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NE of the objectives of
President Clinton's recent
visit to Bangladesh was to

see for himself what pro%res:
has Bangladesh, one of the
poorest countries in the world,
once called “an international
basket case”, and "a bottomless
basket”, has made in alleviating
poverty, and how. This was his
maiden visit. He was therefore
not in a position to compare the
current situation in Bangladesh
with the situation prevailing in
the past, say, at the time of her
independence. Those of us liv-
ing In Bangladesh may, how-
ever, attempt to do so, if not for

PoVérty Still Remains Our Greatest
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Our performance in alleviating poverty has not been very poor,
thanks to a variety of poverty focused programmes promoting both
wage and self-employment opportunities particularly through
delivery of micro credit... Had we however tried to stem the
pauperization process through adoption of a small farmer
development strategy, our performance would perhaps
have been significantly better.

by Dr. Muhammad Masum

ob of a Staff

easily get the
5 E. Besides re-

Economist at Pl

my return to Dhaka I could feel
that things were not very en-

entire family a single meal at
night and unless he had the

Challenge

anniversary, and we arranged a
simple lunch featuring rice,
fish curry and a vegetable dish
for the poor at our courtyard.
People came from a distance of
6 to 7 miles and sat with ba-
nana leaves In front of them,
Rlce was served first, followed
by vegetable and fish, What sur-

rised me was the fact that even

efore fish and vegetable could
be served, the rice served earlier
had already been eaten up as the
hungry people could not hold
thelr patience even for a couple
of minutes. It was Indeed a
shocking experience for me.
Government statistics, how-

Vladimir Putin: A Leader
- Ready to Rescue Russia?

LADIMIR PUTIN, |

politician unknown till

August '99, garnered
more than 50 per cent of the
votes in Sunday's presidential
elections In Russia. He has
handily defeated other eleven
candidates., His close rivals
were communist leader Gen-
nady Zyuganov and liberal
Grlﬁnry Yavlinsky. Zyuganov
made accusations of vote-rig-
ing, but there seems little
oubt that Putin is Russians'

by Ekram Kabir

man, who has several strands

to his background, but as we
sce him now, he is being very
Ixragmatlc, he is dealing with
tussia’s problems,” she said.
Immediately after his victory,
there have been calls for Putin
to urgently address the continu-
ing conflict in Chechnya. The
war In Chechnya has done two
things for Putin. It has drawn a
line in the sand, showing that
Russlan disintegration would

ing to media reports, on March

5. Putin took the world almost
by surprise, stating that there

was no reason why not Russia
could some day join NATO. His
March 11 meeting with the
British Prime Minister Ton

Blair was all sunshine and
compliments. And on March 13
the Times of India cited a report
that Putin had suspended the
transfer of sensitive milita

technology to China. If true, it

any other reason. but just to for th le in Jeft s next morning it would ¢ver, Indicated a slighter Im- stop, no matter what the cost. would be a shift n policy which
lieving me of the financial dis- couraging for the peoj eltovers nex . vement In poverty situation | favourite. policy ‘
Eva;g:;eaf:llﬁ;dseagl En:hre:_ P s facing right then. it  Bangladesh. My father at that ot have been possible on his L};ﬂ [;;pulatlmt bcluyw Rt Putin was virtually unknown Then, Russia has moved into a would certainly please the US,

would also have assured me ol a

time was serving as a Joint Sec-

art to master enough strength

to the Russian public when he

more confrontational position

laid

He seems to have quietly

tence has offered to our poor line declined to 62 per cent at with the West. Putin k t .
b P bright future, provided | opted _ rstary to _the ‘Government of g ‘day-long work wihout e reeimes 1o was named the prime minisier ¢t oSt Putln kiew that the groundwork for the futue.
In April. 1973, while travel- for Pakistan. But being a Ben- Bangladesh. 1f fo which the entire family would e i

ling back to Dhaka from Islam-

%u. I did not take recourse to
that. We somehow managed to

his house could be so poor, it
was not difficult to guess the

have no option but to starve.

