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Discussion & cultural programme: sam-
milita Sangskritik Jote has organised a discussfon and cultural
function in observance of Independence Day. Venue: Central
Shaheed Minar. Time: 4:30 pm.

- | -
Film show: chiua Nadir Pare' by Tanvir Mokammel
F 7 will be screened on the occasion of Independence Day. Venue:
Public Library auditorfum. Time: 3 pm, 5 pm and 7 pm.

Orientation: the University of Asia Pacific (UAP) will
hold the orlentation programme of its spring 2000 semester.
Venue: UAP premises, House No 71, Rd No 5A, Dhanmondi R/A.
Time: 9:30 am.

National seminar: The School of Environmental
Science and Management, Independent University, Bangladesh
(IUB) is organising a national seminar 'Contamination of
Ground Water by Arsenic in Bangladesh: Speciation, Source and
Mitigation.' Venue: [UB campus,

shundhara. Time: 10 am.

Film show: 'Chitra Nadir Pare’ by Tanvir Mokammel
will be screened on the occasion of Independence Day. Venue:
Public Library auditorium. Time: 10 am, 12 noon, 3 pm, 5 pm

and 7 pin.

| Temperature may rise

Fartl}r cloudy sky over

Weather may remain mainly dry with
6 pm today, reports

the country during the next 12 hours til
UNB.

Slight rise in day temperature is expected across the country
during the period, Met Office said.

The country's highest temperature was 36.0 degree Celsius
recorded yesterday at Chittagong and the lowest was 13.4 degree
Celsius recorded at Dinajpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.12 pm and rises tomor -
row at 5.57 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius Percentage

Max Min Morning Evenlr&%
Dhaka 31.6 20.5 ol
Chittagong 36.0 194 59 58
Rajshahi 31.7 19.0 70 o0
Khulna 33.0 17.6 49 65
Barisal 32.8 18.8 D 61
Sylhet 32.0 185 61 54
Cox's Bazar 35.8 204 51 20

Clinton's encounter
with Bengal tiger

JAIPUR, India, Mar 24: U
President Bill Clinton danced
with women in a rural village
Thursday and lucked out on a
safari when he saw a Bengal
tiger come close to pouncing on
a deer. Now he concludes a five-
day trip to India by visiting a
high-tech centre and the coun-
try's financial capital. reports
AP.

: The President said that at
the request of wildlife experts,
he will issue a plea for preserva-
tion of India's endangered tigers
against continuing poaching.
Twenty of the animals were lost
last year, he said.

The president leaves India
with at least one regret: He fol-
lowed the advice of White House
advisers who, fearing embar-
rassing pictures, persuaded him
not to ride on a painted ele-
phant. The elephant also hap-
pens to be the symbol of the US
Republican Party. "I desperately
wanted to ride on an elephant's
back.” Clinton lamented later.
‘T've always wanted to do it."

Clinton avoided a run-in
with frisky monkeys by surren-
dering the lei he was wearin
around his neck. "I don't min
these monkeys liking me but 1
don't want to get 4,700 shots" if
they had bit me. Clinton

his hair and blanketed his
shirt.

Clinton's next stop was at a
hilltop fortress — Amber Fort —
which was built by a maharaja
in the 16th century. The palace
gateways were built  high
enough to let elephants pass —
and there were more than a
dozen elephants waiting for the
president. ATOT §

White House chief of staft
John Podesta and press secre-
tary Joe Lockhart counseled
Clinton not to take an elephant
ride — but they did when the
media was busy elsewhere with
Clinton.

It was at the fort where
Clinton ran into the monkeys,
who scamper around the
grounds. "I see these monkeys
and they're all looking at me,"
the president said. He said he
realized they wanted the flow-
ers around his neck, so he
obliged them.

rom the fort, Clinton flew
by helicopter to Ranthambhore
National Forest Reserve, home
to deer, crocodiles and other
wildlife, but especially the en-
dangered Bengal tiger. Esti-
mates of the park's tiger popula-
tion vary. Clinton said he was
told there were 16.

lau%hed.

linton's final day in India
on Friday opens in Hyderabad.
a hub of India’s emerging high-
tech industry with offices of
Microsoft, Oracle, GE Capital
and other American firms.

He ends the day in Bombay,
India’s business centre, his last
stop before visiting Pakistan on
Saturday.

On Thursday, Clinton went
to the rural village of Nayla and
heard stories of women battling
for higher wages, education for
girls, better social conditions
and against forced marriages.

