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The ministers came, spoke
and left the meeting without
hearing the participants and
thought it was a consultation.

This was exactly what hap-
pened in the so-called pre-Paris
consultation with the civil so-
clety held in the city yesterday,
organised jointly by the Eco-
nomic Relations Division (ERD)

and the World Bank. This is the |

first time such an initiative was
taken to hear the voice of the
civil society.

But it remained unrealised
because of the indifference of
policy makers.

The civil society and the
donors were visibly frustrated
as it turned out to be more of a
dialogue among the civil society
rather than between them and
the government.

Both the donors and the civil
society had hoped that the pol-
icy makers and politicians
would listen to them and inter-
act on the important issues of
poverty alleviation and ac-
countability.

But it tumed out that the des-
ignated ministers came, deliv-
ered their speeches and then left
the meeting without hearing the
open discussion

See page 11 col 7
Opposing views
on industrial

growth

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria and a top business leader
of the country yesterday ex-
pressed opposing views over
growth of the industrial sector
and availability of bank fi-
nancing for the private sector.

“Prevailing macro-economic
situation provides no
immediate cause for major con-
cern. However, the relative
weakness of the manufacturing
sector and shortfall in revenue
earnings are somewhat discon-
certing,” said Latifur Rahman,
President of Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce of In -
dustries (MCCI).

But the Finance Minister
said that the national economy
was doing well and industrial
production also rose by about
six per cent during July-Decem -
ber 1999 compared to that in
the corresponding period of
1998.

The MCCI members, at a
meeting with the minister at
the chamber building, expressed
concern over the declining
trend in manufacturing sector
which continues to be the weak
point of the economy.

Quoting the latest available
data from Eang}adesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS), the MCCI Pres-
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Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria has admitted there is
corruption in governance, but
discouraged flowery speeches
about the peril that put
Bangladesh among the world's
most corrupt nations, reports
UNB.

Policy instruments, not
rhetoric, will help tame corrup -
tion, the minister told the civil
society members who attended
a donor-sponsored consulta -
tion yesterday. The meeting fo-
cused on poverty, corruption
and governance, ahead of the
April 13-14 meeting of the
Bangladesh Development Fo-
rum in Paris.

"... the menace is there. And
we'll have to devise policy in-
struments.” said Kibria.
"Rhetoric is not the solution of
corruption. What is needed is to
create a strong public opinion.”
People, often vocal against
corruption, are sometimes
found among those indulging in
the practice, he said.

Kibria discussed the gov-
ernment's strong commitment
to curbing corruption and men -
tioned some of its measures to
reduce the chance of under-

corruption |

Kibria's call to civil society

handed dealings In tax collec-
tion and customs, which he
himself identified as areas
where "corruption has a long

tradition.”
The introduction of self-as-

sessment and pre-shipment in -
spections and the removal of
the discretionary power of offi-
cials were among measures
almed at reducing the opportu -
nity for corruption in revenue
collection, he said.

He added that openings for
corruption in the banking sec-
tor have also been reduced. Get -
ting easy money by defaulting
has stopped following some
specific measures.

Kibria cited the success of
agriculture loan disbursement
and said effective vigilance,
specific action and policy mea-
sures can be effective.

The World Bank's Dhaka Of -
fice convened the meeting,
which included economists,
government officials, bankers,
journalists, NGOs, donor repre-
sentatives and foreign diplo-
malts.

Economists Dr Wahiduddin
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An unannounced decision of
the traffic department of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police making
certain Important city roads
one way has created Inconve-
nience and resentment among
road users, residents and busj-

nessmeil,
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The roads made one way are:;
Science Laboratory crossing to
New Market crossing, Sonar -

aon Road from Bangla Motor
ink Road to Nilkhet crossing,
Shantinagar to Circuit House
Road and the Bailey Road.
These roads were made one way

Star Report

on March 19 without any prior
announcement.

People were caught in the
wrong foot after the Eid holiday
was over. Arguments broke out
between police and road users,
making police bring In rein-
lorcements to enforce the decl -

slon.

