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Feature

In diseases and crimes

Living in a slum is no fun. The poor migrants from the country's rural areas invari-
ably land up in slums and get trapped in diseases and crimes, writes Eyerin Perven

ITTING outside a poly-
thene-roof hut Zakia Be-
1 covers the face of her
small boy with the corner of a
torn sarl to protect him from
buzzing flies. The one-year-old
kid has been suffering from
cold and pneumonia for the
st one week. She has not been
able to take him to a doctor nor
buy any medicine for him.

"My child {s going to die, but
I've no money to take him to a
doctor,” says Zakia, tears
rolling down her pale face. She
hersell is afflicted with cold
and fever, which is widespread
at the filthy slum she lives in.

‘I worry more about my
child than myself," says Zakia
looking at two stray I{IDE]S forag-
ing for food through a heap of
garbage.

Zakia's plight heF,an when
her husband, a ricksha' puller,
left her two years ago to marry a
widow iIn Jamalpur district.
The man did not formally di-
vorce her. Zakia returmed to
her father's home with hér
months-old boy hoping her
husband would come back to
her. He didn't. To make matter
worse, Zakia's father refused to
look after his daughter. Still in
her 20s, Zakia came to Dhaka
in search of a job with a neigh-
bour. She landed up in the slum
and began doing housecleaning
errands in the neighbourhood.

Even though government
and non-government organisa-
tions are providing the rural
poor with jobs and education,
thousands of poor villagers still
migrate to the towns and cities
in search of jobs. Women, who
are abandoned by their hus-
band. are the worst victims. The
slum population continues to
swell because of the rural mi-
grants.

The migrants such as Zakia
find new homes at the city's
slums, which are breeding
grounds of all kinds of disease.

According to Nagar Gabe-
shana Kendra, a non-govern-
ment organisation working on
slums, there are over 3,000
slums in the city, including 679
on government and 2328 on
private lands

Their statistics show that
these slums have occupied over
1,038 acres of important lands
of this metropolis, where some
30 lakh people of 22,900 fami-
lies have long been living a
subhuman life with five to
seven people huddling in one
room.

Professor Nazrul Islam of
Dhaka University, who is also
an urbanisation expert, says
the biggest concern in slums is
sanitation. Diseases, especially
the water-born ones, spread
here very rapidly due to filthy
and unhygienic living condi-
tion, Many slum-dwellers,
women and children in particu-
lar, are malnourished, as they
don't have enough food to take

Most of the city slums have
no sanitary latrines. The la-
trines that some slums have
don't always offer privacy and
unfit for women.

According to a recent survey,
many women at slums do toilet
in polythene bags inside their
dwelling houses while the men
do it in drains, polluting the
environment

The slums are sources of
other social problems than
poor sanitation.

There are complaints that
slums are hetbeds of sordid ac-
tivities. Slums, according to
many, breed crimes and offer
sanctuary to .riminals.

The rate of drug addiction is
high amor * slum people and
many are legedly involved in
drug trafticging.

Women, the majority ol
whom earn their livelihood
working as housemaids, are
most vulnerable to wviolence
such as sexual harassment.
Theft and mugging are regular
features there. Some of the
women work alongside men in
construction sites while many

others are engaged in stone
breaking.
Married women., widows,

women abandoned or divorced
by their husbands are among
the female tenement-dwellers.
The common image of these
people is highly pejorative; they
are marginal to the city, usnally
unemployed and often crimi-
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nals, unmotivated and dys-
functional to urban life and
characterised by a culture of
poverty.

Many NGOs, meanwhile,
have come forward in aid of
these squatters. Action Aid is
one of them, It has been work-
ing in city's Tikkapara Slum
since 1984.

The Action Aid mainly or-
ganises the female slum-
dwellers by forming groups and
then provides them with small
loans lor their self-employ-
ment. It also has an education
programme for the slum Kids in
addition to a day-care centre for
the children of poor working
women.

Yet, nothing much has im-
proved for the poor slum resi-
dents.

