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Pakistan wants peaceful solution
to Kashmir dispute : President

ISLAMABAD, Mar 23 : Pak-
istan wants a peaceful solution
to its dispute with India over
Kashmir but its armed forces
are ready to thwart any ag-

ssion. President Muhammad

aflq Tarar said here today,
reports AFP. :

“It 1s an issue of survival for
Pakistan,” the president said in
an address as the country's
arned forces put on a show of
muscle at a National Day pa-
rade.

The parade was attended by
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf. top military com-
manders, high-ranking officials,
diplomats and a crowd of thou-
sands of spectators.

Pakistan's alrforce staged a
fly-past by 25 ﬂlghtcr fets, in-
cluding US-built F-16s and
French-built Mirages.

The crowd rose to their feet
and aﬁplauded as the military
brought on a selection of the
countrv’'s missiles, from the
short-range HATF-1. to the
medium-range Ghaurl and
Shaheen Il missiles.

Also on display were army
tanks, mobile anti-aircraft
guns, multi-barrel rocket laun-
chers and mobile command
and control centres,

The event! commemorates
the day in 1940 when Muslims
formally called for the creation
of Pakistan, which came into
being seven vears later with the
partition of the sub-continent.

"We desire a peaceful set-
tlement to the Kashmir issue.”
Tarar said.

Tarar said Pakistan, the
world's first Islamic nuclear
state, did not want an arms
race in the region,

‘But our armed forces are
fullv prepared to give a crushing
blow to any aggressor.” he said.

Both India and Pakistan
tested nuclear devices in May
1998.

The Himalavan

state of

Kashmir. divided between Pak-

One killed in Tajlk-Aflg

A drug trafficker was killed and two Russian border %{uards

wounded in a shootout at the Afghan-Tajik border mwe-rnii

border %mrd reported vesterday, AFP says from Duchanbe
ussian guards were hit when they exchanged fire with
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istan and India and claimed by
both. has caused two of the
three wars between the two
newly nuclear-armed states
since their independence in
1947.

Tensions between the two
countries are running high, co-
inciding with the current South
Asian tour of US President Bill
Clinton, who is now in India and
is due to visit Islamabad briefly
on Saturday.

Clinton has urged India and
Pakistan to lower the tempera-
ture and enter into a peace dia-

logue.

—— _h:--—

In an interview with the US
pews network ABC aired on
Wednesday, Clinton said he be-
lieved there were “elements
within the Pakistani government
that have supported those who
engaged In violence in Kashmir.”

arar said he wanted 1o
draw attention to “"half a cen-
tury of repression against the

eople of Kashmir® by Indla,
which holds the southern two-
thirds of the disputed state.

Among a procession of
colourful civilian floats in the
parade, one carried banners
supporting the Kashmiri cause,

with slogans like: "Stop Indian
state terrorism in Kashmir,”
and "UN grant right of self-de-
termination to Kashmirls.”

A Muslim separatist cam-
algn in the Indian zone of
ashmir, which New Delhli
blames on Islamabad, has
clatmed more than 25,000 lives
since 1989 according to Indian
reports. Pakistan puts the toll
at around 70,000,

Islammabad denies giving mili-
tary and financial support to
the campaign but admits giving
moral and political support.

——

Two Pakistani Army soldiers watch the medium range su_rfar:e—tn- surfac? Shaheen Il
missile passing by, during the country's National Day military parade 1n Islnmaba_d
vesterday. Pakistan observed its 60th National Day in which President Rafiq Tarrar said
Pakistan wants a peaceful solution to its disputes with India over Kashmir but its armed

forces are ready to thwart any aggression.

han border:
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four traffickers near the border. The border guard press
release did not specify what happened to the other three men.
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panish Air Force ﬂcnnnmssance plane crashed Wednesday

plane crash: »

night in bad weather and burst into flames, killing all seven
people aboard, the Defense Ministry said, AP reports from

Madrid

Zaragoza in the northeast.

