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what was promised in those early post-war years.

| HE rise in Europe of a far
right nurturing nostalgia
for the Nazi past: the re-

cent attacks on migrants in
southern Spain: anti-foreigner
attitudes in several of the eco-
nomically better-off African
countries; Institutionalized
racism (n some police forces
and prison systems: this grim
and. sadly, incomplete list is a
stark reminder that bigotry and
blas are alive and well as we
Hrcparo to mark on Tuesday the

rst International Day against
Racial Discrimination of the
new century.

Tackling racism and xeno-
phobia must be one of our top
priorities.

It is clear that the affirma-
tion in the first article of the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights — 'Everyone is born
free and equal in dignity and
rights’ — has not become a real-
ity. where one is born and one's
status often determine the
rights one can eflfectively claim
and the dignity one enjoys. In-
ternational standards have
been set for the prevention and
elimination of discrimination,
but social and political realities
undermine the promise of hu-
man rights law.

In September 2001, govern-
ments and representatives of
civil soclety will gather at the
World Conference against
Racism to address these short-
camlnFs. The delegates will
meet, fittingly, in South Africa,
to review action taken to fight
discrimination since the end of
the Second World War, when re-
vulsion against racism and
xenophobia led most of human-
ity to join hands and establish
the United Nations and adopt
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FIGHTING RACISM

Enough Talk, Time for Action

The world will be looking to the delegates who will meet in South Africa next year to go be-
yond the all too predictable and perfunctory condemnations of racism. The World
Conference will have to harness a renewed collective commitment to implement

by Mary Robinson

the Universal Declaration. One
conclusjion they will inevitably
draw is that 50 years after that
hopeful time, racism and xeno-
phobia are again on the rise. In
the past decade alone we have
seen genocide in Rwanda and
“ethnic cleansing” in the former
Yugoslavia. And today, a num-
ber of crises that challenge
principles of equal treatment
continue to burn slowly:

* Indigenous peoples have
been margmalizc{raud pushed
into the more inhospitable
parts of their territories. Their
rights to land and natural re-
sources are tenuous or not
recognised. United Nations

human rights bodies are elabo-
rating standards for their pro-
tection and remedies against
violations, but there is a lon

way to go before members o
these groups can obtain equal-
ity in tact,

* Migrant workers are often
subjected to exploitation and
xenophobia. They are welcomed
when there is a shortage of
labour, but are the first to be
fired when unemployment sets
in. The international instru-
ment drafted to ensure their
rights — the Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families — has not been
ratified by a single industrial-
ized country and has not en-
tered into force. Undocumented
workers smuggled or lured into
a country on false promises are
especially hard hit because of
their "illegal®™ status. Many
women end up in forced prosti-
tution, not daring to denounce

their tormentors because in so
doing they would risk bein
sent back to thelr country o
origin to face disgrace, shame
or worse,

* Widespread violations of
human rights have given rise to
a massive flow ol refugees,
Much of the violence and armed
conflict of recent years could
have been averted if early ac-
tion had been taken at the na-
tional level to bsz diserimi-
nation to an end and to respond
to justified grievances. The In-
ternational community must
accept that some, utterly vul-
nerable, groups can be faced
with conditions that leave no
choice but to flee, and should
help when this happens.

* The right to seek asylum
has become increasingly diffi-
cult to exercise due to the [m-
plementation of 'mon-admis-
sion' policies by most industri-
alized countries. Visa require-
ments, sanctions against air-
lines, the isolation of appli-
cants and processing of applica-
tions for asylum abroad has led
to a significant decrease In the
number of asylum seekers. As a
result, many would-be refugees
are prevented from escaping
persecution in their home coun-
tries.

* The Roma community
(Gypsles) are the subject of so-
cial discrimination in many
countries. Europe in particular
is at a loss to deal with this is-
sue. Well-intentioned but Fa-
ternalistic efforts to assimilate
them to the dominant Western
cultures have failed, and Euro-
pean states face the delicate

task of ensuring conditions un-
der which the Roma can retain
their identity and dignity with-
out being subject to diserimina-
tion.

