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.‘Ban foreign | Serie A preview

’s now or never for Lazio

players, says
Wessels

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 31
(Internet report): The inclusion
of a foreigner in provincial
teams is a luxury South African
cricket can no longer afford,
writes Kepler Wessels in his lat-
est column in an Internet web-
site.

The former South African
captain maintains that the for-
eigners are increasingly mak-
ing it difficult for younger play-
ers to make their mark.

Wessels says the powers that
be need to take bold steps to re-
assure all players that there is a
real future for them in the do-
mestic setup.

The first step In this process
would be to ban all overseas
players from plying their trade
in South Africa from next sea-
son onwards. This will free one
more position for local players,
says Wessels.

However, Wessels admits
that some overseas players
have done well in the South
African system and have helped
in the development of younger
players.

Lee. McGrath

From Mage 13

Australia's premier pace
bowler Glenn McGrath grabbed
4-58 off 21.5 overs to take his
career Test wicket haul to 286.

"Glenn McGrath was
tremendous again but I thought,
all round, it was probably our
best day on tour (n the field --
bowling wise, energy wise and
working hard," Waugh said.

"We had them 4-50 and, il
things went our way, they could
have been out for less than 230."

Once again New Zealand's
top order let down the side, after
being sent into bat, with the Ki-
wis teetering at 53 for four after
the opening 90 minutes.

In AucEIaud, New Zealand
were 80-5 and 121-5 and in the
second Wellington Test the Ki-
wis were 66-5 and 88-5.

On all occasions, except in
the first innings of the opening

Auckland Test. New Zealand’s
tail have recovered the innings

Again healthy partnerships
between Fleming and McMillan
of 78 and Cairns and McMillan
with 77 here got New Zealand
back to 208 for six before the
last four wickets fell cheaply
for 24 runs.

McMillan looked in aggres-
sive touch with 14 fours off 145
balls before he fell to Lee play-
ing needlessly to a delivery pur-
posefully wide of his offstump
to be one of Gilchrist's five
catches of the innings.

Cairns, who terrorised the
Australian bowlers in the sec-
ond Wellington Test with his
first innings 109 and six sixes
in a buccaneering 69 in his sec-
ond time at bat., looked set to
take up where he left off when
he clouted Lee for 17 in one
over.

But Waugh undaunted kept

ee in the bowiing attack and he
ssnared McMillan in his next
over when the No.6 edged to
Gilchrist.

Lee gained his revenge on
Cairns 30 minutes later when
the prodigious-hitting all-
rounder holed out to a diving
Damiicn Martyn at third man
for 37 off 92 balls with six
fours

It was all downhill after that
for New Zealand with Paul
Wiseman gloving a sweep shot
onto his stumps off Warne for

one and newcomer Darvl Tuffevy |

and Shayne O'Connor falling to
McGrath.

McGrath removed openers
Craig Spearman (12) and
Matthew Horne (12) to catches
behind by Gilchrist.

Lee chipped in with the

wickets of Sinclair for 19 and

Astle, out second ball leg before
wicket.
The Australians had to ne-

gotiate five overs in fading light

after the day's play went into
overtime because of a tardy
Australian bowling rate.

Left-arm swing bowler O'-
Connor beat Hayden, playing
his first Test in three vyears,
several times with late move-
ment off the pitch before he
coaxed the big Queenslander to
snick to Parore.

Australia have already
clinched the series 2-0 and are

chasing their 10th consecutive

Test victory here.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of the
opening day of the third and fi-

!

nal cricket Test between New |

Zealand and Australia Friday:
NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings

Hore ¢ Gilchrist b MeGrath 12
Spearman ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath 12
Sinclair ¢ Warmnce b Lee 19
Fleming Ibw b Li¢ a0 |
Astle Ilbw b L 0
MeMillan o talelinist B Lioe 79
Calrns ¢ Maruyn b Le 37
Parore not out 12
Wiseman b Wane !
Tulley ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath 3
O'Connor ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath 0
Extras: (b-5; 1b-7: nb-13: w-2) 27
Tolal: (All oult in 82.5 overs) 232

Fall of wkts: 1-22, 2-42, 3-53,
4-53, 5-131, 6-208, 7-212, 8B-224,

9-227, 10-232

|
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\MILAN, Mar 31:
lazio lace thelr
moment of truth

this weekend in a
:!4 do-or-die battle
e with Juventus
that could well declde the

ftalian champlonship, reports
AFP.

