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in Pakistan's political history

ISLAMABAD, Apr 6: Former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif's

sentencing to life in prison on.

Thursday is the latest chapter
in Pakistan's chequered politi-
cal history, reports AFP.

The past five decades have
seen a series of political assas-
sinations, military coups, one
prime minister executed. an-
other convicted of graft and
now a third jailed for life.

Pakistan's first prime min-
ister, Liaquat All Khan, was as-
sassinated in 1951, during the
teething years after indepen-
dence in 1947, and the country
has been ruled by the military
for almost half of its 53 years.

Field Marshal Mohammad
Ayub Khan ousted president
Iskander Mirza in 1958 and
ruled for a decade, General
Yahya Khan took over for three
years before holding general
elections, and General Mo-
hammad Zia ul-Haq ruled for
11 years, until his death in a
mysterious August 1988 plane
crash.

A new era of military rule
dawned on October 12 of last
year with the overthrow of
Nawaz Sharif as prime minis-
ter by army chief General Per-
vez Musharral. :

Sharif was sentenced to lile
in prison by an anti-terrorism
court in Karachi on Thursday
on charges of terrorism and hi-
jacking after attempting to pre-
vent Musharraf's plane from
landing in Pakistan.

But he escaped the fate of an-
other former prime minister,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who was
toppled by Zia in 1977, con-
victed in a controversial mur-
der conspiracy case and hanged
in Rawalpindi on April 4, 1979.

Bhutto's daughter. Benazir
Bhutto. who was twice elected
and twice dismissed as priune
minister after Zia's death, was
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L.ady police rounding up women activists of Pakistan Muslim League of deposed premier
Nawaz Sharif outside an anti-terrorism court which announced a verdict against Sharif
yesterday. The court sentenced former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to life imprisonment
and ordered the forfeiture of his entire property.

convicted of corruption charges
in April 1999.

Benazir and her husband,
Asif All Zardari, were sentenced
by an anti-graft court to five
years in prison and fined 8.6
milllon dollars in a case the
couple described as political

victimisation by arch foe
Sharif.
The first woman prime

minister of Pakistan was con-
victed while she was abroad and
has chosen to live in London
since then to avoid arrest while
her spouse has been in jail in
Karachi since November 1996.
Her appeal is pending with
the Pakistan Supreme Court,
Sharif. a 52-vear-old indus-
trialist who lurched from crisis
to crisis after winning in a

—AFP photo

landslicde at the polls two years
ago now faces an uphill legal
battle

He can appeal to a high court
and then to the Supreme Court.

A linal appeal lies with Pres-
ident Muhmammad Raliq
Tarar. who was elected under
Sharif and retained his office
after the October coup by
Musharral.

KUALA LUMPUR. Apr 6: A
state in northern Malaysia
plans to Introduce a law to stop
Muslim politicians promising
places in heaven for their sup-
porters, its chief minister sald
Thursday, reports AFP.

The law would be against
people who propagate "deviant
religious values to serve thelr
political needs,” Shahidan Kas-
sim, chief minister of Perlis
sald.

Offenders would face a year
in a "religlous rehabilitation
centre” unless they repent, he
safcl.

"We will take action against
those who say 'Vote for our
party and you will go to heaven'
and nonsense like that," he told
AFP.

The national ruling coall-
tion which also governs Perlis
often accuses the opposition
Partl Islam Se Malaysia (PAS)
of abusing Islam to serve its po-
litical agenda.

It says PAS has Issued reli-
gious decrees or "fatwas” decree-
ing a place in heaven for Its
supporters. PAS denies the
charge.

Shahidan said the Islamiah
Aqidah (faith) Protection Bill
would be introduced when the
state assembly convenes Fri-
day.

}'“ is expected to be passed
casily as Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad's National
Front holds a commanding ma-

orily
| I’AS, which has three repre-

— =

sentatives in the 15-seat as-
sembly, said it would oppose the
bill if “it tried to separate reli-
gion from politics.”