Chaos rulgd the Kudrat-e -
Khuda Road (New Elephant
Road) as buses which avoided
the crowded shopping mall ear -
ller, descended on it. Parking is
banned on the entire length of
the road from Katabon to Sci-
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o 7Y

Devise policy DMP's one way move to turn some city roads one wa

instruments
to curb

ence Laboratory crossing. But

trallic police seem to have no

concern about it

Shopkeepers and business-
men have now occupied the one
way Sonargaon Road. It s now
being used for parking yehicles,
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Let good sense prevail

The Public Works Department yesterday cleared encroachments from the end of Road No 3 near Dhanmondi Lake. The encroachers had extended their

villas onto the lake. It’s a welcome move, but one wonders whether it is a publicity stunt or a concerted campaign.

—Star photo by Amran Hossain

Noted novelist Humayun
Ahmed has urged .  Chancel-
lor of Universities President
Shahabuddin Ahmed to reopen
all universities now closed to
ensure students’ right to educa -
tion.

“You are the Chancellor. A
great and holy responsibility is
vested upon you. Ensure the
students’ right to education. Do
not disappoint us. May Allah
bless you,” he said in a state-
ment yesterday.

Humayun, along with his
family members, intellectuals,
cultural activists and noted
personalities observed a day -
long hunger strike on Sunday at
the main gate of Sylhet Shah-
jalal Science and Technology
University protesting the

Reopen all varsities,
Humayun urges
president

By Staff Correspondent

stalemate over naming the res-
idential halls and some build-
ings of the university.

Humayun said he will meet
the Chancellor, the Prime Min -
ister and the Leader of the Op-
position in Parliament and re-
quest them to reopen the uni-
versities soon and then resolve
the issue.

He also heartily thanked
those who joined him, and the
people of Sylhet and the local
administration for ensuring se-
curity during the hunger strike.

The noted writer also
thanked the government for
allowing him to exercise the
right to express his opinion de-
spite its "unclear activities" re-
garding Shahjalal University.

See Page 12 Col 2

Speaker's
call for
dialogue

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad went
Iinto its 17th session yesterday
morning with lawmakers of
main opposition BNP and its
allles continuing their absten-
tion from the House.

Chairing the opening sitting,
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury offered his good of-
fices to facilitate a dialogue be-
tween the government and the
Opposition to break the nine-
month-old stalemate caused by
Opposition’s boycott of parlia-
ment since June last year.

In his introductory remarks,
the Speaker called for resolving
the parliamentary impasse
through discussion.

“It is the responsibility of
both the government and the
Opposition to make parliament
effective,” he said. Ensuring the

See Page 12 Col 2

Going gets tough for Dhaka

Two more candidates for the post of OIC secretary-general

By M Anwarul Haq

Dhaka's chances of winnin
the post of secretary general o
the Organisation of the Islamic
Countries (OIC) have become
bleak as its official nominee is
now likely to battle it out with
three candidates.

The election to the impor-
tant position of the 55-member
organisation Is due to take
place at the 27th meeting of the
Islamic Conference of Foreign
Ministers (ICFM) scheduled to
be held in Malaysia on June 23.

Bangladesh officially nomi-
nated 73-year old Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury, Speaker of
the Parliament, as its candi-
date,

Humayun Rashid was seem-
ingly poised for a straight fight
with the candidate from
Turkey. However, it is now clear
that either the incumbent OIC

secretary general who halls
from Morocco would seek a sec-
ond term or his country could
put a fresh nominee.

In another major develop-
ment, Indonesian president in-
formed at a meeting of envoys
in Jakarta that his country will
have a go at the position. How-
ever, it is yet to be known who
Indonesia will field although
there was indication that In-
ternationally known diplomat
and former foreign minister Alf
Alatas would be the likely con-
tender.

Diplomats familiar with the
scenario of the Muslim world
feel the participation of In-
donesia in the OIC race will
make going really tough for the
Bangladesh nominee.