The Spanish-bullt, twin-engine Aviocar plane went down in a
rural area of Guadalajara province in central Spain. It
been flying from Moron de la Frontera in the southeast to

had

Pope celebrates mass
at Last Supper Chapel

JERUSALEM. Mar 23 : Pope
John Paul II attended a private
mass today in the Jerusalem
chapel said by Christian tradi-
tion to be the room where Jesus
celebrated the Last Supper. re-
ports AFP.

The Last Supper Chapel is
located in a church on Mount
Zion just outside the walls ol
Jerusalem's Old City,

Fﬂllowing the private mass,
Pope John Paul was scheduled
to meet with Israel's chief rab-
bis before attending a ceremony
at the Yad Vashem museum
and memorial to victims of the
Nazl Holocaust, considered the
highlight of his visit to Israel.

Rabbis seek pope’s
apology

Meanwhile, Israel's leading
rabbis called Thursday on Pope
John Paul Il to make an explicit
apology for Vatican silence
during the Holocaust ahead of
his first visit to the memorial to
the six million Jews slain by the
Nazis.

"I hope that the pope will
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mention the shoah (Holocaust)
as a sin which requires an
apology® from the Vatican,
(‘hief Rabbi Israel Meir Lau
said on army radio shortly be-
lore the pope was to tour the

Yad Vashem memorial near
here.

Eliahu Bakshi-Doron, the
leading rabbi for the
Sephardim, or Spanish and
Oriental Jews, also sought an
apology

"We're stll living in the

shadow of the shoah, especially
with the rise of the extremist
movement in Europe,” Bakshi-
Doron said.

“It's obvious that an impor-
tant personality like the pope
must ask for forgiveness, espe-
cially for the silence of the
Church,” he said.

But both Bakshi-Doron and
Lau, who represents Jews of
European origin, have welcomed
the pope's general apology 10
days earlier in Rome for the
historic sins of the Catholic
Chure bk against Jews el oth-
ers

— AFP photo
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Talk to Taliban over Bin
Laden, Pakistan tells US

LONDON, Mar 23 : Wash-
ington should deal directly with
the Afghan Taliban regime over
suspected terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden instead ol
pressing Pakistan to secure his
handover, Islamabad’'s foreign
minister said in an interview
Thursday.

Abdus Sattar told the Fi-
nancial Times here thatit was
down to the United States to ne-
gotiate with the Islamic militia
ruling Afghanistan.

Bin Laden, a Saudi exile, is
wanted by Washington for the
1998 bombings of US em-
bassics in Kenya and Tanzania

that killed 224 and injured
hundreds more. He remains
high on the US most wanted
list.

He is hiding somewhere in
Afghanistan under the wing ol
the Taliban, which has refused
to hand him over to US author-
ities.

Sattar told the FT: "Pakistan
would desire a solution of this
problem, but ultimately the so-
lution has to be worked out be-
tween the US and other coun-
tries which are concerned abount
this issue, and the governiment
of Afhganistan.”

Koirala vows to curb Maoist
violence, tackle corruption

KATHMANDLU. Mar 23 : In-
coming Prime Minister Girlja
Prasad Koirala vowed today to

curb Maoist violence and tackle
corruption in his first address
to parliament, reports AFP.

Koirala said the main focus -

of the Nepali Congress govern-
ment would be ending armed
violence and maintaining law
and order.

"Ending violence is a must
for every government and my
own government will fulfil the
objectives of maintaining peace
and ensuring security of the
Nepalese public’'s life and prop-
erty.

"To achieve these objectives
and to solve the Nepal Com-
munist Party-Maoist insurgency
problem, | will seek the cooper-
ation of all political parties as
well as the human rightists.

"However, | will be keeping
the door open to the Maoists for
dialogue provided they lay down
their arms.” Koirala added.

The new prime minister also
said that under austerity mea-

sures he was going to cut the
nunther of ministries from the
current 26 to a maximum of 19
and tackle administrative cor-
ruption

"I will try to bring all possible
improvements to the adminis-
trative system on the basis of
the administrative reforins
commission of 1992." he said.

"The worrisome problem of
risin% administrative corruption
will be seriously taken up.”
Koirala pledged.

. "The administration will be
kept above politics and the gov-
erniment will look after the in-
terests of the civil servants with
the help and advice of opposi-
tion parties.

