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" | Foes face fitness battles |

Course

SINGAPORE, Mar 31: Singa-

POTe univers
oth!r “gaﬁtudEﬂt’ and

) Asians ve rushed to
clg“ up for a British university
asses on football star Davil
meckham and his effect on
- Odern culture, the Straits
imes sajid Friday.
S 1e classes to he launched in
dEptember as part of various
U“Err&: courses at Staffordshire
Niversity will examine why
¢Ckham is a sporting icon in
Britain and overseas, and his
Influence on the y%lﬂl of today.

the report said.

‘"We have over 30 students
from Sigapore and many more
from countries like China,

alaysia, Japan and Hong
Kong. They have shown great
interest in our classes which
will focus on David Beckham,”
university spokesman Martin
Farrow told the paper, adding
that the classes were nearly
fall

Culture, media and sport
professor Ellis Cashmere. who
will conduct the classes said
Beckham “warrants legitimate
acacdemic debate as he is a cul-
tural enigima.”

Philippoussis
may miss Davis
Cup tie

SYDNEY, Mar 31: Mark
Philippoussis is in doubt for
Australia's Davis Cup tie
against German next week be-
cause of a leg injury, reports
Reuters.

The 1998 US Open finalist
flew into Australia today to re-
ceive treatment on his injured
left calf muscle.

Australia’s non-plaving
Davis Cup captain John New-
combe said Philippoussis will
need further treatment and a
final decision on whether he
will play against Germany will
be made next week.

"We've just got to wait and see
how it responds to treatment
this weekend and we'll go from
there,” Newcombe said.

Wayne Arthurs has been
Elaced on standby in case

hilippoussis is forced to with-
draw.

Australia face Germany in
Adelaide from April 7-9 with
the winner advancing to the
World Group semifinals against

' ‘eilher Brazil or Slovakia.

Glasgow won't
host Tyson
bout

GLASGOW, Mar 31: Glasgow

has been ruled out as a possible
- venue for a Mike Tyxon fight
- this summer, reports AP.«

British promoter Frank
Warren visited Ibrox, home of
Glasgow Rangers soccer club, to
check out the facilities at the
50.000-seat stadium.

But the sides failed to agrer
on a date for the proposed fight
scheduled for sometime in July
Rangers secretary Campbell
Ogilvie said the club's soccer
commitments meant the plans
had to be scrapped.

"Promoters looked around
the stadium last week but the
date they came up with was a
non-starter for us,” he said
Thursday. "They have been
back on today with other dates
but they did not work out either.

For us the Scottish Premier
League starts on July 29 and
there could be a European tie be-
fore that and even a friendly at
the ground before that, so the
window is a very small one. We
did not get to discussing the
nitty-gritty of staging the fight
because the issue of the date was
always a problem and in the
end we could not resolve it.

On January 29, Tyson
knocked out Britains Julius
Francis at the MEN Arena in
Manchester. Tyson returns to
Europe next month 1o fight Lou
Saverse in Milan on May 20

| Russian boxer
] killed in USA

| NEW YORK. Mar 29: A for-
i mer member of the Sovicetl na-
tional boxing teai who came to
the United States a:.nri boxee)
r:‘)fesainnally was kulnnpp.-rl
and murdered by two Russian
.obsters before he was bun.l-.|
Eehlnd a New Jersey home, US
federal prnﬁ.{:(.'llfﬂl'ﬂ announce|
Tuesday, reports AP‘. s
The disclosure came as US
i Attorney Mary Jo White un-
led an indictment returned
‘ 47 Monday against Alexander
. v and Natan Gozman.
' hﬂsgoth are charged with racke-
‘ teering for the kidnapping and
= der of Sergel Kobozev, 31,
murder O rated in 1991 and
H:r]::i in Brooklyn.
The indictment sald they
apped and murdered
‘ kids e?v 1o boost thelr positions
Kﬂboi}ranfll Df RUBEIﬂn ﬂrga:l_
i i rime Known as “Tatarin's
ised Cdt. O Vi piy ot 8
Bﬂcaga the “brotherhood” or
m jows.”
-gwdclgrdlng to the indictment,
;;zcv was shot during a con-
; e fation with Nosav and
e’ n and others In an auto-
objle repalr _shop near his
m e In the Sheepshead Bag
E:cnt]mﬂ of Brooklyn on Nov B,