Since then, however, there
has been significant Improve-

in Auﬁust last year. But he had
steadlly bullt up his image and

thus popularity ratings, initially

crease his popularity in his
country. He therefore created a

he would be willing to Join
NATO as an equal; some in the

abad, where I pursued my Mas- f ommon people. This was possibly not just an ent in the poverty situation. e situation in which he tried to West saw this as a esture of

ters in Economics, via Kabul, survive the following three Rl la'“",f‘g";l‘l”:_’f‘;e"i"uf;‘fl' tHALAFE | the natianat level, the fnci: ?;‘r;‘;‘i.iL’SL%L“..?‘cﬁ,"l-’;?iﬂ'ﬁa“'ﬂ}' Veltiin's nesian nationalism for conciliation. But whal if he ac-
- & I 1e entir ’ Ses . Al- roltein®

&gl?:; :necdos? lbccul::veﬂidl ?:;chng- abad with a paltry financial as- member having gone to a place nlgrnl population of Bangladesh ~ d¢nce of poverty declined to | ter being named the Acting ' © 08 regime. tually meant {2 1tis faycluSi

dent and sovereign Bangladesh

marching forward to prosper-

sistance received from Red

Cross, thanks to the efforts of

in old Dhaka with my father in
search of cloth to be distributed
through a ration shop but re-

lived In absolute poverty in
1973-74 ., most of the people

47.5 per cent In 1995/96 , and
further to 44.7 per cent in 1999,
| tend to have faith in the above

President when Boris Yeltsin
resigned on December 31, he

One of his rude remarks on
the Chechens was that “the ter-
rorists have been taught a les-

to observe the degree to whic
Putin has made the West think
that he was being conciliatory.

3 has made appealing presenc o
ity, freeing herself from the Mr. A.K.M. Ahsan, the Bengali turned home empty handed. robably were not significantly (ArES, e T 110 IG0EEF see| il aads Iupﬂ 2 e o St Bon™ibut operations will not But many of his initial contacts
hackle verty resulting Secretary of Agriculture to the tter off k g KOnger sia end until “total liberation”. wi
?rom n:e? lwpoo c?:]turles et aF D hute I How did the common people : poverty the way I saw before. T{n- slightly-rising economic eration”. th western visitors and jour-

colonial loitation by Great
Britain and Pakistan. So, soon
after independence, in 1973, 1|
did not expect anything spec-
tacular, particularly in a war
devastated economy. Even
then, on the very first day of m

stay in Dhaka, | received a mil

President of East Pakistan Wel-
fare Assoclation. The financial
support amounted to rupees one
hundred and sixty only, paid in
two installinents. That means,
we could barely spend a little
over 50 rupees per month to
meet all our expenses. We used

live during those days? Let me
refer to a discussion | had with
an NGO official at Comilla
some time in 1986 while 1 was
engaged In a comparative study
sponsored by CIRDAP on the
effectiveness of poverty allevi-
ation Rgrngrammes conducted

About a decade later, in
1982, [ was on a visit to my vil-
lage home with my family. It is
located in a remote area of Ra-
jbari district, seven miles from
Pangsa, the rallway station and
the thana headquarters. It was
a pleasant morning in late May.

Even today, with 44.7 per
cent of our total population liv-
ing below the poverty line.
poverty remains our greatest
challenge. Given the perpetua-
tion of the pauperization pro-
cess resulting from population

indicators have also helped, as
he sald In a pre-polls state-
ment: "We are electing a presi-
dent whose duty will be to re-
vive the economy, restore the
country's prestige, and leading
role in the world and provide for
everyone an effective system of

Western states “do not under-
stand, or appear not to under-
stand” the danger from Chech-
nya though it is in their
‘national interests ...to give di-
rect political and economic
support to Russia”.

This Is a clear indication of

nalists have given a variety of
Impressions.

