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City’s Depleting Playgrounds,

Canals and Water Bodjes

Our city Is already plagued
with a number of serious prob-
lems, namely traffic jam. air
pollution, mugging, terrorism,
hartals. Another equally sinis-
ter problem has recently been
added to these ones. The new
problem (s acute scarcity ol
playgrounds for children and
other young people of the city.

The impact of such a dearth
of playing fields on the mental

By A S M Nurunnabi

parks for children on account
of their derelict condition.

Stmilarly, it we look back to
the recent past, it may be re-
called that young groups be-
longing to Captan Bazar, Siddik
Bazar, Alu Bazar, Paltan, Faki-
rapool, Arambagh, Tikatuli,
and Gopibagh used to play on
the then Paltan Maidan. Now
that Maidan has shrunk into a
narrow strip of land.

water beneath the city, thereby
leading to the fall of ground
water table, as recent surveys
have shown,

Among the city canals, the
Dholai Khal, which once used to
be the artery of an fmportant
navigational route for country
boats has almost disappeared
due to four decades of wrong
policies of the city administra-
tion to construct roads by clos-

Rapld increase in mport of
DAP (diammonium pliosphate)
fertiliser has minimized the
pressure of growing demand for
urea this year.

Official sources confirmed a
production shortfall of urea by
at least four lakh tons this fi-
nancial year but it was well
covered by import of DAP, a
fertiliser popular among farm-
ers for its multi-purpose use,
DAP contains 18 per cent urea

DAP import i:ﬁpled
because of fall in
urea production

By Reaz Ahmad

year. against a demand for 22
lakh tonnes, official sources
said.

The production target was
lowered this year as some of the
urea factories have become old.,
The factories usually produced
over 20 lakh tons a year earlier.

Use and import of DAP
picked up at a gallopin
during the current IRRI-Boro
season because of its good per-
formance last year, importers

and physical growth of the ris- A blg part of the Paltan Ing the canal s < " Sinck, s intraduatioh i '
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obvious; particularly the ado-
lescents and the young groups
are so much affected by the ab-
sence of such facilities that they
turn to activities which tend to
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the Corporation for the chil-
dren of those localities have
since ceased to exist on account
of unauthorised occupation in
many cases lor use ol -
promptu shops or they have be-
come haunts of anti-social ele-
nients or are unfit for use as

building the Hockey Stadium.
where the prime consideration
IS to set up a good many shops of
electronic commodities. Own-
ing to its becoming a busy busi-

four decades.

The disappearance of the
canal network has not only ag-
gravated the city's drainage
problem, but also, apart from
depriving the city of its natural
beauty. has been causing loss of
the annual recharge ol gronnd

Other important khals of the
city, such as the Segunbagicha
Khal that extended from Shah-
bagh to the Jirani Khal, the Be-
gunbari Khal extending from

encroachments on parts of the
river and its banks.

The overall impact of these
environmentally ruinous de-
velopments, unless checked as
carly as possible for possible
redemption, may pose dire

predicament for the city life. |
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and Hindus prayed and vowed leaving their bodles strewn out- Gurcharan Singh Tohra. ad- overnment has created Pakistan denies that it pro-

to fight terrorism as they con-
verged on this Kashmir village
where suspected separatist mil-

Sikhg, Hindus vow to fight
terrorism in Kashmir

side the village's Sikh's temple.
The village is about 70 Kilo-
meters from Srinagar, Kash-

dressed nearly 6,000 Sikh resi-
dents of Chati Singhpura in an
orchard outside the village and

week-long programmes by
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Bangladesh Chhatra League be-

ginning tomorrow in support of

thelr respective demands that
include withdrawal of en-
hanced admission fees for first
vear students.

BCL also demands construc-
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But the Cabinet ministers,
MPs and party leaders are busy
making their own fortune
through illegal means. People

about economic development.
Presided over by president of
Khalishpur thana BNP Md. Mu-

jibar Rahman, the meeting was

Dakhil students,” a highly
placed source at the Board told
The Daily Star yesterday. Com-
puter and agricultural studies
will be made compulsory in the
proposed curriculum, he said.

About 1.5 lakh students
come out of madrassahs in the
country every year with little
knowledge about of modern sci-
ence and technology.

‘Separate syllabus for every
subject will be prepared by
June, If we can prepare the syl-
labuses in time and print
books, the new curriculum will
be introduced from 2001," the
source added.

There will be three groups —

like the Secondary School Cer-
tificate (SSC) curriculum.

“Our aim is to bring the
Dakhil curriculum at par with

* He agreed with the corre-

Certificate (HSC) level. Many
students after passing Alem ex-
aminations get admission at
BUET, medical colleges and
universities through competi-
tive tests, he mentioned.