199,?,:": pair took Kobozev, still

. from New York to New

" 3"‘5&}, before a co-conspirator
Jcrkc his neck, prosecutors al-
bro’s The defendants and oth-

B then allc%edly buried him in

ard of a high-ranking
the i‘;,ﬁ.. of Ruulmﬂrg&nlaﬂl
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u&;bozcv had been a captain
the Russlan army and was a
pemical engineer in St Peters
pefore
crulserwelight on the Sovii o
ational boxing team and later
8h 16 knockouts in a profes-

- opening

made his g

: | pre-occupled with
' 4 few fitness wor-
[ e (|cs prior  to the
i matches in the
Caribbean's first triangular
limited-overs series to be
contested at Sabina Park on
Saturday and Sunday here,
reports AFP.

West Indies left-hand bats-
man Shivnarine Chanderpaul
and fast bowler Reon King,
along with Zimbabwe vice-cap-
tain Heath Streak are all under
observation by their team offi-
clals lor one complaint or an-

other. While the news on King
and Streak, both hindered by
back strains over the last few
days was encouraging, thiulgﬁ
were not looking too bright for
Chanderpaul

"The medical condition with
Chanderpaul has not yet been
determined, but he complained
of fatigue after play on Mon-
day.” Ricky Skerritt, the West
Indies manager, said.

"A decision will be made on
him either later (on Thursday)
or tomorrow (Friday), but he is
not attending the teams train-
ing, is definitely not 100 per
cent fit and is very doubtful for
the weekend."

C‘handerpaul s to see a in-
ternal medicine specialist on
Thursday and until his status is
certain, fellow left-hander
Adrian Griffith, who had been
omitted from the limited-overs
squad, has been asked to re-
main in Jamaica.

Skerritt was almost certain
Hmﬁ would play in the back-to-
back matches. "Reon has been
essentially declared fit and is
training with the team right
now,” he asserted.

Andy Flower, the Zimbabwe
captain. expressed similar con-

KINGSTON, Mar
31: West Indies
and Zimbabwe are

1

fidence about Streak, whose
only contribution in the second
Test was a brief knock of two In
the first lunings before he
pulled out with back spasms,

“He has had a long rest and
his spasms have eased,” Flower
remarked. "There Is a ver
strong possibility that he will
be ready for Saturday." Though
the 2-0 series result for West
Indies mﬁsts they completely
outplayed Zimbabwe, this was
far from the truth.

It was very competitive and
experience was the only thing
standing between the two sides.
Both Flower and West Indies
captain Jimmy Adams are ex-
pecting two keenly-contested
matches over the weekend to
open the series which also in-
volves the unpredictable Pak-
istanis,

Zimbabwe, who have never
beaten West Indies in an inter-
national match, will be hoping
to rebound from the Test series
defeat in the form of the game
which they have gained some
measure of success.

“Last time [ looked at our
statistics, we had won about 26
per cent of our matches which is
not a great record,” noted
Flower

‘As o voung cricket nation, |
think its a good and we Lave
had some really good wins in
the past. We have never won a
limited-overs competition
against the major nations and
we will obviously love to do that
at some stage.”

Zimbabwe reached the Super
Sixes stage of last years World
Cup in England and only once
have they reached the [inal of
an international limited-overs
competition involving the ma-
jor nations.

"We have set ourselves the
goal of reaching the final of this
competition and hopefully go
on to win it," Flower said. "It
will be very important for our
country and our cricket if we do
s

Gary Brent, Guy Whittall and
Dirk Viljoen have replaced
Bryan Strang, Mpumelelo
Mbangwa and Trevor Gripper in
Zimbabwe's 16-member lim-
ited-overs squad.

Whittall and Viljoen prac-
tised at Sabina Park on Thurs-
day, but Whittall, who was only
passed fit a few days ago after
recovering from a knee opera-
tion, will fly into Kingston late
on Thursday.

On the basis of their Test se-
ries win, along with their proud
record against Zimbabwe and at
home, West Indies will start
favourites in the series. Adams
will not be excepting compla-
cency from his side though.