Juventus are six points clear
of Lazio after their defeat here
to AC Milan last weekend - but a
full 10 points in front of third-
placed AC Milan, effectively
making it a two-horse race.

And both those horses will
be in action at the Stadio Delle
Alpi In Turin on Saturday
night, with Lazio coach Sven
Goran Eriksson betting double
or quits.

If his team lose, Juventus
will almost certainly win their
26th league title in the club's il-
lustrious history, and probably
with a few weeks to spare.

Unbeaten at home all sea-
son, after winning 12 of their 14
games there, the odds are
clearly on Juventus' side.

However, a second consecu-
tive defeat after their upset at
San Siro really would throw the
championship wide open.

Team morale would be badly
hit and they already have a
much tougher fixture list ahead
- including a trip back here to
face Inter Milan - than their
Rome rivals.

Despite the lacklustre sup-
port so far, coach Carlo An-
celotti Is hoping for a pood
turnout in Turin for their
biggest match of the season.

Home advantage is particu-
larly important when two
teams are very evenly
matched,” he said. "It can turn
the game.”

Equally tmportant though,
he believes, will be Juventus'
ability to put Lazio under pres-
sure right from the start and to
prevent their opponents from
settling,

"We have to take the match
in hand, whatever Lazlo's ap-
proach might be." he said.

Ancelotti will be looking for
soals from the two men who
fired blanks in Italv's midweek
defeat to Spain, Alessandro Del
Picro and Filippo Inzaghi. sup-
ported by France's Zinedine Zi-
dane

Eriksson meanwhile
watched his men score a crucial
derby victory over AS Roma
last weekend and declared: "The
championship has been re-
opened

‘It's going to be hard to win
in Turin, but that's what we'll be

going for... our season has
turned the corner. The victory
in London (over Chelsea) re-

stored our conlidence.”
Lazlo are through to the
Champions League quarter-fi-

Sport

nals and an Itallan Cap final
with Inter, as well as challeng-
ing for the Serle A title,

Eriksson added: "lI've got a
great squad - one that still
wants to fight on every front.
That's what we're after, and
we're not glving up on any-
thing."

Further down the table, four
teams are contenders for Italy's
two places In the Champlions
League preliminary rounds -
relgning champlions AC Milan
(49pts), Inter (48), Parma (46)
and Roma (45).

Two of those meet on Sunday
night, when Milan travel to
Parma for a match that could go
a long way to saving Alberto
Zaccheroni's season, and even
lils job as team coach,

Inter, who suffered an upset
defeat to Lecce last weekend, are
at home to another southern
club, va?un. while Roma try to
pick up the pleces after three
consecutive league defeats
against Udinese,

FIXTURES (1300 GMT unless
stated):

Saturday: Florentina v
I_‘Illl[]i_f‘llil.', Juventus v Lazio (1830
GMT)

Sunday: Bari v Cagliarl, In-
ter Milan v Reggina, Perugia v
Torino, AS Roma v Udinese,
Venezia v Lecce, Verona v Pla-
cenza, Parma v AC Milan (1830
GMT)

Veron plots Juve’s

| 200

MILAN, Mar 31:
Lazio's midfield
star Juan Sebas-
tian Veron

warned Juventus
on Friday that he
was ready to beat them single-
handed in this weekend's
crucial championship match,
reports AFP.

Veron is on a roll alter scor-
ing the winner in last weekend's
derby against AS Roma and
bagging two more in Argenti-
na's 4-1 win over Chile in a
2002 World Cup qualifier in
midweek.

