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PM leaves
for US
tomoOIrrow

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves here tomorrow
morning for Washington on a
week-long visit to the United
States, reports BSS,

She will be accompanied by
the State Minister for Foreign

Affairs. Abul Hasan Chowd-*

hury, Foreign Sccrctag CM
Shafi Sami, Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister Dr S
A Samad and press secretary to
the Prime Minister Jawadul
Karim.

During her stay in the USA,
the prime minister will deliver
a major policy address on
"Leading a Country in Transi-
tion: Challenges and Opportu-
nities® at the John F Kennedy
School of Government of Har-
vard University on April 5.

On April 8, Sheikh Hasina
will receive Pearl S Buck Award

See page 11 col 7
Nasim suspects
B::f Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Mohamimad
Nasim susPecte.d vesterday that
BNP chief "Khaleda Zia and her
Rajakar associates” kept US
President Bill Clinton from wvis-
iting the National Mausoleum
at Savar.

Replying to a question from
Abdul Latif Mirza of Awami
League in the Jativa Sangsad,
Nasim also accused BNP, Ja-
maat and other anti-Liberation
forces of making an abortive
bid to foll Clinton's visit to
Bangladesh.

"We are trying to find out
who sent fax to and had com-
munication with the United

See page 11 col O

Massive campaign
ahead of grand
rally in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

The government yesterday
awarded Block 7 to US oil glant
Unocal for mining gas with na-
tional exploration company
BAPEX, reports UNB.

Unocal Bangladesh Limited
became the first among 22 com-
panies that took part in the sec-
ond-round bidding for gas block
distribution in 1997 to enter the
longawaited production-shar-
ing contract (PSC).

Bangladesh OIll, Gas and
Mineral Corporation
(Petrobangla). its subsidiary

Bangladesh Petroleum Explo-
ration Company Limited
(BAPEX) and Unocal

Bangladesh Limited signed an
agreement at the Petrobangla
headquarters yesterday,

This is for the first time that
BAPEX became partner in gas
exploration with an interna-
tional oil company.

Block 7 is located in the
southwestern region, west of the
existing Shahbazpur Gasfield.

Negotiations are in progress
for signing more PSCs with
other companies that took part
in the first-ever formal. (nter-
national bidding. Earlier, there
was no formal bidding and in-
ternational oil companies were
awarded eight gas blocks on se-
lection baslis.

As per the agreement si%‘ned
on the basis ot a model PSC,
BAPEX will get 10 per cent car-
ried interest without any capl-
tal investment., a unique condl-

Block 7 goes to'Uno;:al,
BAPEX partner

tion that Is absent from the
PSCs signed in the first round
in early "90s.

It provides Unocal
Bangladesh Limited, a sub-
sidiary of US-based Unocal
Corporation, with terms and
conditions for conducting ex-
ploratory drilling within five
years from the signing of the
PSC, a shift from the bidding
document that allows three
years for the works.

Petrobangla secretary Im-
dadul Huq, BAPEX secretary
Safiur Rahman and Unocal
managing director Terry Bud-
den signed the deal.

Deputy secretary of the en-
ergy division of the ministry of
power, energy and mineral re-

il
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sources Khaled Anwar signed
the deal on behalf of the gov-
ernment.

- Chairman of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on en-
ergy ministry Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, state minister for en-
ergy Rafiqul Islam, energy sec-
regt%ry t}_“,'r Toufl ~E§E‘.lahl
Chowdhury and officials of
Petrobangla and BAPEX wit-
nessed the signing ceremony.

After prolonged negotia-
tions, Petrobangla hurriedly
initlated PSCs with Pangea,
Unocal and Tullow-Chevron-
Texaco in March ahead of US
President Bill Clinton's visit on
March 20. At least one PSC was
supposed to be signed during his

See page 11 col 7

Bill seeking changes
in PSA placed

By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim moved a bill yesterday
seeking some major cﬁan es In
the controversial Public
(Speclal Provision) Act.

The amendments to the PSA
came two months after the law
was passed by parllament on
January 30, In absence of the

afety

Opposition. While assenting to

the bill on February 15, Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Abhmed re-
portedly requested the govern-
ment to change certain 'objecs
tionable’ provisions In the law.
However, the bill sought
changes in the controversial
rovision that denied the appel-
ate court the authority to grant
bail to an accused until his or
her appeal was disposed of by
the court. According to the pro-
posed amendment, the appel-
late court can consider a bail
petition after examining the

ﬁravity of the offence, related
ocuments and evidences,

The bill also sought dropping
of Section 13(5) of the PSA that
authorised the tribunal to
recommend criminal prosecu-
tlon against 'wilful lapses' on
the part of police in conducting
investigation,

The bill also proposed addi-
tion of a proviso to Section
13(4) of the PSA. According to
the proviso, a tribunal would
enjoy the authority to convert
an accused in a case to an wit-
ness of the same case, provided
that the accused make a confes-
sional statement under Section
164 of the CrPC.