Asked whether the new syl-
labus would be acceptable to
madrassah teachers and stu-
dents, the official the Board's
Academic Council which in-
cludes madrassah teachers has
already approved the plan to
amend the curriculum. If neces-
sary, there will be a national
workshop én the issue.

spondent that there will be cri-
sis of trained teachers in intro-

teach only religious subjects.
Teachers having B. Sc and B.

Com degrees will be trained to

teachh science and commerce

cal 1997-98 under a government
initiative, yearly import of
DAP tripled to one and a half
lakh tonnes so far this year,
importers told The Daily Star.

has started picking up with the
approach of summer.

State Minister for Energy
Prof Rafiqul Islam made the
observations at a workshop on
Management Strengthening for
Transmission Line sponsored
by E-7 group comprising eight
electricity organisations of six
developed countries — Japan,
Germany, France, Italy, Canada
and USA in the city yesterday.

Seven experts from the E-
group and 32 from Power De-
velopment Board, Dhaka Elec-
tric Supply Authority, Power
Grid Company of Bangladesh,
BUET and two private organisa-
tions took part in the work-

riendly environment for for-
eign investment in the power
sector and ensured trans-

DAP in the
country, the government has
meantime sought Chinese as-
sistance to set up a DAP factory,
olficials said.

Earlier, BDR and BSF had a
high level three-day meeting in
Khulna since Tuesday and both
the sides agreed to maintain a
peaceful atmosphere in border-
ing areas,

The two country's joint bor-
der survey has been postponed
due to'the prevailing tense situ-

ation in some bordering areas,
sources added.

Pakistan
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cannol resume until Pakistz.i
creates the right atmosphere,

[t says this entails calling =

halt to "cross-border terrorism'

vides anything more than
moral, political and diplomatic
support for the cause of self-de-

itants massacred 35 Sikhs mirs summer capital. advised them against leaving addrassél by Moudiad AfRmed that SSC so that madrassah subjects, he said. parency in this field. termination in India's Jammu
durulg US President Bill Clin- The attack cast a shadow on iIam]nu-lmalunir_ state, E{l ’1“‘ iqu Y Mot b e : The government also im- and Kashmir state. where a sep-
ton's visit to India, reports AP. Clinton's visit to India and Thousands of Hindus have KI“I ':1 3 I-I'll AR ] ’ plemented several development aratist rebellion has raged for a
_ Pakistan last week. Both coun- fled the Kashmir valley and mi- 1;1 PR L TLERARN) lormer programmes in power produc- decade.
Traveling from nearby tries claim Kashmir and have grated to ulriglltwmr-ihg states speaker _f)l.ll;-'lkh” R{w;mk Ali, UN]DO tO hel roceSS tion transmission and distribu- India controls about 45 per ¢
northern states of Punjab. gone to war twice over the Hi- following attacks by the Is- | former minister Tariqul Islam. p tion system. cent of the disputed Himalai?an
Haryana and New Delhi. the malayan territory. lamic militants since the out- former whip Ashraf Hossain. He hoped that the govern- territorv comprising fhe res

Sikhs and Hindus joined the
bereaved families at a religious
ceremony held in a Sikh temple
marking the end of the mourn-
ing period.

They offered flowers and
bowed their heads in prayer.

Indian police say the attack
on March 20 was carried out by
17 gunmen, mostly infiltrators
from Pakistan along with

Today, most shops, busi-
nesses, schools and banks in
Jammu-Kashmir and Punjab
states remained closed in re-
sponse to a call for general
strike given by Sikh organisa-
tions to pay homage to those
killed by the suspected mili-
tants.

Top Sikh leaders from Sikh-
majority Punjab state, includ-

break of insurgency in 1989.

Nearly 50,000 Sikhs live in
Jammu-Kashmir state but they
had never been targeted by the
militants. The March 20 killing
was the first major attack on
the Sikh community.

Jammu-Kashmir state is the
only Muslun majority state in a
predominantly Hindu India.

MP's son sued
under PSA

COMILLA, Mar 31: A case

/ Downing of naval plane

Pakistan to sue India

city mayor Sheikh Tayebur
Rahman and city president M,
Nurul Islam.

Khaleda Zia said the Public
Safety Act has been created to
crush the democratic forces in
the country. The Act will ulti-
mately ring the death Kknell of
the Awami League government,
she said and added that if voted
to power, BNP will implement
programmes aimed at meeting
the people’s basic needs.

Addressing local elite at the
Circuit House tonight Khaleda
Zia said the country started
heading towards a deep crisis
alter Awami League govern-
ment came to power,

tannery wastes

4

A UN-agency aided prof-
itable venture will process lan-
nery wastes at Hazaribagh,
weighing an estimated 28,000
tons a year, reports UNB.