Though he sounds confident
in public, it seems reasonable
to assume that Putin knows
E;rfectly well that time may not

on his side. He understands
that the oligarchs in Russia
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The last few mouths of my we had nothing more than two h singing 1 my two year o I g S ¢ prise at ¢ that Putin is elected, there are interest of th trv Wil
aring one of his experiences Surjya, | entl - poverty has not been very poor, | He was certain to win as ex- ‘ nterest ol the country wou |
stay in Islamabad. had been four annas) ° son, surjya, (currently an un A LY poor, challenges t e -
ralgcr difficult. After our M.Sc ;ﬁgp:tlgla(f:sof dal/buffalo with me. Back in 1973, while he  gergraduate student of Brandefs thanks to a variety of poverty| pected, Hours before being prpwlg.ﬁ_ h"l‘hf-?e lx:.ll{lltlt)e f:’ge:g: - i?"s?;ﬂ:f fﬁ;‘; glven Russia’s
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abad University had no other
option but to take shelter in a

at the ‘dhabas’ frequented by the
construction workers. When we

morning he used to hear cries
of women and children from a

roder jhiki miki — the
ing sunshine

itter-

through the

opportunities particularly
through delivery of micro credit

much from him at once. “1 have
no right to say that tomorrow

10 size each other up. Russo-

though. And it seems enough
to mobilise Russians: "national-

storage godown of the Pakistan got fed up with the above food, nel?lbogr’s h?ll:se'bol!l E“quil"y leaves”, 1 was contemplating, through both government and | miracles will occur... If you '_:}::::if::l;': ;l::dalfr?:ﬁ 'Ji?]pi::;::f “’;2&5h:;:‘hn;ﬂn}:li;“g:liur;u?g
Institute of Development Eco- faking the university bus, some he foun ““th ?it fel?rehgu NE surely we would stay at least a non-government organiza- | raise people’s hopes, disap- ning. On the top of all these en-  has tried his best to revive Rus-
nomics (PIDE) after vacating times we traveled to Islamabad for work, the head of the house-  week at our village home. Un- tions. Had we however tried to | pointment Is inevitable. I think . = = is the Group of Eight sian nationalism and creatied
our hostel rooms. The term of City to visit houses of Bengali Nold. an adult male, ate up all  fortunately, however, we could stem the pauperization process | additional difficulties lie ahead (g, meeting in Okinawa, image of himself as the
scholarship we used to enjoy officers living there, who were the food avallable in the house pot stay longer than three days. through adoption of a small| for me in that the level of the Japan, from June 21 to 23. A spokesman for the national in-
had alrea y € ired. Cut o kKind enou to share their food lEﬂVlllg nothing for the children From sunrise to su nset, a farmer ‘IEVEIOI”"E”I 5”““'[5'- expectation Is very Ijjgl" he iriendlier face may be f‘!‘_-;gf*nt.ta] ;prf--,l”‘]"hls is quite normal for a
from our amilles in with us. That is how we passed left behind. at caused the stream of beggars visited our our performance would perhaps| was quoted by the BB( ) ' =St q

Bangladesh, with no source of
income, we were indeed in thick
soup. With a First Class Masters
Degree in Economics from Is-
lamabad University, | could

our days in Islamabad prior to
our departure for Dhaka in
March, 1973.

Looking at the food [ had
with members of my family on

wild cries. When asked to
explain his unusual behaviour,
the man burst into tears and
told, working all day long he
earned barely enough to feed the

house virtually with no break
at all. We could hardly relax in
peace. On the first of June, | had
an extraordinary experience. [t
was my grand father's death

been significantly better

The writer Is Professor, De-
partment of Economics Ja-
hangirnagar University

STRANDED PAKISTANIS

How Long will They Endure Miseries?

UTSIDE the northwestern

town of Ishwardi a cluster

of flimsy huts house
about 15,000 residents. At
home, many of them speak in
Urdu. Hindi and Urdu songs
are what they enjoy most. No
doubt they fly Bangladesh na-
tional flag. but the green moon-
and-star flag of Pakistan still

Bangladesh and Pakistan had earlier signed several agreements,
including one in New Delhi in 1973, for repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis, but the agreements have been shelved due mainly to
non-cooperation from the Pakistani side.

by Mostakim Swadhin

return. Rowshan's mother

flutters atop some of the huts. | ,_.'quzaﬁp died waiting for her
hus

For 29 wears since .
Bangladesh gained indepen-
dence the residents have been
dreaming to travel to Pakistan,
their land of choice. They are
best known as the stranded
Pakistanis stuck up in the
sleazy camp, their woes com-
pounded by Pakistan's refusal
to repatriate them.

