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SSC exam results
likely by end
of next month
Star Report

The results of Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) exam-
inations under the five educa-
tion boards in the country are
likely to be published in the last
week of next month. -

Sources in Dhaka Board said
the authorities have decided to

ublish the results within 75 to
0 days after the examinations.

“If everything goes well, we
are confident that the results
would be published within the
stipulated period.” one source
said.

The SSC examinations un-
der Dhaka, Jessore, Comilla,
Chittagong and Rajshahi
boards began on March 2. Writ-
ten examinations ended on
March 15 and practical exami-
nations on March 31.

Despatch of answer scripts
to the examiners is now %nlng
on and will be completed
shortly, the source said.

More than 9.,00,000 thou-
sands appeared at the examnina-
tions.

Charge sheet in
Badhan assault

case next week

By Staff Correspondent

The Detective Branch of Po-
lice may submit the charge
sheet for the Badhan assault
case in the middle of next week.

Some unruly students sexu-
ally assaulted Badhan during
New Year's celebrations on De-
cember 31 at the TSC of Dhaka
University.

Five people are likely to be
chargesheeted in the case,
sources said. They are Chandan,
Russell, Tutul, Mamun and
Mokhter, sources said.

Chandan is still at large, but
Mamun and Mokhter, book
traders of Nilkhet who claimed
to have rescued the victim. were
detained and then released on
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4 rooms still locked
New é MA GS
refutes charges

of rigging

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 3: The
situation at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital still remained
tense as the four office rooms of
doctors locked allegedly by ri-
vals were not opened even to-
day, hospital sources said.

Editorial on page 4

The rooms were locked on
Saturday night while three doc-
tors were assaulted allegedly by
their rivals centreing the elec-
tion of BMA, Chittagong Unit,
held on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the panel led by

See page 11 col 7
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The World Bank (WB) has
said that If Bangladesh could
reduce corruption level to those
prevailing in countries with the
highest reputation for honest
dealing, it could add between 2.1
and 2.9 per cent to annual per
capita GDP growth.

This could lower the coun-
try's poverty by 25 percentage
points.

The draft report titled
"Corruption in Bangladesh,
Costs and Cures” is the donors'
official paper to be discussed at
the April 13-14 Paris meeting
with the government. Corrup-

Eliminti tio could
 add upto 2.9pc to GDP growth

By Inam Ahmed

tlon will be one of the burning
tD[l}IL"S to be discussed at the de-
velopment forum meeting this

year.

“The judgement that per
capita income in a corruption-
free Bangladesh could have
nearly doubled to USS 700 in-
stead of S 350 reflects the harm-
ful impact of bribery, kick-
backs and similar under-the-
table payments on Investment
levels and misallocated re-
sources,” the Bank said,

“The broad calculation also
suggests the distorting effect of
bribery and favouritism on

anermnent procurement, the
igher costs of transport due to
illegal tolls collected on the
highways, and the out-and-out
losses of customs fees or earn-
lnﬁ? from privatisation when
bribes change hands and gov-
ernment revenues drop accord-
ingly.”

The report also came down
heavily on the political parties
and their leaderships, judi-
clary, police and bureaucracy
for their actions which breed
corruption.

The WB termed the corrup-
tion in Bangladesh "unafford-
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able, unacceptable and treat-
able" and sald, "once the na-
tional will Is expressed In a
consensus that corruption must
be curbed, it can also be cured.”

As steps to do this, the Bank
suggested change in incentives
that foster corruption, trans-
parency and accountability in
official transactions and estab-
lishment of Independent over-
sight over Institutions and
their operations.

The essential first step is to
mobilise political  will.
“Leaders who understand that

See page 11 col 3

Security stepped up

Opposition holds
~ joint rally in
Ctg today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 3: Secu-
rity has been tightened in and
around the port city ahead of
tomorrow's joint public meet-
ing of the four-party Opposition
Alllance.

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia, Jatiya Party Chairman H
M Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islaml
Ameer Golam Azam and Islami
Oikkya Jote chief Moulana Az-
izul Haq will address the meet-
ing at the Outer Stadium

Six check-posts have been
set up at the entry points of the

city to search vehicles and to
avert any untoward incident
centering tomorrow's rally, po-
lice sources sald.