* Hate speech is on the In-
crease. Racists have discovered
a new tool by which they can
spread their virulent and de-
structive prejudices. Hate
speech s disseminated through
the Internet at little financial
cost and, in some countries,
without the risk of penal conse-
quences. In Europe there is a
particular fear of this new av-
enue for racist propaganda, and
efforts are being max!‘]'e to bring
it under control. But racists can
now disseminate their hateful
material through United
States-based sites, protected by
the country's ﬂplplicatiun of the

provisions o the First
Amendment of the Bill of
Rights.

The world will be looking to
the delegates who will meet in
South Africa next year to F(} be-
yond the all too predictable and
perfunctory condemnations ol
racismn. The World Conference
will have to harness a renewed
collective commitment to im-
plement what was promised in
those early post-war years. The
outcome should be a practical
plan of action to fulfil the
pledge to promote and encour-
age universal respect of human
rights for all without distinc-
tion as to race, colour, gender or
ethnic or national origin.

— UNIC Feature

The author is United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Human Rights and Secretary-
General of the World Conference
against Racism.

FOCUS

Land Reform Wins Applause — and
Call for an Encore

The controversy over squatters' raids in Zimbabwe has prompted people in the Indian state of West Bengal
to take stock of their own land reforms. One man who fostered the movement in the Seventies wants a
fresh shake-up as he reflects on the peasant push for fairer farming.

Bishakha De Sarkar writes from Calcutta

HE man who played mid-
I wife to land reform in West

Bengal more than 20 years

ago is now caIHn% for a fresh
ase in the local farming revo-
ution.

At a time when moves to re-
" distribute 'farmland in Zim-
babwe have'stirréd heéatéed -
ternrational debate, the issue is
still very much alive in this
east Indian state, which is held
u1p by many as a good example
of land reform. It boasts the
country's best annual growth
rate in agricultural production.

"Reforms are a continuing
process,” says Debabrata Ban-
dopadhyaya, who was West
Bengal's Land Reform Commis-
sioner in the Seventies. "The

overnment must look at
rarian reform.”

Now that large swathes of
rural land have been redis-
tributed to millions of peas-
ants, he believes that further
changes could enhance eco-
nomic yields from scattered
plots. He has called on the
state’'s authorities to support
measures to encourage the set-
ting up of co-operatives and re-

lated agro-industries.
Looking back on the
achievements so far, Ban-

dopadhyaya feels that, given
the right factors, land reform is
feasible anywhere.

"It was a combination of po-
litical will, bureaucratic effort
and popular participation that
ushered in reform in West Ben-
gal." he says.

He recalls the peasants —
some of them poor sharecrop-
pers, often bullied by landlords
— who helped to spearhead the
movement under the slogan:
"Land to the tiller.”

These were people such as
Haradhan Murmu, who had
long tilled another man's land.
When officials began setting up
camps across the state to pro-
mote reform, they found few
farmers ready to speak up for

their rights.

Garfield ®

Bandopadhyaya first en-
countered Murmu at one of the
early camps in Hoogly, near
Calcutta. The poor peasant
stepped forward to point out
that the officials were ¢onduct-
ing ‘fheir survey from a’'land-
ford's'house. R A

"He told us that instead of
waiting for the people to come
to us we should go to the fields —
to the people.” says the former
commissioner. So they moved
on his advice, and received a
much better response.

Land reform was conducted
in two phases. The first was
initiated by the United Front
coalition government between
1967 and 1970, and was led by
one of the coalition partners,
the Communist party of India-
Marxist. The then Land Reform
Minister, Hare Krishna Konar,
was himself a fiery peasant
leader from the CPI-M.

Although the party calls it-
self communist, many Indian
analysts liken it to European
social democratic parties. The
land reforms in West Bengal
and a second Indian state, Ker-
ala, were probably the most
radical acts by CPI-M-led gov-
ernments.

In the first phase of reforms
in West Bengal, a million acres
of land were seized and redis-
tributed among two million
peasant families. The govern-
ment set a celling on the
amount of land a person could
own, and sent officials around
the villages, asking peasants to
identify surplus areas to be re-
distributed.

“We followed the dictum that
the villagers know best.," says
Biplab Dasgupta, an agriculture
economist and West Bengal MP.
“There were some excesses, but
in most cases, we got an accu-
rate picture.”