"Since my childhood I've
heard our elders to say that we

be!ﬂug > Pakithrate: Whis 1 [ sloply "y Calin el \helr g e o g b ks o2 s T cause there are some non-Bi- tor construction and Ln.m p]t*tiuﬂ of the follow Jn_; works. This invitation l’t_lI‘ bld*'» 1S Up.c‘r‘i to
Bangladesh. It's not our state. livelihood by making and Rowshan Ara has a 20-year- Pakistani administration dur- Darils too among the camp resi- all bidders enlisted with Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB). In addition,
?ome day W; ng 8“;“ Pa::* 5511“1;13 lbrlaac:lllt(ic;nal dcakes. old Bihari friend, Buria. Buria ing the historic language dm“l'—‘;'- Sfﬂilthey also bbf‘*'!’” as toreign bidders are eligible to bid without this enlistment but if awarded contract, would be
stan.” says Rowshan Ara, who  stitching i and com-  does not believe they will ever movement, Jukta Front elec. Much of the responsibility as < - . - Yevk , ) ;

was born a year before forters, picking up firewood. b 0kt o i Pakis_:ajl. s 195,4 and last of all dur. Weé do for polluting the envi- required to enlist with Bangladesh Water Development Board. Furthermore, when

Bangladesh launched its nine-
month-long Liberation War
against Pakistan in 1971.

Soon after Bangladesh's in-  young girls, just end up in Pros-  in Bangladesh for ever and live dependence. they claimed 15,000 residents in the camp, Sl. | Contract tstimated | Bid security Time for
dependence Rowshan's father titution. The survey revealed like a Bangladeshi girl,” says themselves as the citizens of 5,200 people have obtained No. Package cost (Taka) (Taka) | completion of
:.Eﬁ grlﬁgrjs;a::u:;zsur:i&gr;ﬁz ga(; there Zr;j ::lwerlﬂﬂ;(l} unmar-  Buria sitting at the doors' of Her E_E::::La:} :::::: ucp:;:elﬁtto bgori-{m'- ;}Ehts to mteﬂi}n Bb;m%lagirz}s[l};] | No. | | work (Days)
amily 4 ed youn ris In the camp put ot fa ry. , they e camp, with abou L00C F b e ; i T e (R g | Lo
take them back. Never did he and 50 per cent of them in one garbagle tthatratgzgi:hf:ﬁz?egi have been living in camps tents, has only 10 sanitary la- 1 ' W-40 B Construction of Boundary Wall | 8,25,286/00 | 20,632/00 40 (Forty)

d to come and take the
family to Pakistan.

Rowshan is one of the
15,000 Biharis who have
stayed stranded in this dirty
camp. Life has been very diffi-
cult in this camp, with 8,000
young men and women without
any job. The brunt of the mis-
eries is borne mostly by the
women.

According to a survey, most

vending smuggled goods and
working as domestic helps.
And many others, mostly

BCIC

International Tender Notice

Mongla liner term basis

DFP-7040-27/3

Managing Director, Khulna Newsprint Mills Ltd.,, Town
Khalishpur, Khulna invites sealed quotation under 2 (two)
envelope system against International Tender Enquiry No.
KNM/PD(F)-06/2000 dated: 11-03-2000 for purchase of 2
Nos. Multi Stage Centrifugal pump with motor on C&F(C)

EXCHANGE. The quotation will be received within 11.00

on payment of Tk 100.00 (one hundred) per set (non-
refundable) from 1) KNM Ltd., Khulna 2) BCIC, 30-31, ||
Dilkusha C/A., Dhaka & 3) BCIC Branch Office, 6-Agrabad
C/A., Chittagong. Earnest money is 1% of the total quoted
C&F(C) value. No tender documents shall be sold on the date

under CASH FOREIGN

For Managing Director

——

Garfield ®
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way or the other are involved in
prostitution, especially in
Dhaka and other big cities.

Locals said most of the 800
unmarried young girls can't af-
ford schooling mainly because
of poverty. Considered outcast
by Bangalee neighbours, the
girls can hardly get decent jobs.
Few offer them jobs.