“Islam s the base of politics
and cannot be separated,” PAS
president Fadzil Noor told AFP.

"We are walting for more de-
tails of the bill before com-
menting on the specifics,” he
added.

Shahidan said the bill was
"above politics® and almed to
ensure the unity of Muslims.

"It deals with a wide range of
issues like apostasy and deviant
teachings the opposition
should support it instead of op-
posing merely for the sake of
opposing.” he said.

Shahidan sald those who
"misuse religion” would face a

ans law against
using Islam for political ends

sariah (Islamic) judge empow-
ered 1o rule that offenders have
lost their faith.

“The judge is empowered 1o
send them to religious rehabili-
tation centres for a year unless
they repent in court,” he said.

He sald the state religious
department would enforce the
law.

Shahidan sald the bill would
ensure that religious teachings
in the state are "based on the
Quran and not on all kinds of
interpretations by people with
selfish motives.”

Religion has become a polit-
ical battleground since PAS
made big inroads against the
ruling coalition in last Novem-
Lber's parlifamentary and state
elections.

Strike paralyses
life in Nepal

KATHMANDU, Apr 6: A gen-
eral strike called by Maolst
rebels today brought life to a
standstill in this Himalayan
nation, reports AP.

The Communist Party ol
Nepal (Maoist), waging a four-
year struggle to overthrow the
constitutional monarchy,
called for the strike to oppose
police action against them and
to demand the release of ar-
rested comrades.

Armed police patrolled the
almost deserted streets of Kat-
mandu.

Most embassies, including
the US Embassy, closed for the
day.

Only government offices
opened for work, though most
employees stayed home fearing
atlacks by the rebels.

India to get 2 Russian
AWACS for surveillance

NEW DELHI. Apr 6: Russia
has leased two Airborne Early
Warning and Control Systems
(AWACS) to the Indian Air
Force to step up its aerial
surveillance on the border with
Pakistan. military sources said
today, reports AFP.

The A-50 Russian AWACS,
capable of simultaneously
monitoring 40 airborne objects,
are mounted on two llyushin-76
transport aircraft, a top air
force source told the agency,
adding that the two Russian
AWACS were expected "any-
time.”

"The deal was in the pipeline”

for the past few weeks and we
aré now expecting the planes to
arrive anytime.” the source said
adding Moscow had agreed to
lease the AWACS for a mini-
mum period of one year.
[lyushins can stay aloft
without refuelling for six hours
and have a maximum range of
1.R00 kilometres (1.116 miles)

while the A-50 AWACS have a
detection range of 200 kilome-
tres (124 miles).

"We desperately needed the
AWACS before summer (o
strengthen our air dominance
in certain sectors which we ex-

t to heat up,” the source said.

The official did not disclose
Russian preconditions for the
lease or whether Moscow had
also agreed to supply refuelling
aircraft to the AWACS.

India's dream of building an
indigenous AWACS shattered
when a prototype crashed near
the southern city a Madras in
January last year, killing five

military scientists on board the. |

experimental Avro plane.

The Indian air force voiced
the need for airborne surveil-
lance systems after losing two
MiG fighter jets and a heli-
copter gunship during a conflict
with cross-border intruders and
Pakistani army regulars in
Kashmir last sumimer.

Critics term Clinton's South
Asia tour a costly failure

WASHINGTON, Apr 6: US
President Bill Clinton's recent

visit to South Asia has been as-

sailed by his critics here as a
costly failure because he did not
achieve what they presume were
his main goals — to make India
and Pakistan sign the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
and enter into a dialogue on
Kashmir, reports PTIL.

Despite Clinton making it
clear that he recognised that
New Delhi would decide on sign-

ing the CTBT keeping in mind
‘its security threat perceptigns,
and that he was not going tp

mediate on Kashmir, critics
like senator John McCain, who
failed himself in his effort to
get republican presidential
nomination, have termed the
tour a failure.