They assured the locals that
the moves were all legally
sound under Indian law. Some
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court cases followed, but the
peasants' claims were mostly
upheld.

Bandopadhyaya recalls:
"[Minister] Konar had taught

me an important thing == the

fanner is a conservative man.
He won't come forward to'take
land until he is convinced that
he is not doing anything ille-
gal.”

Reform ground to a halt in
1970 when the United Front
government fell. Opponents of
the changes sought to take back
some of the redistributed land —
sparking local clashes. Opposi-
tion to reform also came from
the central government, which
for many years delayed ap-
proval of state legislation.

In 1977, however, reform
was back on track when a left-
wing coalition won power again
in West Bengal.

In the second phase, the gov-
ernment sought to give proper
tenancy agreements to share-

croppers. so that they and their
children had rights to the land
they tilled and could not be
evicted at will by landlords or
have the bulk of their harvests
taken as rent — as had often
happened in the past.

A total of 1.6 million fami-
lies were assured tenancy
rights.

‘With land monopoly gone,
others' energies were un-
leashed," says Dasgupta, point-
ing out that the two phases
spread earnings anmnlg previ-
ously poor farming families
across the state.

Agricultural production
quickly grew from an annual
rise of less than one per cent in
the late Seventies to more than
six per cent by the mid-Eighties
— a rate still being maintained
today, compared with a na-
tional average of 3.9 per cent.

Economic prosperity has
also brought political empow-

 rale.

erment, with many peasants
now standing in regular village-
level elections to defend the
gains of the reforms.

Meanwhile, thousands of
landlords received compensa-
tion tor their losses, though, at
well -below the going market
any turned, to farming
on -thein remaining plots, in-
vesting in machinery and in-
tensive methods, and prosper-
ing as a result.

Some analysts now see land
reform as underpinning a range
of economic and social
achievements both in West Ben-
gal and in the southern state of
Kerala, where great strides have
been made in education, health
and women's empowerment.

Can the Indian experience be
replicated elsewhere?

"India did not have the
problems that Africa has faced,
where the richest land had been
taken over by the colonial
rulers,” says Dasgupta. Barring
some British-held tea and cof-
fee plantations, the land re-
mained with the people.

However, Bandopadhyaya
maintains that the move can be
a success elsewhere, provided
farmers receive encouragement
and support from the authori-
ties and the banking system.

Whether West Bengal is now
on course to take the revolution
to a third stage remains un-
clear. While Bandopadhyaya —
now retired but assisting in the
social sector — is calling for fur-
ther advances, Dasgupta main-

taius that the government is
still consohidanng the existing
reforimns.

Whatever happens next, the
former commissioner is con-
vinced that the face of rural
Bengal has been changed for the
better. "There is now a sense of
dignity and respect,” he says.
"Our peasants know that they
cannot be evicted from their
land any more.”

— GEMINI NEWS

by Jim Davis
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Pardon Me, Your Gene is Showing!

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

In the first draft of the Declaration of Independence, which Jefferson wrote, he wanted to free the
slaves. Under pressure from the Southerners, Jefferson withdrew the passage. Declaring that “some
truths are self-evident.” Jefferson defined the American creed as “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” Jefferson’s immortal declarations are etched on the walls of the Jefferson
Memorial in Washington, DC.

VI"‘IHE President of the United
States Is having an aflalr
with a young woman who
works for him. Newspapers
publish rumours of their
romance, which the President
denies. Members of the
Congress call for the
President's resignation. A
scandal engulfs the White House
and the nation.

Sounds familiar? However,
the President In question is not
William Jefferson Clintpg. It is
Thomas Jefferson, the 3 Pres-
ident of the United States (1801 -
1809). (Jefferson could easily
have been elected to a third
term. But he followed the na-
tion's founder George Washing-
ton's example In stepping down
after two terms.) President
Thomas Jefferson was ru-
moured to have had a 38-year
relationship with Sally Hem-
ings, a beautiful, light-skinned
woman who was both his slave
and his deceased wife's half-sis-
ter. Lucklily for Jefferson, the
purchase of Louislana for the
United States in 1803 during
his Presidency diverted people's
attention away from the scan-
dal.