‘'We have a triangular series
with three international teams
desperate for wins and that is a

recipe for some ve ood, excit- |
‘ing cricket. so there will be no
casing up on our part,” he com-
mented.

Adams wants to see his side
become more consistent in the
limited-overs game after a few
lukewarm performances In re-
cent times,

"We can put it all under the
same umbrella as we did with
the longer version of the game,
We need to become more consis-

tent in this form of the game be-
cause there Is too much at stake
ns we found out In the World
Cup last year. So we need to step

up and improve in a lot of ar-
eas."

ANDY FLOWER

West Indies made four addi-
tions to their squad to boost the
number to 16. They omitted
Courtney Walsh, the leadin
bowler in Tests, from the squa
chosen for the Test series, and
have recalled Philo Wallace,
Laurie Williams, Mervyn Dillon
and Nixon McLean.

Good conditions are expected
to greet the two teams and tick-
ets for both matches this week-
end are almost sold out,

TEAMS

WEST INDIES (from):
Jimmy Adams (captain), Sher-
win Campbell (vice-captain),
Philo Wallace, Adrian Griffith,
Chris Gayle, Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul, Wavel Hinds, Ricardo
Powell, Ridley Jacobs, Curtly
Ambrose, Laurie Williams, Ne-
hemiah Perry, Franklyn Rose,
Nixon McLean, Mervyn Dillon,
Reon King,

ZIMBABWE (from): Andy
Flower (captain), Heath Streak
(vice-captain), Alistair Camp-
bell, Murray Goodwin, Dirk
Viljoen. Henry Olonga, Neil
Johnson. Grant Flower, Stuart

Carlisle. Mluleki Nkala. Brian
Murphy, Andy Bhignaut, Craig
Wisliart, Guy Whittall, Gary

Brent, Tatenda Taibu.

KINGSTON, Mar
31 (AFP): It has
taken a long time
for it to arrive, but
the West Indies
will host its first
triangular limited-overs inter-
national series starting here
this weekend.
Zimbabwe and Pakistan will
be the other attractions as West
Indies become the last of the
major cricket-playing nations
to introduce this form of lim-
ited-overs competition.
Chris Dehring, chief mar-
keting executive of the West In-
dies Cricket Board, does not
agree however that it has taken
too long.
“The triangular series phe-
nomenon as a global event has
only taken place over the last
three years,” Dehring said.
‘International schedules are
such that to get teams to fit into
our international calendar. we
have had to plan way in ad-
vance. This series would have
been planned five years ago to
confirm this series,” he added
Though it has taken West In-
dies so long to get off the mark

Caribbean & tri-serie

behiind minor nations like
Kenya and Bangladesh, the
WICB is hoping to have more of
this type of competition in the
Caribbean.

"This years competition is
very much experimental,” said
Dehring, noting the WICB may
have to look outside of its tra-
ditional season between Jan-
uary and April.

"We would love to see far
more triangular limited-overs
series in the Caribbean. There
are difficulties getting interna-
tional teams to fit into our
cricket season, but we will be
trying to attract more of this
type of competition.

"The level of crowd support
that matches not involving
West Indies will attract, is gomg
to be a very good indication o
whether or not we can afford
these type of competitions. So it
will be up to the Caribbean pub-
lic to decide how many more of
them we host."

West Indies are down to host
the 2007 World Cup.

The WICB will be using this
series and, hopefully, others
like it in the future to test the

————
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region's preparedness for the
global event.

"Every experience between
now and 2007 is being used to
climinate as many of the foul-
ups, bleeps and blunders that
can occur during such a major
event.” Dehring remarked.

“The World Cup is not an un-
dertaking of the WICB, its an
undertaking of the people of the
Caribbean. We will never be
able to do it successfully if ev-
erybody does not pull together.

"The WICB will play its part.
It's up to the rest of the
Caribbean to play theirs too. If
they have any advice, they can
feel free to come forward and
help us make this a successful
event for the region."

Dehring and Pat Rousseau,
president of the WICB, have just
returned from a meeting in
Paris, where they were involved
in negotiations concerning
broadcast rights and sponsor-
ship for the 2007 World Cup.

