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The following Review-article has
been written on the central theme of

support from foreign countries, Many
of them succeeded In that venture of

galning foreign support for their gov-

Author time :;_nd again points his finger to the faulty arrangement of modern nation-states, which
have been failing to address major issues of humanity, environment, and mankind. The author finds

the three books of renowned author
Robert Kaplan, who is very famous for

his Balkan Ghosts
| Kaplan, Robert D, The Ends of the

Earth : From Togo to Turkmenistan,
from Iran to Cambodia, a Journey to
the Frontiers of Anarchy. Vintage
Books, 1997, pp.476;

2. Kaplan, Robert D. The Ends of the
Earth: A Journey at the Dawn of the
20th Century, Random House, 1996,

3. Kaplan, Robert D. The Coming
Anarchy : Shattering the Dreams of
the Post Cold War, Ramdom House,

2000, pp.208

HE central theme of these three

books is the identity crisis of

modern Nation-states and

nationalities. These books are
compilation of authors essays
published in different reputed
journals during the 1990-s. Most of the
essays focus on the reality of post-Cold
War period. Describing major chal-
lenges faced by many nations and
their states the author present a pic-
ture of preset-day world politics and
its consequence on the entire human-
ity. Through these books the author
takes his readers into a long journey
from Freetown of Sierra Leone to Far
East. The route has been taken
through the Nile Delta, Central Asia
and South Asia including Bengal. The
author finds that the Sub-Saharan
Africa and the Sub-Continent of Asia
{s in fact the most vulnerable regions
of the World.

“The Indian sub-continent, like
sub-Saharan Africa, constitutes its
own environmental, ¢limatic, 'and
bacteriological field” (Book, 1, p. 343)

But those human tragedies could
not draw the proper attention of big
plavers of international politics.
Though after the test of nuclear blast
by both India and Pakistan now again
the Sub-continent drew some atten-
tion of big powers, vet wellbeing of the
masses were not put in perspective. It
appears that the entire preset-day in-
ternational order has been driven by
arms race and/or superficial political
agenda. According to the author real
humane concern in international
politics has already been lost. Only be-
cause of some apparent political rea-
sons the Balkan and Middle Eastern
regions have been getting more
prominence in the agenda of world
politics.

Many readers may find it difficult
to agree with the author that the na-
tionality policies of some important
countries such as Russia or Turkey is
more serious problem than the Arab-
Israeli conflicts. Some readers may
feel that maybe the author is somehow
correct in the case of Serbian aggres-
sion against Bosnian and Kosovo-Al-
banian Muslims or Russian aggres-
sion against the Chechen Muslims.
But for the author the source of real
tension is not the religious conflicts,
which he regards as the symptoms of
disease, not the cause of the disease.

For an important country like
Turkey, which in fact had its own
empire, now cannot solve even some
basic problems of its own. The author
thinks that even the military defeats

poems

Last night on Earth
by Fayyaz

It’s the last night on Earth
haven't

And 1
place to stay.

still

that some very important countries such as Brazil, Nigeria,
ungovernable, while many territorial boundaries of African a
or harmful for the general masses. The present-day manki

and demographic stress not bgcause of scarcity of resources; it is the uneven distribution of
powers and wealth among the different nationalities and groups both at national and international

levels made the world-politics and economy anarchic.

of the Turks against the Russian
caused less harm to the Turkish people
that the Turkish government's own
wrong policies towards Kurdish Mus-
lims. The author gives appropriate
emphasis on consequence of the Turk-
Kurd conflicts over last few decades.
What is the point of destroying a pow-
erful Muslim people like Kurds by the
Turkish governments, who also ut-
terly failed to address of the real prob-
lems of Turkish Muslims. The author
questioned about the nationality con-
tlicts between Turks, Arabs and even
Persians and does not see any sense of
those contlicts for the people of the
Muslim world. In fact one would say
that author gives too much emphasis
on the Muslim countries and people
while he has been explaining the
common issues of the entire mankind.

