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Clinton’s Visit: What Did Bangladesh Get?

1EN Bill Clinton. the
first US President to
undertake his malden

visit to Dhaka, on March 20,
had said — “Bangladesh is a
nation with a great future”

-~ Che Daily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali
Dhaka, Friday, March 24, 2000

| Fallout of Cancelled Trips

L

Immediately after the World
war 1l Winston Churchil was
unexpectedly defeated in the
general elections in UK, In hig

lace came Clement Atlee,
on after that as Churchil, as

by Mansoor Mamoon

Clinton’s visit did not bring about any strong US commitment excepting the assurances
for some assistance. But that at long last a US President set his foot on the soil of

American economist Lester Ban ladesh for the ﬁrs time 1 1 ¥ 3 . . - .
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very same country is bound to al a ;
flash across the :-I}‘l’lnd. In 1992 g ention. journalists pressed him for his |

garden path at Joypura village and Savar Natlonal

' t ds hi ntry's
Mausoleum was abandoned at the last minute. Thanks to ‘secu- views towards his country

Thurow wrote "Bangladesh does  fused to sign the PSC. mentalists are miniscule in

Shelkh Mujib as the “father of

d

Liberation War.

before the word 'go’.

sidered ‘unsafe’ for a visit by a high dignitary.

assuage our feelings to be candid.

such matters.

it all

rity reasons’ shrouded in mystery before being finally revealed
from Washington courtesy a New York Times report. The dis-
closure comes as a bombshell reading like this: his visit to a
Bangladesh village was called off due to intelligence reports of a
possible attack by terrorists linked to Osama bin Laden. The
planned helicopter trip involved ‘passing over a wooded area

- attacker armed with a shoulder-launched missile.” It was as part
of the same outing that Clinton was to have visited the Savar
National Mausoleum to pay homage to the Martyrs of our

Besides sharing the countrywide disappointment over the
cancellation of his trips which were potentially the high point of
his Bangladesh itinerary we are taken aback by the suddenness
of the alarmist view taken by the US Secret Service even though
| they had been In charge of the US President’s security since

This is not to question the credibility or validity of the securi-
ty-related anxiety for President Clinton’s physical safety but to
draw attention to the whole series of precautions the US Secret
Service had taken well in advance of his trip. In several phases
spread over months we have seen preparatory visits paid to note.far - to
‘Dhaka and its outskirts by pre-advance teams, advance teams
and US Gls conjuring up in the process a reassuring vision of a
fool-proof security arrangement being put in place right across
the enclave of his planned visitation. We were not allowed the full
play of our natural hospitality flair in terms of not merely greet-
ing the US President out of Dhaka city but also being entrusted
with a greater involvement In security matters commensurate
with our expectations as a friendly host country. In good faith and
grace did we let them look after the security details in a country
we knew like the thumb of our hand; but what have we got in
return: a blackened. smeared face to a country abrasively con-

Granted, the US President's security risk rating is high.
But was it beyond the capability of the advance US security
contingent to secure that wooded patch under the flight
route of the helicopter with logistics support from local secu-
rity forces who were only keen to offer it. Our established cre-
dentials in UN peacekeeping operations could not be trifled
with. President Clinton's remark that the security threat
against him in Bangladesh was not the fault of Bangladesh
Government or the people of that country (as indeed it could
not be, because the matter was principally placed under the
US jurisdiction) is welcome but it does not go far enough to

It is a gracious piece of consolation that we take in our stride
alright, but not without demurring at what we regard as a fridgety
ecurity concern betraying scant regard for the goodwill and
trustworthiness of a traditional ally with justified sensitivity in lief. no favoured nation treat-

Agreed it was unwitting, but admittedly it was irresponsible
as well on their part to have been so dismissive of our minimal
sensibilities. Indeéd we will take time-1o-lwe down the. eflect of

not play. If it were to disappear,
economic life would not be
different in the rest of the
world." Under what magic spell
this dismal prediction suddenly
turned into ebbulition and
made an American President
come rushing all the way to the

cultural heritage, its demo-
cratic tradition and spirit of
tolerance, national cohesion
(though a semblance of these
now exist because of long drawn
political confrontation) so on
and so forth. Even he was found
to be quoting from the great
Bengali Nobel Laureate Ra-
himﬁ'a Nath Tagore to stress
that a new dawn of cooperation
between Bangladesh and United
States has been heralded. In the
euphoria evaporated Washing-
ton's past conception of
Bangladesh as 'an Interna-
tional basket case', a perennial
poverty-pocket, a disaster-
prone country. The reason is
seek, b ds
Bangladesh's natural gas
bounty and the strategic loca-
tion of the country in the belt
around China that largely
brought about the sudden
change in the US mindset.