The bill proposed another
proviso to be added to Section
14(3). The proviso, If adopted by
the House, would not allow the

tribunals to award a!i't‘y pun-
See page 11 ¢ol 6
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PM tells Temple

Prescribed reform
measures need

SET10US review

Prime Minister Shejkh
Hasina sald that the reforms
measures prescribed by the de-
velopment partners of the coun-
try needed a serious review as
many of those seem to have be-
come old-fashioned, reports
BSS.

“The old-fashioned reform
measures did not seem to work
and therefore a serious review
of those reform measures Is
now necessary, the Prime Min-
ister said this while talking to
World Bank Country Director
Frederic T. Temple who met her
at her office at the Jatlya
Sangsad Bhaban. They dis-
cussed important i{ssues relat-
ing to financial reforms and
other programme.

Sheikh Hasina said while
doing the review the World
Bank should consult its devel-
opment partners in the Third
World, the Principal Secretary

See page 11 col 8

Draft laws for
making 2 new
city corpns
okayed

The cabinet vyesterday ap-
proved draft laws for upgrading
Barisal and Sylhet municipali-
ties of city corporations, re-
ports UNB.

With these two, the country
will have six city corporations.
The existing four are in Dhaka,

Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Khulna.
The approval was given at a

regular cabinet meeting held at
the PM's office with Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair.

The cabinet also approved
the Investment Corporation of
Bangladesh Ordinance 1976
amendment proposal

[ further endorsed
Bangladesh's assent to Lhe
amendment to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund Articles

The PWD'’s demolition squad levels an illegal extension to a building housing a school on Road No 6/A in Dhanmondi yesterday (left), and the students don’t seem to mind the break

‘Loadshedding in ND S i f
adshedding in | BINP also to prepare for polls

of Agreement.

Body to curb
anti-social
activities in

CHITTAGONG, Apr 2: All
) Party Action Committee of op-

launched a
in the port

grand rally

position parties
massive campx
city ahead of the
here on April 4.
Chiefs of four mainstream
opposition parties — Khaleda
Zia of BNP, H M Ershad of

Rajshahi-5 byelection

Aggrieved AL leaders

} By Rezaul Karim

Jativa Party, Golam Azam of
Jamaat-e-Islami and Maulana
Azizur Rahman of Islami Oikyva
Jote — are scheduled to address
the rally on a single platform at
the outer stadium.

Several hundred opposition
activists riding motorcycles
went drove through the city
roads today to garner support
for the rally.

JP sources said party chief
Ershad Is expected to arrive by
road tomorrow.

The three other chiefs are
likelv to {ly in on April 4.
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RAJSHAHI. Apr 2: Most lo-
cal leaders of ruling Awami
League have extended their all-
out support to ‘rebel’ party
leader Raibhanul Haque Raihan
who is contesting the Rajshahi-
S parliamentary by-polls as an
independent candidate.

Awami League nominated
Nurul Islam Thandu, whom
most of the local leaders and
workers have declared persona
non grata, party sources said.

rieved at the AL nomina-
tion. three other local leaders of
the party are also contesting the
by-polls as independent candi-
dates. They include Azizul
Azam, Chairman of Gargari
union under Bagha thana and
Brig (Retd) Anisur Rahman,
who was AL candidate in 1996
election.

By-polls in the constituency
comprising Charghat and
Bagha thanas s scheduled for
April 22. Raihan is general sec-
retary of Charghat thana A L.
Major opposition parties are
boycotting the by-polls.

Prominent local party lead-
ers who have already started
campaigning for Raihan in-
clude President of Charghat
thana AL and chairman of
Charghat municipality Anwar

back rebel' Rathan

From Abdul Wadood

Hossain. Bagha thana AL
dent Abdus Samad Sarker and
general secretary Mozammel
Huque, the sources said.

So far, Thandu has been
openly supported by Akkas Ali.
former general secretary of
Bagha AL and chairmen of
Pakuria union. Ali was expelled
from the party a year ago for his
alleged involvement in stripin
the wife and the sister of a loca
BNP worker.

Thandu, hailing from Siraj-

ganj, is almost unknown to lo- |

cal people as he was not in-
volved in any party activity
since 1975, He had problem in
arranging a proposer and a sup-
porter in his nomination paper,
the sources said.

On the other hand Raihan,
who grew up at Charghat thana
headquarters, spent his student
life and was (nvolved in politi-
cal activities there since 1980,
is well known in the con-
stituency. Several hundred
leaders and activists accompa-
nied him when he went to file
nomination paper.

