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Photograph
raphy cghlgnn yby
naugurated. Venue:
Bang?

Time: 2:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Conference: The inaugural session
International Presidential Conference 2000 will be held. Venue:

Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 3:30 pm. Chief guest: Chlef

Justice Latifur Rahman.

Seminar:

Film ShO‘W: Three French

Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dh
pm.

Inau

Mirpur Road. Time : 5.00 pm.
Reunion :

City Mayor Mohammad Hanif.

hibi
pm to 8.00 pm.

BRCS discussion: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society
(BRCS) will hold a discussion meeting on "Role of BRCS in Volun-
tary Blood Donation programme, and Safe Blood Transfusion.”
Venue: Red Crescent Blood Centre, 7/5, Aurangzeb Road, Mo-

hammdpur. Time : 3.30 pm.

tion "The Wandering

6.45 pm.

exhibition: The 1st solo photo-

Md Zaherul Islam Tarun will be
National
adesh Photggmphlc Soclety (BPC), 87 Science Laboratory.

Sandhani will hold a seminar on "Safe blood
starts with Me, Voluntary blood donation starts with Sandhani,”
on occasion of World Health Day 2000. Chief
dra Roy, State Minister for Primary and Mass Education. Venue:
National Press Club. Time : 9.30 am.

movies Les Creatures (The Crea-
tures). Les Gens (The people) and Le Travall (The Work) will be
screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Road.

Time : 11:00am, 4.00 pm and 6:00 pm.

Rock concert: A rock concert FLAH by the groups. The

attempted Band, Glad Tigers, Migraine and Nemesis will

a, 26 Mirpur Road. Time : 4.00

guration: The 10th solo R:intm
minlatures titled “Image of the City" by i Salauddin Ahmed

will be held. Venue: Gallery of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, 26

The 7th reunion of Bawanians will be held.
Venue : Osmany Memorial Hall. Time : 10 am. Chief guest: Dhaka

TaPestry exhibition: A week-lon
on "Warp and Weft" by Shatequl Kabir
au%rated. Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts, DU, Time
: 2.

Photog;aphy exhibition: A photography exhibi-
Lens” (from Shiraz to Samarkand, Hi-

malaya and some more) by Deb Mukharji, High Commissioner of

India to Dhaka, will be inaugurated. Venue:

No 58, Rd No 15/A (New), Dhanmondi R/A. Time : 5 pm.

Receptlon: Shariatpur Zilla Shikkha Trust will accord a
reception to meritorious HSC and SSC 1999 students. Chief guest:
Minister for Water Resources Abdur Razzak. Venue: Academy for
Planning and Development, Nilkhet. Time : 5.00 pm.

Rabindra Sangeet: An evening of Rabindra Sangeet
will be presented by Rabi Rashmi, a cultural organisation. Venue:
Indian Cultural Centre, 754 Satmasjid Road, D 1an_nmndl. Time :

Photographic Gallery,

of the Rotary

guest: Satish Chan-

held.

exhibition of

solo tapestry ex-
andan will be in-

rik Gallery, House

ok o i e \ ,
. : " w ey 3

Annual

sion auditorium. Time : 9.00 am.

eneral meeting:
Bangladesh Shishu Adikhar Forum will be
for (2000-2001) will also be elected. Venue: Dhaka Ahsania Mis-

The AGM of
eld. The executive

Rain or thundershowers with
two places over Dhaka, Sylhet and Khulna divisions and the
region of Bogra in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports
UNB.

Weather may remain mainly dry with
elsewhere over the country, Met Office said adding day tempera-

ture may remain nearly unchanged during the
est temperature recorded yesterday was
39.5 degree Celsius at Rajshahi and the lowest 19.8 degree Cel-

The count

ry's high

sius at Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:17 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:44 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenilég
Dhaka 34.0 26.3 78
Chittagong 31.5 244 77 77
Rajshahi 39.5 26.6 78 2
Khulna 35.0 255 78 66
Barisal 33.1 25.3 7 72
Sylhet 31.0 198 82 o
Cox’'s Bazar 322 248 73 77

wind likely

gusty wind is likely at one or

artly cloudy sky
period.