“To discourage ministerial
corruption, all ministers will
have to declare their personal
roperty, both moveable and
immovable,” he sald.

The Prime Minister said all
political parties would have to
maintain records of funds, their
sources and expenditure ac-
counts

Pipeline fire
kills 50 in
Nigeria

LAGOS, Mar 23: A plpeline
fire killed at east 50 people who
were si%hnnmg of gasoline,
leaving the charred remains of
men, women and children scat-
tered around the pipeline along
with the wreckage of motor-
bikes, shoes, clothing and fuel
containers, state-run television
reported.

It was not immediately clear
what sparked the blaze early
Wednesday In a remolte part ol
Abla state In southeastern
Nigeria.

irefighters from the nearby
cities of Umuahia and Aba
rushed to the scene, but were
unable to contain the flames,
which raged on into the night.

Police arrested 28 people

suspected of being vandals.
Pipeline sabotage Is common in

this poverty-wracked West
Alrlcan nation, and vandals
have triggered several explo-

sfons in the past,

5 ULFA militants,

civilian killed

GUWAHATI, Mar 23: Five
ULFA militants, including a
senifor leader, and a civillan
girl have been Killed in an en-
counter between the extremists
and army In lower Assam's
Kamrup district yesterday, po-
lice sources saild here, reports
PTI.

The ULFA Saralghat unit
Finance Secretary Amulya
Patwarl along with four other
cadres were shot dead when
they exchanged five with the
troops at Bonmajagaon, under
Kamalpur police station, the
sources added.

A civilan girl was killed in
the cross-fire, police said.

Taiwan's Lee to
quit KMT
leadership

TAIPEIl, Mar 23
hui is to quit as Kuomintang
(KMT) leader Friday, finally
caving into demands that he
take responsibility for the par-
ty's humiliation in weekend
elections, top officials said to-
day.

"Chairman Lee is to resign
Friday. and he will appoint vice-
chairman Lien Chan as acting
chairman,” the director of vice-
president Lien Chan's office
Ting Yuan-chao told AFP. .

The outgoing president’'s de-
cision to go now instead of in
September as he had planned
was forced by five days of vio-
lent protests as well as mount-
ing pressure from senior mem-
bers of his own party.

Taiwan's stock market re-
sponded instantly to the news
with a stunning rally. bouncing

. Lee Teng-

up as much as 4.9 percent to |

breach the crucial 9,500 resis-
tance. level on the main index.
"Buy orders are rushing in
as investors take Lee's resigna-
tion as a sign of stability and a
new beginning for the country,
sald Grand Cathay Securities
Corp. analyst Chiang Min-chan.

"‘Cleansing’ of
Chechen village
completed:
Moscow

MOSCOW, Mar 23 : Russian
forces on Wednesday completed
the operation of "cleansing”
Komsomolskoye town, in south-
ern Chechnva, where rebel
troops had been putting up re-
sistance, Russia's army chiefs
in the region said, reports AFP.

Russian troops hoisted their
flag in the area on Monday, but
fighting had continued for sev-
eral days, the Interfax news
agency reported.

Television pictures showed
the bodies of ten rebels dumped
in a wood near the village which
was completely destroyed.

The bodies of more than a
hundred rebel fighters were left
in the woodland, according to
Russian army estimates.

In total, more than 700
fighters were killed during the
battle for control of Komsomol-
skoye which lasted several
weeks, the Russian side said

US hints at lifting
sanctions on India

Daley urges faster reforms

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 : US
Commerce Secretary William
Daley today hinted at the lifting
of remaining sanctions against
India as he urged New Delhi to
accelerate and deepen economic
‘reforms, reports AFP.

Daley, who accompanied US
President Bill Clinton on his
landmark five-day state visit
here, told a joint business con-
ference that he would "redouble
efforts” to Introduce US com-
panies to the Indian market

"Obvlously, India’s nuclear
tests In May 1998 triggered
economic sanctions that put all
of this on hold. With President
Bill Clintion's visit to India, we
are optimistic that this hiatus is

coming to an end,” Daley sald.
The United States on Tues-
day slightly eased sanctions lm-
posed after India’'s nuclear tests
1o allow the resumption of a 25-
million-dollar Initiative 1to
strengthen India’s financial
markets as well as Tanding for
environmental protection.