Besides, a large number of
police and BDR will be deployed
around the meeting venue,
which is near BNP city office,
sources sald.

Meanwhile, the port city to-
day witnessed a massive cam-
paigning by opposition activists
in support of tomorrow's rally.
A series of processions were

See page 11 col 6

Leaders, among many other
qualities, must have two types
of courage. One kind deals with
the capacity to do things that
are not only difficult but also
controversial and even unpopu-
lar. The other kind deals with
the capacity to realise that his
or her decision was a mistake
and to be able to change it be-
fore too much damage is done.

One comes from wisdom,
knowledge, farsightedness,
commitment and self-confi-

dence. The other comes from all
the above qualities, plus a deep
and genuine sense of humility
and the realisation that 'to err

is human'.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina has exhibited courage ol
the former type. We think that
the Ganges Water Treaty and
her «Chittagong Hill Tracts Ac-
cord were acts .of vision and
courage that challenged the
conventional wisdom and made
the intractable possible. She
knew she would be open to criti-
cism and that a deep contro-

By Mahfuz Anam

versy would engulf her govern-

ment. And yet she did not shy

away from taking steps that she

felt and knew to be moves in the

right direction.

Now time has come for her to
show her courage of the latter
type. We think that she should
re-think the PSA all over and
make a sincere and objective
assessment of what the country
and its people will gain and lose
by introducing this law. We
think this is a mistaken step,
and hope that Sheikh Hasina
will have the courage to change
her course of action.

Yesterday we ran a long arti-
cle (in our weekly law page)

showing that the existing penal
code covers most of the special

crimes - extortion, hijacking,
snatching, damage to property,
tender manipulation, obstruct-
ing traffic, etc - for which the
PSA has been introduced. We
have shown clause by clause
that with a minimum of
amendments to some existin
provisions of the penal code al

B s Nesanalysia, ol X
PM please rethink PSA,

. there 1s still time

the crime for which this new
law has been promulgated can
be dealt with. Therefore there is
NO NEED for PSA. Please exam-
ine carefully what we are say-
ing.

Procurement of easy bail
was one of the principal reasons
that the government gave for
promulgating this terrible law.
But the real reason for easy bail
- the failure of the police to file
a case properly thereby leaving
a judge no alternative but to
grant bail- has so far not been
addressed. There are piles of ev-
idence available to our lawyers
which prove over and over
again that our police suffer
from inadequate legal training
which results in their framing
cases in a manner  which is
weak, if not outright untenable,
forcing the judges to grant bail.
After all if cases are not framed
well then what can a presiding
judgf' do.

here were implications in
government pronouncements
See page 11 col 7

PM leaves for
C US today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves for the United
States this morning on a week-
long visit to address an august
assembly at Harvard and re-
ceive the prestigious Pearl S
Buck award, reports UNB.

Hasina earns the laurels for
her "visionary" leadership,
courage and achievements in
political, economic and hu-
manitarian fields.

During the visit, the prime
minister will speak on the sub-
ject "Leading a Country in
Transition: Challenges and op-
portunities” at the invitation of
President of the Harvard Uni-
versity Neil L Rudenstin in the
Forum of John F Kennedy
School of Government tomor-
row.

Over the past several years,
prominent individuals Ilike
former US Presidents George
Bush and Gerald Ford, former
Soviet President Mikhail Gor-
bachev, President Olusegun
Obasanja of Nigeria, Greek
President onstantin
Stephanopoulps and PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat have
lectured at the forum.

Officials sgid State Governor
of Virginia would declare April
8 "Sheikh Hasina Day" in the
State as a symbol of respect for
her when she would receive the
Pearl S Buck award from

See page 11 col 8
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l Keizo huchi

TOKYO, Apr 3: After keeping
the crisis from the public for
nearly a full day, a senior Cabi-
net minister said today that
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
was in a coma following a
stroke and he had taken over as
Japan's acting premier, reports
AP.