"Negotiations are continuing
and are at a sensitive stage, so
there is not much that we can

report at the moment,” he
commented.

31: Saurav Gan-

" CALCUTTA. Mar
guly feels that it

10 judge him as a
l 4 Captain on the ba-

tournament. However, he

blame for

show at Sharjah. Another

reason he attributes to the
showin

innings.

In an interview to a vernacu-
lar daily here, Ganguly
stated, "Rarely have all

that Mohamma

fifty score at Sharjah. You can-
not achieve success with such a
bmtlnF display.”

In fact Ganguly, is the first
one to defend
time saying that the team had
not given them enough runs to
bowl with.

- "We could not even score 200
in all the four matches that we
played. The bowlers rcal!‘y did
not have a total to defend.

 Inspite of the defeats at
Sharjah Ganguly (s quick to
point out that it would
:" Judge his captaincy on the

J45is of this tournament .

‘I have led India in three

lournaments, w
This hns bee s inning two.

for nie.”

lhnﬂ:e lndlan has also stited
(h h? 4o well in thie Asia Cup
b § next International en-

wonld be too early

sis of the team's failure in one

is
also the first one to take the

India's disastrous

poor
is the failure of Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid and

himself for four successive

has

the
three of us failed together. If you
look at our batting you will find

Azharuddin
was the only one to get a plus

118 bowlers this

e Wrong

the first fatlure

hmgdy shares his

From Our Correspondent

gagenment) a conditionin

cam
IS necessary. He said,

Coach

Kapil Dev and myself feel that it
s

| _ . \
SAURAV GANGULY

Is essential to have o camp for
about 10 days to get evervhody
in shape, We will try and have
the camp In Caleatta as the
weather there Is quite stinilar
to that of Dhaka where (the Asia
Cup will be played."

Ganguly has also stressed
the need to have a psychologist
with the team. During the in-
terview, he has said, “If the
other teams are grltlnil, results
through psycho and video anal-
ysis of matches and playvers
(her we should also inplement
thie sanne procedures.”

HHowever, the Indian captain
[ve¢ls that the lack of all
ronnders in the Indian side has
een the main cause of worry Lo
him. "Neither Robin Singh nor

.. .

T

thoughts

myself can be termed as real
all-rounders. Like the South
African Jacques Kallis. But
then even in India there is a
dearth of proper all-rounders.
We have to find out some tal-
ented players in this depart-
ment immediately and include
them in the team.”

Meanwhile, Ganguly has de-
cided to play for the Asian Xl in
their match against the Rest of
the World XI at Dhaka. He has
been requested by the ICC Pres-
ident Jagmohan Dalmiva to do
so0. As a result, both Ganguly
and Tendulkar will fly to
Dhaka on a chartered flight on
the nmrninF of the match. On
April 7, both Ganguly and Ten-
dulkar will play In a fund-
raising match at Siliguri. How-
ever, before that on April 2, the
Indian cricketers and the In-
dian film stars will play In a
football match at the Salt Lake
Stadium in Calcutta.

While Ritwik Roshan will
lead the filmstars XI, Ganguly
will lead the Indian cricketers,
Other than Ganguly and Ten-
(ulkar, the others who are ex-
pected to take part in the match
are Ajay Jadeja, Kapil Deyv,
Saba Karim, Nikhil Chopra,
Venkatesh Prasad, Rahul
Dravid and Anil Kumble,

Inter-college cricket

KHULNA, Mar 31: A ten-doy
inter college cricketl competi-
tion began here at Chalna MM

College premises under Dacop
Thana of the district on

1Wtdnesd&y. reports pSS

" o

Sport

Millennium
Masters
cricket

f C}:EI‘]TI(‘?GONE. Mar 31: Con-
nen rou eat Chittagon
Club by ﬂvcp wickets Iuglhf
opening match of the Millen-
nium Masters Cricket Tourna-
;J::ent al tl{;e* Dampara Police
ne ground here today, reports
BSS.gr dgs

Chittagong Club batted first
and scored 184 for eight in the
stipulated 30 overs. Dr Alok
and Sultan Abedin scored 50
and 43 respectively. Selim,
Aslam and Solaiman claimed
lwlu wickets each for Continen-
tal.

