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! Bangladesh Environmental

Journalists Association (BEJA) will hold a workshop on "Alr

Pollution in Dhaka City."

Minister for

Chief guest:

Environment and Forest Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury. Venue:
National Press Club. Time : 10.00 am,

ggemng

ceremony: The Bengal Gallery
will be opened. It will be a part of a multi-purpo

of Fine
se art and

cultural organisation 'Beug{lﬂ Shilpalaya'. Noted educationist

Dr Anisuzzaman will forma

y launch the 'Bengal Shilpalaya'.

Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House No 275/F, Road No 27 (old),

Dhanmondi. Time : 6 pm.

Roundtable discussion: A roundtable discussion

on 'Role of Press Council in
Protectin

Banglades
10.30 am.

Press Council.

DRU meeting: A meetin
nity (DRU

premises, 8/4-A Topkhana Road,

Dhaka Reporters

Upholding Press Freedom and
Individual Rights will be held. Or aniser:
enue: National Press Club. Time:

will be held. Venue: DRU
Segunbagicha. Time: 1.00 pm.

% of the executive committee of

Roundtable: khan Foundation will hold a pre-Paris

roundtable titled

"People's Perception of Foreign Ald in

Bangladesh". Chief guest : State Minister for Planning Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir. Venue: Democracy auditorium of the

Foundation.

Photography

exhibition: A week-long
ition titled "Australla-?nrtraﬁlng a Nation
hief Guest: State Minister for Youth,

ports and

Cultural Affairs Obaidul Quader. Venue: Shilpakala Academy.

Time : 5.00 pm.

N Nahar Samad Natg'a Padak

The Nurun Nahar Samad Natya Padak '9

ceremony. Chief uest:
Telecommunications

Samity auditorium, Bailey Road.

lohammad Nasim. Venue

will be given out at a
Post and
Mahila

Minister for

Time : 5.00 pm.
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Temperature may rise

Rain or thundershowers with

temporary gusty wind is likely

over the regions of Sylhet and weather may remain dry
elsewhere over the country during the next 12 hours till 6 pm

today, reports UNB.
Sligh
during the
Yesterday's high

t rise in day temperature is expected across the country
period. the Met Office said.
est temperature of 39.0 degree Celsius was

recorded at Jessore and the lowest 20.0 degree Celsius at Dina-

jpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.16 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.46 am.
Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/town Temperature in Humidity in
' Celsius Percentage
Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 345 24.8 70 65
Chittagong 32.0 23. 69 77
Rajshahi 38.3 24.7 73 36
Khulna 36.0 254 (5 -

Barisal 34.0 243 80 76
Sylhet 33.0 21.6 80 62
Cox's Bazar 325 24 .4 78 80

and THERE |

Medical Legal

Society of Bangladesh
By Staff Correspondent

Prof Dr AKM Samsul Islam
and Dr Mizanur Rahman have
been elected unopposed presi-

dent and general secretary of
Medical Legal Society of
Bangladesh respectively.

Motlub Ahmed and Profes-
sor Asraful Alam were elected
as vice president while TC Das

Mysterious death
of college teacher

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 3: A teacher
of Rajshahi Mohanagar College
reportedly committed suicide
this evening at her residence at
Sagarpara in the city. She was
identified as Anita Rani Roy,
wife of Bankim Chandra.

Family sources said that she
suddenly fells sick at about 7
pm. She was taken to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital where
she died after a few minutes,

Rajpara thana suspects it a
case of unnatural death. A UD
case was flled in this connec-
tion. The body was sent to
RMCH morgue for autopsy.

Obituary

Farah Ame-
na Rashid,
only daugh-
ter of a-
munur Ras-
hid, died on
March 29,
says a press
release.

She was
buried at Ba

nani Graveyard After Jumma
prayers on Friday.