It was hardly the milestone
of the new millennium as the
ruling party stalwarts would
like the people to believe. Both
the ruling party and the main-
stream opposition as if entered
into a mad race in currying his
favour — one side with its urg-
ings while the other with its
complaints. Most of our capital
city was virtually Kept besieged
for hours together and airlinks
with outside remained almost
snapped. Dhaka, however, wore
a new look in a bid to cover up
the endemic poverty that stalks
the land.

President Clinton heard
more, gave more hearing but
promised very little. When
Bangladesh did not (at least of-
ficially and openly) agree to gas
export to India under pressure
from the civil society and pa-
triotic political elements,
things started to move in a dil-
ferent direction. At least on this
count Sheikh Hasina deserves
the nation’s thanks for boldly
and clearly enunciating her
policy on gas export. No debt re-

ment, no raising of quota of
RMG. no legal cover for the ille-
gal immigrants, no straight-cut
assurance for the extradition of
the killers of Sheikh Muljlbur
Rahiman etc followed.” And one
of the US companies has re-
& %
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Friday Mailbox

Clinton’s visit in Bangladesh

President’s visit in my country. I eagerly watched
the CNN channel and read Bangladeshi newspa-
pers online to get the news regarding this visit. But
when | learnt that President Clinton did not go to
the Savar mausoleum to pay homage to our mar-
yrs, 1 was really shocked!

Lack of security cannot be a good enough rea-
son for Clinton not going to Savar.

M. Nazmul Ahsan Khan
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Indiana, USA

“"n an Antique Land”

Sir. 1 would like to draw your attention to the
editorial titled = In an Antique Land™ of the March
6 issue of India Today published from New Delhi,
India. In the editorial it was highlighted how Bihar,
once rated ‘India’s best governed state” ‘has come
to" symbolise all that can go wrong — has gone
wrong due to subsequent poor governance. As a
resulf, Bihar has turned into ‘India’s most im-
poverished state’ in spite of having vast natural

b FTESOLLICES.

But I was surprised at their remarks comparing
Bihar ‘as the national basket case, an in-house
Bangladesh or Somalia’. | thought these kinds of
irresponsible and discourteous remarks were the
exclusive preser¥es of arrogant western
nations. Even Henry Kissinger later regretted that
he had made similar remarks during early 1970's ,
| definitely did not expect such display from a
weekly of the stature of the India Today and that
too published from a developing country  with
great heritage '
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Liaquat Ali
Dhaka

Medical practitioners
and market forces

Sir, The doctors are reluctant to accept posting
in the rural areas (DS front-page news. 14 March)
due to the prevalling market forces working in
favour of the doctor's residents in the bigger cities
This problem has to be realistically f:c_IrlTrgvaarri by
the government in the case of medical practitioners
serving in the public sector

*One way is to offer temporary incentives and
perks in cash or kind to provide indirect com-
pensation against the contrasting working condi-
tions In the rural environment, to brighten the
wrge to stay In a rural area for a perlod of posting
not exceeding three years, and not below two
years.

A committee may look into the issue and draft
some recommendations, Some of the areas to cover
may include: Family allowance for doctors staying
at site without family; educational allowance for
children not attending school at site: and a rural
allowance. The BMA has to be cooperative with

government is contemplating to appoint 1000 doc-
tors.

This problem of the doctors is similar to the
general urban migration pattern prevailing in the
soclety, due to economic disparity of opportunities
not available In the rural areas. The national plan-
ners have to go for some “Equalizer Programmes”
to democratise motivations in the different sectors,
for harnessing greater response from more respon-
dents. We talk a lot about integrated development,
but it is all in the papers, and not seen {n reality in

The road not taken

Sir, It has become our habit to blame the rick-

the increasing number of private cars on the
streets are equally responsible for it. The number
of cars has increased, but the public transport has
not. While there are commendable efforts like
introduction of Premium Bus Service in certain
routes of the city, their number has not been
encouraging enough for the people to use them.