In reply. Continental
reached their target for the loss
of five wickets Iin 26.1 overs,
Shahid hit an unbeaten 73
while Selim made 64,

Shahid was adjudged man of
the match,

Six teams with over-35-
year-old are participating In
the tournament sponsored by

the Continental Group.

The teams are — Continental
Group, Chittagong Club, Shahid
Shajahan Sangha, Rising Star,
Friends Club and Ispahani
Sports Club,

Kournikova
let off

MIAMI, Mar 31: Tennis star
Anna Kournikova and her
mother won't be charged for
their part In a dispute on a re-
cent airline flight, the US Fed-
eril Bureau of Investigation
saud Thursday, reports AP.

The incident occurred March
19 while Kournikova and her
mother were on an American
Airlines flight to Miami. The
crew told police that Kou-
rnikova refused to put her
miniature Doberman pinscher
in its carrying case, as Federal
Aviation Administration rules
require, and the pilot had to in-
tervene,

I’olice sent a report of the in-
cident to the FBI, which deter-
mined that no further Investi-
gation was necessary, an FBI
spokesiman said.

Pete gives USA
double boost

MIAMI, Florida, Mar 31
America's 12-time Grand Slam
winner Pete Sampras on
Wednesday sald he was prepared
to play both the sln%es and the
doubles in his Davis Cup
comeback in their quarterfinal
match against the Czech
Republic from April 7 to 9 In
l.os Angeles, reports AFP.

Jared Palmer and Alex
O'Brien, winners in the first
Masters Series doubles tour-
nament in Indian Wells, were
selected alongside Andre Agassi
and Sampras by non-playing
captain John McEnroe.

Sampras, who pulled out of
the first round match with
Zimbabwe citing injury prob-
lems. believed just because they
won in Indian Wells did not
necessarily mean they should
play against the Czechs.

‘They won the event in In-
dian Wells. The chemistry is

there, but Davis Cup is a com-

pletely different arena,” Sam-
pras said.

"Jared (Palmer) has never
played. Alex (O'Brien) did. It's
something we'll work oul
through the week."

Sampras does not believe
that McEnroe, now 41 and with
whom he won the Davis Cup ti-
tle in 1992, is seriously considl-
ering playing in a Davis Cup
doubles.

Women's hockey

Germany book
Sydney berth

MILTON KEYNES. England,
Mar 29: Goals from Fanny
Rinne and veteran Britta
Becker on Tuesday enabled
Germany to become the first
team to book their trip to Syd-
ney for the Olympic Games
women's field hockey tourna-
ment, reports AFP.

The Germans won 2-1
against Ireland in the qualify-
ing tournament here to assure
themselves of a top-two finish
in Group A and automatic qual-
ification.

Rinne opened the scoring in
the seventh minute and al-
though the tenacious Irish lev-
elled four minutes before the
break through Karen O'Brien
Germany added their second
goal early in the second half to
win the match.

Germany top the section
with three wins and a draw
from their four games, while
Ireland are third with a win, a
draw and a defeat from three
matches.

Spanish coach Marc Lam-
mers, meanwhile, admitted his
side had thrown away the
chance to virtually book thelr
place In the Olympic tourna-
ment when they pgifted the
United States a last minute
equaliser In a 2-2 Group A draw.

Lammers sald: "It was so
disappointing. I thought we had
the game in the bag, but our de-
fence lost concentration and we
paid the price.”

With just 60 seconds left on
the clock, Cindy Werley was left
unattended by the Spanish de-
fence, and tied the game at 2-2
with an accurate close-range
strike.

New Zealand wing Mandy
Smith's goal following a

‘nalty corner gave her side a 1-

win over Britain in Pool B — a
huge setback to the home team's
hopes of capturing an auto-
matic qualifying place in Syd-
ney.

Outplayed for most of the
first half, Britain went behind
two minute before half-time
whien Smith pounced on a re-
bound from captain Anna
Lawrence's shot and beat goal-
keeper Hilary rose from close
range, )

n the other Pool B ateh,
China beat Japan |-0.