Death anniversary

of Dr Abul

Quasem today

The 1st death
annilversa of
Dr (Capt) 1/'X:‘,hml
Quasem will be
observed to-
day, says a
press release.
A Khatme
Quran will be
held at Katal-
Boro Mas-
Jid under Panchlaish thana on
the occasion. A milad mahfil
will also be held after Asr

prayers at Panchlaish area at
the deceased's house.

as the treasurer of the associa-
tion.

Mohammed Nurul Islam was
elected as joint secretary while
Dr Mostyak Rahim as organis-
ing secretary of the association.

CrJ

Golam Tahabbur of AFP and
MD Mozammel Huq of UNB
have been made acting con-
venor and member secretary of
the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ), reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of CPJ at the National
Press Club yesterday with its

-convenor Ataus Samad in the

chair.

Saleem Samad was made co-
ordinator of the committee.

The meeting also recalled
the contribution of late Hassan
Sayeed, who was a founder
member of CPJ, said a press re-
lease.

Hearing of Rubel
Murder Case
today

By Court Correspondent

Hearing of the Rubel Murder
case will be held today.

It was scheduled for yester-
day but could not be held since
the metropolitan sessfons judge
trymE the case was on leave.

Shamim Reza Rubel, 24, a
BBA student of Independent
University, was picked up by a
team of Detective Branch of Po-
lice from near his residence on
July 23, 1998 and was subse-
quently tortured to death In
custody the same day.

ASEAN environment

ministers meet

in Brunei today

SINGAPORE, Apr 3: Envi-
ronment ministers from the
Association of Southeast Aslan
Nations will meet in Bruneil on
Tuesday to discuss the problem
of forest fires and resulting
smoke haze that are a recurring
problem in the region, officials
sald Monday, reports AP,

Delegates at the one-day
meeting "will review the forest
fire and haze situation in the
region and discuss measures to
tackle the problem.”

Qulkhwani

The qu”(h-
wani of
renowned
artist AKM
Abdur Rouf,
calligrapher
of the Const|-
tution of the
People's Re-
public of
Bangladesh,
former Curator of the
Bangladesh Film Archive, and
former Director of Department
of Films and Publication (DFP)
will be held today after Asr
prayers at House no-290, Lane-
4, DOHS (Baridhara), says a
press release.

Rouf died Saturday after-
noon at the age of 66 at ICDDR.B
in the city.

The namaz-e-janaza of Ahram Kh

fh

§ L R

aer Bisal,youngest son of busin

Mosque yesterday and (R) relatives crying over the dead body of Bishal.

A nine-memer delegation from the Institute for Study and Development of Legal System (ISDLS), San Francisco,
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essman AbulKhaer Litu, was held at Gulshan Azad

— Star photo

USA called on Barrister Mainul Hosein, newly elected President of Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar Association at

Ittefaq Bhaban yesterday.

US District Court for the Northern District of Cali
Circuit, Sr Circuit Judge, Chief Judge Meritus, Stephen A Mayo, Executive
Development of Legal Systems, Jeff Banchero, Attorney (Civil Litigation),
Goodin, MacBride, Squeri, Ritchie & Day, Justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani,

The team includes, Judge A. Wallace Tashima, US Court of Appeals, Judge Jeremy Fogel,
fornia, Judge J Clifford Wallace US Court of Appeals, Ninth
Director, Institute for the Study and
Robert A. Goodin, Founding Partner,
Lahore High Court, Ijaz Qutab,

Additional Registrar of Lahore High Court. John Kincannon, Director, USIS was also present during the discussion.

WB: Elimination of corruption

From Page |

they will gain popularity by
confronting corruption
straightforwardly can not only
show themselves responsive to
deepening dissatisfaction, they
can also enlist respected non-
governmental organisations
and independent media in a
measured search for feasible so-
lutions”, it said.

“What is needed is not a par-
tisan witch-hunt, but a na-
tional debate that succeeds in
identifying the most ubiquitous
and damaging forms of corrup-
tion and the actions that can
reduce the magnitude of the
problem”, the WB observed. .