Author time and again points his
finger to the faulty arrangement of
modern nation-states, which have

been failing to address major issues of

humanity, environment, and
mankKkind. The author finds that some
very important countries such as
Brazil, Nigeria, India, and Turkey.
have been becoming ungovernable,
while many territorial boundaries of
African and Asian states are either
meaningless or harmful for the gen-
eral masses. The present-day
mankind is under tremendous envi-
ronmental and demographic stress
not because of scarcity of resources; it
is the uneven distribution of powers
and wealth among the different na-
tionalities and groups both at na-
tional and international levels made
the world-politics and economy anar-
chic.

Since the Industrial Revolution
specialization in particular area of
knowledge and skill has received a far
greater importance than ever before.
Deep penetration in all spheres of
technical knowledge and know-how
was necessary for the quick advance-
ment of all branches of science and
technology. Learning process has been
thoroughly compartmentalized, and
specialization in a very narrowed area
of science occupies a very important
pre-condition for new discoveries, As
a result number of discoveries and in-
ventions has increased dramatically.
Technological know-how has become
the main driving force of human so-
cieties, states, financial institutions,
industries, agriculture, and educa-
tional institutions.

Miracles brought by the scientific
and technological advancement over
shadowed the importance of knowl-
edge in human sciences. Natural sci-
ences have started to dominate all
spheres of human life and society. As
if human being is so committed to

natural sciences that he forgot of him-
self. As a result development and en-
richment of human qualities suffered
tremendously. Unguarded implemen-
tation of technological discoveries
brought immense destruction to envi-

ronment and societal affairs of hu-
man beings. Atheistic, anti-religious,
non-spiritual, and merely materialist
approaches towards life made human
being more reckless than ever before.
Indiscriminate and comprehensive
exploitation of a vast majority of hu-
man race by a tiny group of people
made the gap between rich and poor
intolerable at state, regional and in-
ternational levels. In this backdrop
emergence of communist states and
powers was almost inevitable as im-
minent was their collapse.

During the Cold War era it was felt
everywhere that the moral fabric of all
states and societies had been weak-
ened substantially. The Western lead-
ers blamed the communist countries
for the degradation of human dignity
and invited all religious forces and
countries to stand for democracy and

forces @and Soviet comumpunism. A vast |
majority of the Muslim people and

leaders sided with the Western coun-

tries in their ideological battles

against the communist regimes.

The post-Cold War era has already
shattered almost all the pious dreams
and noble ideas of Welfare State and
New Global Economic Order. Interna-
tional drug and arms cartels, unpro-
voked crimes and criminal anarchy
sponsored by the governments and so-
called private armies, and scarcity of
resources to face the problems of envi-
ronmental degradation, hunger and
disease are now common phenomenon
all over the world.

Now a question has been frequently
asked whether the post-Cold War Era
really had/has any pious dreams for
the causes of Human Rights, Rule of
Law, Democracy and so forth. The
same question can be put to the pro-
cess of European colonization of the
world, De-colonization process, Indus-
trial Revolution and so forth. The so-
called Third world countries have
emerged as a result of de-colonization
process of the world and they now con-
stitutes the bulk of Nation-states,
many of those now either geo-politi-
cally not at all viable as economic
entity or almost completely un-
governable because of corrupted party-
politics and ethnic conflicts.

"The prevailing situation in the
Muslim world in fact reveals the
world-politics in a better way for ev-
erybody living on our planet now. If we
look at the fifty-five Muslim Nation-
states then we can see how seriously

that can be mastered only
through time.

