ﬁHAKA THEIRSDAY 'MARCH 23, 2000
ﬁ

n N

_ [t " 2B WL

3
ik

US-Pak ties: Gone are the Cold War days

ISLAMABAD, Mar 22 When
the chips are down, Muslim
Pakistan looks to the United
States for help, reports Reuters,

It will be no erent durin
President Bill Clinton's brie
visit on Saturﬂag. but gone are
the days when Pakistan was a
Cold War ally blocking the Red
Menace in Afghanistan.

Then, worries about martial
law, a lack of democracy and
even the hanging of a former
prime minister were brushed
aside by a United States more
focused on Cold War concerns.

Now Washington is leading
the charge in demanding a re-
turn to democracy after last
October's military coup. push-

5 killed during g
Holi festivities

in West Bengal

CALCUTTA, Mar 22: Five
persons were killed in separate
incidents of violence durin
Holi festivities in West Benga
on Monday, police said, reports
PTI.

Two persons were Killed in
North Bengal's Jalpaiﬁur: dis-
trict in as many incidents in
Birpara Tea Garden and Dalsh-
ingpara Tea Garden areas.

A 26- ear old man was
stabbed drunken Holi-rev-
ellers at girpara following al-
tercation over spraying of

colour last evening, police said.
He succumbed to injuries on
way to hospital. Local people
caught hold of two attackers
and beat them up severely. They

had been hospitalised since
then.

In Dalsinghpara miscreants
attacked one person with sharp
weapons killing him on the
spot following quarrel between
two groups over throwing
coloured water, police said. No
arrests had been made.

In South Bengal three per-
sons were killed on the same
day.

In Howrah one person was
killed and another injured in
police firing while a police offi-
cer suffered injuries in stone
pelting by a mob, police said.
Some policemen went (o
Remeswar Malia Lane to con-
trol a group of Holi-revellers
and fired three rounds when
attacked, police said.

HEWS re

say what triggered the violence.

Mirzapur.
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Mortar attack in

Baghdad:4 killed

BAGHDAD, Mar 22 : Four
people were killed and 38 in-
jured in a mortar attack in the
Iraql capital late Tuesday, the
official news aFany INA re-
ported today, blaming Iranian
agents, reports AFP.

"A group of agents of the Ira-
nian regime fired six mortars at
densely-populated civillan ar-
eas of Baghdad.," it sald, quoting
an Iraqi security source.

"One Iraqi was killed as well
as three other Arab natlionals,
while 38 others were wounded,”
it said.

Annan outraged
at massacre
in Kashmir

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 22:
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
expressed outrage Tuesday at
the massacre of 35 Sikh vil-
lagers in Kashmir and said it
was a reminder of the need for
India and Pakistan to find a
political solution to the Kash-
mir dispute, reports AP.

nan sent his "heartfelt
condolences” to the families of
victims and “reiterates his con-
demnation of all acts of tnrmr-
ism from whatever quarter.”

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard
said.

Conservatives

in Germany name
first woman leader

BERLIN, Mar 22: Germany's
scandal-scarred opposition
conservatives nominated An-
gela Merkel, a 45-year-old
physicist from the formerly
communist east, as thelr ﬂrst
womarn leader on Monday, re.
ports Reuters.

The national execulive
board of the Christian
Democrats unanlmnus‘l! su
ported Merkel's candidacy, a
senlor official told reporters af-
ter its meeting in Berlin. She
should be formally elected un-
opposed at a CDU conference
next month.
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ing Islamabad to take a
stronger stand on
groups and calling for Pakistan
to Improve {ts record on nuclear
non-proliferation.

“The world has changed,”
one Islamabad-based diplomat
sald of Washington's goals in
the region.

“There are nuclear concerns,
relations with India and Osama
bin Laden, and even drugs.” he
said.

"They want America to save
them, but then they criticise
America for Interfering.” he
sald.

Pakistan has been a close
but testy ally of the United
States, and its previous three
military rulers — Field Marshal
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Ayub Khan (1958-69),
Yahya Khan (1969-71) and Gen-
eral Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq
(1977-88) — faced few calls to

restore demucrary becanse ol

Pakistan's key position at one
of the crossroads of the Cold
War.

