sol-

diers in Alrica,.

To-Let

One unit 2 storied, Banani-3300

sft, H#35, R#1
95557309.

A, Ph# 8828572,
C-332

TO-LET/SALE

MODERN NEW APARTMENT
OF 2826 Sft. READY FOR
RENT / SALE.

CONTACT : 8829022 &
019-343598, 018_2168?&4

Flats Sale

Two 1565 sqft flats at Property
Enclave in New Eskaton area for

immediate cash sale. Only

genuine buyers’sPlease chbntack i

S119698.05328526. C-al8
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NEMAP wraps

y Indian High Commissioner Deb Mukarjhi that
— Star photo

up recommendations

for CHT environment
Environmental action plan to be launched soon

BANDARBAN, Mar 7: An en-
vironmental action plan for
Chittagong Hill Tracts Is ex-
pected to be launched In June

this year for maintaining the °

ccological balance in the rugged
hills as all 18 grassroots and
district level workshops have
been completed, reports BSS.

The year-long participatory
planning exercise was joined by
people at the grassroots and
representatives of different pro-
fessional groups and trades who
identified the {ssues and prob-
lems of their respective areas
and suggested remedial mea-
sures and possible programme
outlines to formulate the CHT-
NEMAP.

The planning process was
started in June 1999 with a
launching workshop in October
the same year. It was followed
by 14 grassroots workshops
held in various corners of the
three hill districts covering all
eco-specific Zones of the region.

Bandarban HIill District
Council chairman Thawing Ch
Prue Master joined the conclud-
ing session of the district level
workshop held in Bandarban
Wednesday calling for imple-
menting an integrated action
plan after its formulation.

Regional Council member
Loyel David Bome chaired the
function, organised by Bandar-

ban Hill District Counail with !

support from Environment and
Forest Ministry, CHT Affairs

Ministry, Regional Counc
DB B uncil

The district-level workshops
which started from Khagrach-
hari on April 2 with the partic.
ipation of all stakeholders, re-
viewed the recommendations of
the grassroots level workshops
and incorporated some new is-
sues for the plan.

The issues identified in the
18 workshops included defor-
estation, extinction of wild
lives, "unplanned" Jhoom cul-
tivation, scarcity of safe water
and sanitation, lack of envi-
ronmental education and
awareness, malaria and other
health hazards, agricultural
and employment problems, hill
cutting and land erosion.

The National Environment
Management Action Plan
(NEMAP) was launched by the
Environment Ministry with
support from the UNDP. The
countrywide environmental
action plan was formulated in
1995 with the participation of
people at the grassroots level.
But the CHT region could not be
incorporated in the plan be-
cause of security concern due to
insurgency at that time.

Praising the bottom-top ap-
proach for formulating the en-
vironmental plans for the CHT,
Dipankar Talukdar MP told the
Rangamati district level work-
shop o Apfil 3 that a smooth
coordination has to be ensured
to avoid overlapping between

and

the concerned agencies,

"We began the planning pro-
cess for an integrated environ-
mental plan for the CHT In
June 1999 with the participa-

tion of all stakeholders ... We
now expect to launch the im-

plementation phase on the ba-
sis of their recommendations
in June this year,” the UNDP's
Assistant Resident Representa-
tive Shirin Kamal Sayeed told
the workshop.

she added, "In the past, mil-
lions of dollars were wasted in
the name of development pro-
lects as those were planned with
a top-bottom approach. But the
NEMAP is an exception because
it has reversed the practice and
here the people at the grassroots
identified their probFems and
suggested their solution.”

sovernment officials, local
journalists, people's represen-
tatives, farmers, women's
groups, teachers and tradi-
tional tribal leaders, including
headmen of 14 workshops at

grassroots in the CHT identified
the environmental issues in the

areas. :
The planning process is ex-
pected to be wrapped up in June
this year with a regional level
workshop in Rangamati.

