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A Silent but Eloquent
Protest

R Humayun Ahmed's hunger strike on the

Independence Day at the main entrance of the
trouble-torn Shahjalal University of Science and
Technology could have easily become politicised.
Indeed, there was the scope, with the dispute over
naming of some academic and administrative
buildings on the university campus unfortunately
overblown into a war between the pro- and anti-
liberation forces. And, there were attempts, by dif-
ferent quarters, to exploit Ahmed's action for scor-
ing some political points.

In the end, the programme in Sylhet turned out
to be a conscientious intervention resonating with
the protests of the civil society over deteriorating
standards of education and blatant politicisation
of educational institutions across the country. Cer-
tainly, Humayun Ahmed deserves full credit for
not letting ‘his silent protest’ be used as a political
platform. Success of his programme has proved
that to be vocal against excesses one needs neither
political cover nor support; and people will re-
spond to a righteous call regardless of who it comes
from. Most importantly, it was a reminder to the
intelligentsia that people expected them to be vocal
and active, not essentially under any political um-
brella, on issues of socio-political interest.

Ahmed's programme has indeed evoked a good
deal of public interest; however, now that all the
anxiety, enthusiasm and excitement revolving
around the hunger strike are over, it is probable
that people might allow the message he has so
forcefully sent across to drift into oblivion. If that
happens, the very appeal of his action would be de-
feated. The students, the future generation, will
have to be properly educated for the nation to sur-
vive in the global race for progress. Unfortunately.
our political leaders refuse to accept that reality
and continue to use the student community to
achieve their own partisan and personal goals,
thereby turning the educational institutions into a
veritable battleground. The situation has to change
and, in our view, people like Humayun Ahmed can
be a catalyst for it by being vocal against the self-
destructive blend of politics. The popular novelist
has set a precedent for men and women of his
stature and accomplishment to launch a social
movement against political aggression on educa-

" Judicial Training

HIEF Justice Latifur Rahman put judicial

training at the centre of our concern for
ridding the judiciary of a huge backlog of cases the
latter creaks under. The CJ portrayed the gravity of
the situation by saying that the long-pending cases
are eroding the very foundation of the judicial
system. The cases that hang fire spell out the
dictum of justice delayed being justice denied.

In a refreshingly inward looking analysis
marking a departure from any customary recital of
the extraneous factors, the chief justice made some
highly cogent suggestions for a speedy improve-
ment in the backlog situation.

Addressing a seminar on Curriculum Develop-
ment _for Training of Judges at the Judicial Train-
ing Institute the CJ laid emphasis on effective

| court administration and case management at the
. level of subordinate judges. These ought to form the
| rock-bed of the judicial training programme. The

delivery of 'quick, qualitative and inexpensive jus-
tice’ hinges on skill development which would be a
far cry without a radical update of the curriculum
for judicial training. Indeed the officials of the
subordinate judiciary need to be conversant with
the procedural laws so that they are able to reduce
the backlog, but it will be equally important for
them to pay heed to the CJ's advice for a judicious
application of their discretionary powers. The cur-
riculum could be modernised with the inclusion of
such subjects like constitutional law, human
rights, consumer protection, environmental con-
cerns and the Arbitration Act. Besides such adap-
tations, we should be obliged to make full use of the
computer in the judicial field.

Our bottomline suggestion, however, is that the
subordinate judiciary be placed under the adminis-
trative control of the Supreme Court by delinking
it from the executive. The system of check and bal-

- ance in a democracy warrants this.
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|_are being subjected to.

Are These Accidents?

A chain of fire incidents in a number of slums,
some In broad daylight, gave rise to the
speculation that these might not have been mere
accidents but a well-orchestrated exercise to evict
their residents. On Saturday last fire broke out at
five places affecting around fifteen thousand
residents of Mohammadpur, Motijheel and
Gulshan areas. Some of the organisations which
had protested the eviction drive against bustees
earlier on suspect that there is a connection
between the efforts to eradicate slums in the city
and the outbreak of fire incidents. Their
apprehensions may have been strengthened by the
pattern of incidence. They contend that fire could
not have broken out at a number of points
simultaneously, the locations being so wide apart
except by design. The late arrival of fire fighters
was surmised to be another indication of the au-
thorities' 'diffidence’ to control and extinguish fire
promptly enough. Though these people are mor-

 tally afraid of being evicted by the government,

they are so desperate to fend for themselves that
despite tremendous hardships in the absence of a
roof over their head they are clinging to whatever
possessions they could salvage from the fire and
are firmly stuck to their dwelling-places. They

don't want to lose their 'homes' and be destitutes
once again.