But the latest military ruler,
General Pervez Musharraf,
selzed power In very different
times and has heard a chorus of
calls to set a timeframe for the
return of democracy as well as
deal with terrorism, and use
Pakistan's influence to get

Afghanistan's ruling Taleban to

expel Bin Laden. wanted for
masterminding deadly bomb
blasts on US embassies In
Alrica two years ago.

ieneral

"Our interests include avold-
ing the threat of conflict in
South Asla, fostering democ-
rdcr in Pakistan, fighting ter-
rorism, preventing prolilera-
tion and doing what we can to
help create an environment of
reglonal peace and security,” US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said in a speech.

“In no way Is this a decision
to endorse the military coup or

overnment led by General

usharraf. And no one should
interpret it as such,” Albright
added about Clinton's visit,
which came after intense debate
within the US administration,

"Another vital US interest in
PaKistan is countering terror-

iS111.

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (C) gives a speech as Pope John Paul II and the

Palestinian leader's wife Suha Arafat (R)

yesterday. The Pope

look on in the West Bank town of Bethlehem
said on his arrival to Bethlehem that the suffering of the

Palestinian people had lasted too long and expressed his support for their right to a

"homeland".
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said. Nine injured were hospitalisec
he said. The bus driver was absconding
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Violence claims 5 in Indonesia:
Fresh violence broke out between Christians and Muslims in
eastern Indonesia kKilling five people and injuring dozens more,
rts said Wednesday. AP reports from Jakarta.

military chief Maj. Puguh said the fighting started on
Munda}' between two communities on Halmahera island,
2,650 kilometres (1,650 miles) northeast of Jakarta, the official
Antara news agency reported. He said hundreds of troops have
been deployed to the area and peace has since been restored.
Puguh, who like many Indonesians only uses one name, did not

about

11 of a marriage party killed in UP:
Eleven members of a marriage party were Kkilled and [ive

seriously injured when a jeep carrying them collided with a bus at
Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh Tuesday, police said, PTI reports from

The accident took place near Bhaiskhoh under Sharaura po-
lice station in Mirzapur district,

Superintendent of Police R P

NEW DELHI, Mar 22: India's
leadmg dailies totlm saw a shift
in US policy on Kashmir after a
massacre of 40 villagers over-
shadowed the opening day of
President Bill Clinton’'s visit
here, reports AFP.

They said the rampage by
unidentified gunmen in India-
controlled Kashmir on Monday
night brought the stark reality
of Muslim “terrorism” home to
Clinton, the first US President
to visit India in 22 years.

"Clinton to tell Pakistan to
stop exporting terrorisin” bel-
lowed The Hindustan Times in
its front page headline.

Its lead article began: "In a
significant shift, the US came
out in clear support of India's
stand that the dialogue with
Pakistan can be resumed only
if the Line of Control (LoC) Is re-
spected and cross-border terror-
ism is ended.”

1 in serious condition, I

Indian press sees shift in
US policy on Kashmir

— AFP photo

 Pope in Holy Land of Bible

BETHLEHEM. West Bank,
Mar 22 : Pope John Paul Il ar-
rived today in Bethlehem, the
town where Jesus Christ was
born 2,000 years ago, for an
emotional first-ever papal visit
to the Palestinian territories,
reports AFP.

The frail pontiff kissed a
bowl of Palestinian soil as he
arrived, a gesture welcomed by
Palestinians as a sign of sup-
port for their aspirations for
statehood, as the pope tradi-
tionally kisses the earth at the
start of state visits.

On the second day of a week-
long pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, the pope was greeted by
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat.

“It is a historical holy mo-
ment in Bethlehem for the
Palestinians to meet his Holi-
ness,” Arafat said.

The pope flew into the Pales-
tinian-ruled town on board an
Israeli air force helicopter. ful-

filling a longheld dream of his
papacy to visit the sites of Je-

sus's birth, life and death, as

nearbhy crowds shouted "Viva il
Papa.”

The popé had already taken
the unusual step of sendin
telegram to Arafat when he
overflew the Palestinian terri-
tories on his way to Israel from
Jordan, where he began the first
papal pilgrimage in 36 years.