Over the last two centuries,
Jefferson-Hemings relation-
ship has been a hot topic of gos-
sip, discussion and controversy
;mmnf historians. There were
speculation, without proof, that

they were lovers, and that Jef-
ferson fathered Hemings's six
children. Some of the children
were llly white and blonde.
Nevertheless, when one of the
children claimed to be Jeffer-
son's son in the 1860s, he was
roundly ridiculed.

A DNA analysis published
in the prestigious British scien-
tific journal Nature in 1998 in-
dicated a perfect match between
Jefferson's Y chromosome and
that of a male descendant of
Hemings's youngest son, Eston.
Researchers concluded that in
all probability Eston’s father
was Jefferson himself. Thomas
Jefferson's other descendants
accepted the findings and their
new relatives, and gathered for
a reunion in 1998 at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Char-
lottesville, which Thomas Jef-
ferson had founded.

Although it was acceptable
for a white master to rape the
slave girls he owned, tender and
consensual love between the
master and the slave was un-
thinkable. Jefferson did not go
to the slave quarter to rape
Sally repeatedly. Indications
are that Jefferson and Hemings
were In love.

History supports this view,
Although Jefferson never ac-
knowledged Sally publicly, he
had her educated as thoroughly

as her won daughters. They
wrote love letters over decades.
And Jefferson freed Hemings's
children when he was destitute -
although he sold all other
slaves. Historians belleve that
this was further evidence that
the children were his. Hemings
remained devoted to Jefferson
even after his death (n 1826.
Until her own death ten years
later, Sally tended Jefferson’s
grave every day.

An extraordinarily learned
man both in the bhumanities
and In the sciences, Thomas
Jefferson was nevertheless a
bundle of contradictions. On
one hand he believed that the
whites were physically prettier
and mentally superior to the
blacks, on the other he wanted
to abolish slavery as unjust. In
the first draft of the Declara-
tion of Independence, which
Jefferson wrote, he wanted to
free the slaves. Under pressure
from the Southermers, Jefferson
withdrew the passage.
Declaring that “some truths are
self-evident.” Jefferson defined
the American creed as “life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.” Jefferson's immortal
declarations are etched on the
wialls of the Jefferson Memorial
in Washington, DC. He is one of
the three US Presidents to have
a Memorial/Monument named
alter him Iin the nation's capi-

tal. The other two are Abraham
Lincoln and George Washing-
ton.

It has to be said In all falr-
ness that Jeflerson had a job
and reputation to protect, Inter-
raclal love was a taboo during
his time. Things are not too
much better today. Race re-
mains an explosive issue In
America. Nobody likes to talk
about (t, but it hibernates just
below the surface. Sometimes,
as in the Rodney King beating
(1991), the O. J. Simpson mur-
der case (1994) and the killing
of three unarmed black men by
white police officers in New
York city over the past year. it
explodes into public conscious-
ness. More about that at a later
date.

Yet, Thomas Jefferson, the
American icon did not practice
what he preached. He owned
slaves, and at a time of finan-
cial crisis, rather than freeing
them, had them sold. Poor -J«ﬁ
ferson! As far as Sally Hemings
was concerned, he thought he
had taken his secret to his
grave. Those men and women
sowing their wild oats every-
where should be wary of Jeffer-
son s fate. Whatever these men
and women may be doing se-
cretly. hundreds of years frowm
now. new technology may di-
vulge what they have been up to!

DISADVANTAGED WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Assessing Their Needs in Urban Areas

by Dr Rudaba Khondker

OCIALLY Disadvantaged
People’'s Programme of

Concern Bangladesh, an

Ireland based International

NGO organised a dissemination

seminar recently in Dhaka on
'Need Assessment Survey of the
Disadvantaged Women and
Children in the Urban areas of
Bangladesh." The survey was
conducted by Research Evalua-
tion Associates for Develop-
ment (READ) to have an insight
into the conditions of sex work-
ers, street children and persons
with disabilities in eight urban
areas of the country.

Socially Disadvantaged
People's Programme (SDPP) ol
Concern Bangladesh started in
1975 through responding to the
needs of the residents of seven
vagrant homes of the country.
The vagrant homes are gov-
ernment institutions and run
by the Department Social Ser-
vices.