The US has already partially
lifted the sanctions, and India
had been hoping that Clinton's
visit would see the remainder
withdrawn.

Daley sald he was convinced
of Indian Prime Minister Atal
Hieharl Vajpayee's reformist
credentials but urged f[aster
economic reforms.

The reforms launched by the

government have provided a
stimulus to Indlan businesses
and created new foreign trade
and Investment opportunities,
Daley said.

"But India has to continue iLs
progress in (mplementing and
carrying forward economic re-
forms and trade liberalisation.
Further deregulation, giving the
private sector a freer rein, will
spur more growth,” Daley said.

Clinton, who began his visit
to India on Tuesday, sald
Wednesday that India was
among the world's 10 fastest
growing economies and forecast
its economy would grow as
much as 500 percent in the
next 20 years.

Pak press concerned over Indian
gains from Clinton visit

ISLAMABAD, Mar 23 : Pak-
istani newspapers today voiced
concern over T‘H‘ “I'I[)“('H[IHH.\ of
the new US-India relationship
emerging during President Bill
Clinton’s visit despite continuing
differences over nuclear issues,

reports AFP.

"On more than one front and
for more than one reason, the
two have joined hands -- a
union which its pitfalls and
problems has a lot of promise
to grow stronger,” The News
h;'illfill an editorial
The engagement will give New

Delhi’'s “clout at the Capital Hill
more weight™ and 1t will
"strengthen its voice on critical
issues like Kashmir, terrorism
and Afghanistan.” the influential
daily said.

"And that Is Pakistan's chal-
lenge: dealing with an adversary
that now stands next to the
knee of a superpower.” |t
added

Another prominent daily, The
Nation, sald the "special treat-
ment” being meted out to India
by the US "is bound to cause
considerable concern in Pak-
istan, which remained an
American ally throughout the

Cold War.”

It noted, however, that In-
dia-US talks "falled to lead to a
convergence” of views on the
question of non-proliferation
and Clinton was "not taken In
by the hollow assurances” of the
Indian leadership.

There was also a divergence
of views between India and US
over Kashmir, the Himalayan
state divided between Pakistan
and India and claimed by both,
it said.

Clinton is due to make a
brief stop in Islamabad on Sat-
nrday at the end of his five-day
official visit to India.
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A small boy from the Sikh community carries a placard at
a protest rally in Calcutta yesterday. Hundreds of Sikhs
took part in a rally against the brutal killings of 40 Sikhs
in southern Kashmir on March 20 on the eve of the start

of US President Bill
protesters shouted slogans
demanded an
incident

Clinton s

independent

visit to India The
against the brutal act and

inquiry into the tragic
— AFP photo

Clinton draws
parallel between

Indian music &
Indo-US ties

NEW DELHI. Mar 23:
President Bill Clinton today
draw a melodic parallel

| between Indian classical music

| and Indo-US ties and said the
| (WO
| symphony for greater than the

countries could write a

sum of our individual notes.
7 reports PTI
Clinton said he had read

J

|

that one of the unique qualities
of the Indian classical music is
its elasticity and melodic and
rhythmic arrangements. but
the player has improvised

| within that structure to bring

the Raaga to life

Our relationship is like
that. The composers of our past
have given us a foundation of
shared democratic ideals. It iIs
up to us to give life to those
ideals in this time.” he said
addressing members of both
houses of parliament

The melodies do not have to
be same to be beautiful to both
of But if we listen to each
and we strive (o realise
vision together., we will
a symphony

s
other
our
WTile

Clinton leaves Indian press
dazzled but not dazed

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 : In-
dian newspapers today lell over
themselves to lavish praise on
President Bill Clinton's address
to parliament, while sounding a
note of warning about rhetorical
doublespeak, reports AFP

"Clinton Casts Spell.” "House
Bowled Over as Clinton Speaks,
"Clinton Landslide in Delhi,”
were the gushing front page
headlines following Wednesday's
address.