The Washington Times. a
major critic of Clinton on vari-
ous issues, said in a front page

dispatch today, Clinton's South
Asia trip assailed as costly fail-
e — price tag likely to exceed
0 million dollars.

President Clinton's trip late
last month to India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Switzerland
was the most expensive and,
critics charge, the least produc-
tive foreign trip ever taken by a
US Chief Executive, it said.

The White House, said the
paper, reported on Monday that
the air force estimated that
Clinton's travels to the Asia
subcontinent would cost bes
tween 50 and 75 million dol-
lars, although precise figures
would not be available for
months.

Much of that expense came,
said the paper, from the use of
an aerial armada that, accord-
ing to news reports, included 26
huge 0-5 and C-17 cargo planes
and morce than 50 other support

aircraft needed to transport the
president's security and politi-
cal entourages.

The secret service took un-
precedented security measures,
it said, attributing them to the
tensions between Pakistan and
India that the White House fears
could erupt into nuclear war.

Clinton, it noted, attributing
the precaution to fear of nuclear

war and not to the terrorist
threat in Pakistan played a
shell game with multiple jet
aircraft when shuttling from
Mumbai to Islamabad.

He first pretended to board a

C-17, then slipped aboard one of

two waiting %:llfstream execu-
tive jets parked behind cav-
ernous transport.

In the other jet was a Clinton

double, a secret service agent
who looked like him and who
deplaned first in Islamabad, it
said.

Clinton

US President Bi

home for a night's stay.
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Russian fighter
fighter jet crashed while lan
Russia, killing one of the two-man crew, officials said
Thursday, AP reports from Moscow.

Just after touching down Wednesday night, the MiG-31
skidded off the runway. flipped and caught fire, said Air Force
spokesman Alexander Drobyshevsky. One of the plane’s pilots,
Maj. Yevgeny Stroitelev. was hospitalised and later died. The
other. Col Gennady Mashevsky. received minor injurles.

would work closely with him, AP reports from Chappaqua.
Yoshiro Mori, a former trade minister, was sworn in earlier
in the day Wednesday to succeed Keizo Obuchi, who suffered a
stroke Sunday and went into a coma. Clinton placed the call
soon after flying from Washingtion to his Westchester County
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Clinton called Japan's new prime minister
with congratulations and assurances that the United States
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BANGLADESH SHIPPING
CORPORATION

DHAKA

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT RE-TENDER
NOTICE FOR TRANSPORTATION
OF CRUDE OIL

OFFERS ARE

INVITED

FROM VESSEI

OWNERS/AGENTS/BROKERS FOR TRANSPORTATION

OF 100,000

METRIC TONS

(5% MORE OR LESS

SUPPLIER'S OPTION) ARABIAN LIGHT CRUDE OIL FROM
RASTANURA, SAUDI ARABIA TO CHITTAGONG UNDER
LIFTING LAYCAN RASTANURA, SAUDI ARABIA 23

APRIL,

TENDER SCHEDULE
CONDITIONS)

2000 ON ACCOUNT OF BANGLADESH
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

(BPC),
(DETAIL

FREIGHT RE-
TERMS AND

MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE

FOLLOWING ADDRESSES DURING OFFICE HOURS ON
OR BEFORE 10 APRIL 2000 ON PAYMENT OF TAKA
200.00 ( TWO HUNDRED) ONLY:
1. CHARTERING & TRAMPING DEPARTMENT,
BANGLADESH SHIPPING CORPORATION,
28/1, TOYENBEE CIRCULAR ROAD (4TH FLOOR),
MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA, DHAKA.,
ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT,
BANGLADESH SHIPPING CORPORATION,

"BSC BHABAN"

SALTGOLA ROAD, CHITTAGONG,
FREIGHT RE-TENDER CLOSING 1000 HRS (BST) ON 11

APRIL, 2000.