It has been found that most
of the residents who are brought
and kept in the \.'agrant homes
are sex workers and street chil-
dren. For many years Concern
has been supporting these cen-
tres and the supports were
mainly in the form of prmﬁdin%
health, nutrition, hygiene anc
structural upgradation of the
vagrant homes. Over the years,
through working in this area,
Concern has realised that the
residents who live in these
homes belong to a much bigger
community who operate outside
the vagrant homes. And any
Intervention planned targeting
the needs of this group would
remain incomplete if the needs
of this bigger community out-
side the centres were not ad-
dressed.

With this realisation, SDPP
started its new dimension of
work since early 1999. Here the
wider objective is to contribute
to the process of bringing posi-
tive changes in the lives of the
disadvantaged section of people,
especially the children and
wornen, who live either in insti-
tutional care or in the
marginalised social situation
in Bangladesh. The programme
aims at bringing positive
change in the laws, policies,
systems and services for pro-
tection and promotion of hu-
man rights for this group.

The whole area of working
with sex workers and other
marginalised section of people
Is nﬁnlln,*ly new in the country.
Moreover, Concern
Bangladesh's experience of
working with sex workers and
loating children is limited. In
order to have an in depth
kKnowledge about the target pop-
ulation, extent and types of ma-
jor problems they face, facili-
ties they avail, the NGO decided
to conduct this study to identify
the strategies and areas of In-
tervention for these groups.

Critical Findings
Surprisingly. almost none of
the sex workers (brothel or

floating) claimed any place
within Sylhet Division as their
place of birth, Most of them are
from regions abounding with
lure that of a modern city, like
Dhaka, Chittagong and Khulna
in that order. Districts under
Rajshahi and Barisal divisions
have also been identified as the
place of birth by a large number
ol the disadvantaged popula-
tion. Although majority of the
population are originally from
the rural areas, but a compara-
ble proportion were also born
and living in the smaller urban
areas prior to their movement
fo cities and bigger district
lowns.

Apart from the brothel based
sex workers, the study has
identified 33 per cent of the
floating women primarily en-
F.ﬂilvrl in sex work as a means of
ivelihood. The estimated num-
ber of such floating sex workers
according to the study would
range from 83,000 conserva-

tively, according to estimates of

qualitative study (16%), to
171,000, according to estimates
of quantitative survey (30%).
The lower estimate of the study
compares with that of a study
conducted by CARE (75,000) and
VHSS (100,000).

Among the 'Disadvantaged
Women' the Brothel Sex Work-
ers (BSW) are observed to be the
youngest (mean age 25 years),
followed by the Floating
Women Sex Workers (FWSW:

not, show a marginal difference
(Tk 20-25). Analysis of the sav-
ings by sample groups reveal in-
leresting trends: savings of the
children is proportionately the
highest among all the sample
groups combined. They save
about one fourth of their in-
come even though they earn
much less, it is only because
their motivations to support
their families and also to save
for their future is possibly in-
tense, as many of the children

person physically (disability)
Social factors included: tor-
tures by husbands and other
lamily members; tortures
(including rape in some cases)
by miscreants at the commu-
nity level: deceptions regarding
property by relatives, neigh-
bours and influential; decep-
tion by lovers and agents
(dalals); remarriage of hus-

band /wife: pressure of dowry
and infertility including birth

onomic

Efforts to bring sex workers out of prostitution have always failed in Bangladesh. The
usually conservative society offers an inherent resistance against the rehabilitation of

to daughters only. Ec

lhq ‘fallen women." Even their families don't accept them. As a result those who fried to
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the alternative jobs that are available for rehabilitated sex workers pay much less

than prostitution. "We need security and good jobs,"” said sex worker Scelina, who
lras been sent to her family at Jhimkhana sium in Narayangan)

Jrom the Kashempur Rehabilitation Centre.