“There is only one filthy toi-
let for about 50 people of 10
families in our slum. We have to
stand in a long queue,” says Ja-
hanara Begum, 35, a resident of
the Tikkapara slum.

Pointing to the troubles cre-
ated by musclemen, she said,
the slum has grown on a gov-
ernment land. "Even then we
have to pay the terrorists house
rent every month and it ranges
from 400 to 600 taka.”

More worrying is the water
supply. The dwellers have to
buy water from the musclemen
for two taka per pitcher.

An official of a health centre
there, run by an NGO, says,
"Those who supply drinking
waler in city slums fetch up Tk

Slums and sanitation do not go together...

30.000-40,000 a month."

He estimates that price of
1.000 litres of water, according
to WASA's present rate, is sup-
posed to be Tk 4.75 and accord-
ingly the rate of one pitcher of
water should be Tk 00.05 or
00.07. But they sell it at Tk 2-3
per pitcher.

As there is no legal provision
to supply water in slums, water
IS supplied to tenements
through illegal water connec-
tions by a section of people in
alleged connivance *vith WASA
employees and officials, affect-
ing the city's water supply sys-
tem and thus causing huge loss
to the government exchequer,

‘Slums are unavoidable
phenomenon of urbanisation
and they can grow for many
reasons, including influx of ru-
ral poor into a city due to rapid
fall of poverty line. But the gov-
ernment should come up with
effective plans to deal with the
mounting problem.” says Pro-
fessor Islam.

In August 1999, the gavern-
ment: suddenly evicted many
slui dwellers of the city two
days after a police constable
was killed in Dhaka slum al-
legedly by terrorists who use
slums as their hideouts.

Until August 11, over 50,000
slum people were evicted and
dozens of slums demolished
with bulldozers.

During the demolition of the
slums, the Home Minister de-
nounced the slums as the dens
of criminals, drug dealers and

armed terrorists while Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina said
people in the slums led a sub-
human life, so the government
has undertaken plans for re-
habilitation of these helpless
people.

But some NGOs and political
groups opposed the way the
slum dwellers were evicted. A
High Court bench in response to
a writ petition by some human
rights urganlsatiuns observed
that the slums should be evicted
only after developing facilities
to rehabllitate them. Since
then, the eviction has remained
suspended.

Describing the reasons be-
hind rapid growth of slums in
Dhaka, Professor Islam says
the growth rate of tenements
here is three to four per cent and
attributed it to increasing
poverty and lack of agricultural
works in rural areas.

About the overall {ll effects
of slums on the environment,
he says the tenements, which
are located along
rivers, are polluting the envi-
ronment more compared to,
those located in other parts of
the city.

“The public health will be at
stake, if slums continue to de-
velop in the city,” Professor Is-
lam says hoping the govern-
ment and NGOs would come up
with more programmes to re-
habilitate the slum dwellers
and thus save the city.
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'Kosovo one year later

The situation in Kosovo is vastly improved over what it was a year back. Nato's
mission to stop the large-scale ethnic cleansing engineered by the Belgrade regime
was achieved. Now is the time to stop hand-wringing and to support the difficult
but concrete work of rebuilding Kosovo, supporting democratic forces and assisting
the economic recovery of all Balkan countries, writes John Shattuck

O NE year after NATO's in-
tervention in Kosovo, it
is time for a sober as-
sessment of what has been ac-
complished and a hard look at
what lies ahead The assess-
ment should be based on the
stark reality about what was
happening in Kosovo long be-
fore NATO Intervened, and the
clear evidence of how the situa-
tion today, while fraught with
difficulty, Is a vast improve-
ment over what {t was in March
1999, Many critics of NATO's
action simply refuse to take
these facts Into account. A typi-
cal example is my friend Jiri
Dienstbler, who has over the
ast year relentlessly eriticized

ATO. Dienstbier's inaccurate
public statements about Kosovo
do a disservice to the cause of
human rights that he has so ef-
fectively championed in the
past.” Here are three examples
of Dienstbler's latest astonish-
ing misstatements, followed by
the facts that he chooses to ig-
nore:

‘Now, a year after the begin-

ning of the alr strikes, the situ-
ation Is worse than before.”