Now he wants to use that
form in Turin on Saturday
night, when Lazio try to halve
Juventus' lead to three points
and throw the Serie A champi-
onship wide open again.

Juventus, who are coming
off a 2-0 defeat here to AC Mi-
lan, will be in big trouble if they
lose a second time in eight days.

"l say that we can win it, and
that if we do, they'll go to
pleces,” Veron told the Gazzetta
dello Sport from Buenos Aires

“They'll start to tremble and
they'll lose control of the Situa-
tion.

"To know that they've seen
Six points go up in smoke in two

matches is enough to put the
righteners on anyone... | think
they'd still be afraid if it fin-
ished up as a draw," he said.

"But if we won, they really
would be in trouble.

"The team with something to
lose is Juventus. We can only do
well. We'll have to be careful

gr‘#}-‘“‘ it s o
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JUAN VERON

downfall

and study what is happening -
and then strike. Without
mercy.”

As for who could deliver that
blow, Veron said: "l scored the
winner in the derby and scored

. In the World Cup qualifiers.
Perhaps I can keep this run go-
ing and score again In Turin -
another winner.

"Lazio have a lot of players
who can get goals. But if, to win,
we need someone to pull off
something extraordinary, then
I'm ready.”

Veron was plaving with two
ol his club teammates against

Chile - mudlielders Diego Sime-
one and Nestor Sensini - and he
dismissed any notion of Lazio
sullering on Saturday from jet-
lag atter their victory in Buenos
Aires,

"Matches like this one are
good for your morale," he said.
"Shimeone, Sensini and and |
looked each other in the eye and
we knew that winning had done
us good. Victory gives you heart
and beats fatigue.

- "On the plane back, we'll al-
ready be' preparing for the
match against Juventus,” he
said. "This is another Lazio.
And if jet lag gives us adrenalin
- let's use it to beat Juventus.”

"Zoff sets Euro 20

MILAN, Mar 31:
Italy coach Dino
Zoff said on
Thursday that his
team were aiming
lor the semi-
finals at Euro

lespite facing a barrage of
criticism for their 2-0 friendly
defeat to Spain, reports AFP

The knives may not be out
yet for Zoff - but the blades were
definitely being sharpened after
their embarassing performance
at Barcelona.

Zoff, a master at damage
limitation, tried to talk up the
prospects of a country who
failed to make it past the first
round at Euro 96 in England.

"Our objective at the Euro-
pean championships is to reach
the semi-finals,” he told re-
porters in Rome. "If we don't
overestimate ourselves and
don't underestimate ourselves
either, we can achieve that.”

Dismissing claims that he
had made too many changes -
seven - during the match and
blundered over the system of
play, he said: "We were playing
alright in the first half, but uli-'-
ter that it was a struggle.

“l don't accept accept the crit-
icism about the substitutions or
the system ... il anything, we
have to accept the fact that in
an international match
(referees) don't whistle fouls at a
rate of 55 a match - like they do
at home. And therefore the pace
increases dramatically.”

Picking favourites for the

Bari booter
faces doping
probe

BARI, Italy, Mar 31: Bari
teenager Antonio Cassano, seen
as a future star of Itallan soccer,
has been summoned before dop-
ing Investigators after initially

Bowler oM R W
McGrath 215 B 58 4
Lee L N o
Warne A2 ) .45 |
Miller | R - . 0
Martyn s ks 0
AUSTRALIA: First Innings
Hayden ¢ Parore b O'Connor 2
Slater not out 2
Wame not out 0
Extras: 0
Total: (For 1 wkt in 5 overs) 4

Fall of wkt: 1-3

To bat: Justin Langer, Mark

Waugh, Steve Wauﬁh. Damien
rist, Collin

Martyn, Adam Gilc

o

Miller, Brett Lee, Glenn Mec-

Grath.

