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Arsenic contamination

12 S-dists identified as
- worst-affected areas

Ty

Local Government Minister
Zillur Rahman said vesterda
that the government would wel-
come any scientific assistance
:0 ctnntam the arsenic contam-
nation in groundwater. reports
BSS. 4 l
"Arsenic disaster was de-

tected in 1993 by the Depart-

. ment of Public Health Engi-

i

neering (DPHE) when most of
the people had already gained
access to tubewell water,” the
minister said, adding that
around 40 lakh tubewells are
operating across Bangladesh
and 97 per cent people are using
groundwater from that source.

The minister was addressing
the inaugural session of a pro-

I ject completion wnrksholp titled

“Groundwater Studies for Ar-
senic Contamination in Bang-
ladesh” at DPHE here. The
project started with DFID assis-
tance In mid-996 and first
phase report was made public in
April 1999.

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Professor
M Amanullah, Counsellor
(DFID) of British High Commis-
sion in Dhaka K L Sparkhall,
Chief Engineer of DPHE Mo-
hammad Qadiruzzaman and
British Geological Survey (BGS)
expert D G Kinniburgh, among
others, addressed the opening
session. Syed Anwarul Islam,
Joint Secretarv of the Local
Government Division chaired
the opening session.

DPHE and BGS jointly con-
ducted the hydro-chemical sur-
vey using samples from 3534
tubewells across the country,
excluding the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) region.

Lauding the endeavours of
different development partners,
LGRD Minister said the DFID-

assisted study prepared a good
and comprehensive map ol ar-
senic contamination in
groundwater of Bangladesh. He
urged the British authorities to
assist further studies in this
field and to lnclude CHT in the
next map.

Prof Amanullah observed
that mere studies are not
enough and immediate official
intervention Is needed. People
in the severe affected areas
should search alternative water
sources, he said.

The state minister urged the
concerned authorities to set a
synchronised standard of mea-
suring arsenle contamination
level as Bangladeshli yardsticks
are different from those of
World Health Organization
(WHO).

Elaborating the survey find-
ings, D G Kinniburgh, said
analysis of seven deep tubewell
walers from Dhaka city showed
that groundwater in the capital
is safe according to WHO yard-
sticks. He, however, earmarked
12 southern districts as the
worst-affected areas.

According to BGS study, the
districts are Chandpur, Mun-

shiganj, Gopalganj, Madaripur.
Noakhall, Satkhira. Comilla.
Faridpur, Sharlatpur, Meher-
pur, Bagerhat and Luxmipur.

"Even in areas of low arsenic
concentrations, there are some
‘hot spots' where a cluster ol
wells with unusually high con-
centrations of arsenic exist.
Such ‘hot spots' are dispersed
but most noticeable in northern
Bangladesh. We investigated
ore such 'hot spot' In Cha-
pé um\'abgan{ and estimated
that it was about five Kkilome-
tres by four kilometres in ex-
tent." the study said.

An event of special interests
to foreign nationals:-

UNIQUE MANIPURI DANCE
PROGRAMME

Please don't miss this rare opportunity
(A charity programme for the disabled)
Venue: The British Council Auditorium

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka.
Date: Saturday, April 1st 2000
Cards available at;:

British Council
5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Sagar Publishers
4, Property Arcade

New Bailey Road, Dhaka

Video Connection
C/A Doreen Mansion
North Gulshan-2
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A touch of Switzerland in Dhaka at
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Visit our hotel and try this
smooth mouth watering swiss style Ice Cream,
for a taste of heaven.
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Tel

811-1005

Fax S11-3324

1998-99 session

JU first yr
classes begin
Apr 8

SAVAR, Mar 30: Classes of
the first year honours (1998-99
session) of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity will begin on April 8,

reports UNB.
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Admission

Committee of the University
today with Vice Chancellor Prof
Abdul Bayes in the chair.

The meeting decided to can-
cel the admission of those who
will remain absent for 10 con-
secutive working days from the
beginning of their classes with-
out the permission of the de-
partmental head.

Admission could also be
cancelled on the basis of report
from the departmental head if
his or her presence in the class
{s proved to be unsatisfactory.
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Literacy rate to rise to
80 pc by 2001

Education minister tells JS

Education Minister A H S K
Sadeq told the Jatlya Sangsad
yesterday that the literacy rate
of the country will rise to 50 per
cent from present 60 per cent by
December 2001, reports BSS,

Making a statement on a
private member resolution by
treasury bench member from
Sirajganj-4 Abdul Latif Mirza
for introduction of honours
courses in Akbar Al Govern-
ment College at Ullapara, the
education minister sald that
the government has attached
highest priority to the promo-
tion of education to transform
the huge population into quali-
fied manpower.