Thanks to a government-
sponsored programme, Total
literacy Movement, some of the
girls have just started learning

"The thought of going to
Pakistan does not at all appeal
me. | would better like to settle

of flies.

She wonders what will hap-
pen to herself and her two
brothers if her ailing father
dies. "Some girls from the camp
have gone to the cities and we
hear whispering that they do

tee at the camp, says the gov-
ermment provides 3.4 kgs of
wheat per head a month, "but
this is not enough.”

He told this correspondent
that once the main profession
of this community was weaving
and there were over 300 weay-
ing factories, but now the num-
ber of factories is dwindling,

Pakistanis for
protests,
Rahman says many Biharis
these days pull rickshaws, work
in hotels and restaurants.
weaving factorles and tailoring
shops while many others, in-

violence or

who supported Pakistan during
the Bangladesh Liberation War
In 1971, could not yet be repa-

triated to Pakistan in spite of+, Willing to obtain permanent
Bangladesh's sincere efforts to #

settlethe ‘'long standing prob-
lem.

Their origin belongs to the
Indian state of Bihar from
where their elders had mi-
grated to the then East Pakistan
1o escape ethnic strife during
the partition of India in 1947.

They soon had won the citi-
zenship of the East Pakistan,
but failed to mingle with the
culture of this soil. Instead,

ing the 1971 liberation war.

Even after the country's in-

across the country, run by Red
Cross, now Red Crescent, and
Rabeta-e-Alam Al Islami.
Although they are in favour
of repatriation, the succeeding
generations of this community,
particularly those who were

According to the local peo-
ple, including newsmen, village
headmen, political leaders,
Pourashava and UP chairmen,
the stranded Pakistanis thems-
selves are responsible for their

plight.

Fair Nurul Islam, 35, a local
Awami League leader, thinks

stranded Pakistanis easily get
Involved in criminal activi-
ties, fueling the country's dete-

riorating law and order situa-
tion,” he says,

Party agreeing with Islam, a

dence and they had suffered for
this a lot. But now they should
be repatriated in the greater

by Jim Davis

¥ gali wompen /inen.

interest of Bangladesh h{‘{‘aum*k
they are polluting our envi- [

ronment by an un-

healthy life."

Ishwardi Pourashava
Chairman Abul Kalam Azad
Mintu says, there are good
souls too among these stranded
people and many of them are

Hving

residentShip by marrying 'Ban-

Amena Khatun, a neigh-
bouring Bangalee housewife,
does not like the Biharis be-
cause she thinks they are
dirty. "How can they live in
such filthy and unhygienic
condition," she wonders.

About the allegations
Shamsul Bihari, a leader of the
camp, said, "It's not fair to uni-
laterally blame the Biharis be-

ronment.”

More reports about the
camp showed that among the

trines and 30 tube-wells. but
there is no healthcare centre
or any school for its inhabi-
tants.

Apart from Ishwardi, there
are 65 more Bihari camps in 14

malpur (Dewanganj), Dinajpur,
Rangpur, Khulna, Rajshahi,
Jessore, Kushtia and Rajbari. Of
the 65 camps, six are located in
Dhaka city alone.

Bangladesh and Pakistan
had earlier signed several
agreements, including one in

non-cooperation of the Pak-

Istani side.

The Pakistanis also formed
an organisation, "Stranded
Pakistanis General Repatria-

tion Committee (SPGRC)." to

Bangladeshi citizenship for the
world’s little known refugees, —

Yet most political commenta-
tors are not sure what to ex-
pect. With Vladimir Putin's
election to the presidency, Rus-
sia Is certainly entering a new
stage, both internally and in-
ternationally

World leaders have given a
cautious welcome to Putin's vic-
tory. US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said Wash-
ington would judge Putin on his
actions rather than on his ca-
reer in the secret police. “He is
obviously a very complicated

there in his attempts to get new
loans and foreign investment,
and a stronger position for
Russia at international arena.
Russia desperately needs all
these prizes, but how success-
ful will the new Kremlin chief be
in achieving them?

