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talks with US President

ISLAMABAD, Mar 24 Pak-
{stan's military rulers prepared
today for tough talks with US
President Bill Clinton a day af-
ter statements from the two
sides showed a gulfl in their
stances on democracy and trou-
bled Kashmir, reports Reuters.

US officials said Clitnon
would push hard for military
ruler General Pervez Musharraf
to back down in the conflict
with India over the Himalayan
region of Kashmir, and urge
him to go further to restore
democracy after last October's

bloodless coup.
Musharraf has already
strongly rejected a remark from

Clinton this week in which the
president came close to explic-
itly blaming some in power in
the Pakistan government for
supporting militant groups
behind the violence in Kashmir.

"No part of the government
Is involved in any violence. [ to-
tallv disagree.” he told a news
conference on Pakistan’'s Na-
tional Day.

police said Friday, AP repo

vehicle at a bend in the road.

Reuters says from Berlin.
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38 Thais killed in truck crash:
Thirty-eight Thais were killed when a truck carrying sugarcane
plant workers ran out of control going

northeastern Thailand and crashed into electricity poles,

Musharraf sald he would ask

Clinton to play a role "in the
background” for a settlemtent In
Kashmir because India had re-
jected suggestions for media-
tion by Washington.

I will try to tell President
Bill Clinton that there Is a need
to put an end to state terrorism
in Kashmir to end Kkillings of
innocent people,” he said.

The nuclear-capable nelgh-
hours have fought two of their
three wars over Kashmir since
Bainiug independence from

ritain five decades ago.

Senior US officials travel-
ling with Clinton in India be-
fore his arrival in Islamabad
on Saturday said the United
States was opposed to mediat-
ln%(the Kashmir dispute because
Pakistan, outgunned by India
in conventional weapons,
would see It as a "security um-
brella.”

“It's very Important to dis-
abuse the Pakistanis of the no-
tion that if they get into a con-
flict (with India), the interna-

down a hill in

rts from Bangkok.

The six-wheel truck was ferrying over 70 workers back home
late Thursday from a cane processing plant in Chalyaphum,
275 km north of Bangkok, when the driver lost control of the
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Clinton to visit Germany in June:
US President Bill Clinton will visit Germany at the beginnin
of June for a trip expected to include talks with European Socia

Democrat leaders, a German newspaper reported Thursday.

The Stuttgarter Zeitung daily reported that Clinton would
visit Germany on June 2 and 3 after postponing a trip originally
scheduled for the beginning of May.

tics.

'Wan Azizah Wan Ismail (L), Malaysian opposition deputy
. and wife of ousted deputy prime minister Anwar Ibrahim,
shares a laugh with Asia-pacific Women Parliamentari-
ans' Conference President Chandni Joshi from Nepal
yesterday. Azizah was a keynote speaker at the two-day
conference during which women politicians from 21 coun-
tries called for increased participation of women in poli-

— AFP photo
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of Bangladesh

Kurmitola, Dhaka
No. CAAB/EM-3/1999-2000/10

Tender Notice

1 Name of work

Development of Rajshahi Airport (SH:-

Supply of spare parts for 2-100KVA
FG Wilson Auto Engine Generating
set). Ch. to:- Code No-100(IFA).

Estimated cost
3 Eamest money

no

Tk. 99,985/- only.
Tk. 2,500/~ only in the shape of Bank

Draft/Pay Order from any scheduled
bank of Bangladesh in favour of the
‘Airport Manager, Rajshahi Airport,
Rajshahi.

4. Eligibility of the
firm

CAAB enlisted 'C' & above class E/M
contractor having valid electrical

licence and experience in similar
nature of works.

5 Precondition to Above firms may apply with
purchase/set necessary papers in favour of their
tender schedule eligibility for purchase tender schedule.

6 Value of tender TK 150/- (one hundred fifty) only.
papers (non-refundable).

7 Place of : a) Superintending Engineer,
availability of P&D/QS Circle, CAAB,
tender Kurmitola, Dhaka.

b) Executive Engineer, E/M Division-
3, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

C) Airport Manager, Rajshahi
Airport, Rajshahi..

d PA to Member (Ops. & Plans),
Chief Engineer, CAAB HQ and
Director (ZIA), CAAB.
Kurmitola, Dhaka.

8 Place of tender Office of the Executive Engineer, E/M

receiving/opening Division-3, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.
9 Last date of 3-4-2000 (during office hours)

tender selling
10 Date & time of ; 4-4-2000 (up to 1200 hours).

tender receiving
11. Date & time of 4-4-2000 (at 1230 hours)

tender opening '

In case of unavoidable circumstances, if the total transport
and communication are disrupted on the date of receiving and
opening tenders will be received and opened on the next office day.
Other terms and conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.

Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
lenders or part thereof without assigning any reason.