We strongly condemn and abhor any move by
the vested quarters to force people out of their
abodes for the satisfaction of their lust for land-
grabbing. We urge the government to deal with
these elements very strongly in accordance with
the law of the land sparing the poor slum-dwellers
the physical harassment and mental agony they
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UURING the past one
Ddemﬂu- when the member-
countries of European
Union had been turning left one
after another, it hardlf caused a
stir In European politics, But
the ascent to power of a right-
wing party — that too In a coall-
tion — In one single member-
country, Austria, has elicited
unprecedented reaction from
European Union and beyond
conjuring up an ominous spec-
tre of political instability and
social unrest which charac-
terised Europe between the two
world wars. It was the right
wing politics whipping up ultra-
nationalism and xenophobia
which subjected Europe to one
of the worst holocausts of the
history during the last century.
The European Union was cre-
ated, In part, to ensure that ex-
treme right-wing nationalism
would not again find place in
the continent’s politics.

This explains the shocked
response in European capitals
to the entry into Austria’s gov-
ernment of the far-right Free-
dom Party led by its demagogic
helmsman, Joerg Halder. The
observers described Haider as a
racist and neo-Nazl and his
party’'s entry into government
as a threat to Europe's unifica-
tion craltily bullt over last fifty
years. Not only he {s sympa-
thetic to Austria’s Nazi past,
Haider is also known for his
anti-EU positions. Out of 12
ministers in incumbent Chan-
cellor Schussel's cabinet six
holding the crucial portfolios
including those of Finance and
Defence are from Freedom
Party — a fact that serves as a
wake-up call to European lead-
ers bent upon its integration.

As the domestic political un-
certainty of Austria since Octo-
ber last ended early last month
with the swearing in of a coali-
tion government comprised of
conservative People's Party,

™

The Furore over a Political Right Turn in Europe

Joerg Haider resigned from the leadership of his party on 28 February last. Whatever might have
been the motives behind his resignation the EU remains firm in its decision adopted earlier on
Austria. Their bilateral sanctions brought in a month ago would remain in force. They consider
the resignation of Joerg Haider — a man intent upon taking over his country as its
Chancellor — only a tactical retreat.

and Halder flur-rlght Freedom
Party It however triggered the
country's worst diplomatic cri-
sis since. World War II, putting
Austria on a collision with Its
EU partners and the United
States. The European Union de-
clared a series of sanctions
against Austria. Prime Minis-
ter Antonlo Gutteres of Portu-

al. currently the President of

uropean Unifon, announced
that fourteen other EU mem-
bers would suspend bilateral
political contacts with Austria,
downgrade relations with Aus-
tria's ambassadors and refuse
to support any Austrian candi-
date for post in International
organisations.

Israel has withdrawn Its
ambassador to Vienna and the
US temporarily recalled its en-
voy to Austria and said that {t
would reduce its diplomatic
contact with that country.
Madeleine Albright, the US
Secretary of State, abhorred a
(Freedom) party "that does not
clearly distance itself from the
atrocities of Nazi era and poli-
tics of hate.”