If people are to make used to, there need to be
a drive to aware people of the need to avail public
transportation instead of using private cars. This
will not only save foreign currency for import of
fuel but will also help clean our air that is current-
ly more polluted than Mexico City. Employers
should not only encourage car pooling which is
mandatory in California during office hours, they
should also encourage once a week “Leave Your
Car at Home Day”. The difference this will make
on our roads could be an eye-opener. After all, isn't
it a huge waste to drive a Pajero in Dhaka some-
times with only one passenger, which not only con-
sumes huge amount of fuel but also takes up dou-
ble room on the road than a smaller car?

So I would like to recommend that the Finance
minister levy higher taxes on import of private cars
in the next budget and at the same time allow duty
free import of air-conditioned buses during the
next fiscal year to rollout in all the major routes of
Dhaka City. We need to follow Singapore’s example
that has taken similar steps towards lmproving
traffic system. Let us face it, we cannot afford to
build subway in Dhaka, not at least in the near
luture and the number of people are not going to
get any lesser in this city. It is high time we take
the right direction towards saving our city from
pollution and traffic jams that plagues it every day.
At least we can start a national debate on it, gen-
erate consensus and finally and most importantly
take concrete measures to implement them.

Parvez Murshed
Mirpur, Dhaka
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Litigious, who?

Sir. I was then a sixth or seventh grader. It was
in the early 40s when | found myself to be one of
the alleged criminals as | was suspected to have
been participated in a criminal act, even though I
was then suffering from high malarial fever and
was bed-ridden. This eriminal case was lodged by
one of our consanguine families against the other
of the same extened family arising out of a flimsy
reason. In this case, one consanguine family In
control of the family graveyard would not allow a
particular spot to be used for the grave of a
deceased member of the other. Both the parties
considered it to be a prestige {ssue.

A FIR was lodged. The police made a routine

maglistrate requested a senlor lawyer of the same
locality to sort out the matter between the parties
concerned. The lawyer visited the family and had
to conduct possibly two long sessfons In order to
bring the parties to a settlement. The matter ended
there. The police thus had no case to pursue.

I consider both the Public Safety Act 2000 and
the Women and Children Repression Prevention
Act 2000 as — " You think about how your halr
looks, I think of the ends of things™.

Bangladeshis were greatly
shocked when Clinton suddenly
dropped his visit to National
Mausoleum. It was unprece-
dented on the part of any visit-
ing head of the government. The
reasons given were surprising
and Incredible. How could Mus-

took In its own hand right from
the very beginning as it did not

seemlnﬁly have faith in the lo-
cal authority. Islamic funda-

munber and It Is shinply unbe-
lfevable that they will have ac-
cess to such sophisticated de-
vices as to bring down the chop-
per carrying Clinton and his
entourage to Savar. Bangladesh
was treated as a so-called Mus-
lim state though this govern-

cannot trust a Muslimm state
however secular a posture it
may take,

Clinton even

described

the present Prime Minister®
and not as “the father of the na-
tion™ much to the chagrin of the
Awamli Leaguers. This has. no
doubt, frustrated them (o a great
extent. While Clinton called for
more regional trade his Com-
merce Secretary told a separate

blamed bureaucratic ‘snag in In-
creasing Investment in
Bangladesh.

Clinton prolonged his tete-e-
tete with the opposition BNP

Chalrperson Begum Khaleda
Zla for forty-five minutes. The
courtesy call turned out to be a
full dressed discussion session
and many things were discussed
which normally did not come
under the purview of such meet-
ings. In India the leader of the
opposition Sonia Gandhi had

Khaleda Sonla did not com-
plain against the Vajpayee gov-
ernment rather pinpointed
with equal force the govern-
ment’s stand point.