He flew into Bethlehem after
paying a visit to Qasr al-Yahud,
a site on the River Jordan where
many Christians believe Christ
was baptised by his cousin
John.

During his day-long visit,
the pope was due to celebrate
mass inside the Church of the
Nativity on the site where
Christians believe the Virgin
Mary gave birth to Jesus, the
son of God, then visit a nearby
Palestinian refugee camnp before
holding another meeting with
Arafat.
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DPP considers dropping bid

The Daily Sar 9

for Taiwan's independence

TAIPEI, Mar 22 : Leading
members of Talwan president-
elect Chen Shul-blan's party
met today to consider dropping
its pro-independence stance
which has provoked threats of a
military response from China,
reports AFP. .

The proposal, discussed In a
central executive committee
meeting, follows Chen's his-
toric victory for the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) in Sat-
urday's presidential election.

"After Saturday's elections,
we have become the ruling
party,” sald Chen Zau-nan, a

~member of the DPP's 31-mem-
ber central executive commit-
fee.

"We must face the issue in a
more practical manner,” he told
AFP Tuesday.

Party officlals sald detalls of
the meeting would be an-
nounced later Wednesday but
‘they did not expect an immedi-
ate conclusion.

Any change would have to be

proved by the entire member-

Fip at a congress to be held in
June or July.

If approved, the amendment
would Y)e one of a series of con-
cillatory gestures to China of-
fered up since Chen's election --
the first Monday when he

agreed to Beljing's demand to
discuss its "One China" policy.

Talwan's parllament Tues-
day approved (rade, transporl
and mall links between its
frontline islands and mainland
China, ending a 50-year ban on
direct contact,

And on Wednesday Chen in-
vited China's top envoy to Tal-
wWarl Watig Daohan to attend his
Inauguration ceremony on May
20, saying it would help create a
positive atmosphere between
the two,

Many in the DPP feel that
because Talwan Is, to all practi-
cal purposes, already Indepen-
dent, it has nothing to gain by
continuing to advocate a formal
declaration of that status.

Like the majority of Taiwan
voters, they fee¢l they can only

lose by further antagonising
China, whose premler Zhu
Rongjl saild Tuesday it will

never hold negotiations with
‘any people and party that ad-
vocate Talwan Independence”.

However, the proposed
change is merely a gesture of
goodwilll to China, and not a
change of belief on the part of
the members.

"l think there is no need to
emphasize independence,” said
Chen Zau-nan. "Hopefully in so
doing Chen will be given greater

room 1n handling the disputes
with China."

The DPP's Hsieh Chang-ting,
the mayor of Kanlnlunk{ city,
gave his support saying: “To en-
sure stability is the priority. It's
better that we take the initia-
tive to deliver a goodwill mes-
sage. Talwan Is in fact indepen-
dent.”

While there is wide support
for the amendment within the
party, other factions question
the wisdom of the timing.

'If It is abolished, China will
only push for further conces-
sions," sald DPP legislator Lin
Cho-Shul who argued the
climb-down should be kept as a
lmrgd!nlng chip.,

If we 1lmllsh this clause, if

e give In, Beljing might push
us a little bit further and they
might ask us to give up our
claim on sovereignty, and then
maybe something else,” he said
Wednesday.

Under Chen Zau-nan's pro-
posal, which is lHkely to be one
of several considered, a new
clause would omit references to
independence and a new consti-
tution.

The original clause, outlined
in the party's founding mani-
festo unvelled 13 years ago
states:

"Based on

the people's

mvcrclgn! principle, the rig’lt
to esta i-'.l self-governed in-
dependent soverelgnty, the Re-
Jllb“C of Tatwan, and the for-
mation of a new constitution
should be decided by all resi-
dents of Taiwan through a
plebiscite.”

The new clause would simply
state that any change should bc
decided through a referendumn -
however the prospect of a
plebiscite is also an anathema
to Beljln% which regards Tai-
wan as a breakaway province,

Chen Shui-blan has for
years sald that he favours for-
mal Independence. But to mol-
lify a war-threatening China
during the campaign., he
promised to drop any moves in
that direction If he were elected.

