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Mahathir for orderly
~ power transfer

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 30:
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad called today for an or-

derly transfer of power when he

steps down and said democracy
in Malaysia’s ruling party was
secondary to national interests,
reports AFP.

"UMNO (United Malays Na-
tional Organisation) strongly
upholds democracy but atten-
tion should be (more) on the
outcome of democracy than on
the democratic approach {tself.”
the state Bernama news agency
quoted him as saying, "

"Democratic practices are
meant to bring out the best re-
sults and not lead to disintegra-
tion," Mahathir said in his
Kubang Pasu constituency in
the northern state of Kedah.

Mahathir, 74, who says this
will be his last term in office,
was apparently responding to
implicit criticism from his old
rival Tengku Razaleigh
Hamzah.

Razaleigh has called for all

sts' in the ruling (UMNO),
which holds leadership elec-
tions in May, to be contested.

Its supreme council headed

_ _-‘5. by Mahathir in January "ad-

vised" local divisions that the
premier and his preferred suc-
cessor, Deputy Premier Abdul-
lah Ahmad Badawi, should be
nominated unopposed as party
president and deputy president.

Holders of the two posts are
automatically premier and
deputy premier.

Out of the 165 divisions na-
tionwide, 138 have so far met
and 137 have nominated Ma-
hathir.

Abdullah has 136 nomina-
tions while Razaleigh, who says
he does not plan to contest the
elections, has one for president
and two for deputy president.

Under party rules, neither
Mahathir nor Abdullah can
now be challenged in May be-
cause no opponent could gather
the required nominations.

Razalci%'l has sald UMNO
should not ban contests "just so
as to keep our own positions se-
cure” and predicted the party
would become a dinosaur unless
it rejuvenated itself.

Mahathir said a change in
the prime ministership was in-
evitable but should take place
in an orderly manner, "No one
lasts forever,"” he said.
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Sharif demands return
| of democracy

KARACHI, Mar 30: Ousted
Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has pleaded for
the return of democracy to the
country as he awaits the verdict
of hlsrﬁijack trial, reports AFP.

Sharif — who could face the
death penalty if he is found
guilty of charges including hi-
jacking, kidnapping, attempted
murder and terrorism — made
his call In notes from his jail
cell following the end of his
trial late Wednesday.

The ousted leader is on trial
with his brother Shahbaz and
five senior officlals, on charges
relating to the night of last
year's military coup In Pak-
istan.

The court has set April 6 for
the announcement of the ver-
dict.

In the notes made available
to AFP late Wednesday, Sharif
lashed out at Pakistan's mili-
tary regime, saying he "feared
for my country” and democracy
in Pakistan.

"Pakistan cannot afford ad-
ventures and experiments. To-
day Pakistan is isolated the In-
vestment climate has been de-

stroyed, our borders are threal-
ened by aggressor, the law and
order situation has worsened,”
Sharif wrote.

Sharif added the "only an-
swer to protect the institutions
in Pakistan Is an immediate re-

turn to democracy."

Sharif sald he Is being kept
in solitary confinement in
Landhl Jail on the outskirts of
Karachi, and spends his time
reading, writing and praying.

Although he mainly reads
the Quran, he has also read Nel-
son-Mandela's eplc autoblogra-
phy "Long Walk to Freedom.

In the notes he again sald
charges against him were con-
cocted,

Sharlf was ousted in a mili-
tary coup on October 12, when
General Pervez Musharraf
seized power and detained him
and several of his colleagues.,

Sharif is allowed to meet
only immediate family mem-
bers and lawyers while In
prison.

His wife Kulsoom Nawaz told
AFP it was "painful” to see her
husband confined in prison. "It

Is always palinful to see my In-
nocent husband iInside the
yrison. My heart bleeds as |

jow that he has not commit-
ted any crime,” she sald.

"He has always served the
people of Pakistan and has
cared for them. And this Is no
e¢rime. But 1 have faith in m
God that happy moments will
come again and truth will pre-
vail,” she sald.

On Wednesday, Sharif
protested his innocence as his
trial ended,

During his trial the prose-
cution alleged Sharlf tried to
prevent a commercial airliner
carrylng Musharraf and 198
other passengers from 5ri
Lanka from landing in Pak-
{stan on the night of the coup.

The plane landed after the
army took over Karachli alrport
and Musharraf selzed power.

The trial has been closely
observed by diplomats and
journalists. During his visit to
Pakistan last week, US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton reportedly
asked Musharraf to spare
Sharif's life,
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Indonesian student protesters use wooden sticks to try to beat back anti-riot forces
stopping them from reaching former president Suharto's residence in Jakarta yesterday.
Anti-riot forces fired tear-gas shells after students tried to force their way past a security
cordon on their way to Suharto's house to demand that he be brought to trial.