Y

Kingston hails the ki

(e a! KINGSTON, Mar
30 (AFP). Scores
ol exclited Ja-
malcans lined the
streets to honour
| ; lest cricket's new
wicket kinf, as
Courtney Walsh rode through
Kingston in a motorcade here
on Wednesday.

The crowds that braved the
midday heat to follow the mo-
torcade all the way from Sabina
Park, where he claimed his
435th wicket, to his alma mater
Excelsior High, where the

ound there s named in his

onour, to his Melbourne Club
shouted his name: "Courtney!
Courtney! Courtney!”

Flags, T-shirts, caps and
posters, all with Walsh's image
emblazoned across them, were
the order of the day in this show
of emotion for a man who was
described time and again as
humble, hardworking, dedi-
cated and committed.

Even from the lips of small
children and infants were
yralses being offered to Walsh
or reaching the milestone on
Monday evening in the second
Test against Zimbabwe.

He revealed the comments of
a nine-year-old baf\; on the
route, who told him he wanted
to be a great cricketer like him,
was the most touching part ol
the event.

‘It was heart-warming to
hear the youngster say some-
thing like that to me," Walsh
sald.

"His words stood out more
than anything else for me and |
just want to wish him the best.”

Walsh did not expect to see so
many people coming out onto
the streets to congratulate him

“To be quite honest, m\
achievement did not really sink
in on Monday,” he remarked

It only began to sink in (on
Tuesday) after the victory for
the team and I want to thank all

of the fans who have come out
o support me.

“What is fitting about me
acllievin‘g the record js the
number 11 batsman who got out
Is a dread’ as well.

‘It Is only fitting that Henry
Olonga became the 435th, bul
what made me speechless was
the support | was given at
Sabina Park from Friday until
Monday was second to none.

I do not think (West Indies
captain) Jimmy Adams had any
other choice, but to give me the

ball to bowl at the time he did
because of the way the crowd
for me. | thank God
my mum!

was callin
and | than

COURTNEY WALSH

Jamalca-born actress. Sh-
eryl Lee Ralph was also part of
the motorcade for Walsh.

A close friend of the 37-year-
old fast bowler, she was looking
lorward (o seeing him breal
iecord.

1NN
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the
last vear | sanl ull
teley sston in Jamaica, he would
bireak the record and that |
would be back to see him to do
it,” she remarked.

"He did break it and | was at
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Sabina Park when he did. | am
80 happy for him.”

Ordelmo Peters, a member of
the West Indies B-Teamn along
with Walsh to tour Zimbabwe
17 years ago, noted It was al-
ways the bowler's ambition to
break the world record for most
wickets,

‘I can remember him tellin
me so from as far back as 1985,
soon after he made the West In-
dies team,” Peters disclosed.

"He's the kind of person that
when he sets himself a anl he
goes all out to achieve jt.

fony Becca, the long-stand-
ing Senlor Sports Editor at the
Jamalca Gleaner newspaper
and president of the Melbourne
Club, has chronicled many of

‘alsh's finest moments in the
game over the last 16 years.

He recalled the first time he
saw the young Walsh bowling
fast,

“I remember him being a
lanky leg-spin bowler. Sud-
denly, one evening, 1 saw him
come In the nets and started 1o
bowl fast and | was startled.”

For many who attended the
Test match, their memory of
Walsh galloping In from the
northern end to Olonga and
Wavel Hinds taking the catch
will live for a very, very long
time

Dub artiste Zum Jay's song,
stinply entitled Courtney, for
which Walsh seems to have
taken a liking and which belted
out consistently throughout the
memorable Test match will
also stand out.

The dancehall reggae artiste
was also In the motorcade and
several times his lyrics pumped
lrom the music machine.

‘Who's de big man inna
«ricket, Courtney! Who uh lick
down man wicket, Courtney!
Who gi we wha' we want for we
licket, Courtney! Who hol' de
Jlag high straight across the
Pacific, Courtney!”

Hingis

-
[ ! | I'he crowd had no

compassion. Monl-
ca Seles liad no chance.

Seles, playing on a sore an-
kle, endured the worst beating
of her career Thursday, losing
to the top-seeded Hingis 6-0, 6-0
in the semifinals of the Erics-
son Open.