His supporters also went on
the rampage at the thana head-
quarters and stopped plying of
vehicles on March 28 on hear-

oee page 11 col 7

The government should
classify the ready-made gar-
ment Industry as an essential
sector and supl])ort it when in-
centives are withdrawn in 2005,
says a government report.

The report, which was pre-
pared by the Project Manage-
ment Institute, a private con-
sulting firm, made 13 recom-
mendations to help the sector
in the post Mu]tl-g!hre Agree-
ment era, They include the cre-
ation of backward linkage In-
dustries, demand pull for back-
ward linkage, an enabling In-
vestment climate and an ap-
propriate tarlff structure.

e report also sald the gov-
ernment should improve the
sector's Infrastructure, create a
fashion technology Institute
and testing facility, strengthen
the textile cell of the Export
Promotion Bureau and Inter-
ministerial and inter-organisa-
tional relatlonships and create
awareness about the fmpact of
the General Agreement on Tar-
ifls and Trade.

The in-depth study, which
was submlifted to the Ministry
of Commerce and the Export
Promotion Bureau recently,
also assessed the growth of the

sector after 2005 and estimated

presi- |

static at 200mw
By Staff Correspondent

Dwellers of Dhaka city and

its adjacent areas are having |

great difficulty in the early
summer days due to frequent
power failure in almost every
parts of the city.

The amount of loadshedding
in Dhaka Electricity Supply
Authority (DESA) command ar-
eas remained 200 megawatt for
the last five days, sources said.

Residents of different parts
of the eity alleged that power
outage happens twice and even

thrice a day. "Sometimes we |
' various ‘ambitious and unreal- |

have to f[ace power disruption
throughout the day or night.”
said a resident of Demra yester-
day.

Most parts of the city experi-
enced blackout from 7 pm for
about an hour last night. Be-
sides, Lalbagh, Postogola, Kajla
and some parts of the Old City
experienced yesterday the worst
power shortage in recent times.
The maximum temperature in
the capital yesterday was 35.1
degree Celcius, highest of this
season so far,

Meanwhile, 13 out of 63
power generation units of the
country remained shut down
yesterday. Power generation
has been suspended at seven of
these units for about a month
The number was 19 on Wednes-
day last.

See page 11 col 6

. other local bodies polls. The

BNP has apparently changed
its strategy and decided to pre-
pare for the next general elec-
tions through strengthening the
organisation side by side with
intensifying the current oust-
government movement.

The change was made in
view of the party's failure to
build a militant anti-govern-
ment movement to dislodge
Awami League from power.

Sources said BNP leadership

was ‘'misguided’ and it had to
change its strategies repeatedly
as hard liners in the party gave |

is now convinced that the party !»

istic advices’ over the past one
year.

They party Chairperson now
wants to strengthen the party
and inspire the ‘frustrated’
leaders and activists by asking
them to start preparations for
the elections.

They sald frustration
gripped those leaders and ac-
tivists as the party bovcotted
the municipal polls and de-
clared not to participate in

main task now is to remove this
frustration.

A top BNP leader said in-
structions have been given to
party units at all levels to go for
election preparations in their
respective areas because the na-
tional elections are not too far.

'‘Govt should back RMG
sector after MFA era’

By Rafig Hasan

its demand for fabric and yarn.

The study sald implementa-
tion of the GATT would open up
new markets for Bangladesh's
textile and clothing exports, but
competition with China and
India would also increase. This
places Bangladesh at a disad-
vantage, since there I1s a huge
gap between the supply and de-
mand for fabric ang}'arn in the
sector,

The reported said the gov-
ernment should provide incen-
tives to encourage ready made
gartnent factories to use local
materials. It also recom-
mended lowering the interest
rate on lon%-term loans to 6 per
cent from 11 per cent.

The tariff structure should
be export based. Backward
Iluka(fe industries should be al-
lowed to lmport the materials
they need without having to pay
the VAT.

World level efficiency and
cost eflectiveness are other cru-

clal factors for the survival of

the sector In a quota free mar-
ket. The government should
lmprove the transportation
systemn, ports and ensure unin-

terrupted eleciricity and gas
Sce page 11 col 7
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

HC to hear death
reference May 2

The High Court will begin
hearing on May 2 the death ref-
erence of Bangabandhu murder
case to confirm the death sen-
tences handed to 15 former
army personnel, reports UNB.

The court directed the solici-
tor to appoint lawyers of the
supreme Court for the 11 ab-
sconding convicts and supply
them with paper books of the
case within three weeks.

Earlier. April 6 was fixed as
the date for hearing the applica-
tion, filled by one of the con-
viets' counsel, for the prepara-
tion of additlonal paper books.

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
man, counsel for condemned
convict retired major Bazlul
Huda, asked for time to file the
application.