‘(Hospodarske Noviny, March

24, 2000).

This assertion s totally at
odds with reality, What was the
situation in Kosovo one year
ago? NATO launched its air
strikes because 40,000 Serb
troops and more than 400 tanks
were being deployed by Belgrade
to carry out the final stages of a
year-long campaign to expel 1.5
million Kosovars from the

rovince. In the months before

ATO Intervened, hundreds of
thousands of unarmed civillans
had been forced out from their
homes by Belgrade-directed
armed forces and paramilitary
groups, thousands had been
murdered, hundreds of villages
shelled and burned, and the en-
tire Kosovar Albanian popula-
tion victimized by a policy of
ethnic expulsion planned and
executed by the regime of Ser-
bian President Slobodan Milo-
sevic. As early as September
1998, when [ went on a U.S.
fact-finding mission to Kosovo,
400,000 people had already
been expelled from their homes
and more than 100,000 had
sought refuge across the border.
In October 1998, five months
before NATO's intervention, the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe called
this ethnic expulsion campaign
“one of the worst crimes against
humanity in Europe since

Today, the situation in
Kosovo has dramatically im-
proved. The number of refugees,
including both Serb and Alba-
nian Kosovars, is less than
one-quarter the number before
NATO's intervention. By con-
fronting Milosevic, NATO made
it possible for more than
800,000 refugees to return to re-
build their homes and their
shattered lives. 42,500 interna-

— News Network + tional peacekeepers and 2,000

I'ime for a fresh approach

I'he world’s water crisis continues to compound. But do the experts and the
politicians understand where the solution really lies? Our technological skills are not
the answer -- in fact they may make things worse. We need to go back to Nature and
make the connection between water shortages and the widespread environmental
damage mankind has done, writes Claude Martin from Gland, Switzerland

E curious thing about wa-
ter is that, although it is
the most basic of elements

upon which all life depends, we
seem to understand so little
about it. That there is a
developing water crisis, most
people agree, but even when
responsible bodies convene
specialised international
conferences on the subject, they
are inclined to talk of such
things as “"water for Nature”, as

if it were just another demand
competing for the precious
resource like agriculture,
hydropower and human settle-
ments. Can it be that water spe-
cialists themselves do not
recognise that water is part of
Nature -- the essential ingredi-
ent of life on earth? Do they re-
ally believe it is just a commod-
ity that can be managed by en-
gineers and other experts?

The truth is that the world's
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growing difficulties over the
supply of fresh water cannot be
tackled without a thorough un-
derstanding of the complete wa-
ter cycle. They have to be seen
in the context of the worrying
falls in water tables throughout
much of the world, and of the
catastrophic droughts plaguin%
some repl{lons while others suf-
fer equally catastrophic flood-
Ing.

gHmv long are we to go on ig-
noring the simple fact that the
main cause of the crisis is
degradation of the natural en-
vironment, and particularly
the water cycle?

All over the world, water-
storing ponds, lakes and wet-
lands have been “reclaimed”,
depleting water sources and
vastly increasing the risk of
flooding. At the same time, de-
forestation and the diversion of
rivers have severely restricted
the natural capacity of the
landscape to retain rainfall and
refill underground water sup-
plies,

So much seems obvious to
me. But there Is more. We affect
the water cycle by discharging
pollutants both directly into
aquatic ecosystems and on the
land. from where they leach
into waterways. And we have
released sufficient quantities of
greenhouse gases into the atmo-
s]phere to change the climate of
the entire planet, serlously
threatening wetlands and alter-
ing weather patterns so that
more floods and droughts can
be expected in the future.