Logic has been coming over lately.
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a reality
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Curtains, crystal, tall armchairs;
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behind every breath

She is no ordinary woman

upon

And the unwanted message,

too late,
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plctures collide

A true art of self-destruction
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through the edge of

the boredom of sobriety.
And into the fleld of amnesty.

ock will ehime
Once for the end of time

And once for eternity

they have been becoming explosive in
recent years. The major source of ten-
sions In the Muslim world mistakenly
regarded as the religious issues. The
colonial legacy compounded with the
wrong nationality policies of the
Muslim nation-states made the situa-
tion horrible. The Muslim govern-
ments have been fighting fiercely over
the territorial boundaries drowned by
the colonial rulers,

The modern Turkey is the first typi-
cal Muslim Nation-state. It has a very
good credential’ for fighting against
all kinds of religiosity and Marxist
lorces. Thus the Western countries
have always supported the Turkish
governments, which cannot boost for
any real democratic success in the
country. The then united Pakistan
(1947-71) was the worst example of
failure of a Muslim nation-state; and
preset-day Pakistan is no good exam-
ple either. Thus for the author the idea
of Natjon-state is very dubious in its
alms and objectives. And for the Mus-
lims the essence of modern statehood

- has been becoming confused as the
Jiuman, rights "agaifist 'the 'Marxisty

deas of 1slam, h

The author intended to discover the
truth in the real dynamic of political
affairs of the Muslim world and unfor-
tunately he also got eonfused by the di-
chotomy of modern Muslim nations.

“One Sufi group, the Bektashis, sup-
ported Ataturk’'s secular nationalistic
movement, thought some Sufi orders
have worked against Ataturk’s secu-
larizing trend. Turgut Ozal, Turkey's
late president and prime Minister, was
a devout Sufi. Ozal's deep religious
commitment, combined with his in-
tense dislike of Muslim dictators such
as Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini and
Iraq's Saddam Hussain, would have
would have been warned Rumi’s heart.
Turkey's political future will be, influ-
enced by urbanization the pressures
brought upon individual Turks as they
fight to maintain their traditions in
big cities, particularly in the gecekon-
dus.” (Book 1, p.145)

It is really difficult to ascertain who
are democrat and dictator among

Muslim leaders, especially if they
are alive. Among the dead Muslim
leaders K. Ataturk got a name of pro-
gressive secular-democratic leader,
who is widely praised in the Western
and even in some Muslim literature.
But many critics find only a very thin
line between him and many contem-
porary Muslim despotic leaders. Thus
confusion over the credentials of the
Muslim leaders is very common both
in the writings of Muslim and non-
Muslim leaders. Robert Kaplan is no
exception to this rule.

Why is it so important to examine
the role of Muslim leaders in the na-

Through the struggle of living

Witness the birth

of divinity.

I will embrace that moment
with a heart of Gold.

India, and Turkey have been becoming
nd Asian states are either meaningless
nd is under tremendous environmental

tion-building efforts of their coun-
tries? The basic concepts of modern
Nation-state have been taken by many
Muslims as an anti-thesis of Khilafah,
a central political power for all Mus-
lim nations. As a result Muslims In
general reacted against the establish-
ment of a sovereign-state on the basis
of national or ethnic identities. But
problems around the issues of na-
tional identities and their reflections
in the behaviors of state authorities
have been mounting since the fall of
Abbasiad Khalifat in 1258. With the
rise of Ottoman Muslim governments
in fourteen century the Saffabids in
Iran took the national issues more

serious to undermine the Istanbul-
based Muslim governments. To boost
the Iranian challenge against the Ot-
tomans the Saffabids of Iran invited
the Shiite Ulema from around the
world to replace Hanafi School of
Fikh (law) in fifteen century C.E. and
subsequently made the Jafari Fikh the
official legal source of Iran. Conflicts
between the Turks and the Arabs had
been surfacing with a greater speed

during the entire eighteen century C.E. '
But the mainstream Muslim, politi-

clans and Jurists for a long time ig-
nored this vital issues of modern
statehood and claimed that the Mus-
lim nations cannot/should not go for
any nation-state. In this backdrop K.
Attaturk declared himself as the
founder of modern nationalist state of
Turkey.