Seles ended the so-called
double-bagel with double-faults
on the final two points. The
nine-time Grand Slam obam-
pilon has long been a fa-
vorite, but the crowd boc  as
she left the court.

Hingis' opponent in the final
Saturday will be second-seeded
Lindsay Davenport, who re-
claimed the No. 1 ranking by
edging 12th-seeded Sandrine
Testud 6-1, 6-7, 7-6. Davenport
overcame a 2-0 deficit in the fi-
nal set and improved to 35-1
since September.

Hingis has lost five matches
in a row to Davenport, includ-
g two finals this year. Regard-
less of the outcome Saturday
Davenport will replace Hingis
atop the rankings next week.

Seles' loss was her worst in
534 matches, and it raised the
question of whether she still

KEY BISCAYNE.
Florida, Mar 31
IAP): Martina Hin
¢is had no mercy.

smashes Seles

has passion for the game.
“Today, after a match like

this?" sald Seles, 26 It's
tough.” _
Hingis, aware that Seles

wasn't mcwtnF well, mixed her
shots masterfully and commit-
ted only five unforced errors in
the 39-minute rout

"I didn't let her into the
match,” Hingis said. "I played
very well, very smart. I'm
pleased with havinF a win like
this going into the final.

Second-seeded Pete Sampras
advanced to the men's semifi-
nals by beating No. 9 Nicolas
Lapentti 6-4, 7-6. Sampras' next
opponent will be No. 14 Lleyton
Hewitt, who withstood 20 aces
by unseeded Jan-Michael Gam-
bill to win 6-4, 7-6

Top-seeded Andre Agassi
plays No. 6 Gustavo Kuerten in
the other semifinal Friday.

Sampras faces a tough chal-
lenge against Hewitt, a 19-year-
old Australian who is the
hottest player on the ATP Tour
at 25-2 this year.

"He's got a game that's going
to be around for many. many
years," Sampras said. "I'm not
going to win O and O, like we
saw today.”

Seles, seeded seventh, lost
for only the third time in 16
matches since she returned .l

3 -

Participants of the 23rd annual inter-office athletics
competition of Bangladesh Water Development Board

march past during the

inaugural

ceremony at the

Rajarbagh Police Lines ground yesterday. 715 players from
all over the country are taking part in seven events of the
two-day meet which was opened by Water Resources

Minister Abdur Razzaq.

ter being sidelined five months
with a stress fracture in her
right loot. Sl e
first four matches i the tour-
nament but said she was hob-
bled against l-imgll_,ih by a previ-
ously undisclosed sore ankle.

Seles sald she took chances
on some shots because of her
poor mobility

"l had a hard time mm'inﬁ
sideways,” she said. "l starte
making many more errors, and
| could not bend down for balls
A combination of that against
someone as consistent as Mar-
tina is not going to work.”

Hingis agreed that
wasn't 100 per cent.

"She made some faces some-
times," Hingis said. "She looked
like she was in pain. I wa* al-
most surprised she didn'tq t.

Seles said she didn't tL 1k
about defaulting, even after
falling behind 5-0 in the first 13
minutes

Perhaps the ugliest moment
came on the final point of the
first set, when Seles’ momen-
tum carried her off the court as
she chased down a drop shot.
She stood helplessly next to her
changeover chair as Hingis hit
a winner into the open court.

Seles won only eight points
in the opening set and 14 in the
second. The drubbing eclipsed
her worst previous defeat 11
vears ago, a 6-0, 6-1 loss to
Steffi Gral at Wimbledon.

Seles was 15 then. On Thurs-
day she looked a lot older

=1V Wil

Seles

Yugoslav footballer
found hanged

NICOSIA, Mar 31: A Yu-
goslav footballer was found
hanged in his apartment on
this Mediterranean island after
he failed to turm up for practice,
police said Friday.

Perica Adzic, 31, was found
hanged with a blanket in his
flat in the seacoast town of Lar-
naca by teammates from his
Cyprus First Division side.
Ethnikos Achnas.

Police said they did not sus-
pect foul play.

Adzic was in his first season
in Cyprus, after transferring
from Radnicki in the southern
Serbian town of Nis
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