rs Association is gne of several hwman

What has happened to the 267 sex
workers who were picked by
police during a controversial raid
on Tanbazar brothel last vear?
Abmost all of them are back ro
prostitution after anthorities
Sfailed to keep them in state-run
rehabilitation centires.
According to social thinkers and
women rights activisis, raboos,
nusplaced moral values, relivious
constramnts, lack of sympathy,
sincerity and security work
against the sex workers. Families
don't welcome them for fear of
shame and social backlash. Sex
workers are considered
untouchables also because many
think they are unclean and
ﬂjfﬁ{'ﬁ.’d with sex-related diseases,
mncluding fatal AIDS.

change their lives, have been forced to return to prostitution.
lhe Bangiadesh Nawonal Women Lawye
rights groups that are trying to provide sex workers with decent jobs. In the past few
vears BNIWIELA rescued dozens of wonten from the country's brothels. But only one
percent of them could be returned 1o their families, says BNWILA.,

- Prof. Hamida Akhter Begum, who teaches Psychology and Clinical
Psychology at Dhaka University, said "The sex workers get mentally

sick by perpetrating commercial sex day after day. So, they need

counselling and psychological treatment."®

mean age 28 years), and the
Other Floating Women (FWO:
mean age 30 years), while the
Floating Disabled Women are
the oldest (FDW: mean age 34
years). The brothel sex workers
are not only comparatively
voung, they are also more liter-
ate, of whom 15 per cent went to
school, followed by FWSW
(119%). FWO (6%) and the least
literate are the FDW (3%).
Among the children both the
groups (FDCHs and OFCHs) are
of comparable age 13 to 14
years, but as regards literacy
rates there exists a wide gap
between the Disabled Street
Children and those other street
children (not disabled).

Floating Women Sex Work-
ers (FWSWs) earn the highest
median income of Tk, 121
daily, which s almost double
than that of the Brothel Sex
Workers (Tk. 70). However ({t
should be noted that majority
(all in Dhaka) of those identi-
fled In this study as Brothel Sex
Workers are no longer (since
last six months or more) resid-
ing in the brothels as they have
been recently evicted. This dis-
location might have affected
their dally income level. The
Other Floating Women and
Floating Disulﬁed Women do
not have any difference in their
daily average income (Tk 40).
Stmilarly, the daily average
earning of the children, frre-
spective of being disabled or

are also attending schools cur-
rently. Of the rest f.e., among
the women, the sex workers of
both categories are saving one
sixth of their income and they
also have a motivation, for they
are not certain about the conti-
nuity of their profession. Both
floating disabled and the other
floating women on average do
not save at all.

Acute poverty Influenced
universally in rendering a per-
son floating, but the degree of
influences somewhat differed
between economlic and social
factors by varying sample cate-
gories. Majority of the sex
workers, either from brothel or
from the street, were influenced
more by the social factors (BSW:
62% & FWSW: 51%) than eco-
nomic factors (BSW: 38% &
FWSW: 45%) prior to leaving
their place of residence and be-
came absorbed in thelr current
status, while majority of the
disabled and the other floating
women were rendered floating
more because of economic fac-
tors (FDW: 53% & FWO: 64%)
than soclal factors (FDW: 23%
& FWO: 27%). In case of the
children again economic fac-
tors were influencing predomi-
nantly with almost comparable
influences of social lactors.
Remaining per cent of the dis-
advantaged population are in-
fluenced by natural calamities
(River Erosion), which caused
damage to property and to the

factors included: temptation of
jobs. financial crisis’'acute
poverty/starvation, no land/no

property/no shelter/no in-
come/no job/no savings/no
support. Natural factors in-

clude: river erosion, destruction
of homestead and accidents.
Specific
Recommendations
Recommendations specily-
ing interventions have been
outlined to redress the
ricvances and alleviate sulfer-
ngs of the Disadvantaged
women and Children in order
to Dbring about gqualitative
changes in their lives. However
the policy level interventions
are not underscored assuming
that interventions on con-
sciousness raising, enhancing
knowledge and skills and pro-
viding basic necessities like
shelter, security, access to edu-
cation and health care are im-
mediate priorities. Policy level
interventions will emerge if the
interventions to change and
fimprove life of the disadvan-
taged population are addressed
and implemented effectively.
The recommendations for
interventions have been sug-
gested generally for all the
groups of sample population,
more specifically for the sex
workers,
The writer is Co-ordinator,
Socially Disadvantaged Peo-
ple's Programme (SDPP)