Despite fears of an an re-
sponse from China to Chen's
victory, cross-strait relations
have so far unfolded smoothly.

The Pentagon said Tuesday
it had detected no sign of un-
usual military activity by ei-
ther China or Talwan.

However, protesis have raged
in Taipel for five days over the
ruling Kuomlntan%s shock de-
feat to Chen, with loud calls for
party president Lee Teng-hui to
stand down Iimmediately to
take responsibility for the loss.

BETHLEHEM, West Bank,
Mar 22 : Pope John Paul II said
on his arrival in Bethlehem to-
day that the suffering of the
Palestinian people had lasted
too long and expressed his sup-
lt)ort for lheir right to a "home-

ports AFP.

"The Paltstlnian people
have the natural right to a
homeland and to the right to be
able to live in peace and tran-
quility with the other peoples of
this area," the pope said with
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat at his side. -

"No-one can ignore how
much the Palestinian people
have had to suffer in recent
decades. Your torment is before
the eyes of the world. And it has
gone on too long," he said.

The pope arrived in Bethle-

hem from Israel as-

part of a

week-long pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, the first in 36 years
by a head of the Roman

Catholic church and the [first
ever to Palestinian-ruled terri-
tories.

"Only with a just and lasting

peace -- not imposed but securec
through negotiation -- will le-
gitimate Palesitnian aspira-
tions be fulfilled,” he said.
Arafat, who has pledged to
declare an independent state in
2000 even without a peace deal
with Israel, hailed the pope's
stance in his speech of welcome.
"The Palestinian people
value highly your just positions
in support of their cause and
their rightful presence on their
homeland as a sovereign and
independent people,” he said

Pope backs Palestinian state

The pope, who is due later to
visit a Palestinian refugee camp
near Bethlehem, said his
prayers were with those Pales-
tinians -- Muslims and Chris-

tians -- without a home of their
OWT1.

After his arrival on board an
Israeli air force helicopter, the
pope kissed a bowl of Pales-
tinian earth, a gesture nor-
mally reserved for state visits,
as nearby crowds shouted "Viva
il Papa.”

The pope had already taken
the unusual step of Sf_'ndingi a
telegram to Arafat when he
overflew the Palestinian terri-
tories on his way to Israel from
Jordan, where his emotionally-
and politically-charged trip to
”lt" holiest sites in Christianity
began on Monday.

Anwar's trial
postponed

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 22:
The sodomy trial of jailed
politician Anwar Ibrahim was
adjourned Wednesday, delaying
again the Judge's decision on
whether Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad must testify
in the trial of his onetime
portage, reports AP

Anwar's lawyers have been
trying for months to force Ma-
hathir to testify in the trial
High Court Judge Ariffin Jaka
then announced that he would

ive his ruling on whether Ma-
Eathir must appear as a wit-
ness.

However, before Ariffin
could do that on Wednesday, the
defense lawyers requested for
the trial to be put off until
Thursday because they were
also involved in the appeal of
fellow lawyer Zainur Zakaria, a
member of Anwar's defense
team

KATHMANDU, Mar 22 : /A
fresh 25-member government
under Nepal's new Prime Minis-
ter Girija Prasad Koirala was
announced and sworn in today
by King Birendra, reports AFP.

Koirala was given the portfo-
lios of defence, the royal palace,
sports, culture, social welfare
and women, state radio said.

Mahesh Acharya was given
the finance portfolio, which he
left in early February over dif-
ferences with former Prime
Minister K.P. Bhattaral. The
pair disagreed over the ap-
pointment of Tilak Rawal as
the governor of Nepal's Rastra

Bank.

Chakara Prasad Banstola
was made foreign minister, and
Govinda Raj Joshi home minis-
ter.

New Nepali Cabinet
sworn in

New entrant

Tirtha Ram '

Dangol was made state minister

for health.

In all there were six new eii-
trants into the council of min-
isters, which heads the Nepali

overnment and consists of 14
abinet ministers and eleven
state ministers.

The make up of the council
was approved by King Birendra
after its recommendation of
Koirala, 76, according to the of-
ficial announcement

Ram Chandra Paudyel was

retained as deputy prime minis-
ter and was also given the port-
folio of local development.