Political parties in
Bangladesh tend to be ‘leader
centered,” relatively undemo-
cratic in their organisation and
functions and heavily depen-
dent on the self-interested fi-
nancial support of major busi-
ness houses and large labour
unions, the WB said.

“Both expect their contribu-
tions to be repaid either in the
form of policy favours or con-
tracts. As labour union mem-
bers exact tolls in the transport
sector, for example, various
student unions and youth
fronts linked to the parties also
collect extensive tolls from
business houses, retail shops,
and public works activities on
campus and off.”

Not only are spending ceil-
ings routinely ignored in elec-
tions, many observers allege
that parties violate the Election
Commission’'s code of conduct
by funding local development
projects and indirectly buying
votes from touts who promise to
deliver their followers.

Such invisible payments ap-
pear to absorb 60-70 per cent of
election expenses, the report
said.

As for law enforcement, the
report said the public at large
has grown fearful and suspi-
cious of police, seeing them as
predators, not protectors. Poor
career prospects and below-
subsistence salary levels Induce
many police officials to become
corrupt.

Regarding business transac-
tions and corruption, the report
said the business community in
Bangladesh confronts numer-
ous costly government-imposed
rules and obstacles that en-
courage corruption. Low-level
officials can extort payoffs
from businesses because the
rules are opaque and give them
significant discretion. As a re-
sult, even regulations with
valid justification are circum-
vented and the system discour-
ages Investment.

With officlal procurement
amounting to about USS 3 bil-
lion per year and bribes to win
such contracts allegedly run-
ning to 10-15 per cent of their
value, the public treasury could
be losing between USS300 mil-
llon and $450 million a year,
the WB estimated.

It suggested that reducing the
role of government in the econ-

omy would shrink opportuni-
ties for bribes,

The WB said that the gov-
ernment should ensure that the
banks are Insulated from polit-
ical Interference, particularly
in the appointment of man-
agement and boards of NCBs.

“Corruption that involves
large-scale contracts, award of
concessions, and operation and
privatisation of public flrms
rob Bangladesh of hundreds of
millions of dollars annually.
Extensive corruption, political
influence and pressure from
trade unions reportedly operate
within various organisations.
Officials at all levels are
tempted to take advantage of
weak Institutional capacity to
collude with private sector bid-
ders and contractors, amassing
vast illegal incomes in the bar-

gain.”

“Other areas of “grand” cor-
ruption that now appear to be
particularly important in
Bangladesh are awarding con-
cessions to develop the coun-
try’s natural gas resources. con-
tracts to produce electric power
and large-scale contracts par-
ticularly for military hard-
ware,

Major business firms fund
political parties on a large
scale, mainly in the expectation
of influencing policy decisions
in their favour or getting large
contracts. Non-transparent and
non-accountable governance
allows political leaders to sell
favour to private parties and
enables kickbacks from con-
tracts that feed back into party
coffers, creating a vicious cycle
of insider deals, the World Bank
said.

Recognising that either of
the two main parties could
come to power, most large busi-
ness houses hedge against fu-
ture sanctions by contributing
to both the ruling party and the
opposition.

Obuchi
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nosis became more clear.

"Since he is in a coma, it Is
impossible for the prime minis-
ter himself to make his own de-
cision (about his resignation),”
Aoki sald. "His condition re-
quires extreme vigilance."

Newspapers were already
speculating on who might suc-
ceed Obuchi, as Aoki was seen
more as a stopgap replacement.
Two politicians named were
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono
and Liberal Democratic Party

Secretary-General Yoshiro
Morl.
Security was tight around

the hospital where Obuchi was
being treated. Police had cor-

doned off the area, and no one
was being let in. Doctors refused
to comment on the prime min-
ister's condition.