Executive Engineer

DFP-6429/19/3
(-535

E/M Division No-3
CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka-1229.

tional community will step In.”
said one US officlal, )

1 think they feel they can be
adventuresome because they
feel the International commu-
nity particularly the United
States, will bail them out, the
official sald,

Musharraf sald he would
stress to Clinton the Kashmir
dispute was the core issue be-
tween Pakistan and India.

Clinton stepped into the con-
flict last year when he pushed
then prime minister Nawaz
Sharif to pull back Pakistani-
backed militants who crossed
into the Indian side of Kashmir
in a crisis which brought the ri-
vals close to war.

Sharif's climbdown was
thought to have contributed to
his overthrow when Musharraf
seized power and suspended the
constitution and National As-
sembly.

Musharraf announced a
timetable on Thursday for local
elections, saying polls for the
local bodies would be held be-

tween December and August
2001, but he rejected demands
for a time frame for national
elections, saying time was
needed for economlic revival
and political and administra-
tive reforms.

US officlals sald It was a
positive first step, but more was
needed.

‘It is a positive step but what
we are looking for Is a roadmap
to national elections and a
restoration of democratic rule
in Pakistan." White House
spokesman Joe Lockhart told
reporters (n India.

Clinton, who was also to go
on television and radio to ad-
dress the Pakistani people, will
push Musharraf on nuclear re.
straint, Including the signing of
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty.

Musharraf has sald a na-
tional consensus on the issue
had to evolve first.

Other items on the agenda
include terrorism.

International

Pak govt prepares for tough |

il

-
P —

US President Bill Clinton (L) and daughter Chelsea (2nndL) look at some jewelry at a
street vendor's outside Fort Amber Thursday in Jaipur, India. President Clinton toured
the palace, which began construction in 1592, on his six-day trip to South Asia,

— AFP photo

Russia forbids movement in
Chechnya ahead of polls

MOSCOW, Mar 24 : The Rus-
sian military in Chechnya has
forbidden all movement aroundl
the republic due to fears thal
this weekend's presidential
election may be sabotaged by
rebel separatists, the NTV tele-
vision channel reported, with-
out citing sources, says AFP.

The independent television
channel saild the militar
command had closed off all
movement of traffic and civil-
jans around the republic until
Monday.

Moscow has repeatedly
warned that rebel units have
threatened to disrupt Sunday’s
elections, in which Vladimir
Putin, the architect of the
Chechen war, is the runaway
favourite.

Rebel spokesmen have said
they are regrouping and plan-
ning to hit back at Russian
forces sweeping through the re-
public, even plotting a raid on
the capital Grozny itself.

Russia has set up more than
300 polling stations in Chech-
nya to try and enable even dis-
placed civilians to cast their
vote. Many have said they will

not bother. some even suggest-
ing that the Russian ilitary
was Inving to cocree them to
vote.

Last day for
campaigning

Meanwhile, Challengers to
runaway election favourite
Vladimir Putin were winding up
their campaigns on Friday, the
last day on which electioneer-
ing was permitted ahead of
Sunday's elections for presi-
dent.

Putin, 47, is widely ext)ut‘tvd
to win the first-round ballot,
though pollsters are divided on
whether he will garner the 50
percent of the vote needed to
avoid a second-round run-off
vote against his nearest chal-
lenger.

hat is likely to be Commu-
nist Party chief Gennady
Zyuganov, who currently scores
around 20 percent of voting in-
tentions. Zyuﬁanov was wrap-
ping up a lacklustre campaign
Friday by meeting leaders of
Russian patriotic movements.

Pakistan moves to close
down most of Islamabad

Security measures for Clinton visit

ISLAMABAD, Mar 24 : Pak-
istan’s army and police forces
were today preparing to close
down most of Islamabad in a
major security operation ahead
of the visit of US President Bill
Clinton, reports AFP

"Only winged creatures will
be able to breach the security
screen,” one Pakistanl security
official said.

Clinton, who will be the first
US president to visit since
Richard Nixon In 1969, arrives
here at lunchtime on Saturday
and will stay for just six hours
at the end of a week-long trip to
India.

As part of an elaborate secu-
rity operation his schedule has
still not been announced.

The president is expected to
arrive at Islamabad’'s military
airport at Chaklala and travel
straight to the Presidency, in
the heart of the capital, Pak-
istani military officials said

There he will meet Pak-
istan's President Muhammad

Rafiq Tarar and military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf, the
army chief who seized power in
a coup in October, and may also
make a television address to the
Pakistani nation.

Clinton has already made
clear his talks with Musharraf
will be tough, and there will be
pressure on Pakistan to restore
democracy and curb Islamic
militancy.

On Thursday Musharraf
made his first clear commit-
ment to democracy, giving dates
for local elections next year,
and promised general elections
would follow.