— AFP photo

- 'Britain ready to back US
missile defence project'’

| BRIEFLY

Russian commander held: 1.
+Russian commanderf of a tank regiment has been arrested for
) sexually assaulting and murdering a woman in Chechnya
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: and monitoring project for Development of Minor
gy " [rrigation. Tenderers must have experiences in
i’ installation of 112"/2"/3"/4" dia tubewells in
' DPHE, BADC, BKB or any other bonafide
q department. Tenderers must apply for purchase
'S & of tender documents in their own pads.
::s | 2. Complete set of tender schedule/documents will
at | be available from the following offices on all
s | working days during office hours up to 9th
s 4 April/2000 on payment of Tk 250/ - (two hundred
a5 | fifty) only in cash (non-ref};ndable).
;:'; a) Senior Assistant Engme.er (S&M), BA'!:)C,
nd ( Noakhali Zone, New Jail Road, Maijde,
ol o0 Noakhali. _
ﬁ b) Office of the undersigned.
 of ¢) Project Director (S&M), BADC,
inf Sech Bhaban, 22, Manik Mia Avenue, Sher-e-
E:f | Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207. :
ort l 3  Tenders will be received in the offices of the SI
e No. 2 above until 12-30 hours on 10th April /2000
’3:: | and will be npened at 12:45 hours 0{\ the same
in : day in presence of the tenderers (if any one
b | remains present). 1
) N4 Earnest money @ 25% of the total quoted value
::f 1| <hall have to be submitted along with the tender
’ﬂal. | ' f of Pay Order/Bank Draft of any
Ku- | in the form O@ % f BADC, Comilia
2 il schedule bank in favour i}he ﬁght, IDOT:ce,t
| ity reserves pt an
E':- \ P ::s a:;jl:,?:l gny or all the tenders withou);
f:fj: | assigning any reason whatsoever.
st ¥ ancai Executive Engineer(S&M)
| DFP-7123-27/3 BADG:§-omika R."F‘"“
e d | Jangalia, Comilla 1
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LONDON, Mar 30: Britain is
willing to support the United
States in the Hrst stage of its
$50 billion national missile
protective shield despite cabi-
net fears of anti-nuclear
protests, the Guardian newspa-
per reported today. says
Reuters.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has spoken to President
Bill Clinton about the missile

system and giving assurances of

his support, the Guardian said,
citing unidentified cabinet
sources.

Asked about the report, a De-
fence Ministry spokesman told
Reuters: "No comment.”

The Guardian said there
were cabinet fears that the pro-
ject could trigger a revival of
mass anti-nuclear protests
across Europe.

The first stage of the missile
system is designed to give the
United States early warning of
a nuclear attack by North Ko-
rea, the newspaper said.

This required changes to

computer software at an exist-
ing US satellite base at Fyling-
duﬁes in the eastern English
county of Yorkshire.

"*How can we turn down a re-
quest from our closest ally to
change its computer software?"
an unidentified British cabinet
minister was quoted as saying.

The Guardian said the sec-
ond stage, intended to head off a
nuclear attack from Iran, Iraq
and rogue Middle East states,
would require the massive ex-
tension of a US base in Britain.

If the project goes ahead. the
United States will then build
200 interceptor missiles to
track and destroy incoming nu-
clear missiles, the paper said.

The Guardian said the
French and German govern-
ments were opposed to ﬁlt‘.‘ new
generation of weaponry, believ-
ing It would breach interna-
tional treaties and undermine
the current balance of deter-
rence between Russia and the
United States.

., the

- Russian president's office announced on Wednesday, AFP

reports from Moscow.

A judicial inquiry was opened into the case, it said. Armed
forces chief of staff Anatoly Kvashnin told RTR television:
"Such elements must be uprooted from our military entity.”

Indonesian

plane crashes:

Hawk-100 trainer and ground attack fi

ter plane, one of 16

ordered from Britain in 1996, crashed during a training
exercise at an airbase in Pakanbaru Sumatra, the airforce said
yesterday. AFP reports from Jakarta.

“The aircraft crashed at the Simpang Tiga airbase on
Wednesday but the pilot ejected safely and came out with only
minor injuries,” Master Sergeant Subandi (eds: one name) of the

airbase told AFP.