Bowler O M R w
p Cairns 3 | 3 0
t O'Connor 2 iat ) !
; . Umplres: Arani Jayap-
! rakash (Ind) and Steve Dunne
: (NZ) ;
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refusing a drug test, ANSA news
agency reported on Friday, re-
ports AFP.

Cassano, a 17-year-old
playmaker compared by Lazio
coach Sven Goran Eriksson to
Diego Maradona, refused to
take a test after Barl's Serie A
match agalnst Parma on March
12, claiming he was unable to
urinate,

Shortly afterwards, he was
able to provide a samnple, but the
incident still found its' way into
an official report and from
there to the dmf,-hustlng nves-
tigators of the [tallan Olympic
Committee (CONI).

They have now opened an

have summoned Cassano, Bar-
I's

them in Rome on April 10.

enquiry into the Incident and

team doctor Alfonso De
Nicola and the anti-doping in-
spector at the match, Gaetano
Sassanelli, to appear before

finals in Holland and Belgium,
he said: "Spain, the hosts and
then us, too if we can play to the
best of our abilities."

Zoff said he had finished the
period of experiments with the
team and would return to a 4-4-
2 format
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The move will be welconed
by Iltalian newspapers who
turned a malevolent eye on him
after his team’'s third defeat in
five matches.

The Gazzetta dello Sport's
editor Candido Cannavo
branded them a “team for
small-time football, without
ideas, without a future”

And he summed up: "There
doesn’t seem any point having
any thoughts or making any
judgements about a national
side In which seven players pet
substituted.

“It's impossible to under-
stand what strategy lay behind
these lmpromptu brainwaves, il
not to give a certain touch of the
ridiculous to an Italian crisis
which is now out in the open.”

Giannil Mura, La Repubbli-
ca's football expert, wrote: "It
was surprising to see just how
much better’ the Spanish
played, compared to us. The
difference was enormous.”

And he concluded by saying:
“There are two more friendlies
to play and then it's the Euro-
pean championships. You'd
need blind falth to put Italy
among the favourites, (But) It's
better not to add any more.”

The pain was particularly
felt as both Spanish goals came
from corners being headed in
unchallenged - and this against
4 slde who are supposed to op-
erate man-to-man marking in
dead ball situations.

But for the Corrlere della
Sera, the biggest disappoint-

0 target

ment was that Italy simply
failed to make an impact.

"The second defeat in three
Iriendlies leaves a distressing
image, above all because of the
team’'s impotence when it came
to imposing their game,"” wrote
Clancarlo Padovan.

Italy's poor spell started
with a 3-2 qualifying defeat to
Denmark in Naples last
september and continued with
a 0-0 draw in Belarus, albeit one
which saw them reach the Euro
linals after a lacklustre cam-
paign.

I'hey were subsequently
beaten 3-1 by Belgium at Lecce
but squeaked a 1-0 win over
Sweden thanks to a late
Alessandro Del Piero penalty -
before Wednesday's latest set-
back.

They now face Portugal in
Reggio Calabria on April 26 and
Norway in Oslo, on June 3. The
game against the Portuguese,
who beat Denmark 2-1 on
Wednesday, will be an impor-
tant one for Zoff's future.

Leeds stand
by Duberry

LONDON, Mar 31: UEFA Cup
semi-finalists Leeds United
sald that they would still select
defender Michael Duberry after
he was charged on Thursday
with attempting to pervert the
course of justice following an
assault on a student, reports
AFP.

The charging of 24-year-old
Duberry, who signed from
Chelsea for 4.5 million pounds
(7.2 million dollars) last sum-
mer, Is the latest blow to the
Premiership highflyers who
were fined a rt‘(‘ur(f 150,000
pounds on Wednesday for their
part in the all-out brawl with
Premiership rivals Tottenham
Hotspur,

The former England Under-
21 centre-back answered balil at
a police station in Leeds where
he was formally charged.

Reserve team striker Tony
Hackworth, 19, who also an-
swered police bail, was charged
with grievous bodily harm with
intent and affray.