Paudyel played a significant
role in unifying the ruling
Nepal Congress party when
Bhattarai’'s differences with
Koirala emerged

India has blamed Pakistan-
based Muslim militants for the
massacre of Sikhs In Chadis-
inghpoora village, 80-km south
of the Kashmiri summer capital
ol Srinagar.

But the governor of the Pak-
istani-ruled part of Kashmir
has pointed the finger at Indian
intelligence agents,

It was the first such attack
against Sikhs and the worst
massacre In Kashmir since the
Muslim uprising against Indian
rule began there in 1989.

Many papers zeroed in on
comments Clinton made at a
press conference after talks
with Indian Prime Minister
Atal Beharl Vajpayee, when he
said: "You cannot expect a dia-
logue to go forward unless there
Is an absence of violence and a
respect for the Line of Control."

‘'We share your outrage and
heartbreak at last night's brutal

attack in Kashmir.”

Vajpayee said the killings
were "further evidence of the
ethnic cleansing that has been
under way for a decade"” in
Kashmir.

The Hindu said: "In an im-
portant political shift, Clinton
has aligned himself with the
Indian position that the cre-
ation ol an appropriate envi-
ronment Is necessary for a pur-
poseful Indo-Pak dialogue."

It quoted senior officials as
saying Clinton's "specific"
statements about the condi-
tions for restoring dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan, par-
ticularly his emphasis on end-
ing the violence, was "of recent
vintage”®

All papers said Vajpayee had
persuaded Clinton to take the
message to Islamabad on Sat-
urday when he is due to meet
Pakistan! mlilitary ruler Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf.

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 22:
Like it or not, Europe, Japan
and South Korea are facing
shrinking populations and a
tight labour market that could
force them to lower bars to (-
migration, according to UN de-
mographers, reports Reuters,

Jespite  anti-immigrant
rhetoric and restrictions on
m ration In many countries, a

study, released on Tuesday,
h{ma an ageing population and
a low birth rate in most indus-
trial nations over the next 50
Years.

In varying de grw . the de-
cline in fertility means swollen
ranks of pensloners, with an
ever smaller work force o sup-
port them.

To keep their economies

| running at about the same pace

Furope, Japan, S Korea stare
at future with migrants

as today, these nations must el-
ther ralse the retirement age to
well over 70, cut down on pen-
sions and social services for the
aged or open thelr doors to mi-
grants, skilled and unskilled,
the report suggests,

"Governments are going to
have a look at these numbers,’
sald Joseph Chamie, director of
the UN Population Division.
"These are cold sobering statis-
tics. There Is nothing political
about them.

"People have become accus-

tomed to certain benefits and

e ul\.ltrq e sald In an inter-

view. “The sooner they address
these Issues the easier the pmh-

lem will be "
The report,

whose prelimi-
nary findings were released in

January, analyses in detail de-
mographic trends in Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Russia and South Korea,

In comparison, the United
States, with about 1.1 million
immigrants a year, has a more
balanced population structure
that may prevent a decline in
the ratio of working-age ]JLUEII‘
to retirces over the next 50
}"t"dl‘ﬁ

Spain leads the world's age-
ing population with an antici-
pated 43 per cent of its popula-
tion over 60 years of age by the
year 2050, Italy Is close behind
at 41 per cent, Japan at 38 per
cent, Russla at 33 per cent, Ger-
many at 32 per cent, Britain at
31 per cent, France at 30 per
cent and the United States at 20
per cent,

Clinton pledges support tor
India's ant1-AIDS drive

NEW DELHI, Mar 22
President Bill Clinton tnda}r
pledged support for anti-AIDS
efforts in India, a country
which the World Bank says ac-
counts for 60 per cent of HIV
cases in Asia, reports AFP.

Clinton told a meeting of the
joint houses of parliament that
India could count on US part-
nership to develop vaccines to
eradicate diseases and viruses
such as malaria, tuberculosis
and Acquired Immuno-Defi-
clency Syndrome (AIDS).