He sald that during the last

three years, the literacy rate
was raised significantly by
about 20 per cent. He said UN-
ESCO, In recognition of the suc-
cess of Shelkh Hasina's gov-
ernment In raising literacy per-
centfage in honoured Bangla-
desh along with four other
countries with a special award,

Sadeq sald that in order to
lessen pressure on the universi-
ties, the government has opened
the National University to con-
duct higher education at college
level. He said that the National
University Senate after consid-
ering required conditions at the
colleges across the country, had
been glvlnpi them permission
for opening honours courses,
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2-day short film
festival begins
in Ctg today

A two-day long contempo-
rary documentary film festival
organised by Chittagong Film
Centre In assoclation with
Bangladesh Short Film Forum
will begin in Chittagong from
today, says a press release.

Folk artist Sri Binoybanshi
Jaldas will inaugurate the cer-
emony as chief guest at 4.30 pm
at Chittagong Alllance Fran-
calse auditorium

Following the Inaugural
programme "Amader Chelera”
directed by Manzare Hassin and
‘Binoybanshi” directed by
Salbal Chowdhury will be
screened today,

After screening of each film,
a brief discussion will be held
between the audience and film
maker.
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Face natural disaster unitedly: PM 1

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has called on the people
to come forward to unitedly face
natural calamities and cf‘;sast
ters, reports UNB.

"The alm of this government
Is to ralse awareness of the
people about disaster manage-
ment so that they can save their

lives and property during natu-
ral disaster.” she said In a mes-
sage marking National Disaster
Prcgmcdncas Day.

She sald the people of
Bangladesh have proved them-
selves to be courageohs and tol-
erant In facing natural calami-
ties and disasters.
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Reptable Buying Office Requires:

A) Management Executive — Conscientious &
responsible person with wide experience in
garments trade and ability to network with
factories, buyers, suppliers etc., and having a solid
concept of merchandising. Must have good
command over Spoken & written English.

Stock Lot for USA mark t.

Please Apply Box No: D-204, C/o The Daily Star,
19, Karwan Bazar, 2nd & 3rd Floor. Dhaka.
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Avoid Suffocation at IBN SINA

Open MRI at IBN SINA
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IBN SINA MEDICAL IMAGING CENTRE, House#58, R

oad#2/A, (Jigatala Bus Stand), Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209.
Tel: 8610420, 8618007, 8618262
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S uffocating, claustrophobic MRI tunnels are outdated,
so why try them? Ibn Sina is the 1st Diagnostic centre
to install an Open MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging)
machine. This MRI does not have a tunnel and is
completely open.

Not only does this machine have Electromagnet
Technology, it also has all types of coils to provide a
clear and accurate picture of the human tissue and bone
joint. This makes diagnosis easier.

MRI cost at Ibn Sina is only Tk. 4,500/- .
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Uncompromisirfg Quality.

All Tests Cost

- 25%

Less

Pt N
IBN SINA

Pioneer in Health Care
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earlier need not apply again.

APPOINTMENT OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Grameen Kalyan, a new member of the Grameen Family of

apphicauon

Bangladeshi Ophthalmologists for it's sight restorine. hich

volume, low cost ECCE+IOL surgery project. The numbxr

of position vacant is four. The qualifications required are

1. Basic Medical degree (M.B.B.S.) from any recognized

unsversity with registration form BM.D.C.

FCPS (ophthalmology) / D O. with at least two YCrs

EXpenence In calaract surgery.

3. A thorough up-to-date knowledge about Cataract
Blindness Prevention Program in Bangladesh.

4. Eager to train other personnel,

Selection will be based on professional expentise &

commitment. Selected doctors will be semt for training

abroad on ECCE & 10L. Application with detal CV with

expected salary & reference must reach the office of the

undersigned on or before April 16, 2000. Those who applied

from commitied

Managing Director
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Only Singapore Airlines offers 80 weekly flights from Singapore, with over 60 of them non-stop, to 13 European cities:
London, Frankfurt, Amsterdam. Zurich Paris, Copenhagen, Rome, Athens, Manchester, Brussels, Istanbul, Madrid and
Vienna. En route, enjoy KrisWorld, the biggest show in the sky with over 60 entertainment options and the first
Dolby Headphone surround sound in the world, in every seat in every class. You can also earn miles® in KnisFiyer, our
trequent flyer programme for all classes. And, of course, whichever flight you choose, you'll enjoy the inflight service
even other airlines talk about. Singapore Airlines. Now more than ever. 4 great way 1o fly. SINGAPORE AIRLINES

“Certain fare Wypes do not qualify for accrual of KrisFlyer miles. Please check with your Travel Agent or SIA Office for furtber information.
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Dbaka Tel: 881 1504 (8 lines); Chittagong Tel: 725 700, Sylbet Tel: 711 711,

Www singaporeair.com
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