Under the government pro-
ject, the huge untanned solid
wastes generated by the tanning
industry would be treated into
byproducts that would earn
profit for the national exche-
quer on one hand and check
pollution on the other.

According to a recent esti-
mate, about 70,000 tons of raw

ronmental degradation.

One of the outputs envisaged
under the project is the prepa-
ration of a comprehensive de-
sign for a pilot demonstration
plant to utilise the untanned
solid wastes.

Dr DVR Prakash Rao, a vet-
erinarian and animal nutri-
tionist, was engaged in studying
the untanned solid waste sce-
nario, make recommendations
for the utilisation of the wastes
and prepare a comprehensive
design for a pilot demonstra-

ment will be able to give elec-
tricity to all with implementa-
tion of all plans and pro-
grammes by the year 2020.

gions of Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh. Pakistan holds just
over a third of the territory and
China controls the remainder.

rate
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budget.
“The development partners

noted that the existing pipeline

of previous aid commitments is
the most important source of
external resources for the cur-
rent year's annual development

Faster reform linked

Since the donors would pre-
fer to concentrate in Paris on
substantive dialogue on devel-
opment issues, they felt that it
would be more useful to provide
available information on de-
velopment assistance to you
now, rather than in Paris, the

!
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was filed with local police un- Free and fair election is | hides and skins are processed tion plant together with specifi- | programme. The development |Jetter said.
der the Public Safety Act before World C UI't needed to salvage the country | jn the Hazaribagh tanneries a  cations of equipment required | partners, sharing the govern- Kibria said at a press brief- (P
HgﬂiI]!‘il the son of a n]]i]]g party O fF'fHI] this situation, she said. VeAar. and a cost-benefit analvsis. ment's desire to accelerate the lng }'esterda}' that the bulging <
MP here on Thursday, reports ‘The people will reject Awami | © And the quantity of un- The expert visited the Haz- pace of disbursements, empha- ipeline Is not necessarily the ¢
UNB. AMSTERDAM, Mar 31 states and disputes related to League {f a fair poll is held." tanned solid wastes, namely aribagh tannery hub and rec- sised that further action was ailure of the government or the ]
Police said Motaher Hos- | Pakistan will sue India before hostilities and armed conflicts. She said the polls held under | raw trimming, wet limed ommended extraction of glue of | necessary to remove con- donors. ir
sain, sub-assistant engineer of | the World Court on Monday for On Monday, lawyers from | the AL government were not fleshing, pelt-trimming gener- fleshing meal as the most fea- Straints to timely project and “Both government and D
Chowddagram Thana Public shooting down one of its naval Pakistan will open their case, free and fair, and the govern- | ated in this leather hub is esti- sijble option. programme implementation. donor procedures are compli-
Health Engineering Depart- | planes last year, killing 16 trying to convince the judges | ment rigged all the by-elections. | mated 28,000 tons. In many countries, the un- | They also felt that further de- cated and time consuming.
ment office, filed the case people, reports Reuters. that these exceptions do not Justifying her party's oust- "The disposal of the heaps of tanned solid wastes generated velopment of sector approaches There are many rigid require- b
against Mainul Hassan, son of Pakistan is asking the In- apply to the Atlantique inci- | government movement, BNP | wastes which are susceptible to by the tanning industry are could provide a framework for ments by the donors and funds
Abdul Hakim MP of Comilla-7. | ternational Court of Justice in dent. chairperson said it was aimed bacterial attacks poses a serious utilised to produce a variety of accelerated utilisation of pro- are not released unless these are
and three of his accomplices. The Hgue to rule that arch foe The hearings will last until to protest the injustice of the threat to the environment,” the commercially valuable pfgd- ject and programme assistance met fully,” the minister said. |
They were charged with toll | India was responsible for bring- Thursday, with two rounds of | government and save the coun- project survey says, ucts such asbglue. fleshing meal and looked forward to dis- He also said that the gov-
collection and snatching a tim- | ing down its surveillance air- arguments from both sides. iry from ruination. Officials said at the request and dog chews. cussing these issues in Paris.” emment would pursue the pol- do
ber-laden truck on Wednesday. craft, the Atlantique, on August A ruling could take four Chaired by district BNP | of the government, the United Fleshing meal, being a pro- While appreciating the fi- icy of transparency, account-
In his case, the plaintiff al- 10. months. president M A H Selim, the Nations Industrial Develop- tein-rich substance, is used in | -nance minister's request for ability and quick implementa-
leged that the four men de- [t wants India to pay com- Pakistan and India are | meeting was attended by | ment Organisation under a the preparation of poultry feed. indications of aid availability tion of programmes. “But no hz
manded a huge amount of toll | pensation to Pakistan and to among 62 countries to have Hlluln;l_ City Corporation project is assisting tanneries to The total cost of the iirt}ject to facilitate the government’'s revolutionary changes should th
from him when he started con- the families of the dead person- signed up to the World Court's | Mavor Tayebur Rahman and sustain, possibly expand, with- designed to produce 3,000 tons budgetary planning, the donors be expected. Although it will be
structing a house on his own | nel, most of them young jurisdiction. local leaders of the party. out causing unnecessary envi- See page 11 col 6 noted that they plan their de- an election year, there is no log-
land at Badurtala adjacent to | trainees. The court has 24 cases on its velopment assistance pro- Ical reason for reforms to slow St
the residence of the MP, The incident, termed an 'act docket including a complaint grammes through consulta- down next yeary The opposition ’
The timbers, which were he- of military aggression' by Pak- by Yugoslavia against NATO R <F W= tions with the government at parties are alsg aware about the
ing taken to a local sawmlll, | istan, heightened tension be- states involved in air strikes A S ot | diflerent times during the year need for reforms and they ; Pl
were later recovered by police | tween the neighbouring coun- last year and a dispute between w - = and. therefore, the Economic should not block the process.
along with the truck. ries just a month after they Libya and the United States and : - Relations Division already has Those who act to slow down re-
pulled back from the brink of Britain over the Lockerbie air- the information needed for forms do not want the country’s ma
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bring the Proteas back in the
game after the loss ol two early
wickets. Mark Boucher was
batting on 35.