Meanwhile, nearly a quarter
of the world's six billion people
have no access to safe drinking
water, while almost half lack
adequate sanitation. In terms
of the human suffering this
causes, this is appalling, but the
full Implications are much
wider: it is no exaggeration to
say that the degradation of wa-
ter resources Is the main bar-
rier preventing the world from
achleving shared goals of good
public health, security of food
supplies and a better standard

| of living.

[ believe that the only way to
solve the water crisis Is for us to
stop assuming that we are com-
peting with Nature and to wel-
come natural systems as our
ally.

For example, in India --
where water tables have been
falling rapidly -- we can see how
the restoration of ecosystems
and watersheds goes hand in
hand with efficient
“harvesting™ of rainwater. Un-
derground water sources are re-
filled and can therelfore con-
tinue to meet the basic needs of
very many people. In Ar-
gentina, studies have shown
that the energy needs that will
accompany expected economic
growth can be served without
recourse to large dams or nu-
clear power. Indeed, concentra-
tion on energy efficiency and
renewable sources does not only
make economic sense but also
represents perhags our best
hope of tackling the causes of
climate change.

Conserving and restorin
natural processes does pay ofl.
The US government has em-
barked on a programme to re-
store the ecosystems of the Ev-
erglades and South Florida in
order to ensure water supplies
for growing populations in Mi-
ami and other cities. It Is a pity
the degradation has reached
such a stage that taxpayers are
obliged to meet a bill of eight
billion US dollars. In ancient
times, water resources were
recognised and respected in
both practical and spiritual
terms. It Is time that we in the
modern world remembered the
lessons of our forebears and
changed our behaviour to take
account of the natural processes
upon which we ultimately de-
pend.

As the Increasingly violent
weather and dreadful floods of
recent years have shown, we at-
tempt compete with Nature at
our peril.

The writer Is Director Gen-

eral of WWF International |

police have been deployed to
stop the killing, creating sub-
stantlal stability where a year
ago there was a climate of ter-
ror. The number of killings in
Kosovo has been drastically re-
duced from hundreds per week
in March 1999 to five per week
today. Since last summer in-
ternational organizations have
created temporary housing for
more than 400,000 former
refugees whose houses were de-
stroyed, and these organiza-
tions have supplied and fed
more than 600,000 people, as-
suring that not a single person
would dle last winter from star-
vation or exposure. More than
one milllon square meters of
Kosovo have been cleared of
land mines, including the re-
moval of more than 15,000
mines from 80 per cent of the
schools, more than 1,000 of
which have now reopened. Most
of the hospitals and health
centers that were destroyed or
shut down a year ago have been
reopened, and many of Kosovo's
roads, bridges, power stations
and communications systems
have been substantiaily re-
paired. Dienstbier cites the
problem of the 100,000 Serb
Kosovar refugees residing in
Southern Serbia. It is precisely
the goal of the international
cnmmunitﬁ. acting through
KFOR and UNMIK, to create tge
conditions that will make their
return to Kosovo possible.

‘The decision to launch air
strikes was simply a manifesta-
tion of despalr because nobody
knew what to do.” (Pravo,
March 23, 2000). "Negotiations
were one of the allernatives
that were not pursued." (Slovo,
March 24, 2000).

The decision to launch air
strikes was taken carefully and
deliberately by leaders of the
NATO alliance after more than
a year of exhaustive negotia-
tions during which Milosevic
broke every commitment he