"No one should ever speak of

Paternity leave
still a possibility
for Blair

LONDON, Mar 22: Cherie
Blair, Prime Minister Tony
Blair's wife, hailed the Finnish
Prime Minister for taking
parental leave to be with his

new baby — and, perhaps,
drop d a hlnt to her own hus-
ban reports AP.

Speaking to lawyers in Lon-
don on Monday night, Cherie
Blair noted that Finn Paavo
Lipponen has twice taken ad-
vantage of paternity leave, Last
week, Lipponen's office an-
nounced that he would take a
six-day parental leave from his
job to be with his new baby.

In 1998, Lipponen took a
similar leave when his wife,
Palvi, gave birth to their first
child.

‘I, for one, am promotin
widespread adoption of, this
fine example,” said Cherie
Blair, who Is prc%nani with the
couple’s fourth child. The baby
Is due in May,

Effective this year, parents
in Britain are entitled to 13
weeks of unpald leave tluring
the first five years of a child's
life. However, the regulation
does not apply to the prime
minister and other elected offi-
clals.

AIDS as someone else's prob-
lem. This has long been a big
problemn for the United States.
It is now a big problem for yvou,”
he said.

"l promise you
partnership in the continued
struggle.”

Independent Indian health
experts say government efforts
to stem AIDS remain woefully
inadequate after years of trying
to sweep the issue under the
carpet.

America's
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Military Institute of Science and
Technology (MIST)

(Technology for Advancement)
Mirpur Cantonment, Dhaka-1216

Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the bonafide sale
agem supplier/traders for purchasing the following equipments/

machineries for MIST:

a  6X Computers with necessary accessories

2X Printers.

2 X Auto DATA Switch.

X Portable Over Head Projector.

X Portable Over Head Projector Screen.
X

X

Bangla Type Wiriter.
English Type Writer.
X FAX Machine.
1 X PPC Machine.
1 X Cyclostyle Machine

]
1
1
1
|

1 X Fogger Machine (a machine used to spray

mosquito insecticide)

2. Full/partial tender will be accepted. All other information and
specifications will be available in details in the tender schedule
Tender schedule can be collected from the office of the DAA&QMG,
MIST on all working days during office time from S April, 2000 to 15

April, 2000.

3. The sealed tenders must be dropped in the tender box kept at
the office of DAA&QMG, MIST latest by 1115 hours of 16 April,
2000. The offers will be opened on the same day at 1145 hours in
presence of the bidders, if any. Successful bidders will only be
communicated later on by confirmation letter

4. MIST authority is not obliged to accept the lowest tender and
reserves the right to accept any tender (full/partial) or to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason.

ISPR/Misc/2000/253
DFP-6038-14/3
G-519

Director Administration
Military Institution of
Science and Technology.

Bangladesh Power Development Board

BPDB S Local Tender Notlce

=
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Local sealed tenders are hereby invited by the Bangladesh Power Dnclﬂpmt.nt Board for
procurement of Lead Acid (Industrial) Battery for the following Pn“ er Station.

S|
NO

Tender enquiry | [
no. & date

1)  Pur-410/2000
dtd 08.3.2000.
Station,

Kushtia.

Name of stores

Supply of Lead Aud- Induxtrml
Battery for Bheramara Power

T docts
Taka
SO0/-

PDB, Bheramara,

f Value of bubnuxxmn of I Opening of

T. docts
l date time

25.4.2000

1. docts !
date time
25.4.2000

11-00 AM 11-30 AM

A complete set Of tender document including detailed specification, terms & conditions may
be sold to the interested bidders against a written application to the undersigned on payment of
Taka (non-refundable) mentioned above against each tender in the shape of Bank Draft/Pay Order
favouring "Director of Purchase, PDB, Dhaka." The bidding documents will be available from

15.3.2000.

All bids must be accompaniced by a bid bond in the prescribed bid format (@ 2% of the total
bid price from a scheduled bank of Bangladesh in accordance with instructions to the bidders.
Tender will be received up to 11-00 AM and will be opened at 11-30 AM on opening date of
cach tender in presence of the bidder or their representative, if any.

No tender documents will be sent by post nor sold on the day of opening of each tender.

Biddut/Jan-1573(5)/99-2000
DFP-6097-14/3
G-520

Director of Purchase
PDB. Dhaka.