Mentioning the author's conversa-
tion with many present-day Turkish
Muslim he cited the following:

"Ozal softened the secular edge of
Kemalism so that religious Turks now
feel included in the system. This new
freedom allows turks to unite the pre-
sent and future with the old cultures of
the past, Seljuk and Ottoman. Islam is
d serious component in this process.”
(cited in Book 1, p.146)

Why Kemalism got a so bad name as
secular ideology in the entire Muslim
world? Did Kemalism bring any good
to the ordinary people of Turkey? Re-
pressive policies pursued by the Ke-
malism in Turkey subsequently
adopted by many Muslim secular lead-
ers in the different Muslim countries.
G.A. Nasser of Egypt. M. Jinnah of the
united Pakistan, J.Ali Bhutto of Pak-
istan, Shocorno and Shuhatto of In-
denesia, and S. Mujib of Bangladesh
are only few names of typical Muslim
leaders of contemporary Muslim
world. They many have many differ-

ences between them. but as secular
leaders they all adopted tyrannical
and extreme suppressive policies
against their own pcople. To keep their
face shinning they adopted an cye-
wash democratic policy to generate

door:

ernments. majority of which utterly
failed to any benefits of modern state-
hood to their own people. As a result
no system of governance has devel-
oped as yet in any Muslim country of
the world; most of the Muslim coun-
tries still have been governed by the
whims of the leaders in power.

In any developed state one single
leader or politician cannot drag the
entire country from one tragedy to an-
other. Only the post-Cold war Russian
phenomenon of political and military
leadership can explain the real dy-
namics of the Muslim political affairs
of last one hundred years.

For the Muslim nations now it has
been clear that they had been fighting
for politically independent states. but

their leaders did not have any dreams
for the Muslim states or people other
than their own vested interests. The
Muslim leaders succeeded in their per-
sonal political ambitions and now
many of the Muslim countries ruled by
the sons and daughters of first gen-
eration of post-colonial era. Along
with the Muslim kings these abso-
lutely corrupted Muslim politicians
make the Muslim people failed to real-
ize any of fundamental dreams of in-
dependent states. Here again we can
observe similarity between the former
communist countries and the Muslim
states of modern era. The role of the
Western powers is also very dubious in
both the cases. Almost all former so-
cialist regimes were beaten up to their
total collapse, no serious comprehen-
sive policies have been adopted to ad-
dress the issues of democracy and Rule

. .of Law,

All bigger ups:and downs of the hu-
man history maintain their own good
potentials, those might be deviated by
corrupted political forces and leader-
ship. The Industrial Revolution did
not want to be resulted into a so-called
Sexual Revolution, which now can be
regarded as the by-product of the first.
The Muslim nations were very much
reluctant to be the active partners and
collaborators of Industrial Revolution
and Marxist challenge to the capitalist
mode of production and distribution
of wealth. That was the result of the
political decisions of the Muslim na-
tionalities. But because of economic
and many other reasons the Muslim
people like any other people had to be
involved in the main events of major
liustorical development. The colonial
legacy. the emergence of nation-states.
rise and fall of communist reginics are
now also part of the Muslim history.
Colonial brutality and exploitation
still have been burning the faces of
humanity and along with all other
nations the Muslim people have been
paying a heavy price for that.

Like any other nation-states the
Muslim countries also had/have to go
through the experiments of demo-

cratic ideals and thoughts. The fre-
quent military coups, rebel incursion.
or episodic experiments in upholding
Human Rights, Rule of Law. and
Democracy is now are very relevant
agenda of all modern states.

The writer is Fulbright Scholar and

Visiting Professor. University of Iili-
nois, USA.

To be continued

Stop looking in through the glass

You know you are welcome

inside.

And its not me you are looking at:
I am the mirror

Live young in the passion of her soul

As outside

the days grow old.

[ believe Love will complete me

where you find faults
that you so

hate about yourself,

A Southern warm breeze

In its domain | will be built

I will be conquered

[ will lie in plec: s

creation,

The Host

Welcome to the Northside Cafe

Only through walk through

greets me In a

charming hug;

One that I've longed for six

weeks.

Months of sobered greed.

Now the feast in process
A pleasured sigh of eternity.

I feel the spirits roaming my domain:
As it I hear voices

that are not in

mirrored response.
Vanity doesn’t hear any voice.

It is a mirror for judgement:
A relief for insecurity.

A cool atmosphere settles

insicde here

as the heat blazes on

the outside.
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