Morocco’'s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Benaissa while on

a visit to Dhaka in February
carried a letter to the
Bangladesh prime
from the King. Although the
contents could not be known, it
was learnt that the special en-
voy had said that if Morocco did
not contest, it will support
Bangladesh's bid

Morocco's Azzaddine Laraki
who is the incumbent secretary
general has not said if he will
he will gun again for the top OIC
post although Morocco now has
indicated that it will be in the
contest, sources said,

Humayun Rashid Chowd-
hury, a former foreign secretan
who served as foreign minister
under former President H. M.
Ershad, was ambassador to
Riyadh for some time and has
received the Saudi support
However, Dhaka needs more

minisier

vocal Saudi endorsement if it is
to win votes of the countries
close (o Rivadh

As yel Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury's candidature has
not received official support
from all the Gulf states w |'l:I~' h
are normally close Saudi
Arabija in diplomatic terms

Observers also feel that
Dhaka’'s candidate will have to
garner support fIr Alrican
members of the OIC whose
number is around 20 if it is to
see ils candidate sail through
The offliclal backing of Iran is
also crucial since Tehran
wields considerable influence
in the central Asian countries

With both urkey ind In-
donesia in the ectior be-
sides Mor y who holds the
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BNP chief and Leader of the Opposition

: : . in Parliament Khaleda Zia expressed solidarity
with JCD during a token mass hunger strike at Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Neither the countrymen, nor

foreigners believe this govt'
Khaleda at JCD's hunger strike

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said Incompe-
tence of the Awami League gov-
ernment was once again proved
when |t failed to take the US
President to the National
Memorial during his March 20
Visit.

Bill Clinton could not pay
respect to the martyrs of the
greal Liberation War as the gov-
ernment fafled to ensure secu-
rity, she said.

The US President did not
visit any government project
because It has no people-ori-
ented programme which can
altract any foreign dignitary,
she sald while addressing lead-
ers and activists of BNP and its
front organisations during a
"students' mass hunger strllie"
at Paltan Maidan in the city.

Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal,

By Staff Correspondent

student s' wing of BNP, organ-
ised the hunger strike demand-
ing release of all student leaders
including JCD President Habi-
bun Nabi Khan Sohel and Gen-
eral Secretary Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu and resignation
of the government. JCD organ-
ised similar programmes for
lnulf{er strike in all district
headquarters simultaneously

“The government is solely
responsible for this unpardon-
able failure. The nation will
never forgive the Awami League
for this,” she said. “The month
of March is the month of our
national independence, but the
government ignored the signifi-
cance of this month.”

The former prime minister
sald the government published
and supplied two
"objectionable” books during

Clinton's visit and destroyed
the image of the country.

“This suicidal act will dis-
courage foreigners, foreign in-
vestors and others to visit
Bangladesh,” she said.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament said the AL gov-
ernment has lost its credibility
and acceptability to the coun-
trymen and also to foreign
states because of its "misdeeds
and suicidal activities”™ in its
nearly four years' rule.

“Neither the countrymen
nor foreigners belleve this gov-
ernment,” she added.

To cover up its failure, the
government has resorted to re-
pression on the Opposition, she
alleged. Fifty to sixty false cases
each have been [liled against

See page 11 col 7

NEW DELHI,

former prime ministers

Mar 28: The
joint meeting of India's four
here
yesterday — the second such ex-
ercise in less than a month —

From Pallab Bhattacharya

cal party and the

could not even find a parlia-

mentary constituency to contest

the 1999 general clections,

he does not hclnnF to any politi-
ourth (Gujral)

| March 29
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has set the political grapevine
buzzing with speculation about
revival of a third force apart
from the country' ruling BJP
and main opposition Congress
led by Sonia Gandhi.

On the face of it, the meeting
of Chandra Shekhar, V P Sl[ll(p,h.
H D Deve Gowda and Inder Ku-
mar Gujral does not have much
political significance because
two of them (Chandra Shekhar
and Deve Gowda) are heading
parties b and large
marginalised in Indian poll-

| cles, the third (VP Singh) claims

And yet political observers
here are not entirely willing to
shrug off the Importance of the
meeting because of the (ssues
which were on {ts agenda: "ad-
verse* fall outs of economic
Enllclc& of Primme Minister Atal

eharl Vajlpaycc's @overnment,
speclally the hike in prices of
rice sold through ration shops
and urea, and "politicisation” of
Institutions.