Individually, the reactions
were strongest from the gov-
ernments of Germany, France
and Belgium where the far-right
politics with their blatant anti-
immigration and anti-integra-
tion clamour are a potential
threat. They feared that the
Vlaams Bloc in Belgium, the
National Front in France and
neo-Nazl forces In Germany
could all get a boost from what
Halder has achleved. Germany's
Foreign Minister Joschka Fis-
cher played a leading role in

India As a ‘V

EU's decision to isolate Austria
as did French President
Jacques Chirac,

In addition, a bilateral

ro-
cess of cold-shoulderin Apua-
tria is also in the offing. The re-

actions in Austria itself was
violent with thousands of
demonstrators waving banner,
shouting slogans and clashing
with riot police outside the
presidential place in Vienna
early last month.

cide that It can not permit a
party espousing xenophobic,
discriminating and offensive
Ideology to participate in the
overnment of an EU member,

he organisation has by now
aligned firmly with what it be-
lieves are the convictions of Its
people. There Is, therefore, little
surprise that the EU has now so
strongly reacted to the admis-
Slon to power of a party whose
roots lie in a nostalgic inclina-

B by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

This Is not the first time that
the potentlal rise of right-wing
politics in Europe created an (n-
ternational furore. In mid-
1980s there were widespread
Emtesls against Kurt Wald-

elm, the former UN Secretary
General running for Austrian
presidency because of his Nazi
past concealed earlier. Again in
1994 Italy's National Alliance
with its roots In Benito Mus-
solini's Fascist party drew
protests from all over Europe
when the alllance became a ju-
nior partner in media baron
Silvio Berlusconi's govern-
ment. The reaction was then
somewhat muted because the
EU was not, at that time. a

strong entity as of now. But lo-
day the EU has strength-to de-

tlon to aspects of Hitler's Third
Reich.

But to Austrian analysts
how the EU countries have be-
haved with regards to Austria's
new coalition government is an
over-reaction and the former's
fear ol Haider's rise an exagger-
ated one. They do not consider
the Freedom Party leader a
cause for panic because to them
Joerg Halider Is unlikely to
metamorphose into another
Hitler. They Insist that the
world media has, In fact, over-
simplified Halder phenomenon
by unnecessarily demonising
him. It is certainly not more
than the fact that Austria's gov-
ernment has succumbed to the
worst level of opportunistic pol-
itics of a wily leader like

irtual” Superpower

Haider. His rise to power can be
attributed more to his ability to
exploit the situation created by
a decadent ruling establish-
ment.

Even If the Freedom Party -

had been steadily rising under
Halder's leadership since 1986
it was kept at arms length by
Austria’s two established par-
ties: the Social Democrats and
People's Party. However, in the
wake of an Inconclusive elec-
tion results of last October Pres-
ident Thomas Klestil falled to
stop the Freedom Party after he
unsuccessfully persuaded the
country's established political
parties to sustain their govern-
ing alllance. They together
ruled the country since the end
of Second World War; but this
time the differences between the
Social Democratic leader Victor
Klima and the People's Party
leader Wolfgang Schussel were
too large to bridge. That made
the advent of the Freedom Party
inevitable in the government
ostensibly to avert another
clection. The President while
making his anguish over the
developments known asked
Halder and Schussel, the new
Chancellor, to undertake a
pledge to respect basic demo-
cratic values, and also to repu-
diate explicitly Austria's Nazi
past. In an attempt to placate
EU's anxlety the President also
made them sign a declaration
that they would distance the
new dispensation from Halder's

earlier leanings towards
Hitler's legacy.
However, the EU was not

convinced. In an uncharacteris-

tically bold move, it almost at
once acted to Isolate Austria.
The news of EU’s action angered
many Austrians including
those who found Halder's poli-
tics abhorrent. The ques 8
are raised If the EU is right to
challenge the democratic ver.
dict of the people of one of its
member-countries. Even If the
rest of Europe disapproves J
Haider's ascent to er what

can be done about the Freedom

Party winning as large as 27 per

cent of popular votes. In case of

a re-election they would win 33

per cent of the votes, accordin

to an opinion poll conducte
recently. It is, therefore, a

moral question If the people

who voted for the Freedom

Party can be penalised for

freely exercising their choice
Earticularly before they have

roken any rule.

Europe is clearly worried at
the rise of Haider and his party,
as are many Austrians. But it is
not quite clear what the rest of
Europe can do about him. The
EU action has already caused
backlash among many Austri-
ans who seem to disapprove of
the EU interfering in their in-
ternal politics.