made and continued fo fla-
antly violate International
aw. In March and September
1998 the United Nations Secu-
rity Council adogtcd resolu-
tions 1160 and 1199 condemn-
ing the human rights violations
In Kosovo and mandating that
all military and paramilitary
operations In the province
cease. In January 1999 the Or-
ganization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe Issued a re-
port containing substantial ev-
idence that Serb paramilitary
forces had been responsible for
the brutal murders of scores of
unarmed civilians in the vil-
lage of Racak. Beginning In
September 1998, when | met
with Milosevic In Belgrade, a
series of negotiations to secure
the withdrawal of Serb forces
from Kosovo were conducted by
the United States, the Euro
Union, Russia and NATO. In
each case the Milosevic regime
made commitments that were
broken within weeks. In a final
diplomatic negotiation con-
ducted at Rambouillet in
March, the Kosovo Liberation
Army agreed to disband its
forces but Belgrade refused to
sign an agreement to withdraw,
and instead proceeded to deploy
new troops and heavy weapons
in Kosovo to complete the eth-
nic expulsion campaign. When
the NATO bombing began on
March 24, 1999, Milosevic him-
self had slammed the door on
any further negotiations.
‘Nobody knows what to do
nexL." (Pravo, March 23, 2000).
It is clear what must be done
now in Kosovo, and that is pre-
cisely what NATO, the UN and
the OSCE are doing. First and
foremost, the infernational
community is working to as-
sure that the killing is stopped.
Over the past year there has
been great progress toward
peace, but now more must be
done to protect the 100.000
Serbs who remain in Kosovo
and all people who return to

Kosovo. Aggressive peacekeep-
ing through an extended inter-
national presence to protect all
civilans is crucial. The KLA
must be prevented from orga-
nizing in southern Serbia, and
the process of demlilitarizing
and confiscating KLA weapons
must continue. Institutions of
law and justice must be estab-
lished, especially local police
forces and an effective judi-
clary. Murderers must be ar-.
rested and prosecuted. The
Milosevic regime in Belgrade
must be isolated and prevented
from further destabilizing
Kosovo and the region. Demo-
cratic forces must be supported
throughout . the former Yu-
oslavia, especlally in Croatia,
ontenegro and Bosnia, as well
as Serbia, so that the Milosevic
era in the Balkans will be
brought to an end. Finally, eco-
nomic recovery in Southeast
Europe must be fostered
through International assis-
tance programmes like the
Stability Pact so that European
integration can include the
troubled Balkan region.

The situation in Kosovo is
vastly Improved over what it
was a year ago. NATO's mission,
which was to stop the

- large-scale ethnic cleansing di-

rected by the Belgrade regime,
was achieved. It is now time to
stop the hand-wringing and to
support the difficult but con-
crete work of rebuilding
Kosovo, supporting democratic
forces, and assisting the eco-
nomic recovery of all Balkan
countries. Only in this way can

all ethnic groups in this trou-.

bled region regain their homes
and rebuild their lives, thereby
increasing the chances that
crises like the one in Kosovo
will at last be relegated to his-

tory.

The author is the US Ambas-
sador to the Czech Republic. The
article has been made available
by the USIA.

Reality

by A Husnain

HE visit of the US presi-
dent to South Asia is a sig-
nal to other partners in
business (and democracy) to
start pre-planning of strategies
for this potentially = rich area
for_the next few decades.
Bangladesh has also been
noticed, but the main US target
is vast India: and thereafter
Pakistan, as the two neigh-
bours are negatively linked for
half a century of discord, which
is not allowing SAARC con-
cepts to take off, and provide
one-stop-centre coordination
for prosperity of the one-third
of the world's population. For
foreign investors the region
has to be seamless, for which
certain pre-conditions have to
be in place, before the new
blueprints are drafted. The
sleeping giant is awakening.
The vast potential resources of
the region have to be tipped and
tapped, and moulded into ideo-
logical outputs; which, inciden-
tally, will also line the pockets,
Seeking one's sustenance is a
legitimate occupation.
Under the intense limelight,
Myanmar should not be forgot-
ten, on long-term basis (phase

and euphoria

two). The foreign passivities
may disappear once the operat-
ing bases have been established
in South Asia and the logistic
structures completed. There are
more than enough, energy and
pewer sources in Ban
and Nepal (hydroelectric). What
Is more elevated than doing
business with power?

Northeastern India needs a
sea outlet, and the nearest one
available is through
Bangladesh (the goods take too
long to reach Calcutta via ter-
rorist-infested highway up
north; and this port is said to be
drying up and unab) to take
additional load). Bangladesh is
claimed to be floating on gas,
and oil might not be far below
(the fault line from Assam pen-
etrates into the Bangladesh
borders).