Both will appear before
Leeds Magistrates Court on
Tuesday April 4.

The charges follow an inci-
dent in the city centre on Jan-
uary 12 when student Sarfraz
Najeib, 19, was attacked and
left with cuts to his face, a bro-
ken nose and broken leg,

Two Leeds United stars have
alrecady appeared in court
charged in connection with the
incident.

Lee Bowyer,. 23, .and
Jonathan Woodgate, 20, ap-
peared before Leeds magistrates
on March 17. accused Dh:am.ing
grievous bodily harm with in-
tent and affray.

| which worried

| Bundesliga preview

Top two look
for edge

MUNICH, Mar 31: Bayern
Munich and Bayer Leverkusen
0 Into this weekends
umdesliga action neck and
neck but Bayern could well have
ﬁut thelr nose in front by Satur-
ay night, reports AFP,

The relgning champlons
visit seventh-placed VIL Wolls-
burg comfortable in the knowl-
edge that they have never even
dro Ted a point against the
UEl!' Cup hopefuls.

After Bayern Munich's dis-
appointing result last week
when they had to twice come
from behind to salvage a draw
at home against Kalserslautern,
Ottmar Hitzfleld will be hoping
to fine tune his side before the
midweek Champlons League
quarter-final first leg clash
with Porto in Portugal,

Bayern have had a relatively
smooth ride through the group
phases of the European tour-
nament but Porto throw up a
formidable task as the knock-
out stages Kick In.

Bayver Leverkusen face an
awkward trip to Munich 1860.
who are hanging on to the last
Champlons League spot for next
season on goal difference over
Kaiserslautern.

Both teams are coming off
poor results last week, Lev-
erkusen being held 1-1 at home
by relegation candidates SC
Freiburg and Munich who were
comfortably beaten 2-0 by
Hamburg SV.

FIXTURES

Friday: SC Freiburg v Sp\r’gg
Unterhaching, SSV Ulm v MS
Duisburg

Saturday: Borussia Dort-
mund v Hamburg SV, Eintracht
Frankfurt v Arminia Blelefeld,

Hertha Berlin v Schalke 04, VIL

Wolfsburg v Bayern Munich,
1860 Munich v Bayer Lev-
erkusen

Sunday: Hansa Rostock v
Werder Bremen, Kaiserslautern
v VIB Stuttgart

Scottish Premiership

Ragers already

celebrating

GLASGOW, Mar 31: Rangers
virtually assured their 49th
Scottish Premier League title
when they crushed Celtic 4-0
last Saturday to extend their
lead over their Glasgow rivals
to 15 points, reports AFP.

And faced with basement
club Aberdeen on Saturday,
Dick Advocaat's men can move
even closer to retaining their
crown with just ten games to go.

The reigning champions top
the table with 65 points, 15
clear of Celtic, with Edinburgh
club Hearts in third on 40.

Rangers, however, refused to
rest on
ready leoking to strengthen
their squad for next season.

Advocaat is hoping to cap-
ture Fernando Ricksen from AZ
Alkmaar for a fee believed to be
around 3.75 million pounds (6
million dollars).

The 24-year-old was at Ibrox
on Thursday to finalise the deal
and become the eighth Dutch-
man at the club.

Right-back Ricksen will join
forces again with Advocaat, his
former youth coach, and was
captain of the Dutch Under-2:!
side.

Ricksen will see out the rest
of the season with the Dutch
club before returning to Glas-
gow in July.

Both Celtic and Hearts.
meanwhile, will qualify for the
UEFA Cup should they stay in
the top three when the season
ends - with Rangers almost as-
sured of a place in the Champi-
ons League provided they win a
two-legged play-off.

Celtic, still reeling after last
Sunday's humiliation, were
dealt another blow in midweek

when Co Adriaanse - one ol the
leading candidates for the
manager's post at Parkhead -
joined Dutch giants.