Earlier, a sparkling century
stand by openers Imran Nazir
and Shahid Afridi lifted Pak-
istan to 263 for six from 50
OVErs.

The palir rattled up 123 by
the 22nd over after captain

Moin Khan won his fifth suc- s . Ntk e e A of old clothes, furniture, an Issued in the interest of vour child’s health by &
cessive 1oss In the tournament ‘_’n"‘ ﬂﬂ"-' -‘:_tl f‘h ( .5.;?11 €S -'*"-‘I' household waste — was piled up <R B 2 . -
and elected to take first strike. tween states In accordance with  pajf way to the cejling in all Si3 SICE E |

The middle-order lost its
way before Inzamam-ul Hagq
smashed 53 to leave the South
Africans chasing a victory tar-
get of more than five runs an
over.

+ | 229 TE! I d y
The 18-vear-old Nazir India argues the World .. Area, Dhaka-1208 : » L€Jgaon Industrial
smashed seven boundaries and Court's judges do not have ju- st L[E:;ral people at their village Dhﬂﬁa-ll}OO. gditu?‘?nlbe%[g\t;:fgzdmwmld' 1‘1’% o ﬁntuhegl eh
two sixes in his 69, Afridi naede risdietion, 'citing a so-called ' 3 ! ominercia ffices: 19 Karwan

52 off 48 balls studded with five
fours and a six.

See also page 13

war over the disputed Hi-
malayan region of Kashmir.

Pakistan says the aircralft
was in its air space when India
lired air-to-air missiles. It also
says Indian helicopters
sieaked into Pakistan to pick
up crash debris in an effort to
convince others the Atlantique
had been in Indian air space

India says the plane intruded
into Its alrspace and was fired
on after warnings were given, so
Pakistan is to blame.

The World Court s the main
judicial organ of the United Na-

international law,

Its decisions are binding and
without appeal.

However, before the court
can rule, it must first decide
whether it has jurisdiction over
the case at all.

reservation it filed in 1974 to
exclude disputes between India

and other Commonwealth

line bombing.

10 yrs n rubbish

SARREGUEMINES, Mar 31:
A bO-year old Frenchwoman
and her mentally handicapped
daughter have been taken into
local authority care after being
found living in a house contain-
ing 10 yvears of accumulated
rubbish, reports AFP.

According to local health of-
ficials, the rubbish — consisting

eight rooms.

The pair lived without water,
telephone, heating or proper
sanitation, and ate oulside us-
ing a bin as a fridge. Thv?r only
entered the house — which was
infested with rats — at night to

in northeast France sald they
delivered their rubbish to the
two women because they sald

they were Interested in it

'

Garments workers vesterda

staged a token sit-in in front of the Jatiya Press Club in the

city to press their demand for weekly holiday on Friday.

such planning.

development.”

— Star photo

SmithKiine Beecham, Belgium

Do you want your children to lose school days ?
Miss crucial exams for Chickenpox?

Vaccination can now prevent it.
Ask your doctor how!
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