— —

President Clinton after arrival at the Zia International Airport on March 20th.
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new government. Churchil told
them point-blank that in his
country there are many forums
to express his views. So he
would not pass any remark
against his country's govern-
ment in a foreign land. These
are Instances of patriotism

which both the major parties

country? lim fundamentalists sneak into ment tries its utmost to project busines lin

’ _ . ness se 5

which the US Secret Service felt could have easily concealed an During l}ib sojourn In  the tmpenetrable security net- the country as a secular state, States hf"tkﬂl.“:::::g lﬂﬂtmf‘g;ﬂ only ten-minutes meeting in- ?"’-‘ palpa;bl laikmgd::tcll‘ BE u
Bangladesh Clinton praised its  work which the United States The US administration perhaps P cluding photo session. Unlike ton reportedly remin PR

Zia that she and other political
leaders should themselves sort
out their problems through dia-
logue. No forelgner, however
mighty he may be, can, and
should be expected to solve our
own national problem.

It is nothing but sheer Infe-
riority compléex to approach
foreigners for our problem-
solving. But both the ruling
party and the mainstream op-
position are accustomed to this

ractice since long .Rather than

umiliating oneself before a
foreigner one should sit with
one's opponent and iron out all
differences. In assessing the
visit, first-ever of a US Presi-
dent, it was something of a flop
for the government. It failed to
strongly handle Clinton’s
itinerary with the result that it
lost its face before the people
who appeared more critical
than appreciative of the way the
much-vaunted visit took place.
The opposition BNP has no rea-
son to feel complacent:; for Clin-
ton clearly and loudly told it
that “you have to find construc-
tive ways 1o resolve your differ-
ences and go on”. It was a rebuff
to BNP's no-dlalogue approach.

Sheikh Hasina and the
Awamli League will have the sat-
isfaction that the US President
recognised Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as the architect of
Bangladesh. This recognition,
however, may not be liked by
the BNP and fundamentalist
political parties.

Clinton’s visit did not bring
about any strong US commit-
ment excepting the assurances
for some assistance. But that at
long last a US President set his
foot on the soil of Bangladesh
for the first time, and indeed
briefly, brought it into interna-
tional limelight and global at-
tention.

The Year of Cheating Dangerousl

by Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

Some British and overseas Commonwealth universities hold oral
examinations to confirm -or resolve doubtful results on written
papers. This is not to suggest that we introduce oral examinations
at the SSC level. But it is essential to ensure that examinations
are an honest method of ascertaining merits, because when
merit 1s compromised for convenience it creates the ultimate

HE embarrassment of it

I got subsumed in the hubris
of other things. The Clin-

ton visit, discursive politics and

Eid. shopping .avershadowed

what_should go down as a
shameful chapter in our aca-
demic history. Six persons died,
the father of one girl student
sulfered a stroke, and many
more got wounded and abused
in the cheating spree that
marked the SSC examinations
across the country this year.
Should so much violence and
chaos characterise the rite of

examination of their life, God
be witness the future of this na-
tion is forfeited without re-
course.

The saddest thing is that
such a terrible blight passed
without making a dent on our
conscience. Neither the gov-
ernment nor the keepers of this
nation's soul raised objection to
this uninhibited disgrace of our
education system. If school kids
need to engage in conspicuous
cheating to overcome the fore-
most hurdle on their long road
to education, what enlighten-
ment will succeeding examina-
tions bring to them and, hence,
to this nation, remains a ques-
tion. But how could we condone
such [flagrant violation of
ethics involving even the fami-
lies of students, which turned
into refractory of values in-
stead of their repository? How
could the perpetrators of tram-
pling in an examination centre

o scot-free in the era of Public
vafety Act? Why did politicians
ancd social leaders keep mum as
if nothing had happened?

One way to look at cheating
or copving in examinations is
that it is cloning of knowledge.
Cheating can also be viewed as
prosthetics for those who lack

in seriousness for studies or gift
of intellect or memory to pre-

Woods, "lmmature poets imi-
tate; mature poets steal.” Is
cheating In examinations,
therefore, an indication of our
maturity — the sign of a society
coming of age? A developed so-
ciety offers support to its dis-
abled citizens. Are we accepting
cheating in the similar way to
support our students who are
studiously and meritoriously
deficient or impaired? There is
a witticism in our country that
stealing is a great art so long as
one does not get caught doing it.
Are we trying to cleanse the last
stigma, which is attached to
stealing? Was our insouciance
towards the indiscriminate
cheating in SSC examinations
an affirmation that one need
not worry about getting caught
so long as one is good at steal-
ing?