. Pipe dreams are translated
into pipes and transmission
lines, whether for oil, gas, or
electricity; and the Asian
Highway is going to be a reality
sooner than later. The borders
in South Asia have to be seain-
less as in the EU region, for
democratic investments to take
root and bear fruit (capitalism

adesh

is outdated). What's wrong with
exporting the fruits of labour?
This is the bug now itching the
prospectors and the proprietors.

Now that Uncle Sam is in-

terested in South Asia on long-
term basis, there is hardly any
one to challenge :

this patron-
ization of the foreign 'partners
in progress' (what is the purpose
of an%leage?]. Better to cooper-
ate or be left out. The latter op-
tion is hard to implement,
noticing the mass and pressure
of the powers that be. So we're
in it, boys, like it or not; take it
or leave it.

Clinton is coming back for
that elephant ride he missed in
India, as he is reported to have
remarked. Perhaps our Sunder-
bans cannot offer a spotted deer
for the White House scenario,
under the Equal Rights clause
of the UN agencies. He must re-
visit Bangladesh and stroll
outside Dhaka, as he did in In-
dia; because Bangladesh out-
doors is much more beautiful
than airconditioned Bangla-
desh indoors. Come with
Chelsea and Hillary, for provid-
ing that feminine touch.

GOGR ALK TSI S S JRrerr @, b1k Bt IS NFEFFIER
s ARl A<Ml 78 Y 2200 A ((F97) JMF FRIF G S 3/ 9/ 0003R ORI FEH
b-oo QfbF 22O 3 (UF) IVERA G0 (TR wo/ b/ 00 ) ANEY &1 MEIR® S 8 §fE
S TR ANTE Tt T R WINE RAG FIRWE FF IR000% 1 NI
20/8/2000%2 ©IfRY FFF » WHF! Z20® & SR-00 UHF B vIF (il FIATCPI FEFTS
412 FAFOI T 3, 2, 0, 8, €, b, 9, b, d 8 Yo YR AYF 7S IIFOR R IFF© w3
A W37 A3 91 2302 IR @ AF3 @@ >-vo WHFR ) BAFe aqmrerny SAEfere ¥M
(FZ TAZ® M) HA7Q FE 2204 |
A AR I, ARl € W3 Fs B A9 a4 TR THTOR el 220O (S

SIS ANC) TN A2 |

ol FHfe%a T AT 3,000/~ (9% TER) DR (WCEISCI) BE 1 FI21 SFHH (TS
T BIF TAMAES B I (R2 ared [er, R Rewr ERess @13
©3) G AT e MR TSR T 2305 Fiftea F7 31 TZR GR SFAHS
WA A &1 e 233

81 BfeANl S *ERA ¥R WAL ST AR A 23 |

¢| VRO IR AIRIOIANE SRR e A TS @ @1 FfesT I -
WO/ I GFD AINIS WER 0% (T A Sif) R SIS AR ARTMR HZ®

iR IRTS 2R Gk FHESET e FfR[ee ¥R
VI FEIR FINTS] RS Wi T 0% (o1 fOF S) T TR, Ye% (TOF 7 )

A T ALAEH I G- 1T 8

e fe sRemeR Ferer sEFe B ¢% crea

Mo SI*l) T 932 AR 9¢% (T5TS S17l) Bel PR 042 SRS AT 242

TS 2231 |

Q1 WA (AT SR @ Ffen Ry 39 2@ 71 5 S IR IO 319 @
@ I AN FA@ (@ IR T IFEE 479 A e IRAR e FqhEe

PR |

bl VAR SifTe wavreld I s 6w B @NS S, e |19, d19-018 Q11 8 &5
S BRI Tre 3R TfSTerE ) (1R) I APt ARG TR AR e
GG IR/ TS SREHR F6S FONAS R &1 qaH SRS XR |

fefsifsi/ frwraft/s o8 / dhsh-w000

ferfe-wob-

e« Fifg FfFe]
5o

b

\