B e R i
TOKYO, Apr 3: Japan's cabinet
will resign tomorrow to pave
the way for new leadership
elections in parliament as
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
lies in a coma in hospital.
Yoshiro Mori, the number-two
figure in the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), was
hotly favoured to succeed
Obuchi with backing from all
major LDP factions, AFP said
quoting Jiji Press and Kyodo
news agencies.

Officials stressed after an
emergency Cabinet meeting
that Obucht's illness would not
bring any change in policy.
Obuchi's ruling party continues
to be firmly in control.

Taichi Sakalya, head of
Japan's Economic Planning
Agency, sald economic policies
remained solid.

“It i1s not possible that
(Obuchi's illness) will have an
impact on economlic policies,”
he said,

But concerns were ralsed
that Obuchl's absence could
hinder Japan's ability to host
the G-8 summit of the world's
leading industrialized countries
this summer. It could also
intensify jockeying for power
ahead of parliamentary elec-
tions, which must be held be-
fore October,

Along with the shock of
Obuchi's sudden illness, many
Japanese were expressing anger
at the government's failure to
disclose the crisis sooner,

Obuchli's {liness was not an-
nounced until 22 hours after he
was admitted to the hospital,
Aokl's Initlal announcement
Sunday night lasted only four
minutes, and he refused to pro-
vide detalls on what had hap-
pened to Obuchl.

Criticising the judiciary, the
WB said several decades of ne-
glect has crippled the legal and
judicial system in Bangladesh.
Among the factors responsible
for lack of transparency and
accountability in the judicial
system is an antiquated and
rudimentary administrative
structure that undermines the
ability of the judicial branch to
manage and plan its affairs. It
is difficult to uphold the exist-
ing code of conduct for judges
when salaries range from about
$100 per month for an Assis-
tant Judge to S 400 per month
for the Chief Justice of
Bangladesh.

Indecisiveness on the part of
the political leadership, politi-
cisation of the civil service
through introduction of
‘political cadres,” pervasive
corruption and nepotism
among civil servants, and the
silence of civil society on this
score can all be faulted, the
Bank observed.

Lower-level civil servants,
afraid of change and fearful of
loosing their jobs, have been
taught by their political leaders
that strikes and agitation reap
rewards and have used the tactic
very effectively to frighten
various governmernts into inac-
tion.

Haji Selim
From Page 1
womern.

Referring to a resolution he
moved in the House on the issue
earlier, the ruling party law-
maker claimed that he then
enjoyed support of other mem-
bers. “l withdrew my resolution
following assurance from the
then health minister.”

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim termed the issue a very
important one but re%retted
that the hospitals are short of
female doctors to conduct the
job. Women are not interested
in working in the morgue be-
cause the task is very difficult
and complicated. But the gov-
ernment is ready to appoint fe-
male dome (attendant) if they
are available.”

“*Autopsy on female bodies
by female doctors are not al-
ways possible as there is an in-
adequate number of female doc-
tors at forensic departments at
the hospitals,” the minister
sald.

The government is trying to
train up more women doctors
on forensic to send them at dis-
trict hospitals.

But the minister's reply
could not satisfy the Awami
League MP who sald women are
avallable to work at the
morgue. He then wanted to
know if the government would
appoint female doctors and fe-
male domes by 2001.

“I can’t guarantee. But I will
publish advertisement in news-
papers seeking women domes,”
the minister concluded.

Arms recovered
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 3: Khulna
thana police today recovered
five firearms and 51 rounds of
gun cartridges from near the
cattle market in between Roo-
sevelt jetty and Skid Ghat.

None was arrested in this
connection till writing of this

- report,

The recovered Illlegal
firearms are two home-made
guns, one foreign six-shooter,
one revolver and a pistol. OC of
Khulna thana recovered the
firearms and ammunition
which were later deposited to
‘malkhana’ of Khalishpur
thana,

Ctg: joint rally

From Page |
also brought out in the evening.