Ihe new Russian President's
past actions show he is willing
to go a long way both at home
and abroad in his efforts to es-
tablish Russia as a strong state
with a strong regime. The war
in Chec IlII}';llth‘HfH testimony to
what lengths he can go. Accord-

Russian leader, because,
throughout Russian history,
leaders finessed economic dis-
aster by feeding the people na-
tional pride. Putin seems to be
gifted at this.

He now may have to do more
and build on the Chechen expe-
rience, and this is where Putin
will likely face the stumbling
block, putting Russia back on
equal footing with the West

How successful will Putin be
in his diplomatic and political
overtures? One has to wait and
SCC.
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Credit No. : 2791-BD
(RBPP)

at BRE
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accepted.

PANI-383/1999-2000
GD-292

premises, BWDB, Sirajgani.

__dih!rifi‘« L_l_Ift‘ _d[hﬂ t‘|i}."li[‘*]LJ (o }."id,

Name of the work

Section I. Invitation for Bids
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

IFB No. O&M/Tender-1/127
Credit Name: River Bank Protection Project

1. The People's Republic of Bangladesh has received a Credit from the International
Development Association (IDA) in various currencies towards the cost of River Bank
Protection Project (RBPP) and intends to apply part of the Credit proceeds to cover eligible
payments under Construction of Boundary Wall at BRE (Specialized) O&M Division

2.  Executive Engineer, BRE (Specialized) O&M Division, BWDB, Sirajganj invites sealed bids

enlistment is done at district level, Bangladeshi contractors enlisted with BWDB in other

—— e P—

|t-'~pc(mltzt*dr O&M
| premises, BWDB, Sirajgani

3. Bidding documents (and additional copies) may be purchased at the office of the (i) Janata
Bank, Masumpur Branch, Sirajganj, (ii) Janata Bank, BCIC Branch, Bogra & (iii) Sonali
Bank, WAPDA Branch, Motijheel C/ A, Dhaka-1000 on non-refundable fee of Taka 400700 |

bad jobs," she says born after the liberation war. giSt”ftS of ”“; ‘110“"‘[?;- The (Taka Four Hundred) only, for each set during normal office hours on all working days up to
| 4 ! ' fer calling themselves Istricts include 1aka, 12-05-2000. Interested bidders * obtain further information at the same address during
ﬁﬁmﬁ Fey : Shamsur Rahman Shimu, .. Pr€ : 02-05-2000. Interested bidders may obtain further information at the same ess during
| - *  as Bangalees by birth. Narayanganj, Mymensingh, _
| gl E|e|§ W’"%a ﬂ@? Chairman of a Relief Commit- g . Nilphamari (Syedpur), Ja- office hours.

4. The provisions in the instructions to bidders and in the conditions of contract are the
provisions of the Standard Bidding Documents: Procurement of Works (SBD), National
Competitive Bidding (Trial Edition — January 1998, revised February 1999), issued by the
World Bank Dhaka Office.

Bids shall be valid for a period of 91 (Ninety-one) days after the bid opening and must be
accompanied by a Bid Security as mentioned in Para 2 above.
6. Bids must be delivered to the office of the Executive Engineer, BRE (Specialized) O&M

am on 15-05-2000 in the office of the Sr. General Manager || forcing the Biharis to resort to these ill-fated Biharis should Y¢W Delhi in 1973, for repatri- Division, BWDB, Ranigram, Sirajganj Tel: 0751-72463 Fax: 0751-72463 on or before 12-00
(Purchase), BCIC, Dhaka and Addl. Chief Manager crimes. _ have had loyalty to atiinnbm; t:;e atfRndad l:ak!ista- hours of 03-05-2000

_ i , x S, but the agreements have ‘ T g wi
(I’urchabe}, KNM Ltd., Khulna which shall be open Accnrdmg to him some po- Bangladesh, where they have n e . 11 Lty L . ’ : Lo R o , - & P e
immedaately therealite. Tender doniientsehali av:i'ia;l(: litical parties use the stranded long been staying. "These been shelved due mainly to 7. Bidders may deliver their bids by any means including Courier Service, Registered Mail with

Acknowledgment Due, etc., which must reach the above office before the deadline for
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BRE (Specialized) O&M Division
BWDB, Ranigram, Sirajganj
Tel: 0751-72463
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