GENERAL MANAGER

(CHARTERING & TRAMPING DEPARTMENT)
BANGLADESH SHIPPING CORPORATION,
28/1, TOYENBEE CIRCULAR ROAD

GD-310

MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA, DHAKA,

i
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An Israeli settler threatens with a knife Palestinian photographers arriving by car to the
Maon farm, or Havat Maon, on Wednesday, as Israeli soldiers look on. Around 50 Jewish
settlers set up tents on this recently evacuated area near the West Bank City of Hebron
that was declared a "closed military zone" by the Israeli army. The army told the settlers
to leave but they were still there at the end of the afternoon.

— AFP photo

Scientists find N-materials
in truck bound for Pakistan

ALMATY, Kazakhstan, Apr
6: Sclentists made a first check
on nearly one ton of radioactive
material found hidden In a
truckload of scrap metal bound
for Pakistan, the Interfax news
agency reported Wednesday, re-
ports AP.

Customs officials in Uzbek-
istan sald they discovered 10
lead boxes on the truck last
week that were emitting power-
ful radiation when the truck
was halted at a remote border
crossing with Turkmenistan, It
was headed for Pakistan via
Iran on a trip that began in
Kazakhstan.

The discovery reinforced
worrles about smuggling of nu-
clear material from countries
of the former Soviet Unlon to
such countries as Iran, which
the United States believes |Is
trying to bulld a nuclear bomb,
and Pakistan, which success-
fully tested a nuclear bomb (n

1998,

» Alter the Soviet collapse in

1991, Kazakhstan declared it-
self a neutral and non-nuclear
country and turned over (ts So-
viet-made nuclear weapons to
Russia, but retained nuclear re-
search facilities. The United
otates Is helping the country
destroy remaining weapons fa-
cllifties,

Alter being halted in Uzbek-
istan, the truck was sent back to
Kazakstan, where officials were
investigating what was aboard.

Kazakh nuclear scientists at
the Institute of the Radiation
Control Department told Inter-

fax the material was emitting
about 1,200 milliroentgen per
hour, enongh to cause radiation
sickness In a person after 50
days ol exposure, The radiation
level exceeded Kazakh safety
Hmits 100 thnes, the report
said.

The report did not mention
whether the truck's driver, an
Iranian national, had become
i1,

To get a closer reading of
what sort of material Is in-
volved, authorities sent a sam-
yle from the boxes to Kaza-

hstan's National Nuclear
Center at Semipalatinsk, a fa-
cility in eastern Kazakstan
formerly used to test Soviet nu-
clear weapons, Interfax sald.

Some Kazakh securlity ofli-
clals meanwhile denied this
week that the truck carried any
nuclear materials, even as news
agencies reported the scientists'
ﬂn{llnf,s.

Yerlan anhngnpznmv. a re-
gional customs department di-
rector, sald no containers were
on the truck and that officials
in Uzbekistan had been con-
fused by using broken down ra-
diation meters, Interfax re-

ported. |

Opposition demands snap

elections in Japan

TOKYO, Apr 6: In selecting
Yoshiro Mori as the country's
new prime minister, Japan’s
ruling party had hoped to end a
succession crisis created by the
sudden collapse of Keizo
Obuchi, reports AP,

But on Mori's first day in of-
fice, it appeared the crisis was
anything but over.

Opposition leaders and ma-
jor newspaper demanded today
that Morl call snap elections to
prove his mandate, voters
seemed to see him as a stand-in
an rumours were rife that his
fellow Liberal Democrats were
already jockeying to be next in
line.

Mori, a former trade minis-

ter, was installed as prime min-
ister with a solid majority of
votes Wednesday in both houses
replacing
Obuchi, who has been in a coma

of Parliament,

since suffering a massive stroke
last weekend.

On Thursday, Obuchi re-
mained comatose and on life
support at Tokyo's Juntendo
hospital, said chief Cabinet sec-
retary Mikio Aoki. Obuchi's
wife, Chizuko, and three chil-
dren were with him, but his
brother returned home, report-

edly because it appears Obuchi's

condition could remain the
same for some time.
As soon as it became clear

that Obuchi's condition was

grave, Liberal Democratic Party

officials rallied behind Mori,
the party's second-in-com-
mand,

Pledging to stay his prede-
cessor's course,

Mori has re-
tained all of the ministers in

Japan's new Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori talks to the
press during his first day at
the minister's official resi-
dence in Tokyo yesterday.