FIXTURES(kick-off
1500GMT unless stated):

Saturday: Aberdeen v
Rangers, Dundee v Hearts, Hi-
bernian v Dundee Utd, Mother-
well v St Johnstone

Sunday: Celtic v Kilmarnock
(k/o 1805)

Keegan won’t
treat Shearer
differently

LONDON, Mar 31: England
coach Kevin Keegan said on
Friday that he would not hesi-
tate and drop captain Alan
Shearer during Euro 2000 in
what will be his swansong
tournament, reports AFP.

Keegan, who brought
Shearer back to his native New-
castle from Blackburn Rovers
during his tenure as coach, de-
nied that he would be affected
by the memory of the hail of
abuse one of his predecessors
Graham Taylor received when
he substituted scoring legend
Gary Lineker at Euro 92 - in
what was also his last interna-
tional appearance,

"People underestimate Alan
and me {f they think anythin
Is guaranteed. If I think | nee
to change Alan Shearer 1 will
change him.” he told the Daily
Mail.

"What happened over Gary
Lineker wouldn't prevent me
taking him off. Alan knows
that .. [ don't need to say it." he
added.

As for who might partner
Shearer up front Keegan was op-
timistic that injury-plagued
Liverpool duo Michael Owen
and Robbie Fowler would be fjt
for selection when he finalises
the squad in two months tine.

| saw Robble at Liverpoo]
last Saturday .. he was answer.
ing the phones In reception
me a bit,

heir laurels and are al-
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Primera Liga preview

might be tired after midweek

MADRID, Mar 31 internationals and a month of
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against Socjedad, our hunt fo
the title will be over,” he sald.

(;tll:tl added ll': would be a
tough game as the Basque side
have it all to play fur.&l?oveﬂng
just two points above a relega-
tion position in 16th spot.

LONDON, Mar 31: o back against the title-top-

litle celebrations  pers.
have virtually The reigning champions
begun at OId have an impressive record

I'rafford although

' the fat lady has
vet to break into song with eight
ganmes to go and 24 points still
to play for in the race for the
English Premiership crown,
reports AFP.

With a seven point lead over
their closest chaﬂengers Leeds,
and a goal difference worth an-
other point, Manchester United
are firmly on course to retain
their title.

United are undefeated at the
‘Theatre of Dreams' all season
and the visit of West Ham on
Saturday should pose few prob-
lems for Sir Alex Ferguson's
Treble winners.

The Reds are expected to be at
full strength. Ryan Giggs. Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer, Henning
Berg, Jaap Stam and Mark
Bosnich were on international
duty this week - but all have re-
turned free from injury.

United are red hot 2-7
lavourites with British book-
makers and history tells us not

MLS to submit
application for
ladies’ pro league

NEW YORK, Mar 31: Major
League Soccer, the strugglin

men's pro league, ammunceg
Thursday that it will become
the second group to submit an
application for a professional
women's football league in the
United States, reports AFP.

On February 15, John Hen-
dricks of Discovery Communi-
cations announced that a peti-
tion was sent to the US Soccer
Federation for the formation of
the Women's United Soccer As-
sociation, to begin Spring 2001.
On Thursday, MLS officials
sald they were sending a letter
to US Soccer, notifying the
Sport's governing body of its in-
terest in forming a women's
league.

According to US Soccer, af-
ter all qualified and interested
groups have been identified. a
completed application and all
related documentation must be
submitted to the federation by
May 1. ’

After a review process and
full report, US Soccer's Na-

tional Council will vote on

sanctioning for one women's

pro league at its annual general

against the Hammers, winning
all of their last nine games
against the east London c%ub on
home soil.

The visitors do not travel
well and with just three victo-
ries on the road all season, it is
hard to envisage anything other
than a comfortable home win,

If West Ham are to defy the
odds, boss Harry Redknapp
must find a way of containing
United's rampant attack.

But Redknapp has problems
in defence with both Steve Potts
and Neil Ruddock injured and
Croatian international Igor
Stimac suspended, so much will
rest on the shoulders of England
under 21 star Rio Ferdinand if
they are to keep Giggs and
company at bay.