Preparations have been
made for arrival of opposition
supporters at the meeting from
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Cox's
Bazar and other areas, sources
in the parties said. They are ex-
pecting huge crowds from far
flung areas.

Unconfirmed reports said,
about Tk 10 lakh is being spent
for the public meeting.

A special squad of volun-
teers has been formed to ring
the dias during the rally to
check entry of any unwanted

rson, the sources said.

Ershad arrived here this
evening from Dhaka by road
while Khaleda Zia, Golam
Azam and Moulana Azizul Hoq
will arrive by Biman flights
tomorrow. They are expected to
return to the capital the same
day, the sources said.

The public meeting will be
started at 2 pm.

BSS adds from Chittagong:
Tomorrow's joint meeting will
be first occasion for the four
opposition leaders to appear on
one platform outside the capi-
tal.

Earlier, the four leaders ad-
dressed a joint public meeting
at Paltan Maidan in Dhaka on
February 13 last for the first
time to boost the BNP-led oppo-
sition movement against the
government.

President of city BNP and
convenor of the All-Party Ac-
tion Committee Meer Nasir
along with other members of
the committee is busy giving fi-
nal touches to the preparations
for peacefully holding the joint
public meeting. The committee
met a number of times to review
the preparations.

At the meeting, Begum Zia
may announce a countrywide
dawn-to-dusk hartal on April 6
or 9 to press the opposition de-
mand for resignation of the
government and hand-over of
power to a caretaker adminis-
tration to pave way for general
elections, Alllance sources said.

She is also scheduled to an-
nounce programmes for joint
public nmetin%s at Sylhet,
Khulna, Rajshahi and Barisal.
the sources said.

US-Pak ties

From Page |

opinion would be against a pro-
posed bid by Sharif's wife,
Khulsoom, to enter politics to
protest military oppression.

"Talk to anybody in the
streets of Pakistan and you will
see how wrong she is.,” Mushar-
raf said. |

"They have looted and plun-
dered Pakistan's wealth, they
are living in obscene opulence,”
he said. "We have heard about
President Marcos of the
Philippines, but this family
puts them to shame.”

In their talks, Chuan told
Musharraf that Pakistan
should return to democratic
rule as soon as possible, sald
Akapol Sorasuchart, the Thai
government spokesman.

It was a message he has
heard throughout his trip,
which also took him to
Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore
and Brunel. Musharraf appears
to have come away with little
else than lectures on democ-
racy. justice and diplomacy.

Another report says,
Musharraf today pledged to
hold general elections to restore
democracy in his country after
first holding local elections in
July 2001, a Thal government
spokesman sald.

The spokesman sald that
Musharraf told the Thal PM the
military government would
hold local elections between
December 2000 and July 2001
and schedule general elections
some time after that, He gave no
specifics.

From Page 1

that the moral standards of a
section of judges leave much to
be desired. The issue of corrup-
tion in the lower judiciary is
now a genuine public concern.
Several retired judges of our
Supreme Court have expressed
this concern. Does the PSA ad-
dress that? No. So without ad-
dressing the real reasons why
criminals are not being brought
to book, a whole new law has
been introduced which opens up
many new avenues for abuse
and corruption.

The most important objec-
tion that the public had to the
PSA was the potential for its
abuse. Everybody arrested un-
der this law will have to be In
jall for the duration of the trail.
The fundamental principal of
our law s that a person Is Inno-
cent till a court finds him or her
gullty. That Is precisely why
provision exists for ball so that
a person ultimately found Inno-
cent Is not held in jall during
the period of trial. But under
PSA, where no one can get bail
durm& the trial, a person is as-
sumed to be gulilty before a judge
finds him so. Police arrest is
enough to ensure him to be in
jail for 75 to 120 days. What
about the person who Is found
NOT GUILTY at the end of the
trial? He or she will have al-
ready suffered a jail term being
totally innocent.