The EU's policy of isolating

Austria will also be difficult to
implement. Many key EU deci-
sions require unanimity and
Austria can effectively bring
EU’s functioning to a halt by re-
fusing to cooperate. In the
meantime, Joerg Hailder re-
signed from the leadership of
his party on 28 February last.
Whatever might have been the
motives behind his resignation
the EU remains firm in its deci-
sion adopted earlier on Austria.
Their flateral sanctions
brought in a month ago would
remain in force. They consider
the resignation of Joerg Haider
~— '@ man intent upon taking
over liis country as its Chancel-
lor — only a tactical retreat.
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A Dissenting View of Clinton’s Visit

HE Indian elite has at last

had its two pages of glory

and Mr Vajpayee his 10
minutes of ecstasy while meet-
ing Mr Clinton in the shadow of
one of Kashmir's worst mas-
sacres, which clinched their
one-to-one meeting.

It seems rude to break the
media reverie over "Big B"'s
visit. But we must do some soul-
searching. Going by the 2-page
Vision Statement, India and the
US are entering into a
“qualitatively new relation-
ship...”": “in manygiways, the
character of the 21 century...
will depend” on its success.
They “seek a natural partner-
ship.., with... responsibility for.,.
international secu -
rity...and...strategic stability.”,

India has arrived! This great
“civilisation™ has joined the
ranks of the greatest nations.
We'll soon be talking about In-
dia joining the G-7, and why
not. form even a G-2! This is the
steroid the Indian elite needs to
feed its huge Ego.

This Is a craving the bhadra-
log has lmnF nourished: to be
equated with the Master Race.
Ever since William Jones dis-
covered similarities between
Sanskrit and European lan-
guages, our elite has felt assured
it is related to the world's
“Aryan” ruling class. It goes to
absurd lengths to prove its
“Aryanness.

It is irrelevant that for the
US ublic, this is Mr Clinton's
62 visit abroad, aund one

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The Vajpayee government’s agenda is to elevate the US into a de facto arbiter of South Asian
security especially on Kashmir, while itself refusing to engage Pakistan. It has succeeded in
getting the US to move towards accommodating India as a de facto, albeit third-class,

- member of the Nuclear Club.

likely to be overshadowed by
the Pope's “pllgrimage”. What
matters is that “the US and In-
dia are... allies.... We will share
our experience... [and] launch an
international Community of
Democracies....", even hold
biannual "summits.”

Lest it be thought that this is

‘mere thetoric, there are some

reality checks. Take nuclear
weapons: “The US believes In-
dia should forgo nuclear
weapons. India believes that it
needs to maintain a credible
minimum nuclear deterrent ...
Nonetheless, India and the US
are prepared to work together to
prevent... proliferation...” India
has thus sanitised a lie, viz the
claim that the US is committed
to “eliminating nuclear
weapons”. Historically, the US
has done the opposite.

Worse, it has now pushed
India away from “nuclear dis-
armament” (missing in the
Statement) to mere “non-prolif-
eration”. The Statement nar-
rows the scope of a fissile mate-
rial cutoff only to end future

production of fissile materials,
not eliminate existing stocks.

Mr Clinton celebrated Indi-
a's diversity and plurality.
Ironically, this was done under
an Indian government that
hates that very diversity. The
BJP's vision is driven by a
search for homogeneity: One
Nation, One People... Mr Clin-
ton has legitimised an ultra-
conservative right-wing cur-
rent. Remarkable ignorance is
at work in this huge concession
to the BJP's partisan appropri-
ation of India's foreign policy
and security discourse.

Most Indian policy-makers
are not particularly bothered by

. this or by the BJP's monopolis-
the Indo-

tic claim in definin
US relationship. That is be-
cause they don’'t undertake
honest introspection of the po-
tential and limits of Indo-US
cooperation.

Amidst the hype about
“shared values”, there is com-
plete elision of India's most
important reality, i.e. poverty
and inequality, and of Ameri-
ca's overbearing power. There is
talk of "an unrelenting battle
against poverty in the world,”
but no mention that India has
the most poor people in the
world!