HR Commission

From Page |

prived of their human rights.
People must expose repression
whenever they demand an ex-
Elanatlnn for acts committed

y government officials, said
Kabir.

Dr. Abrar Chowdhury gave a
vivid account of human rights
violations across the country.
A human rights commission is
essential to protect and pro-
mote human rights, he said.

. Debapriya Bhattacharia
said civil and political rights
are an important component of
a free market economy.

“You cannot have a strong
Frivate sector without ensuring

undamental human rights
sald Bhattacharia. “Even the
officlals who have drafted the

Death anniversary

The third dea-
th anniversary
of Alhaj Niza-
muddin Khan
an MP from
Manikgan|
will be ob-
served today,
says a press re-
lease.

To mark the
death anniversary, a
Qurankhwani and doa mahfil

will be held at the residence of
the deceased at Girls School
Road in Manikganj.

Obituary

Ratilal Saha,
father of a se-
nior reporter
of The Dally
Prothom Alo
Pranab Saha
and a noted
businessman
of Gaibandha,
diedd on Wed-
nesday night, He was 72, says a
press release.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, two daughters and a host
of relatives. He was cremated at
the Gaibandha Swashanghat
yesterday.

objections would not agree to
read them out in a civilised fo-
rum in or outside the country.”

The Home Ministry objected
to the draft's definition of hu-
man rights. The draft stated
human rights would mean “the
right to personal life, freedom,
equality and status guaranteed
by the state’'s constitution, the
rights enshrined in interna-
tional human rights instru-
ments ratified by Bangladesh
and those enforceable through
any court of the country.”

The ministry said the defini-
tion was too broad, especlally
since it would make human
rights violations punishable
under the law.

If passed, the bill “would en-
able any person to sue the prime
minister, ministers and gov-
ernment officials on charges of
human rights violations,”
while police would “face cases
ver¥ often.”

he ministry suggested the
government drop another pro-
vision that would allow the
commission to conduct (nvesti-
gation - suo moto or after an
application by a vietim. If the
provision was not dropped, the
ministry argued, certain "“NGOs
working on so-called human
rights issues would be able to
blackmall or embarrass gov-
ernment officlals for political
reasons.”

The home ministry also ob-
Jected to a provision allowing
the commission to take part in
human rights case with the
court’s permission. “An em-
barrassing situation will be
created for government offi-
clals If the commission takes
part in court proceedings.”

The ministry recommended
a provision to ensure the
“proper monitoring and control
of NGO activities,” instead of
‘encouraging the NGOs in hu-
man rights activities.”

The home ministry also said
enacting such a law “would
make it very difficult for the po-
lice to play a bold role durin
hartals and other politica
demonstrations. Innumerable

college registere

way to

Students ransack |
Motijheel Model
College office

By Staff Correspondent

Female students of Moti-

jheel Model High School and:
College ransacked the college

office yesterday following can-

cellation of their re
for the upcoming HS
tion.

stration
examina-

Tasibur Rahman, Principal

of the college in a press release
acknowledged that some stu-
dents had ransacked the office

of the college yesterday.

The incident took place
when some students of the col-
lege went to the office and found
that some {rregularities regard-
ing their registration.
A total 132 female students
from humanities cFn::mp of the
about two
ears back to appeay for the
SC examination thi # ar. But
due to official mistakes, their
forms were rejected sald a press
release of the college.
On Wednesday, the college
authorities had asked the stu-
dents to come the college the
next day to solve their problem.
When they went to the col-
lege yesterday they found a no-
tice sayinﬁ that the college was
closed and also found that po-
lice were deployed outside the
campus. When they were
informed that there was now no
reverse the decision
taken regarding the refusal to
let them sit for the exam, they

became furious and started ran-

sacking office room, witness

said.
Police deployed outside the

campus swung into action and
resorted to lathicharge to dis-
perse the students.