— AFP photo

the Obuchi Cabinet for his new
administration. And in his
first news conference, he vowed
to emphasise Obuchi’'s economic
and political reform initiatives
as well

His top priority, he said, will
be to nurse Japan's budding
economic recovery and boost
private consumption, long con-
sidered the central weak spot.

| must continue to keep
Prime Minister Obuchi's
thoughts in mind," Mori said as
he began his first-day in office.

| hat is very important to me."

Among Mori's first official
acts was a brief telephone con-
versation with US President
Bill Clinton and a meeting with
a visiting Chinese Communist
Party leader,

But outside of the premier's
official residence storms were
brewing.

Though Mori has a solid
record as a leader within the
ruling party, he has a relatively
weak Cabinet portfolio. He's
never been foreign or finance
minister, and many analysts
see him as highly vulnerable to
rivals within the LDP.

"He Is not knowledgeable on
foreign policy or the economy.”
sald Fukuji Taguchi, a political
scientist at Tokyo's Rit-
sumeikan University. "He
doesn’t have much leadership
ability, and often makes con-
troversial comments.”

Opposition party leaders,
meanwhile, strongly criticised
the manner in which Mori was
chosen, pointing out that it was
the convenience of the ruling
party and not his accomplish-
mentis as a statesman that won
him the nomination.

The opposition could not
block Mori's election because
the Liberal Democrats' major
ity in Parliament assures their
president of being installed as
Prime minister.

The opposition is ¢
quick elections

We are pressing for elec-
tions as soon as possible,” said
Ichiro Nakayama, an official
with the Democratic Party,
Japan's Jlargest opposition
group

.+lhng for

400 die from
famine in
Ethiopia

GODE, Ethiopia, Apr 6: More

than 400 people, most of them
children, died from famine dur-
ing March in the southeastern
Gode region of Ethiopia, local
authorities sald Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

The figure is the first official
toll of the effects of a drought-
related food shortage that is
threatening the lives of 1.3 mil-
lion people in the area, accord-
ing to aid workers.

Sheikh Abdullahi, the offi-
cial in charge of health in Gode,
said that in one district alone —
Denan — 263 pecple had died,
including 191 children under
five years old.

In the town of Gode itself. lo-
cated 1,200 kilometres south-
east of the capital Addis Ababa,
203 people died. Sixty per cent
of the were Children under five,
he said.

Abdullahi was speaking al-
ter a meeting of local authori-
ties with Ethiopian Transport
Minister Mahamoud Dirir, an
EU humanitarian affairs repre-
sentative, Peter Holdsworth,
and local charities.

"Such a disaster has never
happened in the history of this
region,” Abdullahi said.

30,000 elephants
killed in Africa
in two years

NAIROBI, Apr 6: More than
30,000 elephants have been
killed in the last two years in
Alrica, despite the Interna-
tional ban on the ivory trade,
two animal rights groups said
in Nairobl yesterday. reports
AFP.

Officials from Born Free and
the International Wildlife
Coalition (IWC) told reporters
they would support Kenvya's call
for a total ban on the trade in
elephant tusks at the Conven-
tion on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES)
summit to be held next week In
the Kenvan capital

CITES decided two years ago
to partly lift a 1989 morato-
rinum on trade in elephant
tusks, permitting Zimbabwe,
Namibia and Botswana to start
selling old ivory stocks to
clients in Japan.

In a statement last week the
organisation claimed the move
had not led to a rise in poach-
ing. The organisation said only
235 elephants had been Kkilled
across the continent in 1998
and 1999.

But the head of Born Free,
Will Travers, sald poaching was
on the Increase, with some
30.705 elephants Killed in
Alrica in the last two years

The CITES summit Is set to

run from April 10-20.
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