The US applause tor Indja's
“success” in the economy, in
S&T, and “its determination to
bring the benefits of economic
growth to all its people”™ may be
music to some ears, but it is al-

together fantastic. “Benefits to

all"—when 50 million-plus In-
dians have sunk below the

» poverty line In a:.decade? Ms

Albright's Asia Society state-
ment that India's economy is
the “"great unreported success
story of the 1990s” is certainly

. news to India!

The greatest massage for In-
dian egos will come from the
line that India and the US are
both “leaders in... the new high-
technnlu%y economy’”.
“Leaders™? With a domestic IT
sector less than one-half of one
per cent of GDP? And a crum-
bling infrastructure?

Similarly, there is hype
about Indians and Americans
cooperating at the “Irontiers of
knowledge™ to unravel “the
mysteries of time and space”
and eradicate “human suffer-
ing, disease and poverty.” Re-
grettably, the new Indo-US S&T
"Forum™ has a meagre Rs. 30
crore corpus — a PL-480 left-

'In an Antique
Land”

Sir, This is In reference to
the letter published in the DS
issue of 24 March 2000, under
the above heading. I can feel the
anguish of the writer, Mr. Li-
aquat All over the editorial ti-
tled "In an Antique Land" of
March 6 issue of India Today.
However, | do not find any hard
basis for comparing
Bangladesh with Bihar in an
economic sense. The Human
Development In South Asia
1997 Report by the renowned
Pakistani economist Mahbub
ul Haq quotes the real GDP per
capita of India, Bangladesh,
and Bihar as 1290,1240, and
640 dollars respectively. It
seems that the editors of India
Today are unaware of these sta-
tistical data.

K. A. Azam
Dhaka

Marketing of

sunflower oil

Sir, The staff report from
Kushtia (DS, March 21) indi-
cates that 20 per cent of the edi-
ble oil requirement in the coun-
try is met by the local sunflower
oll. However, | cannot get the
latter in any retail store in the
markets for the last two years.
There appears to be a huge
communication gap between
paper data and market display.

Although the volume of pro-
duction of sunflower oll is
small, the marketing has to be
streamlined for easy and quick
avallability to the l};uuseholds.
The agricultural extension cen-
ters may mount a media public-
ity campaign, followed by open-
ing retall outlets in different
districts. The soya oll repack-
ing Industry Is well established
in the country with a spate of
alluring advertisements in the
electronic media. Why some of
these companlies are not inter-
ested In marketing local sun-
flower oll? The latter available
in the market Is of foreign ori-
gin and very expensive, and
come In large containers, un-
sultable for middle-income
families. Another point: why

[}
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cannot we produce local olive
oil, as secondary or tertiary
market?

Bangladesh is a fertile coun-
try, with a large variety of raw
materials, many of which could
be made available in finished
form, progressively. Our agri-
culture department has a fairly
good network, but the bug is
marketing. Private investment
has to be encouraged by the fa-
cilitators, (which is normally
the government in the develop-
ing countries),

Once again, it is noticed that
the recurring problem resur-
faces: due to the lack of smooth
and well-established agricul-
tural marketing network, the
small rural producer finds it
difficult to market their prod-
ucts readily and systematically.
The cooperatives cannot work
efficiently due to corruption
and lack of technical know-
how. The government has been

harping on the development of
the agroprocessing industries,
but so far, it has remained stuck
at the rhetoric level.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

"A Few Hours of
Unexplained
Reasons"

Sir, Navine Murshid's arti-
cle "A Few Hours of Unex-
plained Reasons" was a very
clear-sighted dissection of Clin-
ton's trip. What [ especially
liked was the skepticism \Vitfl
which the writer treated the
whole thing. There has been a
lot of ballyhoo over the trip, but
the writer did not sound like
she was taken in by the bluster
and hype too much. Instead, in
the concluding part she really
tore into the government for