When we raised the above ob-
jection the government an-
swered by saying that a provi-
sion exists in the PSA for pun-
ishment of a police officer if it
is proven that an innocent per-
son was deliberately implicated
in the case. This the govern-
ment said would guarantee that
no Investigating officer or

agency would abuse the law.
This, the government sald, was
the major check against abuse.
This check has now
amendments that have been
proposed last Sunday this pro-
vision has been withdrawn.

from the police themselves.
They gave clear signals to the
government that if the PSA
punishes the police for its
wrong implementation then no
police will enforce it, and as
such this law will remain only
in the statue books and will be
of no avail to the government.
To appease the police the gov-
ernment has withdrawn this
particular provision. The result
is that the ONLY check that ex-
isted against the abuse of the
PSA has now been removed
making it more dangerous to
the public than it was before
The Law Minister said that

member of the law enforcement

one. In the

WHY? Obviously under pressure

The Daily Star 11

PM please rethink

the amendments have been
brought to !)ttasc the President,
as it was he who Insisted on
amending the PSA when he put
his signature to it. The truth is
that the President never asked
for the deletion of the above
provision. He only asked for the
inclusion of the provision of
granting ball in the appeal stage
of the trail. So why the most
important check against abuse
of the PSA been removed?

If the PSA was unacceptable
before, with the withdrawal of
the aforementioned provision
it has become far more unac-
ceptable. We request the Prime
Minister to please, please re-ex-
amine the whole rationale for
this law. Please look back and
see how effective the BNP pro-
mulgated anti-terrorism law
was, and how the public image
of that party suffered because of
it.

There {s no way you can pre-
vent the abuse of PSA. Your own
(nitiated study on the situation
of Students League (BCL) at the
district level showed that local
AL leaders use BCL as their
lathfal bahini (armed gangs). In
many areas factionalism Is
wife and often lead to armed
clahses. If your party factions
can indulge in open gun-fight in
spite your strictures, then can't
they abuse the PSA in spite of
your best intentions ? If you add
party factionism to police cor-
ruption and local politics then
you have a lethal mixture
which, with PSA's strict provi-
slons, can make citizens life
hell. Please kindly reflect seri-
ously on what we are saying.

Present situation calls upon
you to show us the courage of
the second type. In a lesser in-
stance you did set an example of
such murage when you accepted
public verdict about the NAM
Conference site and shifted it.
Your prestige did not go down
because you bowed to public
opinion. In fact it went up.
Those who will tell you that if
you move back from goin
through with the PSA you wil
appear weak, Indecisive and
easily influenced by public re-
action know NOTHING about
the power of being HUMBLE.
This moral trait has more
power than the combined force
of millions of sycophants who
only know how to stroke a fire
and nothing about extinguish-
ing them. Some of the biggest
victories of some of the greatest
leaders came when they
changed their course of action
realising that a mistake has
been committed. This law will
do more harm than good.
Change it now that you have the
chance.

Ctg: BMA

Dr Shahadat and Dr Jamil and
supported by right leaning po-
 litical parties, which swept the
election, threatened to launch a
movement if the locked rooms
were not opened immediately.
Addressing a press conier-
ence at Chittagong Press Club
this afternoon, Dr Khurshid
Jamil, who was elected General
Secretary of the BMA unit here
this time alleged that candi-
dates of their rival panel ht"lll!,]i
defeated in the polls unleashe«
violence on the CMCH campus.
He refuted the allegation of
rigging in the election raised by

Dr Siraj, saying it was baseless.
Dr Jamil claimed that the
polls were fair and held in a
healthy atmosphere.
He said some doctors were
staying away from hospital
duty fearing attack by rivals.

Badhan
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bail E

Fazlul llag Russell. the
prime suspect of the assault
case, is a second year student of
Botanical Science at the Dhaka
University and a leader of
Bangladesh Chhatra League,
ruling party's student wing. He
was arrested from a bus stand at
Sherpur in Bogra district and
later brought to the capital.