Awake, women of fny land.
It's time we E‘IIII}UWFI’{;(! our-
scives.” they sang in Hindi.

Mhere was an edge to those
women todav.” Clinton said
admiringly later. “They had
something. It was special. They
knew they'd done smur‘lhtng
that mattered .~

In the courtyard outside 4
community centre, the presi-
dent joined the women in a tra-
ditional folk dance. They show-
ered Clinton with vellow and
red flower petals that stuek in

gets $50,000

LOS ANGELES, Mar 24: The
scrap metal dealer who found
52 of 55 stolen Oscars while on
a4 scavenger hunt behind a
cheap supermarket was given a
$50.000 reward on Thursday
and said his story should serve
as a lesson that honesty pays,
reports Reuters.

Willie Fulgear, who found
the boxed statuettes near a
frash bin behind a discount
grocery store and alerted au-
thorities, was awarded the
money by Roadway Express Co,
one of whose employees had
been charged with stealing
them.

Fulgear, who currently lives
il a one-room apartment in Los
Angeles, said he will use the
money to buy a home in his na-
tive Misslissippi.

Norm Martin, President, Mardel Grou of Hospitals of
USA, Dr Hebab A Quazi, President, glurtech Interna-
tional of USA and Dr ASM Badruddoza, Managing Direc-
tor, Akashde_»_ep Health Care Limited, signed an MOU at
a ceremony in Hotel Sonargaon on Monday for establish-
g an international standard hospital in the city. M
Mokammel Haque, Executive Chairman, Board of In-
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National Garments Workers' Federation organised a 'human chain' programme in front of

the National Press Club yesterday demanding holiday on Friday.

Arsenic victims in Gulbahar
see ray of hope
US expert begins research

By Asad-uz Zaman, back from Kachua, Chandpur

In a remote village of
Kachua thana under Chandpur
district, the members of somne
six families are no longer afraid
of the arsenic contaminated
tubewell waters as they now
have a 'simple’ and 'cheap'
technology for removing arsenic
from the contaminated waters.

The villagers of Gulbahar,
about 96 Kilometres from
Dhaka city, enthused over the
new technology:.

Dr Xiaoguan Meng, a re-
searcher of USA and co-inventor
of the technology, has provided
some chemicals and equipment,
which are available in the local
markets, to the families as part
of his final-stage research.

0.8 PPM in the water before fil-
tering.

Replying to a question, he
said that {f a family wants to
use 40 liters of arsenic free wa-
ter in a day, they have to spend
only about five US dollars a
year for purchase of the chemi-
cals and equipment needed.

While demonstrating the
process of arsenic removal from
contaminated tubewell water to
journalists and other guests,
including the state minister for
Planning Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Meng used a very
small packed of chemicals and
a filter made of plastic buckets
and sand.

He said apart from the six

.o
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State Minister for Planning Dr

“':I

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir

drinking a glass of purified water after it was made
arsenic-free using relatively cheap chemical procedure.

Meng, an associated profes-
sor of the Stevens Institute of
Technology of USA, has con-
ducted such types of research
in Kishoregonj and Munshigan|
in collaboration with the NGO
Earth Identity Project.

Describing various aspects of
the technology to a group of
Journalists, he said it is possible
to remove arsenic easily from
the badly contaminated waters
by using simple and cheap
chemicals and equipment.

He also said that not only the
arsenic, but other heavy metals
found in water including mer-
cury, lead, iron, pesticides « an
be removed by use of correct
technology.

Mentioning the permissible
limit of arsenic in waters in the
US as 0.05 PPM, the re-
searcher claimed that the level
of arsenic were 0.006 to 0.007
PPM in the tubewell waters of
Gulbahar village after filtering.
The level of arsenic was 0.1 to

— Star photo

families, other villagers of Gul-
bahar are also enthusiastic to
procure the chemical and
equipment to clean their drink-
ing waters.

He began his 3-week long re-
search in Gulbahar on Thurs-
day and the result will be fur-
ther analysed in the USA to give
it a final shape.

After the final results of the
research, the technology would
be made available for the peo-
ple of Bangladesh. he said.

Nasrine N Karim, direclor
general of NGO Earth Identity
Project, said that the technology
for removing arsenic would be
transferred to the local people
after the final research results.

The researchers will train lo-
cal peolple to make them famil-
lar with the equipment and a
chemical plant might be set up
in Bangladesh for commercial
production after the final re-
sults of the research are out,
she added.

vestment, was present as chief guest on the occasion.