The court ordered the filin
of the application at 2 pm anﬁ
decided to pass order at that
time. Yesterday was [lixed to
pass the order after hearing the
petition last Thursday.

When the court started
passing orders in the afternoon
to appoint lawyers for the 11
lugitives, the counsel for retired

| major Baziul Huda submitted

Yo

the application ;uhklngl for the
preparation of the additional
paper book.

Appearing for the state,
Deputy Attorney General M.
Faruque told the courl: "Since
the application is filed in the
midst of passing of the court or-
ders, it requires time to go
through the application to reply
to it."

The court fixed April 6 to
hear the application.

The death reference along
with four appeals filed by the
counsel for retired lieutenant
colonel Faruqur Rahman, re-
tired major Bazlul Huda, retired
lfeutenant colonel Sultan
Shariyar Rashid Khan and re-
tired major Mohiuddin Ahmed
will be heard on May 2.

The criminal division bench
of the High Court, comprising
Justice Amirul Kabir Chowd-
hury and Abdul Aziz is hearing
the death reference ol the
Bangabandhu murder case.

Dhaka District and Sessions
Judge Kazi Golam Rasul sen-
tenced the 15 former military
personnel to death on Novem-

See page 11 col 6

Though the tenure of the pre-
sent government will expire in
June next year, the parliamen-
tary polls may be held towards
the end of this year or by March
next year at the latest. Polls are
not possible after March be-
cause of the weather in the
country, he said.

The leader further said party
MPs and probable candidates
have been instructed to

strengthen the party down to
union and ward levels and
check the voters' list.

Local leaders and activists
have also been asked to see that
irregularities in voters identity
card and list are removed and
eligible voters not in the list are
enlisted.

Another senior BNP leader
observed that boycott of the

See page 11 col 6

3 posh areas

The government has formed

' a committee headed by the Di-

rector General of the Narcotics
Control Department to curb
anti-social activities at the
guest houses in Gulshan, Ba-
nani and Baridhara areas of the
capital.

The committee has already
started operation to stop such

See page 11 col 5

OPEN LETTER TO

HonN'BLE PRIME MINISTER
TO ENSURE QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL

Hon'ble Prime Minister,

Accept our thanks for your personal commitment and ceaseless efforts of your government to

ensure quality education for all.

An EFA review meeting of the world forum is going to be held in Dhakar, Senegal in Apnl,
| 2000. We will have the opportunity to present our problems, hurdles, successes and
prospectives in the meeting. We sincerely wish that the active and meaningful participation of
Bangladesh delegation will offer some positive points.

Education is a universal human right. As per the articles 17-a-b and c of Bangladesh Constitution
it is the responsibility of the State to ensure the fundamental right to education for every citizen
of the country. We know your government is committed to this task. We feel more optimistic as
we see that the rate of children's education has increased, the equity of boys and girls has been
achieved. We are proud of this achievement. But, Hon'ble Prime Minister, probably you know
that even now, a considerable number of children remain outside the school. And those, in the
school, do not have access to quality education. Opportunities for work and life-onented
education are still limited. The access of people of different religious faiths and ethnic groups to
education still remains a matter of neglect. Programmes to eradicate illiteracy and the methods
of teaching for the adolescents, young people and adults are not adequate. Steps are yet to be
taken to integrate the disableds into the mainstream of education which can only ensure their
human rights. Integrated efforts to include the working children and adolescents are still quite

limited. In this context, in order to achieve the objectives of EFA our demands are :
» ensure integrated and indiscriminate quality education for all as enshrined in the Consm}mon
« increase total allocation in the education sector in the national budget and arrange equitabie sector-

wise allocation

+ replace the planning, implementation and management of education of the disableds from the Minstry

of Social Welfare to the Ministry of Education ‘
+ ensure the participation of parents, teachers and members of the civil society at all levels of education

policy and in its implementation

« prepare national education policy for the disadvantaged, working adolescents and ensure its

implementation

» ensure all necessary arrangements for readin
equipments for quality education

L1

g matenals, class-rooms, qua]itthmhcrs and other

« integrate all kinds of non-government efforts including those of NGOs to ensure free compulsory and
quality education for all children, adolescents and adult illiterates
« ensure quality early childhood care and opportunities of education.

Hon'ble Head of the Government,
We promise our all-out co-operation to the government in the implementation of our above-

mentioned demands. We hope, your personal commitment and the positive and bold steps

of the

government will initiate new dynamism in achieving the objectives of education for ‘all and
ensure quality education for all,—children, adolescents, young people, adults, boys and girls and

men and women.

on behalf of

Shammilita Shakkharata Ovijan & Education Coalition in Bangladesh

Courtesy : Campaign for Pog

ar Education, NFOWD, ActionAid-Bangladesh, Oxfa

b~

B, Global Campaign for Education
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