Khan Mesbahul Alam Tutul,
a third year student of Statistics
at Dhaka University and a BCL
leader of Shahidullah Hall, is
another suspect in the case. He
was arrested from room no 806
of the same hall.

Both Russell and Tutul were
later expelled from the univer-
sity.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the investigating officer of the
case said that he has collected
the necessary information. He
was waiting to talk to the three
photojournalists who took pho-
tographs of the victim and the
culprits from a close range, the
official added.

The victim filed a case with
Ramna police station. But the
Detective Branch took up the
case later.

Future of 1JO
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were welcome

The sources said that even il
the 15 EU members of the 25-
member 1JO stay away from the
April 6-7 meeting. it will be able
to take decisions about the fu-
ture of the organisations. At-
tendance of one third members
is required to take decisions,
they said.

[JO members account for
nearly 90 per cent of exports
and 40 per cent of imports of
jute In international trade, ac-
cording to UNCTAD.,

Launched in 1984, [JO is run
by its members' contributions
amounting to about one million
US dollars annually. EU mem-
bers contribute about 30 per
cent of it.

In recent times, there has
been criticism that 1JO failed to
make jute competitive with
cheaper and more durable syn-
thetic materials. !

1JO Executive Director Henri
L Jason, based in Dhaka, told
The Daily Star last month that
if 1JO is not given a new lease of
life, all its actiyities over the

past 15 years would go in vain.

rival panel led by Dr Kaderi and

PM leaves
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renowned Randolph-Macon
Women's College

Hasina will be the second
head of government after for-
mer Philippines President
Corazon Aquino to receive the
award.

Besides, the Mayor of
Lynchburg City will present the
key of the City to the Prime
Minister during her sojourn
there

The Prime Minister's trip
would be another opportunity
to build on the favorable im-
pression that Americans have
about Bangladesh today against
the backdrop of President
Clinton's "successful” visit to
Dhaka on March 20.

Her meeting with US schol-
ars, students and members ol
the academia would enable her
to exchange views with poten-
tial and prospect ol Ban%ladesh
as well as her vision of a new
Bangladesh, the officials said.

Prime Minister Hasina 1is
also expected to inaugurate the
new Chancery building of
Bangladesh Embassy in Wash-
ington

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
PM's Principal Secretary Dr SA
Samad, Foreign Secretary
Shafi Sami and Press Secretary
Jawadul Karim are on the
delegation.

PM: conflict
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sidium member told The Daily
Star quoting Hasina.

The meeting unanimously
observed that the opposition
parties, espectally BNP, has al-
ready launched election cam-
paign. “So we cannot afford to
sit on intra-party problems,”
the PM told the meeting.

The AL chief formed a two-
member committee to hear the
leaders of the conflicting groups
in Sylhet.

The committee members, AL
General Secretary Zillur Rah-
man and Presidium member
Abdul Momin. would hear the
leaders including Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad Azad and
PM’'s parliamentary affairs
adviser Suranjit Sengupta . The
committee has been asked to
submit its report to the PM alter
her return from the US. Both
Samad Azad and Suranjit Sen-
gupta were present at the meet-
ing.

gThc Prime Minister also as-
signed some other leaders in-
cluding Abdur Razzak, Tofall
Ahmed and Abdul Jalil to visit
different districts, especially
those having weaker party
bases. to identify the potential
party candidates for the next
parliamentary polls.

She referred to media re-

rts about the conflicts among
ru?nal party leaders in a Rangpur
constituency ahead of a par-
llamentary by-elections and
asked the leaders to look into
those.

Sajeda Chowdhury will be
acting chief of the party during
the absence of Hasina.

Meanwhile, a senijor leader
of the Presidium said that the
party leaders would hold a
meeting ‘very soon’ to chalk out
country wide organisational
tours.