No. 01/1999-2000
& Sealed

Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation

Office of the Executive Engineer (S&M)
Comilla Region, Jangalia, Comilla

Tender Notice

tenders are hereby

Dated: 20/3/2000

invited from

experienced tubewell drilling contractors for
sinking of 2" diameter observation tubewells
(Piezometers) with supply of all sinking mater-

als as per specifications in few upazillas of
Feni/Noakhali/Laxmipur districts under survey

Clinton invites Syria to

offer

WASHINGTON, Mar -
President Bill Clinton invited
Syria on Wednesday to come up
with new peace Ideas that an-
swer Israel's concerns about
Syria's territorial demands, re-
ports Reuters.

In his most detailed expla-
nation yet of the state of play
between Israel and Syria, Clin-
ton told a White House news
conference that Syrian Presi-
dent Hafez al-Assad should not
just sit and wait for the Israelis
to meet his territorial demands.

Clinton put Israell proposals
to Assad in Geneva on Sunday,
but Syria said they did not meet
its requirement that the Is-
raelis withdraw to the border as
it stood on the eve of the Middle
East war of 1967, when Israel
took the Golan Heights.

Israel saild on Wednesday
that it had done its utmost to
make peace. Syria said that it
was up to Israel to make the
next move.

ne

Clinton, referring to Assad's
response to the detalled Israell
proposals that Clinton passed
on the Geneva, said "I don't
think it's enough to say: [ don't
like your position. Come back
and see me when I like your po-
sition.

“If he disagrees with their
territorial proposal, which Is
quite significant, then there
should be some other proposal,
I think, coming from the Syri-
ans about how (the Israelis')
concerns could be handled,” he
added.

"Once you know what the
other side wants and you don't
think you can do it, then you
ought to come up with some al-
ternative way of trying to re-
spond to the underlying con-
cerns that are behind the posi-
tion,"” he said.

Throughout the contacts
between Israel and Syria, Syria
has been expected to ofler secu-

rity arrangements such as early

w peace ideas

warning stations and demilita-
rized zones to compensate for
the strategic advantage Israel
losses by leaving the Golan
Heights.

iplomats say the main ter-
ritorial obstacle at this stage is
a dispute over who should con-
trol the eastern shore of the Sea
of Galllee, Israel's main fresh-
water reservolir.

The Syrians say it should be
theirs, while Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Barak does not be-
lieve that this meets Israel's se-
curity concerns or that his gov-
ernment could win a referen-
dum on a peace deal that gives
the shore to Syria, the diplo-
mats add.

Svyria refuses to return to di-
rect talks until the Israelis give
a commitment to full with-
drawal. Israel says the extent of
withdrawal depends on the se-
curity arrangements and on
how far and how fast Syria will
allow normal relations.
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Britain's Queen Elizabeth II (R) visits students of the St.

Philip's College in Alice

Springs yesterday. The Queen is near the end of her 16-day tour of Australia.

— AFP photo

Nobel laureates urge UN to
adopt arms code of conduct

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 30:
A group of 19 Nobel peace lau-
reates, led by former Costa Ri-
can President Oscar Arias,
wants the United Nations to
adopt an international code of
conduct to regulate the global
arms trade, reports |PS.

In a letter to secretary-gen-
eral Kofi Annan, the group
says: "Together, we have written
an international code of conduct
on arms transfers, which, once
adopted by all arms-selling na-
tions, will benefit all humanity,
nationalities, ethnicities and re-
ligions."

The 11-page code stipulates
that any country wishing to
purchase arms must meet cer-
tain criteria, Including the pro-
motion of democracy, the pro-
tection of human rights and

transparency in millitary
spending. '
The code prohibits arms

sales to nations that support
terrorism and to states that are
engaged In aggression against
other nations and people. "The
international community can no
longer Ignore the repercussions
of Irresponsible arms trans-
fers,” the letter sald.

Besides Arias, the Nobel
peace laureates who are signa-
torles to the letter include
archbishop Desmond Tutu of
South Africa, Jose Ramos Horta
of East Timor and the human
rights organisation amnesty (n-
ternational.

The former Costa Rican
president, one of the strongest
advocates of demilitarisation,
has already launched a global

campalgn against the interna-
tional arms trade. '

Last month amnesty inter-
national urged the United Na-
tions to formulate a mandatory
code of conduct to curb the flow
of small arms into the world's
WAar zones,

"Governments have talked
about the need to stem the pro-
liferation of small arms." Joost
Hiltermann, executive director
of the arms division of human
rights Watch said. But so far, it
has been all talk and no action,
he added.