Taiwan's 'Mr Democracy'
departs political life

TAIPEI, Mar 24 : Taivan's
Lee Teng-hui, once dubbed “Mr
Democracy” for his crusadin
presidency, today made a bitter
departure from political life
that may overshadow his s)g-
nificant legacy to the island.
reports AFP,

Lee, 77, stepped down from
his powerful role as chafrman
of the Kuomintang (KMT). tak-
ing full responsibility for the
party’'s disastrous defeat in Sat-
urday's election,

He urged members to face the
“cruel reality” of handing over
power 1o the opposition for the
rst time since 1949, when the
nationalists led by Chiang Kai-
shek (lvd China after losing a
clvil war 10 Mao Zedong's conn-
THAST S

Under the 12 vears of the so-
called Lee Teng-hul era. Talwan
ushered n democracy, trans-
formed an agrarian economy
Into an Industrial powerhouse
and elevated 1s International
profile despite Beljing's diplo-
matic blockade.

But like so many other polit-
lcal strongimen. at the end Lee
was deaf to demands for further
reforms.

He Is credited with gulding
Talwan away from authoritari.
anism In a "peaceful revolu-
tlon” but at the same time estab-

lished a dictatorship withi tl
Hy p n the

The loreign media hononred
him with the nickname "Mr.
Democracy” for his early re-
forms, but disgruntled party
members dubbed him the "KMT
terminator” for widening in-
ternal rifts and forcing out re-
form-minded leaders.

President-elect Chen Shui-
blan captured 39.3 per cent of
the vote Saturday, rallying 4.9
milllon people in support of his
light against the corruption.

nfluence-peddling.  politic al
privilege and inefficiciiey (hat
were trademarks of the KM |

Lee was born in Taiwan In
1923, which was then under a
90-year Japanese occupation.

Obituary

NEW DELHI, Mar 24:
Karimul Hoque Chowdhury, a
Bangladeshi Banker, died at the
Escorts Hospital here yester-
day. He was 51, rﬂx}rta BSS.

Earlier, Chowdhury, Deputy
General Manager of Rupali
Bank (Cantonment Branch),
underwent bypass surgery at the
same hospital,

His body will be flown to
Dhaka by British Atrways on
March 26, a Bangladesh High
Commission source sakl,

Hundreds of
Chinese boats
intruding
Taiwan waters

TAIPEI, Mar 24 : Hundreds
of Chinese fishing vessels in-
truded into the waters of a fron-
tier Taiwanese island today in
an apparently orchestrated in-
timidatory gesture, a report
said, reports AFP.

The number of Chinese fish-
ing boats sailing off Tungyin,
one of several Talwan-con-
trolled islets near the main-
land, has increased to about
240, the state-funded Central
News Aency reported.

A Defense Ministry
spokesman told AFP that the
reports were being checked.

Dozens of Chinese fishing
vessels were also seen in the
area earlier this week after the

Chen Shui-bian
new president,

as Taiwan's

Political
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and countering the Opposition
agitation. The schedule for the
tour, second of its kind in three
months, is expected to be de-
cided later this month, sources
said.

A five-day tour of AL central

15-19. But it failed to deliver the
expected result as most of the
leaders did not visit the areas
they were assigned.

PM: US visit

From Page 1

The core entourage will
comprise State Minister Abul
Hasan Chowdhury and some
senior officials.

Her next trip to Washington,
D C is due to take place in Octo-
ber. This trip would be the first
bilateral official trip at the in-
vitation of US President Bill
Clinton, who extended the invi-
tation during his Bangladesh
tour this month. The exact date
for the state visit to the US capi-
tal will be mutually worked out
and is likely to be preceded by a
visit to the United nations
General Assembly, which she is
expected to address.

Mob-BDR

From Page 1
admitted to local hospital

Police and witnesses said
BDR jawan Alauddin had an
altercation with confectionery
owner Shahidul Islam at 7 am
over purchasing a coke. At one
stage, Alauddin slapped
Shahid, but local people then
settled the matter.

Alauddin went back to his
camp and returned to the area
along with 25 to 30 BDR men
equlﬁ;}ed with sticks. They beat
up the people standing on the
road and damaged some houses,
leaving 15 people injured.

After the incident, local peo-
ple put up barricade at Gulshan
crossing on Mangalbari road
disrupting road communica -
tions for one and a half-hour.