The students then brought

out a procession and marched

upto the Jatiya Press Club, and
held a rally there demanding
justice for .themselves.

Humayun Zahir's
death anniversary
tOmoIrrow

The 7th death anniversary

of Humayun Zahir, former
Chief Legal Adviser of Janata
Insurance Company Ltd. will be.
observed tomorrow at Janata
Insurance Company Ltd. head
office, 125 Motijheel C/A in the
city, says a press release.
Humayun Zahir was the
Chief Legal Adviser of Janata
Insurance Company Ltd.,
Chairman of United Commer-
cial Bank Ltd (UCBL) and Dis-
trict Governor of Lions' Clubs
International. He was the
founder of Dhaka Mahila Col-
lege at Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

In observance of his death
anniversary a milad mahfil
will be arranged at Dhaka
Mahila College at Dhanmondi
after Asr prayers today. A mi-
lad mahfil will also be arranged
at 11.00 am at JIC head office
on Saturday.

Death anniversary
of Mohammad
Hossain today

The eleventh death anniver-
sary of noted journalist Mo-
hammad Hussain will be ob-
served today, says a press re-
lease.

Hussain was the News Editor
of Dally Azad, Sangram,

was also the elected vice presi-
dent of BFUJ.

A milad mahfil will be held
on the occaslon today after Asr
prayers at 121/5, Banani Army
Officers Quarter, the residence

of his son, Major Hussain
Imam.

Date changed

scheduled for April 12 has been
postponed due to unavoldable
circurnstances, says a press re-
lease.

The test now will be held on
April 26 at the same time and

Sharif gets life term

From Page 1

League party officlals have sald
they will not ask their uupgur!-
ers to take to the streets, Shar-

ifs wife, Khulsoom, who wept

when the verdict was an-
nounced sald the conviction
could lead to spontaneous
protests.

The judge also ordered all of
Sharif's extensive properties
confiscated. He ordered Sharlf
to pay 2 million rupees (dirs
37,000) compensation to the
198 passengers and crew aboard
the Pakistan International Air-
lines aircraft he prevented from
landing. He also was fined an
additional 1 million rupees
(dirs 18,500).

Sharlf is expected to appeal.
The law allows to avenues of
appeal, to the Sindh Provincial
High Court and to the Federal
Supreme Court,

Sharif was charged with hi-
jacking and terrorism after re-
fusing to allow the passenger
aireraft returning Gen Pervez
Musharraf to Pakistan to land
in the southern city of Karachl.
The standoff in the air over
Karachi occurred in the midst
of an Oct 12 coup. The army
seized power after Sharif dis-
missed Musharraf and replaced
him with a junior general.

The plane was allowed to
land after the army gained con-
trol, but by then the aircraft
had barely seven minutes of
fuel remaining. There were 198
people aboard the aircraft in-
cluding 60 children from US-
run American schools in Pak-
istan, attended by children of
US diplomats stationed here.

"The conspiracy started
when Nawaz Sharif ordered
(former civil aviation authority
chief) Aminullah Chaudhry to
stop the plane from landing,”
sald Jaffri when handing dowmn
the verdict and sentence. "Until
then the control tower was
working lawfully, but after the

US pleased

From Page |

verdict or its fairness," said PJ
Crowley, spokesman for the
White House National Security
Council. "But certainly we are
Eleased that the death penalty

as agf)arently been taken off
the table.”

Sharif's political party, the
Pakistan Muslim League, plans
to appeal the verdict.

"We hope that the appeals
process will be fair and trans-
parent. The Pakistani govern-
ment should continue to allow
open access and open reporting
of the proceedings, and provide
due process to Mr Sharif,"
Crowley said.

"He should be allowed access
to the counsel of his choice. And
we will continue to monitor the
proceedings closely,” he said.

illegal order to prevent the
lane from landing it became a
Eijacking."

During a March 25 visit to
Pakistan, US President Bill
Clinton asked the military
rulers to spare Sharif's life.
Musharraf said he was not a
vindictive man and would abide
by the court's decision.