Human rights Watch is not
only calling for binding codes on
arms transfers but also the es-

Absconding
judge held

in Mumbai

MUMBAI, Mar 30: Abscond-
ing suspended judge J W Singh,
accused In a case of extortion
and nexus with underworld don
Chota Shakeel, was yesterday
arrested by police outside a city
court amidst drama and argu-
ments between the prosecution
and defence, reports PTI.

singh, who was declared
proclaimed offender In Febru-
ary in a case of extortion filed
against hiim under a tough Ma-
harashtra law, surrendered be-
fore designated judge A P
Bhangale In keeping with a
high court directive after a pro-
tracted legal battle on techni-
calities fatled to help him,

tablishment of transparency
measures, including annual re-
porting of arms sales, and the
creation of a UN Register for
Small arms.

Michel Rocard, a former
French prime minister and
head of an eminent persons
group, told reporters last month
that an international code of
conduct could set clear stan-
dards for arms transfer eligibil-
ity.

The proposed code must also
sel stringent measures to cur-
tail the black market, and
trafficking must be punishable,
even {t occurs abroad. Addi-
tionally, he said, small arms
trafficking should be made a
treaty crime before the Inter-
national Criminal Court,

Addressing the securlty
council Friday, ambassador
Bernd Niehaus of Costa Rica
sald his government would

strongly support the proposed
code,

If it picks up support, the
draft cocfe is :xpcctccrgo before

the UN Committee on Disar-
mament and international se-
curity later this year, and If
approved, it will be submitted to
the 188-member general as-
sembly for approval. Currently
the only major code of conduct
governing arms sales Is being
tuplemented by the 15-member
European Union.

Nichaus sald the temptation
1o use weapons remained latent
even In post-conflict situations
unless there was disarmament,
demobilisation and reintegra-

tion.
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8 die, 72 missing
in Pakistan
boat capsize

LAHORE, Pakistan, Mar 30:
At least eight people drowned
and 72 were missing when a
boat capsized on the River
Chanab in Pakistan's central
province of Punjab on Wednes-
day, local government officials
sald, reports Reuters.

Officials in Punjab’'s Gujrat
district, where the boat carry-
ing people to a Muslim religious
5ﬂtl1cring in the nearby Sialkot

istrict capsized, confirmed
eight people had drowned and
72 were missing. But they said
the death toll could rise.

There was confusion about |

the number of people travelling
on the boat, APP putting the to-
tal at 50 and officials in Gujrat
at about 90,

Volcano could
erupt at any
time in Japan

DATE, Japan, Mar 30:
Nearly 10,000 people evacuated

from their homes kept a ner- |

vous vigil today as a volcano in
northern Japan rumbled back
to life, setting off a series of
powerful earthquakes and
threatening to erupt at any
time, reports AP

Experts warned an eruption
of Mount Usu on the northern
Japan island of Hokkaido was
imminent. Observers on a mili-
tary helicopter found cracks

had opened up on the volcano's |

western 1S
base.

Officials said the crack on
the western slope stretched 100
metres.

For the third day, quakes
rocked this normally serene
hotsprings resort area at the
base of the volcano. And with
the frequency and intensity of
the tremors increasing, nerves
were beginning to fray.

slope and near

LONDON, Mar 30: New de-
mand across Southeast Asia lor
the skins, teeth and claws of
tigers is endangering much of
the species, particularly the
Sumatran tiger, according to
environmentalists, reports AP.

Traffic, the wildlife trade
monitoring programme of the
World Wide Fund for Nature and
the World Conservation Union,
sald in a statement Thursday
that "the illegal trade In tiger
skins has reared its ugly head
again”.

A WWF field report in In-
donesia said that at least 66
Sumatran tigers have been
killed in the last two years,
amounting to nearly 20 per cent
of the tiger population. It sald
24 were taken from the Bukit
Barisan Selatan national park.

"The report revealed that
major illegal supplying mar-
kets still operate openly In
Southeast Asian countries such
as Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Myanmar and Vietnam,” said
Traffic Executive Director
Steven Broad.

Russians suffer heavy
losses in Chechnya

MOSCOW, Mar 30: Russian
overnment forces suffered
icavy casualties Wednesday
when a column of 49 troops
was surrounded by Chechen
guerillas In the southeastern
mountains, Russian's news re-
ports said, reports AFP.

SOBR interior ministry
troops despatched to rescue the
under-fire column were beaten
back by Chechen guerillas, los-
ing up to three armoured vehi-
cles, state-run RTR television
reported from Chechnya

'l don’t know how many vic-
tims there were in the column,
but there were a great deal.”
sald the channel's correspon-
dent

"When we were at chiefs of
staff headquarters, the sugges-
tion that nearly all the column
had been killed was advanced.”
he added.

Earlier, the station had re-

ported that surviving infantry-
men were unable to give their
precise location to paratrooper
units attempting to give them
artillery cover, he said.