Obuchi, 62, required an arti-
ficial respirator today after be-
ing admitted at Tokyo's Jun-
tendo University Hospital the
day before, saild acting prime
minister Mikio Aokl

Aoki. who assumed the posi-

v

I,Ol*)uchi in coma, Aoki |
acting Japanese PM

tion of acting prime minister
this morning, sald Obuchi's
condition deteriorated shortly
after they met in the hospital
Sunday evening. Obuchi had
gone to the hospital after com-
plaining of fatigue.

Before falling into the coma,
Obuchi, whose wife is by his
side, was able to personally re-
quest Aoki assume leadership.
Aoki sald he would decide

whether to dissolve the Cabinet

— s0 that a new leader could be

installed — once Obuchi's prog-
See page 11 col 4

ABkid Aoki

Beat the heat
Traders are doing a brisk business in hand fans made from
palm trees thanks to the city’s temperamental power
supply. These two rickshawpullers would probably fancy a
break from the sweltering summer heat as they carry the

lot.

—Star photo by Sk. Enamul Haq

Haji Selim says
Autopsy of
female bodies
by male docs

unislamic

By Staff Correspondent

A ruling party MP pleaded in
the Jatiya Sangi{a;ui yesterday
that only female doctors and
morgue attendants carry out au-
topsy on womern.

Haji Mohammad Selim
raised the issue in parliament
for the second time as nothing
has been done to this end de-
spite assurance by the former
health minister.

Selim opposed male doctors
and attendants doing autopsy
on female bodies as the practice
goes against Islam.

According to Islam. said the
young Hajl, even the husband
cannot touch His wife's body
after her death. But under the
existing system, the male doc-
tors, attendants and others dis-
sect bodies of women who die an
unnatural death.

Provisions for showing re-
spect to corpse are there in all
religions, but Islamn made it
mandatory to do the last rites of
a dead with special respect,

Besides Islam, other reli-
glons also provide for carrying
out autopsy on a feinale body by

See page |11 col 5

2.5 bighas of land 'excluded

from recovery drive

The Public Works Depart-
ment and Dhaka City Corpora-
tion's demolition team has
“excluded” 2.5 bighas of land
beside Dhanmondi Lake from
its public land recovery drive.

They claim the land, which
is situated behind the WASA
pump house’'s concrete reser-
voir at the north-eastern cormer
of the Abahani playground, was
designated as a residence for
department employees.

WASA and department em-
ployees have occupied the land
for over 26 years and control
over 40 structures that resemble
a slum.

Sources said some of the men
have rented rooms to outsiders
and railsed cattle In this
"obscure” section of the posh
residential area.

An official inquiry report
prepared in October 1999 stated
that department employees,
with the help of "others” ille-

ally bullt 43 structures on the
5 biﬁ{lms of public land. The
official report suggested the
immediate removal of the
squatters in order to complete
the Dhanmond{ Lake develop-
ment project.

By Staff Correspondent

When contacted, a depart-
ment sub-assistant engineer
involved in the demolition
drive said the land recovery
drive around Dhanmondi Lake
was targeting land for a walk-
way.

‘The employees have given
up a space for the walkway, so
there should not be any prob-
lem,” said the engineer. He said
the plot in question used to be a
department work shed, but em-
ployees were living there now.

When asked why the same
group of employees have lived
on the public plot for so long,
the f:-n'gineer rr:lrlte:l, " it is not

their fault if they do not get
transferred elsewhere.”
According to VITTI Sthapati

Brindo Ltd, the designer of the
Dhanmondi Lake development
project, the plot in question
was designated for a sitting
plaza in the project's original
design.

M.D. Igbal Habib, an archi-
tect, said the plaza was an inte-
Frul part of the project. "We
1ave designed the sitting plaza
on this part of land to enhance
the visual aspect of the land-
scape from the Road-32 bridge.”

Other sources said officials
involved in the demolition
drive were taking advantage of
the official order that targets
“land to be recovered for com-
pletion of the walkway compo-
nent of the Dhanmondi Lake
development project.”