Cheating in examinations is
imitation by stealing — it is de-
votion laced with dishonesty. If
knowledge is the essence of edu-
cation filtered through enlight-
ened minds., cheating violates
its sanctity by purloining
lessons that ought to be learned.
Just like pirated work is not
masterpiece. what a copier
writes on the examination book
doesn’t reflect his knowledge.

scope of corruption.

To put a Freudian twist to the
whole thing. the unrestrained

angst ol its own disillusion gave
vent to its growing depravity yet
through another channel. When
before have unruly youths
barged into an examination
centre and molested its female
candidates? When before a
family sent miscreants to
bruise the fingers of their
daughter's competitor? Frankly
speaking, while the students
cheated in the SSC examina-
tions abetted by their families.
the entire nation sat through a
trying test.

Sisyphus was punished in
Hades as the penalty for cheat-
ing Death, and condemned to
push a stone that was set to roll
down every time he took it to
the top of a slope. The cheating
committed by our children have
placed a burden of shame on our
chest, which will keep rolling
back for years no matter how
hard it is pushed. But cheatin
is often the sublimation o
greater vices, which permeate
into the rock of social values
and corrode its mass. During
the reign of Liao dynasty the
government had become in-
creasingly ineffective in China.
The reform movement imple-
mented by a previous regime
had enlarged both the size and

OPINION

duties of the clerical staff. When
Ch'in-tsung introduced anti-

that presented manipulative
opportunities to some clerks.
Supervision was difficult be-
cause officials stayed only a few
vears, whereas clerks remained
in office for long periods. Bu-
reaucratic laxity spread
quickly to the clerical level.
Bribes for appointments went
either to them or through their
hands. It was they who made
cheating possible at examina-
tions, using literary agents as
intermediaries beiween candi-
dates and themselves.

If we take the Chinese expe-
rience as an example, it is prob-
ably fair to conclude that cheat-
ing in examinations is a pre-
cipitation of unfair means
practiced in other sectors of so-
ciety. If politicians can switch

arties, bureaucrats take
ribes, businessmen default
loans, professionals negotiate
favours, and intellectuals com-

promise ideals, the underlying

connection amongst all these
lapses is a fine thread of flexi-
bility, which is called conve-
nience. It is convenient to de-
sire without having to deserve.
It is convenient to succeed
without having to struggle. It is
convenient to win without hav-
ing to work, If a school kid to-

day has to grow up for a conve-

nient life tomorrow, what is

wrong if he starts with it now?
No matter bow Infallible

- “that logie may-sound, exanrna--

tions are to promote the idea
that one has to learmn to earny the
recognition one yearns. Some
British and overseas Common-
wealth universities hold oral
examinations to confirm or re-
solve doubtful results on writ-
ten papers. This is not to suggest
that we introduce oral exami-
nations at the SSC level. But it
is essential to ensure that ex-

Sir, As a Bangladeshi currently living in USA, | J] B % )
was verv much enthusiastic abouf the US | shaws for the traffic mess in Dhaka. While this is Ij}f?::‘itéi!’t'I:DII]?:‘u;ilf:;:tgt‘ﬁ'wti;;:”;::Ip pare for examinations. T S cheatling reflected something reform programmes, it brought aminations are an honest
; }MI’H{HI}' true, if we look at it from the other side. Pes ! I calc Eliot railed in The Sacred else. A nation simmermg in the a cutback but also a confusion method of aSCEﬂﬂiﬂmg merits,

because when merit is compro-
mised for convenience it creates
the ultimate scope of corrup-
tion. For that matter, a society
is comparable to a shrimp. In
both, rotting starts from the
head.

Now the excitement of Eid
holidays is over and Bill Clin-
ton has come and left. Before
the fresh round of political
birkermﬁ starts may the politi-
cians take a pause to analyse
the shame, which belongs to us
all. Mao Zedong, according to
his personal physician Dr
Zhisui Li. used to go for a swim
in the Yangtze River every time
he returned from his self-im-
posed political exile. For a
while, the Eid and the Clinton
visit had diverted the minds of
our politicians from political
strife. Before they return to it, |
suggest they take a swim in the
streams of good sensel! If they
are going to leave behind a na-
tion where students cheat in
learning their lessons. it will
eventually catch up with their
profession as well, because
their trade secret will turn into
a national passion. Beware for
your own sake at least, if not for
the sake of your country!