The life sentence given by
the L{Ud e was the lesser penalty.
Under Pakistani law the max-
imum penalty for hijacking is
death,

Pakistan hanged a prime
minister in 1979 when Zulflkar
All Bhutto was executed for al-
legedly plotting to kill a politi-
csﬁ enemy. Bhutto was thrown
out by the army and impris- -
oned, tried and executed by the
then dictator, Gen Mohammed
Zla-ul Haq.

Outside the Karachi court-
room security was tight. Over-
head an army helicopter hov-
ered and on the rooftops of
nearby buildings army and Ho-
licemen with automatic rifles
took aim at the street below.

Four activists of Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League, who
tried to demonstrate outside the
courthouse, were arrested, ac-
cording to eyewitnesses. They
screamed anti-army slogans
and declared Sharif their prime
minister as they were being led
awzg by police.

harif and his coaccused ar-
rived at the courtroom in ar-
moured personnel carriers, sur-
rounded by army guards.

The antiterrorist court that
tried Sharif was established
during his term in power. The
legislation requires the maxi-
mum penalty be handed out.

When the legislation was in-
troduced Sharif sought to deny
anyone convicted by this court
a right of appeal. The Supreme
Court stepped in, ruled the legis-
lation unconstitutional and or-
dered at least one right of ap-
peal.

India reaction

From Page 1

"engineered”.

ndia had expressed concern
over the military takeover in
Pakistan in October but had re-
frained from denouncing the
coup.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Sharif had
embarked on a high-profile
peace process when the former
travelled on a bus to the Pak-
istani city of Lahore in Febru-
ary. But relations between the
two nosedived after a bloody
border conflict in Kashmir in
May-July.

Sharif eventually ordered
infiltrated militants to return
to Pakistan following US pres-
sure, raising tensions between
him and the military.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing the ARCO Eorum at John Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University at Boston on Wednesday.
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The written test for 21st BCS

cases would be flled against po-
lice by the demonstrators.”

halls.

The viva voce for the 20th
BCS scheduled for April 12 will
be held on April 13 at same thme
and venue,

BCL rally on
DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Rulln% party backed student
organisation Bangladesh Chha-
tra League (BCL) yesterday
brnuE,ht out a procession in the
Dhaka Unliversity campus
Erutnullng certain remarks of

eader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia delivered in Chit-
tagong on Tuesday.

Following the procession, they
also held a rally at the Aparajeo

| Bangla on the campus at noon.

From Page 1

mass awareness on matters re-
lating to healthcare and called
for successfully implementing
the government programmes to
bring down the rate of child and
maternal mortality to a desired
level.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment, with support from the
UNDP, launches a programine
today to screen blood in 97 cen-
tres where patients are receiv-
ing blood or blood component
with 'safe blood' to mark the ob-

Transport

From Page 1

Transport workers lifted the
barricades at Kanchpur and
Ashulia at about 4 pm and
started plying vehicles through
these points, their leaders said
in the evening.

But the barricades at Gabtali
were not lifted till filing of the
report at 10:30 pm, they said.

Inter-district Truck Drivers
Association President Kofilud-
din Ahmed was arrested from
his Dhanmondi residence at
about 7 am without showing
any warrant and taken to
Dhanmondi thana, his daugh-
ter Umme Kulsum Happy told
The daily Star. Police also
raided their house, she alleged.

Dhanmondi police said they
accompanied a team from
Savar police which arrested
Kofiluddin under Section 54 of
the Cr PC on orders from higher
authorities. He was then pro-
duced in the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court, which sent
him to Dhaka Central Jall with
one month's detention, police
sald.

Kofiluddin is also Chalrman
of Aminbazar Union Parishad
and General Secretary of Savar
thana BNP.

Some leaders of the truck
drivers association when con-
tacted yesterday evening alleged
that Kofiluddin, was arrested as
he refused to join the ruling
party. Such pressures were put
in case of other leaders of
transport workers in the past
also, they alleged,

Vehicles were seen stranded
on the Savar road from
Shyamoll in the city up to
Savar, passengers sald.

Transport workers burnt
tyres near the Darus Salam po-
lice box at Mirpur and clashed
with police who tried to remove
the barricades.

The truck drivers assocla-
tion will bring out a procession
in the city today and hold a

ress conference at the Jatlya
ess Club, its leaders sald.

Death anniversary

The first death anniversary
of Khorestha Akhter, mother of
freedom [fighter KM Samsedul
Haq of Arathazar Upazila un-
der Narayangan| district will be
observed today at her village
home at Panchgaon Khondaker
villa, says A press release,

A milad mahfil will be held

l at the local mosque to mark the

death annlversary.

World Health Day today

servance of the day.

"Potentially every healthy

person is a blood donor,” said
the WHO Mission Chief in
Bangladesh, while addressing a
press conference yesterday at
Hotel Sheraton in the city.

He added, "Despite the fact
we have a tremendous shortage

of blood in the country to fill up

the gap between supply and re-
quirement, we must raise the
quantum of voluntary blood
donation.”

On the occasion of the day,
the Health and Family Welfare
Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim said, "We had set goals at
Alma Ata in 1978 promising to
ensure health for all by year
2000. But unfortunately, due to
undemocratic rule in the coun-
try those goals could not be
achieved; but with practice of
democracy, however, we are
now able to meet the health
needs like reducing maternal
and child death.”

Among others who spoke at
the press conference were the
State Minister for Health Prof
M Amanullah, Chairman of
Bangladesh Red Crescent Soci-
ety Sheikh Kabir Hossain, addi-
tional secretary of Health min-
istry Dr D Kumar Nath.

Brigadier (retd) A Q M Haliz,
WHO's National Programme Of-
ficer conducted the proceedings
of the press conference.

Judicial

From Page 1

ciency.” On an average, a civil
matter takes about five years
from filing to decision in a Dis-
trict Court. In some cases, 15 to
20 years can elapse before a de-
cision by the appellate court Is
received, it pointed out.

“A perverse result of this is
the intentional use of the courts
to delay paying for utilities like
electricity and other services.”

The report sald the existing
code of conduct for
Bangladesh's judges is difficult
to uphold when salaries range
from about 100 US dollars per
month for an Assistant Judge to
400 dollars per month for the
Chief Justice of Bangladesh.
Housing allowance and other
benefits add approximately 50
per cent to the compensation
package.

“By pricing the services of its
judiclary at levels that are
equal to or below that of cleri-
cal staff of the private sector,
the system encourage corrup-
tion,” the Bank sald.

“Higher salaries alone will
not dispel dishonesty, but, in-
ternational experience shows
that together with improved ca-
reer prospects, promotions, bet-
ter working conditions and in-
creased budgets, respectable
wages help create an environ-
ment for sustainable reform.”

The WB said while addi-
tional recruftment might help,
improved Incentives, automa-
tion and stmplified adminis-
trative procedures are more
likely to broaden judicial cov-

erage and reduce the case back- I

logs.

 ——

Gandhi's

grandson
arrives
today

Rajmohan Gandhi, the
grandson of Mahatma Gandhi
arrives here today on a week-
long visit to Bangladesh, re-
ports BSS,

During his first ever visit
here Gandhi will deliver speech
on his book "Revenge and Rec-
onciliation: Understanding
South Asian History" at Ja-
hangirnagar University on
April 8, Rajmohan Gandhi will
also present a keynote speech
on "The Continuing Relevance
of Gandhi's Ideas for Social Ac-
tion in South Asia” on April 9
at CIRDAP Auditorium at 1 pm
at a function jointly organised
by ADAB and PROSHIKA.

The grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi will visit Noakhall on
April 10 and during his over
night stay he will attend several
programmes to be organised by
LIBERAL SHANGA and
PROSHIKA.

Prior to his departure for
New Delhi on April 12, Rajmo-
han Gandhi will attend a dis-
cussion session with Journal-
ists and media men.