CHT Regional Council
Chairman Jyotirindro Bod-

hipriva Larma, better known as

Santu Larmd: ‘inaugurated the
first workshop in October 1999

here. TFIw o

| &5 more mass
of '71 detected

Bringing more shame on the
collaborators of Pakistani Oc-
cupation Forces, Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad detected
five mass graves of 1971 at dif-
ferent parts of Jessore Sadar
thana In last 10 weeks, reports
UNB.

During the Liberation War,
the Pakistan Occupation Army
and thelr collaborators
— Rajakar, Al Badar, Al Shams
and Al Mujaheed — had
butchered hundreds of people in
the district and buried them to-
gether in different areas,

But few of the mass graves
could be detected until the Muk-
tijoddha Sangsad embarked on
a noble programme to {dentify
such graves across the country
on the basis of Information
gathered from local people,

One of the five such mass

aves was detected within-the

undary of Horticulture Board
near Dhaka-Jessore highway.
Alongside there were buried flve
more war heroes of Jessore
Cantonment, according to
gravestones,

Achhia Khatun, a local resi-
dent, told the UNB correspon-
dent that the Pakistani hyenas
and their collaborators had
picked up hundreds of people
from the area and other parts of
the district, and buried them
there after massacre.

Another elderly woman said
the collaborators of Pakistan
Army had chopped a large
number of people to death. Kar-
tik Chandra Dey, a freedom
fighter, recalled that 70 to 80
innocent villagers had been
killed on his courtyard on the
bank of the river Bhairab.

‘I had first seen the grave
when 1 returned home from the
war in 1971 and brought it to
the notice of the Muktijoddha
Sangsad recently,” he said.

The Muktijoddha Sangsad
detected another mass grave at
Bagchar near the town. Some 35

buried there. It was an octoge-
narian man, Anwar, who
helped the Sangsad in detecting
this grave.

Anwar also told the Mukti-
joddha Sangsad members that

there was a collaborator of the
Pakistan ‘Army, Shahid Bepari.

to 40 people were killed and.
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graves

in their village who knows
about another inass grave of the
area.

Without disclosing the fact,
the Sangsad members went to
Shahid and (dentified a mass
grave at Moroll near the town
with his help.

The largest ever mass grave
of the district Is said to be
Nilkuthi. It is situated on the
bank of the Bhairab River at
Ru a Bazar In Kotwall thana
alongside the Jessore-Khulna
highway.

Noted freedom fighters Mah-
fuzul Haq and Golam Mustafa
were among the martyrs of this
grave.

One of the victims,
on March 28, 1971 by Rajakars
was Amin Uddin. Now in his
82s, Amin had narrowly es-
caped the massacre.

Describing his ordeal, Amin
sald, "I was among 50 innocent
Eeuple who were gunned down

y the Pakistan Army. Fortu-
nately, | escaped it arthnugh 1
lost one of my hands.”

District Unit Commander
Abdul Hye said the mass graves
would be unearthed to preserve
the memories of the greatest
war heroes of the soll for the fu-
ture generation.
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Weekly meeting

The regular weekly meeting
of Rotary Club of Dhaka Cen-
tral will be held today at 1:30

m at Dhaka Club Ltd., Shah-
Eag. says a press release.

Rotarians who are not par-
ticipating in the RI Presidential
Conference have been cordially
invited to attend the meeting
for fellowship and make-up.

Pabna AL
leader dead

Senfor vice president of
Pabna District Awami League
Mohammad Abu Sohrab died of
lieart allment Wednesday night.
He was 69, reports BSS.

bedroom with attached bath, large dining space,
wide verandah on Lake Side. Rooms are furnished with
wall to wall wooden cabinet. Car parking facility. For
further details please contact :

Mr. Sumu : 9553249, 9562939, 9568583, 017685031

APARTMENT “TO-LET”

A newly built luxurious apartment of 2,850 Sft. At Morium
Tower 5th Floor Baridhara, near U.S. Embassy. 3 sloacious
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La-villa restaurant at top of the building 1n Helel «
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vi{{n 54 Kawran bazor Dhako 1215

Authenticated Italian aad Indian food now in Dhaka |

o

restaurant Tel 9113955, 9130919, 912 4106 Fox 880-2-913 1218
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