‘If this plan is implemented
then measures will be intro-
duced to establish genuine
democracy at all levels,” Tanvir
Hussain Naqgvi, the head of the
National Reconstruction Bu-
reau, told a news conference on
Friday.

“This government is firmly
set on a steady and stable course
to the introduction of democ-

racy from bottom to top.” the re-
tired four-star general said.

"We bhave taken a bottom-up
approach to the solution of gov-
ernance, The people of Pakistan
are the country s most valuable
asset.

But the White House has al-
ready said the announcement,
although positive. was not
enough.

In Islamabad troops have al-
ready started taking positions
at the airport and along the
route to the presidency.

Hotels in the capital and the
nearby twin city of Rawalpindi
have been put under watch and
soldiers will be standing guard
on the hilltops which skirt the
capital.

"We are doinF everything to
ensure foolproof security,” the
citv police chief Nasir Khan
Durrani told AFP.

American security teams are
also here to assist and coordi-
nate. "We are cooperating with
each other,” Durrani said

Police patrol Kashmir towns
after Sikh-Muslim clashes

SRINAGAR, India, Mar 24 :
Police stepped up patrols and
leading clerics called for calm
in Kashmir today after sectar-
ian violence between Sikhs and
Muslims provoked by a mas-
sacre of Sikh villagers.

"Security in all the major
towns across Kashmir state has
been beefed up to prevent mis-
creants from making trouble,”
Kashmir's deputy police chief
Ashok Bhan told AFP Friday.

"Police are on look-out for
miscreants, and we will deal
strictly with them."

Hundreds of Sikhs Chantmg
"we will spill blood for blood
were seen heading to Chatis-
inghpora, a village some 70 km
south of here where 36 Sikhs
were taken from their homes
and executed by unidentified
gunmen on Monday.

Sikhs from all over Kashmir
have been pouring into the vil-
lage to offer their condolences
to the bereaved families.

A 24-hour curfew in the
southern winter capital Jammu
was eased to dusk-till-dawn fol-
lowing riots there Thursday
night when Sikh and Hindu
youths targeted Muslims in re-
venge attacks following Mon-
day night's mnassacre.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the Killings, the
first major violence against
Sikhs in Kashmir since the
Muslim insurgency began in
1989, but India has blamed
Pakistan-backed Muslim sepa-
ratists.

Reinforced police patrols
were deployed overnight in the
northern town of Baramulla, 50
km north of Srinagar, to pre-
vent Sikh-Muslim clashes, po-
lice and residents said.

Tension erupted in the bor-
der town overnight when Mus-
lims were pelted with stones
and assaulted, leaving two chil-
dren injured.

Angry Sikhs also attacked
cars and buses owned by Mus-
lims, who are the majority in
India's only Muslim state.

Police were called out to dis-
perse crowds of Muslim youths
who poured on to the streets
later Thursday to shout slogans
condemning the state govern-
ment,

Muslim and Sikh clerics ap-
pealed for communal harmony
from mosques and temples in
Baramulla.

“The town is calm today fol-
lowing the appeals by clerics,”
Bhan said.

Taiwan's new leader vows
to avoid independence call

TOKYO, Mar 24 : Taiwan
president-elect Chen Shui-bian
vowed to steer clear of declaring
independence so long as China
made no plans to invade, ac-
cording to an interview pub-
lished here today, reports AFP.

'l will not promote the two-
nation policy incorporated in
the constitution while I am in
office," Chen told Japan's Asahi
Shimbun.

"Also | will not hold a refer-
endum to choose between unifi-
cation and independence, nor
will [ move to change the name
of Taiwan," he said in a rare in-
terview with foreign media af-
ter his election victory.

"I will not declare indepen-
dence as long as China does not
plot a military invasion of
Taiwan."

The next Taiwanese presi-
dent said he aimed to engage
China with negotiations on
three topics -- direct exchanges,
a peace agreement and lostering
of mutual trust.

‘We would like drastically to
revicew and amend those poli-
cies based on the principle of
reciprocity and on the Kkey

AR AT we

SemEl fEE Fagm TS

waolq fqeafe

TE Jt-fRanfs /fEan/fe-=8 /5 /513 8)

TAYES 3-9-2000%tY An-33-38 oLt

AETH AfE THTT QAT WEF 3555-00032 AR

“q/fR" @<
fasmsta

cifrFee BemmEa A 2B Tmdiga 193

FIRRIAR b Sfa TENE TN & AANIZATS

AA9A WTRH 391 130908 |
Y FIEq AN s

TMRITA 76 s ey orda

4™ A9991% |

4 Q1[I D1 3
7Afaae
o HA7®@
NG
8l HAQ
MR

¢l WATa 4 T %)