Clinton charmed members
of the lower and upper houses
with a well-crafted speech that
lauded India's past and future
potential, while gently probing
its sense of responsibility over
nuclear non-proliferation and
volatile ties with rival Pakistan

"Sense and sensitivity,” was

the verdict of The Indian Ex-
press, while the Asian Age la-
belled the address "a diplomatic
marvel

It was a rare spectacle as
the world watched the senior
representatives of the Indian
people acting like moonstruck
teenagers.” The Age said in an
editorial, while prescribing a
strong dose ol caution

"The language did not hide
the harsh truth. And that was
there Is no shift in US policy on
non-proliferation, India-Pak-
istan relations and Kashmir

Several newspapers said the
real test of Clinton's rhetoric
would come when he makes a
brief stopover in Islamabad on
Saturday for talks with Pak-
istan's military ruler General

Prevez Musharraf

e Hindu newspaper said
lndha had always abided by the
key policies stressed by Clinton
ol showing restraint in its terri-
torial dispute with Pakistan over
Kashmir. and respecting the
Line of Control that divides the
Himalavan region

"The big question now is
whether Mr. Clinton can get
General Musharral to accept
them.” the newspaper said

“If the US is worried about a
nuclear flashpoint in the sub.-
continent and wants the Indo-
Pak peace process to resume, it
is up to Mr. Clinton now to con-
vince Pakistan to get off the
dangerous course it has em-
barked on.”

Pope John Paul 1l kneels
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in prayer Wednesday at the

manger area In the “grotto” of the Church of the
Nativity, marking the spot adjacent to where Jesus
Christ is thought to have been born and where the baby
was placed after the birth by the Virgin Mary. The Pope
sat for a while and recited prayers in the manger area.
The Pope is on a spiritual tour of tht_e Holy _Land and
retracing many of the places in Jesus' Biblical life,

— AFP photo

170 sources of
gamma rays
found in
Milky Way

WASHINGTON, Mar 23: As-
tronomers have narrowed down
the location of about half of the
mysterious sources of gaminan
rays that radiate from the
Milky Way galaxy, the celestial
home of the solar system, ac-
cording to a study, reports AP.

Gamma rays are invisible to
the eye, but are the most powey
ful form of light, far exceeding
visible light, ultraviolet radin:
tion and X-rays. Gamma ravs
are about 100 milllon times
more powerful than visible

Hght.

Astronomers have found 170
sources of gamma rovs in the
Milky Way, but have heen i
able to link the sources witly ol
jects, such as stars. that cont
other forms of light

In a new study released
Wednesday and appearing
week (n the journal Nature, s
fronomers at NASA's Goddard
Space Flight Centre said they

have found that half of the 170 |,

gamma ray sources lie n a nar-
row band along the centril
plane of the Milky Way and
may originate from known ob-
jects that shine too faintly to he
otherwise (dentified.
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IBM-ACE isIT

And this isn't a tall claim! If you are an IBM graduate, the world 1s yours to
net-world" and choose for vourself the best
After all, IBM 1s the worlds largest computer education
organization training thousands of students globally.

reign. Browse around todays
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At IBM-ACE, we teach specialized programming skills in C++, Java, LINUX,
HTML and DB2. With that our System and Network Administration course
develop expertise in e-business servers with Windows NT. And for beginners

Equipped with the latest in Information Technology, this tramming center can

If you are aiming for a successful IT career, start with IBM-ACE.
The best in IT training where you are at par with the world-

give you an edge over all others

@ The same courses are offered globally

® The IBM certificate 1s recogmzed by all renowned IT companies the world over

® Our faculty members are all IBM trained specialists, eager to groom you,

the generation.com!

So think big. Act now. Enroll with the world's number one. IBM.

IBM-ACE

Achvanced Carcer Educanon
Landmark (8th Noor) Gulshan 2 Phone: 3810665 8829157
bibmace @bdmail.net

E-mail

e ————— e ——————————— e

we have the PC User course providing basic packages.

To make life easy for you IBM now has a second ACE center at Gulshan 2,

IBM-ACE Authorized by IBM Global Services under IT Education Program. |IBM World Trade Corporation, Pacific Center (6th floor), 14 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka




