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LETTER FROM EUROPE

US Presidential Elections from a
Bangladeshi Perspective

There is a lot of sympathy among the Bangladeshis for the Democratic Party, because
in 1971, many Democrats supported Bangladesh in its war against the Pakistani
occupation forces. The Republican Party is unpopular for the same reason — President
Nixon went so far as to send the US Sixth Fleet to the Bay of Bengal in support
of the PPakistani military junta.

Chaklader Mahboob-ul Alam writes from Madrid

N “Super Tuesday”
(March 7, 2000), the cru-
cial date of the American
Presidential primary elections,
I happened to be in Dhaka, try-
ing to sort out some urgent per-
sonal matters. With so much in-
ternational media attention |
the CNN and the BBC World ete.
etc.) focused on the event, |1 was
not surprised by the enormous
interest it had aroused among
the young people. True, there
was considerable confusion
over the meaning and real sig-
nificance of the terms such as
Open Primaries, Close Pri-
maries, Caucuses etc. They ac-
cepted the fact that American
electoral procedure (Electoral
College system based on popu-
lar votes) to choose a President
from among two or more oppos-
ing party candidates was com-
lex enough to confuse anyone.
ut they had difficulty in un-
derstanding why the Ameri-
cans did not have a simple uni-
form method for nominating a
Presidential candidate from
within a party. So all sorts of
questions were tossed at me.
How do the political parties
choose their Presidential can-
didates? What is a primary
election? What is its purpose ?
Why was this system adopted in
the US? Do the Americans fol-
low the same system In every
state?

On my return to Madrid, I
found that here also there was
renewed interest in the pri-
maries — after the half-hearted
and unsuccessful experiment
with Borrel, last year — because
of the Socialist debacle in the
Spanish general elections of
March 12, 2000. Most probably
the next Socialist candidate for
the position of the “Presidente
del Gobierno™ will be chosen in
direct national primaries. So |
decided to write a short piece on
this subject  Most Americans. |
am sure, know the answers to
these elementary guestions . 50
I hope. they will bear with me
while | try to cover these points
bricily

A primary election is one in
which the voters themselves
choose the candidate within a
party to represent it in the gen-
eral elections. It is a contest be-
tween the candidates within a

7. It sounds so basic and so
fundamental in a democratic
system that the readers may
wonder who else except the vot-
ers should have the right to se-
lect the candidate. Well, in the
United States it was not like
this before and even now in
many democracies, the party
bosses (who are otherwise de-
scribed as king makers) select
the candidates. Despite warn-
ings from the nation's founder
fathers against “the evils of the
party. the mischief of the fac-
tions, the pernicious dealings of
the smoke-filled rooms, the
purveyors of personal favour”
and no mention of a party sys-
tem in the American constitu-
tion, by the end of the nine-
teenth century the political par-
ties had become all-powerful
political institutions in Amer-
ica. They, in particular, the
ﬁart}'—in-power exchanged jobs,

ealthcare, food and temporary
housing to the new immigrants
for strict loyalty to their can-
didates at the time of elections
who had been chosen by party
bosses or closed caucuses. This
all-pervasive role of the parties

.in the day-to-day life of the

Americans led to corrupt ma-
nipulation of the public opinion
and ° boss control. corrupt
practices, big business inter-
vention in politics, ignorant
voling and excessive power of
the politicians.” So the politi-
clans, instead of representing
the people, had in effect become
their masters. That clearly was
not the role the political parties
were supposed to play. There
was a clear divorce between the
will of the people (which must

Garfield ®

be allowed to express freely) and
their political representatives,
The whole democratic system
was (n peril. The gradual intro-
duction of the primary method
of nominating candidates al

about this tiime, was one of the
measures taken to reduce cor-
ruption in politics and to curb
the power of the party machin-
ery. According to the supporters
of the primary system, it is also
a good method to test the popu-
larity of the Presidential can-
didates with the party rank and
file all over a country like the
US, which is so vast and at the
same time so complex in its
ethnic and social composition.

Since most Americans are
very independent-minded and
like to do things in their own
ways, they do not follow a uni-
form primary method all over
the country. For example, Ari-
zona, Florida, New Mexico etc
use a closed primary method in
which only the registered mem-
bers of the party are allowed to
vote. On the other hand. Al-
abama, Arkansas, Illinois, In-
diana, Michigan, Wisconsin etc
allow not only the party mem-
bers but also independents and
sometimes members of the
other party to participate. This
system is known as the open
primary election. Then there is
the blanket primary method,
in which registered voters are
allowed to vote on an office-by-
office basis in the primary of ei-
ther of the two parties, but not
in both. If in an initial pri-
mary, none of the candidates
obtains a clear majority, a
runoff primary is held in which
only two top candidates . who
have obtained the highest
number of votes .are allowed to
participate. To make the system
even more complex, there are
states where the two major par-
ties apply two different methods
of primary.

The electoral process to
choose a candidate is not com-
pleted even after all these sepa-
rate primaries, held over a six-
month period in all the states of
the Union, because the pri-

maries elect not the candidate

but delegates to the party’s na-_
-f_hpiiﬂ"f- convention, -whog are .

usnaally committed to one or the
other of the candidates. The
state party organisations use a
number of different methods
like winner-take-all, propor-
tional representation, propor-

tional representation with
bonus delegates, beauty contest
with separate delegate selec-
tion, and delegate selection
with no beauty contest to allo-
cate delegates among the candi-
dates. In this manner, most of
the state delegates now come to
the convention already com-
mitted to a candidate and the
convention merely ratifies the
results of the primaries. No
wonder, detractors of this sys-
tem often criticise it as being
too lengthy and cumbersome.

In Dhaka, after our discus-
sion about the results of the
“Super Tuesday™ primaries, in-
evitably the question came up.
“Who will be the next President
of the United States?”

Mr. Gore has virtually
trounced the other Democratic
contender, Mr. Bradley. thereby
ensuring his party’s nomina-
tion as the candidate in the
Presidential elections in
November. His support has
mainly come from the unions
and the minorities, who in any
case form the core of the Demo-
cratic partys electorate. It
seems that he has so far been
unable to obtain support from
:he independents and the cen-
re.

Mr. Bush has already won
El](}u%h delegates to ensure the
Republican nomination but his
campalgn against Mr. McCain
has been very vicious and
dirty. His supporters engaged in
multi-million dollar under-

hand advertising campaign
against McCain. They also en-
gaged in a whispering campaign
about whether McCain's long
captivity during the Vietnam
war had made him mentally
unstable, his extra marital af-
fairs during his first marriage
and the alleged violation of
adoption laws in case of his
daughter of Bangladeshi origin.
(One more reason why these
primaries have aroused so
much interest in Bangladesh.)
All this has ensured the Repub-
lican nomination for Mr. Bush
in the Party Convention but in
the process he may have de-
stroyed liis chances ol winning
the Presidential elections in
November. Mr. McCain's great
contribution in these primaries
has been his appeal to the inde-
pendents and the new centre,
(apparently first identified as a
decisive group by Dick Morris,
author of the recently published
book, The New Prince) many of
whom do not usually partici-
pate in the electoral process.
His irreverent style and his
clarion call to purge the Ameri-
can political system of the cor-
rupting influence of money
(“zillion dollars™ as he put it),
did something to spark the en-
thusiasin of these uncommitted
voters, who for the first time in
many years came out of their
deep disillusion with politics
and took part in the primaries.
Now that Mr. McCain is out of
the race. the crucial questions
are: What line of action will
these voters take in the Novem-
ber elections? Will they vote for
Mr. Bush. who has been cani-
paigning with an air of dynastic
entitlement or for Mr. Gore,
who gives the impression of
being too clever or just stay
home?

An analysis of the votes cast
in the primaries indicate that
Gore is basically backed by the
left of the political spectrum,
while Bush’s supporters
mainly come from the right,
which according to some esti-
mates accounts for only a little
over one third of the electorate.
Although both have made a

pitch for the central ground. it - -
seemns none bas so far made any_ Sygrany

headway in this territory.
Whoever is successful in entic-
ing the centre will win the elec-
tion. If Bush can somehow per-
suade McCain to form part of
his team as his running mate,
which is highly unlikely if Mc-
Cain is a man of principle, he
stands a chance of winning the
November elections. On the
other hand, Gore can always
boast of the uninterrupted eco-
nomic growth during the last
eight years. As he said recently,
"We stand at a mountain-top
moment in our history, the
longest period of economic

rowth this nation has ever

nown. We need to build on our
record of prosperity, we don't
need to go back to where we were
eight years ago.” This may be a
strong reason for the centre to
shake off its lethargy and vote
for the Democrats. If it hap-
pens, Mr. Gore will most prob-
ably become the next American
President.

The other factor which will
play an important role in the
November elections is the way
women vote. In 1996 Clinton
had a 15 percentage point ad-
vantage of female votes over the
Republican candidate ,which
gave him the victory. Gore does
not seem to have the same sup-
port from women, but he is con-
centrating his campaign on
several Issues which do have
great appeal to the women. They
are: the environment , health
care and pensfons. Bush's
Texas happens to be the most
polluted of all the states and
also it has the largest number of
women without any health in-
surance. Following the Republi-
can tradition, Bush proposes a

number of tax cuts because of
the huge budget surpluses ex-
pected In the next decace. But
Gore wants to limit the tax cuts,
Instead, he wants to use the
surplus to reduce the national
debt and to expand health in-
surance coverage and guarantee
old age pensions not only for
this generation but also for the
next. So if Gore is capable of
putting his message across, his
stand on these Issues will give
him an edge over Bush which in
turn will ensure more support
for him from the women voters.
Here also the McCain factor is
relevant. There are many
women, who are family-values
oriented, They are concerned
about the moral conduct of
their children. McCain came
across to them as an icon of
duty, honour and sacrifice. So
they voted for him in droves.
Now that McCain Is no longer a
candidate, the questions are:
Will they feel disenchanted
with politics and abstain dur-
ing the November elections ? If
they vote, who will they vote for
— Bush or Gore?

Clinton's Visit

On “Super Tuesday” (March
7, 2000), I also found that there
was a lot of enthusiasm and ex-
pectation in Dhaka about Pres-
ident Clinton’s forthcoming
visit to the city. | saw teams of
cleaners, painters, electricians,
street sweepers, repairmen busy
sprucing up the route which the
American President’'s motor-
cade was supposed to take. Bﬁ
the way, in spite of Kennet
Starr [ or may be because of
him), Clinton remains im-
mensely popular among the
Bangladeshis. (Of course, there
is a minority of Bangladeshis,
who imagine all sorts of hidden
imperialistic designs behind
this trip.) He is considered as a
very humane person. No other
American President has
aroused so much genuine inter-
est and admiration among the
ordinary people. Besides, there
is a lot of sympathy among the

Bangladeshis for the Demo-
cratic Party, because in 1971,

Deémocrats ‘supported
Bangladesh in its war against
the Pakistani occupation
forces. The Republican Party is
unpopular for the same reason
— President Nixon went so far
as to send the US Sixth Fleet to
the Bay of Bengal in support of
the Pakistani military junta.
While it was clear to most
people that the main objective
of the President's visit to South
Asia was to forﬁe a strategic al-
liance with India against the
looming presence of China in
that region, there was a lot
speculation about the precise
reasons why Bangladesh was
included in the itinerary. The
US oil companies have already
made substantial investments
in the exploration and drilling
of natural gas in Bangladesh.
Negotiations are at present
continuing for further Ameri-
can Investments in this field.
Apparently there are some
significant obstacles in finalis-
ing the deal. Some thoulght that
the Clinton visit would help
overcome these obstacles. There
were others who were of the
opinion that Clinton was com-
ing to Bangladesh to persuade
its government to become part

of the budding Indo-US al-
liance, because the US no longer
considered Pakistan as its most
trusted ally in the region. There
were yet others, who thought
that Clinton was essentially a
gregarious and open minded
politiclan with a soft spot for
the underprivileged. Having
come so far to Delhi, he could
not ignore the teeming millions
of a poor but proud country like
Bangladesh. There may be some
truth in each of these argu-
nments.

by Jim Davis
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WHO and the World Health Day

by Dr. Maswoodur Rahman

HOUGH formally
organlsed In 1946 as a
speclalised non-political

health agency of the United
Nations, the WHO was
conceptualised In April 1945,
during the conference held at
San Francisco to set up the
United Nations. The represen-
tatives of Brazil and China pro-

osed that an International

ealth organisation should be
established and that a confer-
ence to frame (ts constitution
tution was drawn up at an in-
ternational health conference
in New York In 1946. The same
conference had set up an "In-
terim commission” to prepare
the ground for the new organi-
sation and to carry out urgent
tasks until the WHO constitu-
tion was accepted by the re-
quired number of UN member
states. The ratification was se-
cured by 7 April 1948, The for-
mal existence of the WHO as a
speclalised agency began on
that day. The formation of WHO
represents the culmination of
r[&rts to establish a single
worldwide Intergovernmental
health agency which Is unique
among the UN agencles in that
it has its own constitution. Cer-
tain principles in the field of
health have been enunciated in
this constitution for the pur-
pose of cooperation among the
member countries to promote
and protect the health of all
people. The WHO has been es-
tablished in recognition of the
fact that diseases do not respect
national boundaries. With to-
day's enormous numbers of in-

ternational travellers and the
speed of such travel, a disease
outbreak may jump from con-
tinent to continent, from region
to region, in a few hours’ time.
In addition to fighting Infec-
tious diseases, the World Health
Organisation seeks to improve
the Feneral level of health of the
world's population. Since the

incidence of Infectious diseases

is relatively low nowadaf\;s. the
WHO, to achieve Its goal, has put

eater emphasis on the prob-
ems brought about by the rapid
increase In population. The
constitution of the World
Health Organisation lists I[ts
purpose as being:

. To assist governments
upon request in strengthening
health services.

2. To promote Improved
standards of teaching and
training in the health profes-
slons.

3. To provide information,
counsel, and assistance in the
field of health. '

4. To Promote improved nu-
trition, housing, sanitation,
working conditions, and other
aspects of environmental hy-
glene,

5. To promote among scien-
tiflc and professional groups
cooperation related to health.

6. To promote maternal and
child health and welfare.

7. To promote actlvities in
the field of mental health, es-
peclally those affecting the
harmony of human relations.

8. To promote and conduct
research in the field of health.

9. To study social techniques

affecting public health.

As world health problems
have changed thrml%h the
years, the World Health Organi-
sation has correspondingly
shifted the emphasis of its pro-
grammes and has piayc{f an
important role In improving
the health of the world's popu-
lation.

As sald earlier the constitu-
tion of the WHO came into force
on 7th April, 1948 which is ob-
served every year as "World
Health Day" throughout the
world. A World Health Day
theme is chosen each year to fo-
cus atiention on a specific as-
pect of public health. The theme
of the World Health Day this
year Is "Sale blood starts with
me — blood saves lives.”

Blood 1s the lifeline of hu-
man body, supplying oxygen to
all its parts. B[rmd transfusion
is the transfer of blood or a
blood component from one per-
son (a donor) to another (a re-
ciplent). Transfusions are car-
ried out to increase the blood's
ability to carry oxygen, restore
the body's normal blood vol-
ume, improve immunity, and
correct clotting problems. Vari-
ous conditions such as acci-
dents, child birth, surgery or
severe illness can deplete the
amount of blood in a person.
This shortfall needs to be sup-
plemented through blood trans-
fusion.

On the eve of World Health
Day this year, the Regional Di-
rector of WHO, South East Asia
Region. Dr. Uton Muchtar Rafei
said In a message, "The first

World Health Day in this new
century is dedicated by WHO 1o
sale blood. Blood |s perhaps the
most precious life resource, a
vital defence mechanism and
the essential carrier of oxygen
needed by the human body.
Gilobally, there is deep concern
about the growing problem of
infections like HIV/AIDS, hep-
atitis B, hepatitis C, syphilis
and malaria induced by blood
transfusjon. Only by ensuring
safe blood can their Incidence
be reduced and the people pro-
tected. Overall, while most de-
veloped countries have been
able to secure blood safety, de-
veloping countries, including
those In this region, are still at
varying stages of ensuring the
supply of safe blood. For most
countries, there Is an urgent
need to develop national strate-
gies for safe blood transfusion
and to ensure their efficient
implementation.

An important strategy wonld
be to replace all proufessional
blood donors with regualar. vol-
untary blood donors. At the
same lime, rigorous screening
of all donated blood must be
made mandatory. It is vital that
together we ensure the avail-
ability of adequate supplies of
safe blood. Nations must im-
plement rational and stringent
policies for blood transfusion.
At the same time, all of us, as
healthy citizens, must donate
our blood, regularly. Each one
of us can offer this precious gift
of life to those In need.

We must make a start, to-
day.”

Taking IT to grassroots

Bangladesh is a developing country with large population and numerous problems to solve
for the betterment of its citizens. The growing importance of information technology can
play an important role in this regard, writes Reza Salim

(IT) is the fastest growing
sector in the world today and
has been envisaged as the most
revolutionary tool of the
knowledge-based society of
tomorrow. It empowers citizens
and democratises societies. It is
the driving force of the world
economy of the next
millennium. New models of
commercial interaction and
developing as business and
consumers participate in the
electronic market place and
reap the resultant benefits.
Entrepreneurs are able to start
new businesses more easily
with the smaller up front
investment requirements.
Even in the early stages of its
development, IT has already
transformed the world, Over the
next decades the rapid advances
on the IT will affect ahmost ev-
ery aspect of daily life -- educa-
tion, relations, healthcare,
works, leisure activities, etc.
Disparate population, one sepa-
rated by space and time, will
experience these changes as
part of global community.
Information technologies
can change the lifestyle, culture
and civilisation by expanding
knowledge base, by affecting the
kind of job skills we need and
the kinds of careers that are
available and by transforming
organisations of all kinds. By
changing our knowledge, ca-
reers and organisations, In-
formation technology has cre-
ated wide-ranging changes in
our society and culture. Recent
development in multi-network-
ing and multimedia will play a
vital role in information tech-
nology in future for the devel-
opment of poor countries.
Computer-based IT can
change a society by supplying
learning materials, including
video material stored on video
disc or tapes, Different types of
computer software are also
available for imparting educa-
tion to children and adults in
the socliety. Police department
is also using IT for crime detec-
tion through computer data

based information system. In
retailing. microprocessor based

point ol sale systein are coni-
mon place and links are being
established between these and
the banking systems that goods
can be purchased by direct deb-
iting the customer's account.
Banking and sales are being ac-
complished electronically in
most advanced countries nowa-
days. But on account of its grow-
ing demand, these services are
bheing expanded globally. In case
of modern war, microproces-
sor-based warheads are used in
battle management,

The 21st century will be the
century of information tech-
nology. Developed countries,
like USA, Japan and west Euro-
pean countries, Malaysia, Sin-
gapore, Taiwan, etc. now prefer
challenges of its application in
different sectors. Japan has al-
ready chalked out a plan where
it would Invest about 30 per cent
of its national budget of 2000
for Information technology
with a target of 44 per cent em-
ployvment in this sector alone. It
may be mentioned here that
about one third of the semicon-
ductors are being produced in
Japan and it uses about one
third of the supercomputers
avallable In the world.

Malaysia has given top pri-
ority on the information tech-
nology and has started to im-
plement a project on multime-
dia super corridor (MS5C). This
cyber city is located to the south
of Kuala Lumpur and spread in
an area of 50Km by 15Km. Bill
Gates, the president of Mi-
crosolt, has already established
his Aslan regional office and
more than two dozens of IT
companies booked accommoda-
tions for thelr offices and
workshops. It Is expected that
the construction of this cyber
city will be completed by the
yvear 2000 and it will act as the
Siltcon Valley of California for
the Asian region. Besides
Malaysia and some other coun-
tries are taking keen Interest in

I NFORMATION Technology

establishment of multimedia
Universities to face the chal-
lenge of the 21st century.

There is a general assump-
tion that the poor are merely
recipients: of technology, of in-
formation, of knowledge. Of
course, this is not correct. Poor
countries now all produce at
least some information and
communication technologies,
in the form of customised soft-
ware systems. Poor communi-
ties all produce their own in-
formation and knowledge.

IT could be used to transmit
information from poor en-
trepreneurs to donor and gov-
ernment agencies. The main re-
ported IT use, though, has been
to transmit marketing infor-
mation about small/micro-en-
terprise products and services
and potential customers; typi-
cally via the Web to western ex-

"' port markets (World Bdnk 998,

Hegener 1998).

IT is neither a universally
necessary nor a sufficient con-
dition for giving voice to poor
entrepreneurs. There are many
other -- potentially more ap-
propriate -- mechanisms to as-
sist the poor, from face-to-face
meetings to telephone conver-
sations to newsletters and even
radio/TV prograins. On the sec-
ond point, te lumln;lz} only af-
fects part of a much broader so-
cial process. Poor entrepreneurs
must also have the capacity to
generate relevant information
about themselves, and to access
and use the IT. Frequently they
do not have this capacity, and
they will again have to rely on
intermediaries. At the other
end, someone must also be
listening and able to act on
what they hear. Panos (1998a),
for example, describes
termination of web

the
Séervice

selling low-income country
products to Western consumers
due to lack of use

Information technology is
the most powerful tool nowa-
days for the development of a
country. No nation will be able
to survive without proper use of
this technology. If a nation
fails to take appropriate mea-
sure to improve its information
system, it will ultimately fail to
meet the future challenge of de-
velopment. The more informa-
tion at the disposal of a country,
the more successful it will be
over is competitors. The effi-
cient IT will offer unique oppor-
tunity to achieve the supremacy
of some nation over the other
nations '

The author is an Associate
Director, Bangladesh Friend-
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