The situation became nor-
mal after intervention by Joy -
purhat Pourasava Chairman
Khandakar Waliuzzaman Alamn
and district unit Awami League
President Abdul Aziz Molla and
ASP (Circle) Shahjahan Al

Commanding Officer of 5-Ri -
fle battalion Lt Col Abdul
Khaleque confirmed the inci-
dent. But it could not be known
if any action was taken against
the BDR men.

Opposition

From Page ]

Shamsnl Islam in the chair.
The meeting was held at 29
Minto Road the ollicial resi-

dence of the Leader of the Oppo-
Sition e oo liament

Fresh action progranunes,
including hartal, will he an-
nounced at the meeting, sonrces
sald.

BNP Chalrperson Khaleda
Zia. Jativa Party Chalrman HM
Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islamli
Ameer Golam Azam and Islamd
Olkya Jote Chatrman Azizul
Haq will address the meeting
from one platform.

The allinnce held similar
progrannne at Paltan Maidan
in the capital on February 13,

Sources sald the Lialson
Committee will meet again
soon to Hnalise (resh action
programumes to be announced
from Chittagong on April 4,

BN Iv.uh'r kuwur Zahid, JP
lcader Kazi Firoz Rashid, Ja-
it leaders Mohammad Koun-
tuzzaman and Abdul Qader
Mollah and 10J leader ARM
Abdul Matin attended the meet-

Ing.

election of pro-independence .

leaders was taken up in January

] 'worth about' Tk 10 crore.

———
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FBI agents in Chile
seek evidence for
possible Pinochet

indictment

SANTIAGO, Mar 24 : As a US
FBI team arrived here to gather
evidence on the 1976 murder in
Washington of an exiled
Chilean politician, the US Jus-
tice Department was reported
Thursday to be aiming for a US
indictment of former dictator

- India arrests militant over
S-] ] ] I; ] ot
NEW DELHI, March 24: In- one Abu Mahaj of the Lashkar -

dian police have arrested a e-Toiba outfit and Salﬁ_ﬂlah of

Musliin militant they said had the Hizbul Mujahideen,” Pande

confessed to helping two groups said.

of foreign separatists suspected Lashkar-e-Tolba and the

of massacring 36 Sikh villagers Hizbul Mujahideen are two of

earlier this week, a top officlal the main Muslim separatist

sald Friday, reports AFP. groups in the troubled state.
“The Kashmi police have ar - “The terrorists were wearin

Augusto Pinochet in connection | rested a local resident of military uniforms. Saifulla
with the killing, reports AFP. Chatisinghpora, 24-year-old and Abu Mahaj who led the

The Chilean interior min- | Mohammad Yaqoob Wagay, groups told that orders had been
Istry confirmed Thursday that | who participated in the carna recefved to carry out the klllm[{
the Fy regime headed by | on Thursday.," Kamal Pande, of the Sikhs of the village,

Pande said.

"They (Sikhs) were collected
on the pretext that a crackdown
was being conducted by the
(Indian) army. Wagay was along

Pinochet.

The Washington Post news-
paper reported Thursday that
the US Justice Department had
reaclivated a long-dormant

secretary in the home ministry,
sald.

‘It 1s a major breakthrou
as Wagay disclosed that the
carnage was perpetrated by a

grand jury investigation into | Joint group, predominantly with them when they were shot
the crime. consisting of foreign mercenar - dealad. He was well known in the
les.” village.

The department was actln(pjg
under pressure from US-base
human rnochet to trial for ac-
tions carried out under his
regime, these groups have pres-
sured the US Justice Depart-
ment to revive the Investigation
-- above all to determine
whether final responsibility for
Letelier's murder lay with
Pinochet, it said.

If a US indictment does re-

"Some of the members of the
group used to visit the village on
carlier occassions and Wagay
organised their meals and pro-
vided logistic support,” he said,
adding that Wagay was indenti-
fied by some of the villagers.

He sald Investigations were
continuing and Wagay had dis-
closed some of the names of
other militants who were in-

The killings took place in
Chatisinghpora village, some
70 kilometers south of Srinagar
on the eve of US President Bill
Clinton’s five-day trip on Mon -
day.
No one has claimed respon -
sibility for the killings, the
first major violence against
Sikhs In Kashmir since the
Muslim insurgency began in

sult. Pinochet would be un- | 1989. but India has blamed volved in the massacre.
likely to be extradited to stand | Pakistan-backed Muslim sepa- They picked the soft targets.
trial In the United States ac. | ratists. The Idea was to create may-

hem,” Pande said.

cording to the Washington Post. “The group was jointly led by

——

"American Beau ty" edges ahead
in run-up to Oscars

LOS ANGELES, March 24: It
was a long time coming, but
"American Beauty" emerged
Frlda}y as a slim favorite in
what has been an unusually un -
predictable contest for best pic-
ture in this year's Academy
Awards, reports AFP.