43793 3§

AT

VAT ©9% Q1D 1A R.¢% |
Y0-8-000% @ d3-00 9T

Y0-8-000%t (@ S3-wo fURD |

SYRAIF ATIEA, I ARETES

(W) AEN, M8 @S, (eufia,
DIF]- S0k |

<) s zfirmm, ¢ fFem, e
1) (B 2T, M, B |

v 4%

I fast. e,

SR, 3B

T) TYRYWT AFA, A AfA5TeH
(af5x) ATEm, oS, wufis,
OT¥I- Y0k |

<) fasitt =fieram, e e, o
) cor e, R v, iR

¥) CTATN AP, CSSTNE MNGUE B
M1, ST, FR |

af®
K |

16 b q¢o/- (eSS @ D1l

USRI R

PANI-360/1999-2000)
foife

C18 *HEETE«
A48 arayrn

Taj Mahal a

magnificent
treasure,
says Clinton

AGRA, Mar 24: A magnifi-
cent treasure, is how US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton described the
Taj Mahal, while daughter
Chelsea said the 17th century
monument of love was a testa-
ment to man's work and God's
inspiration, reports PTI.

Thank you for the wonderful
tour of this magnificent trea-
sure, Clinton wrote in the visi-
tor's book after touring the
marble mausoleum for over 90
minutes Wednesday evening.

Clinton, who along with
Chelsea were escorted around
one of the seven wonders of the
world by a senlor official of the
archeological Survey of India,
evinced keen interest in the ar-
chitecture and asked several
questions about the marble in-
lay work and fourtains in the
sprawling lush green complex

The US President expressed
a desire to visit Emperor Shal-
Jahan's tribute to his beloved
wile Mumtaz Mahal once again.

In her remarks in the visi-
tors' book, Chelsea wrote,
thank you for sharing this truly
awesome place, with my father
and all our company. It is a
hlcs.uing to see such a testament
to men's work and God's inspi-
ration.

Later, addressing a conler-
ence on 'US-India environment
and clean energy’ at the Ta|
Khema Hotel overlooking the
Taj, Clinton sald, standing in
the shadow of the Taj Mahal, we
can say It Is a monument bullt
in love., All important monu-
ments are built for love.

premise that Taiwan's security
waoalld be assured.” '

In the run-up to the Taiwan
elections on March 18, Beijing
unleashed a stream of threats
that it would use force if the is-
land moved toward indepen-
dence.

But Chen said his Demo-
cratic Progressive Party only
advocated a referendum on the
matter.

"I will refrain from com-
menting on revision of the
party platform but I would only
say that what the party plat-

form mentions is not Taiwan's
independence.’ It only uses the
term referendum,” he was
(Uit | a1s Hc]}'ing.

\'« cannot restrict a refer-
endin because it is a basic right
of thie people but at the same
time it Is not something that
must be held right away.” Chen
added.

The Democratic Progressive
Party is debating whether to
drop all mention of indepen-
dence and constitutional re-
form in its manifesto following
Chen's historic victory

& il]! B!il ﬁl

'US not tilted
towards either

India or Pakistan'

NEW DELHI, Mar 24: US As-
sistant Secretary of State Karl
Inderfurth yesterday sald
Washington was not tilting to-
wards either India or Pakistan
and wanted good relations with
both, reports PTI.

"We want to have good rela-
tions with both India and Pak-
Istan and are not tilting from
one country to the other or
choosing one country or the
other,” he told "Aaj Tak'.

"But ar this point, we clearly
have many opportunities that
we can pursue with India. That
has been the centerplece of this
visit and I think it has been
very successful.” he said addmg
we explained our concerns an
our hopes very clearly.

Asked what response United
States expected from Islamabad
on Clinton's plea for improving
Indo-Pak relations during his
visit to Pakistan on Saturday,
Inderfurth said let's seen at that
point how the authorities in

Pakistan respond to his mes-
sage.

Thousands of

pilgrims flock

to papal mass
in Galilee

KORAZIM, Israel, Mar 24 :
Thousands of pilgrims flocked
on foot today to a field over-
looking the Sea of Galilee ahead
of a morning mass led by Pope
John Paul II, continuing his
emotional pilgrimage to the
sites of Jesus's life and death,
reports AFP.

Israell police said they ex-
pected the mass to draw up to
90,000 people by the tiny hill-
side hamlet of Korazim in what
would be lar%esl gathering of
the pope’s millennium tour and
the largest such ever
staged in Israel.

However, the mass was de-
layed by one hour to 11 a.m.
(3:00 pm BST) because of driv-
ing rain and winds overnight,
although the weather had iwm-

proved: bhy and

event

CAriv morning

the sun was shining over the
Site

Taiwan President Lee Teng-
hui arrives at the KMT
party headquarters yester-
day in Taipel. Lee resigned
yesterday as leader of the
KMT to take responsibility
for the party's humiliating
defeat 1n the March 18 pres-
idential elections.

— AFP photo
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