The ambush took place near
the village of Zhani-Vedeno
where the column was sur-
rounded for several hours by
mountain-based Chechen fight-
ers who again displayed their
ability to hit government forces
hard

In the battle, which raged
for about five hours until mid-
afternoon Wednesday, three
Russian armoured vehicles were
destroyed, reports said

A Russian rescue column
was forced to retreat with 14
wounded after coming urder
guerilla fire, while Russian ar-
tillery was unable to pinpoint
rebel positions until the last
hour of the gun battle, accord-
ing to the same source.

2 Saturn-sized planets
discovered

SAN FRANCISCO, Mar 30
Astronomers searching the
skies for distant planets have
detected two Saturn-sized
worlds orbiting distant suns,
the smallest planets found thus
far outside our solar system, re-
ports Reuters

The discovery boosted the
likelihood that even smaller
planets — perhaps the size of
Earth — exist elsewhere in the
universe, said professor Steve
Vogt of the University of Cali-
fornia-Santa Cruz

It indicates that there are
probably a lot of smaller plan-
ets out there,” Vogt said in an
interview, "It will go all the way

down to planets the size of the
Earth or the moon. That's what
this is telling us

The newly detected planets
are the latest in a growing nums-
ber found, by a team of as-
tronomers collecting and
analysing data provided by
Hawalii's Keck | telescope, the
sharpest optical telescope in the
world

Begun five years ago, the re-
search is part of a project to
scan some 1,100 stars within
300 light-years of Earth identi-
fied as likely candidates to sup-
port planetary systems and
possibly life.

BCIC International
Tender Notice

any reason thereof.

BCIC-204-22/3/2000
DFP-7037-27/3
(G-580

Managing Director, Khulna Newsprint Mills Ltd., Town
Khalishpur, Khulna invites sealed quotation under 2 (two)
envelope system against International Tender Enquiry No.
KNM/PD(F)-05/2000 dated 09-03-2000 for purchase of 250
KW Induction Motor with Soft Starter on C&F (C) Mongla
liner term basis under CASH FOREIGN EXCHANGE. The
quotation will be received within 11.00 AM on 10-05-2000
in the office of the Sr. General Manager (Purchase), BCIC.
Dhaka and Addl. Chief Manager (Purchase), KNM Ltd.,
Khulna which shall be opened immediately thereafter. Tender
documents shall be available on payment of Tk. 200.00 (two
hundred) per set (non-refundable) from 1) KNM Ltd., Khulna
2) BCIC, 30-31, Dilkusha C/A., Dhaka & 3) BCIC Branch
Office, 6-Agrabad C/A., Chittagong. Earnest Money is Tk.
| % of the total quoted C&F(C) value. No tender documents
shall be sold on the date of opening. The authority reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning

Miran Fazlur Rahman
Addl. Chief Manager (Pur.)
For Managing Director.

««, Gas Transmission Company Limited

&
Pes
‘%J®

(A Company of Petrobangla)

Beanibazar-Kailashtilla Gas & Condensate/NGL Pipeline Project
House # 23, Road # 3, Sector-3, Uttara Model Town, Dhaka-1230

Invitation for Bid

Ref. No. GTC/BB-KTL/Engg./11.47 e ETery O 5T (@14 T3

Dated: 27.03.2000

| wIeY HIQ A I J[

Sealed bids are invited from the reputed local firms/contractors having track record of similar nature
of work during the previous 3 (three) years for supply of CP materials and equipment, installation ang
commissioning of the Cathodic Protection System for existing 20° OD Pipeline and 4.5° QD
Condensate/NGL Pipeline from Beanibazar Gas Field to Kailashtilla. A complete set of biddin

documents containing the scope of works will be obtained by the firms/contractors on submission 0

written application to the

eneral Manager/Project Manager, Beanibazar-Kailashtilla Gas &

Condensate/NGL Pipeline Project upon payment of non-refundable fee of Tk. 1,000.00 (one thousand only).
Bid document will be available for sale during office hours from 3rd April 2000 to 18th April 2000 in the

address below:

Beanibazar-Kailashtilla Gas & Condensate/NGL Pipeline Project
House # 23, Road # 3, Sector-3, Uttara Model Town, Dhaka.

All bids must be submitted to the above address by 11.00 AM on 13th April 2000 and will be opened at

11.30 AM on the same day in presence of bidders, if any.

GTCL reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any reason therefor,

Engr. Kh. A. Saleque
General Manager/Project Manager

GTPR-04/2000
GD-291

Beanibazar-Kailashtilla Gas & Condensate/NGL Pi

ect
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