3 bills passed

Parliament yesterday passed
three bills including one for set-
ting up environment courts in

six divisional headquarters,
reports UNB.
According to the Environ-

ment Court Bill, 2000, judges of
these courts will be appointed
in consultation with the
Supreme Court.

The two other bills are the
Forest (Amendment) Bill 2000
and the Bangladesh Environ-

ment Protection (Amendment)
Bill 2000.

Chehlum

The chehlum of Rokeya Firoz
(Jewel) will be held after Asr
prayers at her residence at 63
Laboratory Road today, reports
UNB.

Relatives, friends and ad-
mirers have been requested to
attend the chehlum.

JS session prorogued

From Page 1

Fazle Rabbi of JP faction
termed the absence of the BNP
and Its allies unfortunate.

Although it was a private
members’ day, yesterday's
agenda contained government
businesses including six bills,
three of which were passed.

The three bills were on set-
ting up of green courts and
amendments to two laws relat-
ing to conservation of forests
and protection of environment.

Rabbi, who is also a whip of
JP, protested the arrangement
saying it curbed the rights of
private members. But the
Speaker said the agenda priori-
tised private members’ busi-
nesses as provided in Rule 25 of
the Rules of Procedure.

The much-awaited Zila
Parishad Bill was introduced in
the House yesterday, seeking
constitution of elected local

overnment bodies at district-
ﬁ?vel.

Two other bills concerning
development and management
of water resources and setting
up of a water development
agency were also tabled on the
day. All the three bills were sent
to parliamentary standing
committees on relevant min-
istries for examination and to
report back in one month.

The lone private member's
bill was introduced and sent to
the relevant parliamentary
body for scrutiny. Dewan Farid
Gazi of the ruling Awami
League moved the bill ,seeking
mandatory provision for hang-
ing portraits of Father of the
Nation at all offices of govern-
ment, semi-government and au-
tonomous %ndies and Bang-

ladesh missions abroad. It also
seeks punitive action against
officials defying this

Four opposition-sponsored
bills -- two regarding parlia-
mentary seats reserved for
women and one each concern-
ing election of Speaker and
Deputy Speaker and double
membership of parliament --
were included in yesterday's
agenda. But the bills, which
came in the House for the sec-
ond time in the session, could
not be introduced as their ar-
chitects in BNP and JP were ab-
sent.

But a government bill on

women's reserved seats was not
moved although the law minis-
ter earlier spoke about {ts In-
troduction in the 17th sessjon.
A number of other bills were
also in the pipeline before the
session began on March 28,
Parllament Secretariat sources
said.

The House also resolved four
private members’ resolutions,
all of which were withdrawn
following assurances from the
ministers concerned. Two other
resolutions could not be re-
solved due to absence of the
ministers concerned while an-
other could not be placed as the
BNP member concerned was ab-
sent.

Earlier on Wednesday, par-
liament passed the bill bringing
major changes in the contro-
versial Public Safety Act.

Ershad

From Page 1]

Firoz Rashid told this corre-
spondent that the party chief
during his visits will make all
efforts to ‘intensify the current
one-point movement’ and
strengthen the party.

Meanwhile, Khaleda Zia will
begin a three-day visit to Cox’s
Bazar district on April 9. She
will address public meetings
and wayside meetings in four
thanas - Chakoria. Ma-
heshkhali, Ukhia and Ramu.

The BNP chief will visit
Moniraumpur in Jessore on
April 17 and kalaroa in
Satkhira on April 18.

BNP sources said khaleda
Zia would visit a number of
other districts. and her pro-
grammes are being finalised

Top party leadérs like Prof
AQM Badrudozza Chowdhury
and Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
will accompany the party chief.

Jamaat and Islami Oikya
Jote have also decided to go for
election preparations while
continuing the anti-govern-
ment movement.

Jamaat sources said party
chief Golam Azam and other
central leaders will start visit-
ing different parts of the coun-
try shortly

IOJ chief Azizul Haq will
visit Sylhet on April 29 and its
Secretary General Fazlul Haq
Amini visit Brahmanbaria
sometime this month.
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