“In some cases, there are ra-
mours of alleged deals with
these officials and the en-
croachers under the cover of the
‘walkway component’, which
needs eight feet of space,” said
an official. “Some encroachers
have occupied several kathas of
land but the recovery is myste-
riously restricted to about eight
feet.”

Meanwhile, the demolition
team concentrated yesterday on
several illegal shops on Sat-
masjid Rﬂmlli which had nothing
to do with the Dhanmondi Lake
project. The department engi-
neer said they could only de-
molish three structures on
Road-32. Road-25 and Road-26
and recover public land

Project officials will visit
the recovered land today and
inspect the progress of the pro-
ject.

BANGKOK, Apr 3; Pakistan's
military leader General Pervez
Musharraf today warned that
Washington and Islamabad
were edging further apart on
dangerous issues, reports AFP.

In Thatland on the last leg of
a tour ol Southeast Asla,
Musharral said the United
States and Pakistan remained
deeply divided on key “Issues of
concern ... and tension” includ-
ing Kashmir., terrorism, nu-
clear weapons and Islamabad’s
relations with Afghanistan,

“I'm bothered about what
Pakistan's relationship with
the United States (s, the sub-
stance of that,” said Musharraf,
a week after President Bill Clin-
ton ended a tour of South Asia.

On his tour, Clinton spent
five days in India but only six
hours in Pakistan, a tradi-

¥ tlonal US ally and former ma-

jor reciplent of US aid, leading
some commentators to point to
a shift In Washington's South
Asla policy towards New Delhi.

While in Pakistan, Clinton
delivered an uncompromising
address on Pakistani television
after meeting Musharraf, call-
ing for a restoration of democ-
racy and stressing that Wash-
ington would not mediate in the
Kashmir dispute between Pak-
istan and India.

Musharral emerged as Pak-
IStan’s new leader after a mili-
tary coup in October,

(n Thatland, as he had done
throughout his tour, Musharraf
lambasted India, accusing 1t of
sabotaging attempts to improve
regional security.

Although %Hklutﬂn was
committed to a South Aslan re-
glonal sumumnit, “the |dea was
scuttled by India, and that's a

pity. It was a chance to have
some sort of dialogue.” Mushar-
raf sald,

"Whatever happens in India,
they find it convenient to blame
it on Pakistan.”

AP adds: Musharral said
that his regime "cannot accept
corrupt, inept politiclans that
have ruined the country” when
elections are eventually held to
restore democracy.

But otherwise, Musharraf
sald, the elections will be a
“level playing field" for all con-
tenders, including fundamen-
talist Islamic parties.

"All we are desiring Is that
olitics must be clean,"” said
usharraf.

Musharral refused to set a
time frame for general elec-
tlons, repeating his position
that local elections would begin
this December and the com-

5

US, Pakistan deeply divided
on key issues: Musharraf

pleted by July 2001. Provincial
and national elections would
follow.

"We have certain objectives
that we have identified to be
achleved before going in for a
total return for democracy,”
Musharral sald,

Musharraf sald he did not
fear that fundamentalist par-
ties might come to power,

"Pakistan is a very moderate
country,” Musharraf said, call-
ing perceptions that It was
headed for extremism “disin-
formation.”

Musharral sald the trial of
Shartf should be allowed to run
its course, but hinted that he
favoured leniency, saying sev-
eral times that he Is "not a vin-
dictive man.”

He accused the Sharil family
of corruption and sald public
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'89 accord not renewed

Future of IJO

looks bleak

By Mustak Hossain

The future of International
Jute Organisation (IJO) looks
bleak as its member countries
at their Geneva meeting last
week failed to renew the 1989
International Agreement on
Jute and Jute Products that
would have given it another
lease of life, sources said.

The talks falled as its Euro-
pean Unfon (EU) members of
staved away from the meeting,
saying that 1JO falled to pro-
mote trade on jute and jute
products.

The 1JO will automaticall
get ligquidated if the 98¢
agreement Is not renewed by
April 11.

The sources however sald the
IJO meeting has beep recon-

vened in Dhaka on April 6-7
that will try to set some “in-
struments for a successor
agreement” to give it another
lease of life.