"American Beauty' is the
dominant movie this year, and
| happen to think that it's going
to sweep," entertainment
columnist Barry Koltnow told
AFP, days before the ceremony.

Jonathan Taylor, an execu -
tive editor at Daily Variety,
agreed, but warned that the race
for the coveted Oscar statuette
was not over yet.

"This Is an unusually wide -
open year for the Oscars,” Tay-
lor told AFP. "Most vears,

Two shot

From Page 12

structed cinema hall and an
under-construction nine
-storied shopping complex on
the night February 24 to collect
ransom from the owners”, a res-
ident of the area claimed. Part
of the land was being developed
by Musa, he said.

Musa said the total area of
the land is over 2.25 bighas,

there's a clear front-runner.
With movies like 'Schindler's
List,' 'Driving Miss Daisy,' 'For -
rest Gump,” you knew (who
would win) by January.

"By now, there's a sort of con -
sensus that it will probably be
‘American Beauty," he salid.

The movie, a satire of subur -
ban America directed by Briton
Sam Mendes, garnered eight
nominations and has won
other prizes, including a Golden
Globe for best director and an
award from the Directors Guild
of America.

"l don't think anybody will
be surprised if 'The Cider House
Rules’ pulls a punch,” Taylor
added, referring to the film
based on the John Irving novel
and directed by Lasse Hallstrom
of Sweden.

The neck-and-neck nature of
the contest makes it all but im -
possible to pick a winner, said
Las Vegas oddsmaker Lenny del
Genio.

"The Cider House Rules” and
"American Beauty" were both at
even money in del Genio's book
until Thursday, when an in-
crease irl money on "American
Beauty” saw the film edge ahead
at six to five.

Three other films are also in
the running: "The .Tasider.”
based on the story of the tobacco
industry s first whistleblower:

actor for his role as Frank-T.J.
Mackey, a macho self-help sex
guru, in the offbeat, emotional
saga "Magnolia.”

There could be some sur-
prises” in other categories,
Koltnow added.

‘Denzel (Washington) could
be one,” he said. Washington
nabbed the best actor nomina-
tion for his role as the Ameri -
can boxing champ Rubin “Hur-
ricane” Carter, who spent 19
vears in prison under a wrong -
ful murder conviction, in "The
Hurricane.”

Although Washington won
critical kudos for his portraval,
critics lambasted the filin for
allegedly stretching the truth in
its dramatization of the non-
fictional tale

"Washington certainly de-
serves (to win),” Koltnow added.
"But the controversy killed the
movie

All the bet-hedging in the
world cannot change the verdict
of the Academy, a body re-
stricted to 5,600 individuals
who have achieved distinction
in movie-making.

Their vote was final by the
end of the day Thursday, when
ballots were due at the offices of
PriceWaterhouse, the Academy
sald in a statement

Comedian Billy Crystal. a

The gang also drove away ! _
seasoned and beloved master of

workers and took awav con-

struction material worth about The Green Mile 4 prison ceremonies at the Oscars, will
Tk 15 lakh from the site, Musa drama starring Tom Hanks present the awards Sunday in
alleged. The occupiers are now and "The Sixth Sense.” a Los Angeles’ Shrine Audito -
demanding 25 per cent of the psycho-thriller whose child rium

property or the equivalent star Haley Joel Osment is The voting deadline had been

extended two days after hun-
dreds of ballots disappeared in
the mail -- in a mishap that was
not the only one to plague this
year s contest.

amount of money for a settle-
ment of the "dispute”, he alleged.
Musa alleged that some local
leaders of the ruling party are
involved with the occupiers.

nominated for best supporting
aclor.

‘Tom Cruise is the only sure
bet,” del Genio said. Cruise is
nominated for best supporting
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Iraffic on the section of Mirpur Road leading from Science Laboratory to Nilkhet crossing
plied one-way yesterday. This picture was taken in the afternoon yvesterday and shows a
remarkably congestion-free road in front of Gausia market. — Star photo
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Dirty and stinking water overflows from a sewerage line at Karwan Bazar in front of The
Daily Star office. Many a city sewerage pipeline lie overflowing or broken, but there is no
attempt to repair these. The brunt is borne by those who use these roads (See editorial
on page 4). — Star photo
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