Reforming the Civil Service

"Bureaucracy trying to tor-
pedo move for effective HR
body" was the banner headline
in the front page of The Daily
Star of March 7. Quite a few
PARCs Reports have drafted
and demolished, and the
mummified remains lie stored
in the Bangladesh pyramid lo-

Is way out; or, way in. When the
gate of concurrence s kept
locked, proposals and reconi-
mendations stall. There Is a
traditional wisecrack that
three Bengalees cannot run a
company due to severe differ-
ences of opinion. There Is some
truth in the prevalent assump-

ternal reforms within the civil
service has hardly any elfect,
The mefting point of steel is
also very high, hence the tem-
perature of the political reform-
ing furnace (the will of the peo-
ple through the elected repre-
sentatives in the parliament)
has to be very high. We do not

But it is not so, as the weak
political pressure cannot per-
suade the bureaucrats to sit
down for an amicable agree-
ment to a set of phased reforins
in civil administration; know-
ing fully well that the present
system is old and obsolete, be-
ing based on colonial rule of

Alif Zabr

Dhaka metropolis had expe-
rience of provincial rule and
administration during the
Pakistan period. The position
could not improve after inde-
pendence in 1971, as the conti-
nuity could not be maintained,
and martial regimes intervened
— again due to the weaknesses

the 1990s saw political insta-
bility and lack of consensus on
national approaches and objec-
tives. The confrontation poli-
tics Is still continuing: and it is
anybody's gness how long this
instability will last, so long the
two leaders remaln active (and
popular) in politics. We are the
victims of ‘umbrella politics’.

Now, before the Administrative
Reforms are initiated, and then
processed, the big question is :
how first to return to neutral.
non-politicised bureaucracy?
To undo a damage is sometimes
more difficult.

There Is another scenario :
drafting the modality of the

through the new set-up after the
upazilla elections. Some talk
about converting the Divisions
into Provinces, with proper re-
distribution of administrative
powers. The ticklish question
is : which should come first, the
PARC, or the new set ups outside
Dhaka? It Is not a chicken-
and-egg situation.

long overdue. They have to
make some sacrifices in na-
tional interest. At the same
time, the politicians in the par-
liament have to take some firm
decisions not to keep this ur-
gent national issue pending in-
definitely. The stalemate be-
tween the politicians and the

Mi=ghtional :t’j“'m‘fs‘ otherwise no practical | Inquiry and filed a case. The case went to a first- | cated inside the archives of the need "Freedom Fighters” to of the budding political culture. decentralisation of the admin- bureaucrats must be resolved,
L:ugrf_f,ﬁ can li{ , I]]f;]:}h; ltfjr ?ulw this acute crisis; | class magistrate court from the local thana. Secretariat. bring about this needed The politiclans returned to istrative Structure regardless of the regime in
e Y O 1, con lews report that the | Recognising the soclal status of the family the Where there is a will, there change! power in 1991, but the decade of (concentrated in  Dhaka) power and in the opposition

Now that the next general
elections is round the corner,
no spectacular move can be ex-
pected right now, but the com-
Ing election manifestoes have
to be categorical on this vital
issue. The very accelerated de-
velopment of Bangladesh de-
pends on having a modernised

practical proportions. tion that it is difficult to pene- 200 years. The politicians de- civil service geared to fast-
Abul M Ahmad Syed Waliullah | t(rate the steel frame of public pend too much on the bureau- Another setback was the po- The bureaucrats have to changing needs of the informa-
Dhaka Dhaka administration (BCS). crats, and the latter obviously litically indoctrinated mancha make up their minds, and tion age. Had the reforms been

-

Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those
views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.
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Iron 1s brittle, but steel Is a
bit pliable, but if it {s stainless
steel, the reacting outside In-
fluence for bringing about in-

take advantage of the situation.
Keep them in good humour, but
the boundary line has to be de-
marcated,

(platform) set up by the bureau-
crats in the mid-'90s, causing
serious erosion of the neutral
steel frame of the civil service.,

come out with objectives to
pave the way for the mutually
agreed administrative reforms
to be set into motion, which are

affected two decades earlier, the
economic scene in Bangladesh
would have been brighter to-
day. :
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