It Is precisely these Issues
which have ralsed the eyebrow
of observers who wonder If they
could form the nucleus for the

re-emcrfenrr of the Third Front
which has been reduced to
shreds after 1998 general elec-
tlons.

The Third Front had com-
rised the leftist, centrist and
eft-of-centre groups which,
backed by Congress, had ruled
India between June 1996 and
mid 1998 under the leadership
of Gowda and Gujral, thanks to
fractured electoral verdict. In
fact, some of the erstwhile
Third Front constituents Front
like DMK and TDP are now al-
lies of BJP.

The issues of increase In
prices of rice and urea and
moves o "politicise” institu-
tions have found an echo not
only among opposition parties

L] 'i

Hope for revival of a third force

Joint meeting by 4 former Indian premiers

but among some constituents of
BJP led National Democratic
Allles INDA).

It may be recalled that BJP
alllies, as also the entire opposi-
tion, have demanded rollback

of prices hike of rice and urea
and had strongly opposed Gu-
Jarat government's Jcclsluu to
Iift the ban on (ts employees
joining the RSS activities.

The decision was revoked by
Gujarat government, particu-
larly In view of strong pressure
from BJP allles.

Political observers point out
that what appears to have
prompted the talk about resur-
rection of a Third Front s the
unimpressive performance of

See Page 12 Col |

40 killed, 45 kidnapped in
CHT since peace accord

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Mar 28: Vio -
lence left 40 people including
eight Bangalee settlers killed in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts areas
since the Slg]llnF of peace accord
on December, 1997, police and
other sources said.

Besides, 45 people including
27 tribals were abducted In the
CHT region during the period,
In most of the cases, the abduc -
tors realised ransom for release
of the victims.

Police and security sources
sald Incidents of violence took
place frequently in the past two
years In the CHT. Factional
clashes broke out between pro -
peace accord and antl-peace ac -
cord groups of tribals.

In the latest incldent of vio-
lence, two tribal youths belong -
ing to an anti-peace accord

roup — Pahari Chhatra
arishad backed by newly
formed United Peoples Demo-
cratic Front (UPDF) were
Killed in a sniper attack in Puj -
ﬁ:m area under Khagrachhari
istrict on March 8, police said.

UPDF blamed Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) for the attack.

PCJSS denied the allegation.
Chairman of tribal Refugee
Welfare Assoclation Upendra
Lal Chakma told this corre-
sPondtnt that intra-party feud
ol tribal groups led to clashes
mostly Iin Khagrachhari and
Rangamati districts. Rival fac-
tions were out to establish dom -
Ination in the areas.
"“Thelr fight is for
purpose and politica

See Page 12 Col 4

olltical
gain,”
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Walsh 435
not out!

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Mar
28: Veteran West Indies last
bowler Courtney Walsh broke

the world record for the number
of Test wickets here on Monday,
report Reuters, AP.

Walsh, 37, beat the previous
best mark of 434 set by Kapil
Dev of India, during the second
Test against Zimbabwe

He went into the match need-
ing five victims to reach 435.
Walsh took two wickets in the
first innings and his three in
the second innings made him
the world's most successful
bowler.

The wicket that took Walsh
to the top of the list and sparked
a huge celebration by team -
mates and the crowd at his
home Sabina Park ground ar-
rived late on the fourth day.

Wavel Hinds, fielding at
short leg, snapped up Zimbabwe
tall-ender Henry Olonga and
Walsh promptly fell to the

round in relief as he realised
1ie had achieved the target

Long-time pace partner
Curtly Ambrose was among the
first to congratulate him.

A two for 46 return in the
Zimbabwe first innings had
kept him well on course for the
record and the removal of open -
ers Trevor Gripper and Grant
Flower just after lunch on
Monday equalled Kaplil's
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