Ferdinand was masterful in
defence in the 3-0 win against
Yugoslavia on Wednesday, a re-
sult which saw England qualify
for the European under 2]
Championships in Slovakia,

Second-placed Leeds need to
claw back an average of a point
A4 game on leaders%.lnitcd. but
they have already lost eight
games this campaign - and no
team has won the title having
lost that many times.

The Yorkshiremen have 60
points, seven less than United.
alfter 30 games.

Australian international
Harry Kewell will attempt to
equal the scoring record at El-
land Road held by John McCole
and Peter Lorimer, of scoring in
SEven successive matches wﬁen
Leeds host Chelsea on Saturday.

Kewell netted his sixth in six
Efcunes in Sunday’s 2-1 defeat at

ague Cup winners Leicester.

helsea, in fifth on 52
Joints, are struggling to find the
ack of the net away from

home, and only Coventry. to-
ether with three clubs in the
rop zone have scored fewer on
the road.

But coach Gianluca Vialli's
goal-shy strikers have to redis-
cover their scoring touch if the
Blues are to secure a top-three
slot and qualify for next sea.
son’'s Champion League.

Third-placed Liverpool also
have European ambitions and
face a tricky away trip to
Coventry,

?urdan Strachan's men have
an impressive record at High-
field Road with ten wins l-lgrlllt !
less than Manchester United -

meeting from August 16-20, but hav
be lookin '

to build on the YOpu-

larity of tﬁe US Women's Their 4-0 home win over

Vel 1

Bradford two k
Team, which captured DC;?FT WEEeKs ago was fol-
World Cup elght montha e e :g;};eglﬂ¥daa 3::-0 defeat at Arsenal ¢

Who can stop Man. United?

harsh but he is not capable of

ccgrlr)tringl?ut lth]uw inevitable
nstruction that is necesss
said Schuster.

ber of the German side that
in 1980.

club Sevilla on Sunday in an at- Won their battle with French Real's star striker Fernando
tempt to widen their two-point  Striker Nicolas Anelka after he Morlentes and captain Fer-
lead at the top, reports AFP. apologized to his teammates for nando Hierro are still out in-
A couple of times last decade refusing to train for three days, jured making it an even more
Deportivo collapsed when it are‘{gst six polnts off top spot. difficult task.
seemed It would have been eas- clka, who has a history of Athletic Bilbao, on a run of
ler to win the league and, with temperamental outbursts, was seven matches without a win,
{:mt eight matches left, they will ~ Suspended for 45 days without  are only five points above a rel-
¢ hoping self-doubt does not Pay on March 13 and was sub- egation spot and will hope to
creep in again. sequently ostracized and forced  end tha:t sequence at home to
A S“‘itw"‘ume champlons l?a ttrjain alone following his Atletico Madrid. |
arcelona, who have cantered Stand. |
back to second spot after a slow Madrid midficlder Guti, who Bltuf;lax :P:IJeEESEc |
start to the season, host de- himsell has had disciplinary g Madr[dy ey
pleted Valencia and their Pproblems this season b"'“ﬁ Sunday Rayo Vallecano v
perennial rivals Real Madrid  sent-off in the fnaugural Worl Numancia Ccl¥a Vigo v Real
visit Real Sociedad in Saturday c¢lubs champlonship and In Re- Valladolid Ma“grcga < Ea
evening's match. al's final second phase Cham- panyol Racing Santander 5; J
Valencia, who recently lons League match with Alav};s ' Sevillagv Deportivo La :
qualified for the Champions Rosenborg, believes the So-  coruna Real Oviedol:roMala eL
l[,cagug tq?ane[rl-ﬂnalg. have a clcc:)a{l game is vital to their title  go Zaragoza v Real Betgf;' 4
o njure list while ambitions. ; 1 : fL
Barcelona's international stars Mwe don't win on Saturday gﬁ{){;;::ﬂfit;;t‘;’;:fﬁ;i;ﬁ?thlctlc
L ] L]
Hierro belives =
the Anelka affair
1S over
MADRID, Mar 31: Real Pb
Madrid captain Fernando Hi- A‘f
erro on Thursday sald after ag
training that the affair sur- cal
rounding suspended French Re
striker Nicolas Anelka was now
closed, reporst AFP. fle
Anelka, who has a history of cel
temperamental outbursts, re- | lef
fused to train for three days ear- |
lier this month. He was sus- Da
pended for 45 days without pay col
on March 13 and was subse- nes
quently ostracized and forced to fin
train alone. wil
*There is nothing to say - the be
debate is over. It's the club's de
cision and we will respect that, ho
Hierro said on Anelka's rejoin- thi
i&lag of the team early Wednes- the
Y.
“We spoke about the affair in. |  pl
the locker rooms and we think Ph
. | -, ] | t's better to concentrate on the dr:
- football side of things.” Hierro
"l J - _ \ added the other players would Ad
e be refusing to comment further th
- on the matter. Wi
: Anelka's salary remair 1! Vet
| suspended, according to ¢l v
_ “ spokesman Jaime Ussia.
- ' £ ‘
.y Olym pics won't
i . AR halt Spanish
- i , ' o TS
Y, A P - league
Bulgarian soccer star Krassimir Balakov (C) gives his BARCELONA. Spain, Mar 30: .
footprint on cement which will be placed on the Wall of | Fhe Spanish Football Federa- £
Glory in a sports complex in capital.Sofia on Mareh 30. | !ion announced here Thursday
Balakov last week announced that he would join the that the Spanish league chaniiy W:
: . . : : pionship will not postpone any '
Bulgarian national team again. He quitted the national ames during the Sydne Gl
side during the World Cup finals in France in 1998. lympic tournament that ].dcké ch
—AFP photo | off in September, reports AFP. A
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Liverpool boss Gerard Houl-
lier has hinted that striker