This meeting is scheduled to
be followed by a meeting of the
International Jute Council (1JC)
in Dhaka on April 8-9 which
would take up WJO's policy mat-
ters and its funding. IJC is an
apex body which determines
policy of the 1JO.

The Geneva meeting, Reld
under the auspices of the UNC-
TAD adopted a resolution
which stopped short of refer-
ring to a "successor agreement”
but sajd proposals on a
“successor instrument” for JO
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PM asks partymen
Resolve conflicts
to effectively
face Opposition

Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has asked her col-
leagues on the Awaml League
Presidium to resolve all in-
ternecine conflicts to effec-
tively face the opposition par-
ties In the next general elec-
tions.

She however did not say
anything about the timing of
the polls.

The PM who heads the ruling
party gave the directive at a
meeting of itsl5-member Pre-
sidium held at the Ganabhaban
yesterday evening.

Hasina Is scheduled to leave
for the US this morning on a
two-week visit.

The AL chief told the Presid-
ilum members that the party
might have to face a combined
opposition in the next parlia-
mentary polls.So there was no
scope for the party leaders to sit
on the internecine conflicts
that surfaced in different party
units across the country, a Pre-
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Shafiullah’s
note & our

reply

Maj Gen (Rtd) K M Shafiul-
lah. MP, Chairman of the Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Defence, has sent a note
regarding a report published in
The Dally Star on April 2.

His note says. "1 strongly dif-
fer with the report especially
the way it has presented me. It
has not only misquoted me, but
also failed to reflect the spirit of
my position there. Contrarily, a
tinge of insolence was por-
trayed.

“"As Chief of Army Staff, |
was directly under Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man who was Defence Minister
as well as the President of the
country. Above all, he is the Fa-
ther of the Nation. How can one
even think of disrespecting
such personality?

"By virtue of my position as
Chief of Army Staif, 1 had ac-
cess to Bangabandhu to discuss
various aspects of our detfence. |
put many suggestions to im-
prove our defence force and ran
the army under his able guid-
ance i

"I feel sorry to mention that
my sentiments towards the Fa-
ther of the Nation has not been
reflected.”

Our Correspondent replies
Maj Gen (Rtd) Shafiullah was
one of the participants at a
Roundtable on * Defence Forces
and Defence Policy™ held in the
city on April 1. We have repro-
duced his utterances and those
of others as faithfully as possi-
ble. There was no deliberate
distortion.

The former Army chief has
not pointed out any specific er-
ror in the report or where he
was misquoted. His vague re-
marks and failure to point out
anything specific proves that
our report was accurate

Two brothers
strangled
1n City
By Staff Correspondent

Unidentified assailants
strangled two brothers at West
Monipur in Mirpur yesterday
evening.

The incident took place
when the mother of the boys—
Ariful Islam Noyon, 14, and
Nazmul Islam Raju, 11— went to
bathroom. The assailants
locked the door of the bathroom
from outside and killed the
boys at their residence at
West Monipur at about 7 p.m.

Sources said the mother,
Avesha, works with an NGO but
the reason behind the Kkilling
could not be known immedi-
ately.

Mirpur police said they
Knew tﬁnt two young boys were
killed and a lady was found un-
conscious in Monipur area

Senior police ofticials went
there but no further detail was
avaflable.

Rejoinder
Editor .of the Ajker Kagoj
Kazi Shahid has sent a rejoin-

der 1o a report.

It said:, The Dally Star report
dated 31.3.2000 has attracted
my attention. The report is not
accurate because I, Kazi Shahid
Ahmed, have no plot, building,
flat, rather have nothing on
Road No. 2/A of Dhanmondi. 1
have never erected any struc-
tures or commercial structures
on Road 2/A. 1 and Ajker Kagoj
did plant trees along the lake
for beautification. | have never
run a nursery business on Road
2/A at all. As I have no holding
on Road 2/A, PWD never noti-
fled me about anything whatso-
ever. However, 1 do live in House
50, Road 2/A.

The PWD & the DCC team did
come and did put their blade of
the dozers on two minor trees
and on low height | to fence

of the trees from

1Armsway.
However magistrate stopped (t.
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