A right cause

Sir, When | read the noted writer Humayun Ahmed's article
on Sylhet in the daily Prothom Alo, | was impressed by his
honesty coming from his personal involvement because of his
brother Professor Muhammad Zafar Igbal. In the write-up Mr
Ahmed was not taking any political stand nor was he trying to
eye for a leadership position. He was committing himself and
his family to a cause , which he felt was being ridiculously
sidetracked by narrow-minded political opportunists. And also
as an elder brother he felt that it was his responsibility to stand
by his brother who was fighting for a just cause. This stand by
Mr. Ahmed appealed to a lot of people from all walks of life who
cherish patriotic feelings and are not guided by ambition to
gain sumelhin}g. | was impressed by the responses coming from
my younger friends who were willing to be a part of this
individual protest. In a democratic county, this is an ideal form
of creating awareness and responding with self denial rather
than violence. Mr. Ahmed made a statement which goes further
beyond the flasco of naming few halls in the Shahjalal
University of Sclence and Technology. It portrays the socio-
political and economic vacuum in our country due to lack of
right direction and leadership.

We have wasted the last 28 years trying to serve personal
interests without bothering to tf;lnk about the nation and the
eople. We even compromised ourselves to the extent that we
orgave those who acted as the accomplice of the Pakistan Army
that unleashed a reign of terror in 1971.

When Humayun Ahmed took a stand for SUST on our
independence day, I felt as a Bangladeshi, 1 could also stand
beside him with my cause of justice for the millions of martyrs
who lald down thelr lives for my country. And when the day
before yesterday thousands of people like me joined Humayun at
the hunger sirike, I realised if we stand together no obstacle

.1 would seem difficult enough to be overcome.

Akku Chowdhury

Dhaka

. prosecute

only perking up when bigshots
like Clinton come to town -
"Carpeting Panthapath took
three days. One cannot help but
question why, in other cases, it
takes months?"
A very stron
deed. We look
such write-ups.

conclusion in-
orward to more

Zubaer Mahboob
Dhaka

Mugged evidence

Sir, The problem with the

PSA 2000 is that the victims of

mugging and extortions are
afraid to name names and
identify the culprits. as their
lives are at risk subsequently.
Therefore, the police have to
build up the cases on circumn-
stantial evidence. The laws
have to be practical, to suit the
environment.

Another question: how
many terrorists undercover of
the rulinﬁ regime have been

? The majority takes
advantage of such covers. The
Feni blitz has to be made trans-
parent by the authorities; as
also the 10,000 alleged 'politi-
cal’ detentions.

Firmness
transparent.

must also be

A Husnain
Dhaka

Whither PSA 20007?

Sir, We have promised and
assured of law, order and peace
in the country and safety and
security of our life and property
by the peoples' elected govern-
ment through the introduction
of Public Safety Act 2000.

But unfortunately even after
the enforcement of the PSA ter-
rorism, illegal toll collection,
hijacking, smuggling, sale of
dreadful drugs and slaurluus
liquor and many other heinous
and unlawful activities con-
tinue unabated.

If this be the way, then what
was the justification of intro-
ducing another new law?

O.H.Kabir
6, Hare Street
Warl, Dhaka-1203

overf!

The plain truth is, US pol-
icy-makers are suddenly wak-
g up to "success” stories—not
of India. but of US non-resident
Indians. They want to integrate
India into an unequal relation-
ship with US capital as a
provider of labour-intensive,

low-wage services, That is'what
¥ '-Cﬂl‘) # i # -
The Vajpayee government's

ration™ means.

agenda is to elevate the US into
a de facto arbiter of South
Asian security especially on
Kashmir, while itself refusing
to engage Pakistan. It has suc-
ceeded in getting the US to move
towards accommodating India
as a de facto, albeit third-class,
member of the Nuclear Club.
And yet, schizophrenically, the
government refuses serious
talks on Kashmir. Although it
says Kashmir must be resolved
bilaterally, it has no intention
of starting such talks.

Thanks to this sectarian ap-

proach, India has few diplo-
matic options left. It is patheti-
cally increasing its dependence
on: US “help” in restraining
Pakistan. It sees a sympathetic ‘
“shift™ in every minor pro-
nouncement by American lead-
ers. For instance, the media
greeted Mr Clinton’s statement
that “you cannot expect a dia-
logue to go forward unless there
is an absence of violence and
respect for the LoC.”