Michael Owen may start. fol- l1:3}1
lowing reports that the England
hitman was upset at being left Le
out for the visit of Newcastle th
last weekend. fo
A forward line of Owen, th
Guinean international Titi W
Camara and England's Emile di
Heskey should keep the home ni
defence on their toes. ¢ be
Liverpool are on 56 points, al
four behind David o'Leary's er
Leeds. |
Another team looking for a ki
Champions League place are ! F
Arsenal. i fourth on 54 wlio M
travel to south London rivals £
Wimbledon. S
The Gunners, who recorded
their fourth straight win on
Sunday against Coventry, have
lost only four times to the Dons |
at Selhurst Park in 13 league |
meetings. '
But Egil Olsen's men can
take some comfort from the 1-1 .
draw they earned when they [j
visited Arsenal back in Decem- ,
ber - only four clubs have left P
Highbury with points all sea- g
= I
FIXTURES (kick-o :
1500GMT unless st.atLd): Sl I
Saturday: Coventry City v % L
Liverpool, Everton v Watford, ‘
Leeds v Chelsea. Manchester -
United v West Ham United, ‘ .
Newcastle United v Bradford : :
City, Sheffield Wednesday v As- | :
ton Villa, Southampton v Sun- j
derland, Wimbledon v Arsenal t
_ Sunday: Derby County v Le- .
icester City (k/o 1300) " :
Monday: Tottenham Hotspur Jj l
v Middlesbrough (k/o 2000) i
X

Schuster not

a Ribbeck
fan : i

BERLIN, Mar 31. Former |
German international Bernd |
Schuster told football magazine
Kicker on Thursday that Ger-

man head coach Erich Ribbeck =

R T T e —— |

should step down after the Euro
2000 tournament, reports AFP.

“After Euro 2000, that must

be the end for Ribbeck." said
Schuster, who was s
ter Germany's 1-1 draw in a

friendly international against '
Croatia in Zagre ¥

peaking af-

“He must not Stay as the na- =
lonal coach. I do not want to bed

-

who was a mems

he European Championship