This was taken to mean that
Pakistan must first stop “cross-
border terrorism”, etc. This was
quickly repudiated by Ms Al-
bright. But even assuming the
intérpretation is correct, what
‘does it imply? That India wants
the US to play an intermediary
role in containing Pakistan?

If so, what does this say
about India refusing a dialogue
on Kashmir? Of our leaders’
failure to pay heed to sugges-
tions for a restrained and ma-
ture approach to Pakistan in
Mr Clinton’s address, which
they otherwise admired?

Surely, this is no sign
majer player about to shape the
21 century. As political ana-
lyst Zova Hasan says, India is a
“virtual superpower"—not a
real one. The Clinton visit has
not changed that.

of a
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[t Secured Some
Necessary Funds

Sakyasen Mittra writes from Calcutta

ILLIAM Jefferson
Clinton’s visit to India
and its various states

have suddenly revived the

hopes of the reconstruction of

Indo-American relations. But

then is that possible, especially

with America’s sympathy to-
wards Pakistan? During his
visit to this part of the world,
Clinton has repeatedly loathed
terrorism. Other than that, he
has also declared various lucra-
tive aids for India. However, in-
spite of all these, political ana-

lysts feel that the relation may

not really mend. There are two
reasons for it. The first is
America's apathy to declare
Pakistan a terrorist state. The
second is the insistence of the
Government of the United
States of America asking India
to sign the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT). Even
though, Clinton has not ex-
pressed grave concern over the
matter he has informed the
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
Jpayee in no uncertain terms
that the fate of a large number
of funds depend on the CTBT.
There were pundits who llmugiht
that Clinton's visit would
somelhiow restrict the terrorist
movement of Pakistan. Our
nefighbours have already shown
that they care two hoots for
America. The massacre of 39
Sikhs in a village in Kashmir,
on the day the American Presi-
dent's official visit started has
clarified the stand as far as ter-
rorism is concerned. Inspite of
the condolences, that he ex-
pressed, Clinton has made [t
clear that he wants proof from a
third country regarding Pak-
istan’s involvement in terror-
ism iIn India. Vajpayee has
managed to create an iota of
doubt in Clinton's mind regard-
ing Pakistan. However, Clin-
ton's persistence in seeing their
side of the story also will create
roblems for the relation to
ourish.

The CTBT is another issue,
This is where the American
Government may lose its pa-
tience with India. During thelr
mectings, Clinton repeatedly
asked Vajpayee to sign the
CTBT treaty. Which the ludian

Prime Minister flatly refused.

The only concession that he an-
nounced on the nuclear pro-
gramme was that India would
not be the first user. This an-
nouncement had also been
made earlier. As a result, Clin-
ton, who started this tour with
the CTBT being his main prior-
ity, has been peeved. He has not
expressed it but at the same
time he has made it clear that
he has disliked India’s stub-
born attitude on this matter.
However, there are a large
number of good sides of his visit
also. The first is that a dialogue
has started. Clinton has shown
to the World that he is inter-
ested in doing something for
Southeast Asia. His visit to In-
dia is an acknowledgment of
the fact that India is the most
potent power in this region.
And that India will have to play
the lead role in maintaining the
ace and security of the region.
‘ith his visit, Clinton has also

opened the doors of American
investment in India. He has
asked the Indian government to
allow insurance firms to come
into this country. Something
that will benefit both the sides.
The amalgamation of IT tech-
nology of both the countries
will also be a great boost to the
economy of India. Clinton has
already announced that in-
vestments worth 50 million
dollars will take place in the IT
industry after his visit. If that
really happens the Indian com-
puter industry will receive a
great boost.

Not a single country In
South-east Asia has the potent
lunds to tackle diseases like
Malaria, Tuberculosis and
AIDS that affect the people of
this region. India is no excep-
tion. Here all the three diseases
Kill people by the minute. The
Indian administration has
managed to convince Clinton to
donate funds for eradicating the
three diseases. During his tour
to the various states of India.
Clinton has announced dona-
tions worth 10 million dollars

to fight against the diseases.
The Indian Government's aim
of drawing out some funds has
been immensely successful. So
in that way his visit to this
country has been fruitful.




