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SHAHJALAL UNIVERSITY HAPPENINGS

- Government should Solve the Problem, Not Aggravate It

the happenings at the

Shahjalal University aris-
ing out of naming a few build-
ings and offices, some of which
are yet to be constructed, merit
serious attention of the nation.
Eminent novelist Humayun
Ahmed has recently written on
this — "I realise that a sort of
game Is now being played
around namin%.' What he said
is very true. It is indeed playing
with fire. And in order to prop-
erly understand the nature of
the game, it Is necessary to go
into the depths of the historical
background of the situation, the
ajtitude and orientation of the
main actors, the role of the po-
litical parties and the hope, as-
piration, sentiment and rea-
sonings of the local people. Un-
fortunately, this, I feel, has not
been done.

It appears that the govern-
ment and the ruling party has
embarked on a well thought-out
programme of naming and re-
naming institutions, roads,
bridges, buildings and squares.
In some cases these are ridicu-
lous, in some these are anti-
people's wish, but in most cases
these are unwanted, unwar-
ranted and undesirable. This

S ITUATION in Sylhet and
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sity office buildings are nor-
known as Registrar's of-
fice, Controller's office etc. and
not buildings having different
names of celebrities. In this
case in particular, since the
Vice Chancellor Mr Habibur
Rahman is known to be an ar-
dent Awami Leaguer, the nam-
ing game initiated by him under
the patronisation of the gov-
ernment has naturally been in.
terpreted as a political move.

In different circles and
newspapers, the current move-
ment in Sylhet has been termed
as "fundamentalist”. But why?
This anti-naming movement,
in spite of the opposition of the
government and the ruling
party has become so popular
and successful in Sylhet that
some newspapers editorially

commented — "Is there no gov-
ernment in Sylhet?" Would it
then mean that the people of

Sylhet have turned fundamen-

* talist? The reply Is an emphatic

'No'. Sylhet took a leading role
in the liberation movement,
and gave the nation the
Supreme Commander of (ts
armed forces, General Osmany,
and also the Deputy, Ma{ur
General Rab. And suddenly to-
day, a popular movement in
Syrhct. connected with one of
its institutions, becomes “fun-
damentalist”! The real truth is
that this movement Is against
the politics of naming initiated
by tg(:: Awami League govern-
ment, and its indiscreet short-
sightedness and repressive
measures.

Many Jxoplc outside Sylhgt

rhaps do not know that the

rst official decision to estab-
lish a university in Sylhet was
taken in 1945. At that time the
Chief Minister of Assam was
Muslim League's Sir Moham-
mad Saadullah, and the Fi-
nance Minister was Sylhet's
renowned national leader Ab-
dul Matin Chowdhury. Though
the Sylhet University Act was
their rule, the

Bordoloi of the Congress party
led the provincial government
in 1946. Due to the emerging
political situation at that time
and as Mr Bordoloi was an As-
samese, he wanted to set up the
first University of Assam in a
truly '‘Ahom’' city like Gauhati.
The proposal of setting up the
university in Sylhet receded
into the background. However,
the Education Minister in the
Bordoloi Cabinet — which,
strangely enough, was a coali-
tion of Jamiat-e-Islam Ulema-
e-Hind — was Jamiat nominee
Maulavi Abdur Rashid, an MLA
from Sylhet. Minister Abdur
Rashid continued efforts for
setting up the university, and at
one time even threatened to
leave the coalition on this local
issue.

We should rise above petty factionalism, narrow communalism and indiscreet self-interest

. and sincerely try to solve the problem. There should be no further politicisation and
polarisation. There should be no effort on the part of anyone to fish in the troubled waters

in the name of "spirit of freedom-struggle”.

by Enam Ahmed Chowdhury

The demand for a university

in Sylhet was even older. In pre-
partition days, there was no
university in Assam, and the
only university in Eastern In-
dia was Iin Calcutta. After the

annulment of the Partition of
Bengal, the University of

Dhaka was set up and a demand
was made for a university in
Assam. In 1916, under the lead-
HShiY of Khan Bahadur Syed
Abdul Majid CIE (Kaptan Miah)
money was collected for a new
building for Sylhet M C College.
At the time of its foundation
laying by Governor Sir William
Marris, Kaptan Miah Shaheb
(then the first Education Minis-
ter of Assam) discouraged the
idea of assoclating his name
with any of its wings and hoped
that it would subsequently grow
into a university. The name of
Maulavi Abdul Karim, a leg-
endary educationist from Syl-

mented: "The %ﬂﬂd and brave
Khan Bahadur has gone before
seeing the completion of the
new college at Sylhet, and the
other boons and reforms for
which he worked so hard.”
Khan Bahadur Kaptan Miah's
untimely death about two years
earlier put a wet blanket on the
efforts for further development

of l‘lﬁ ingtitution.
n subsequent years, many

education ministers of Assam,
who were mostly from Sylhet,
kept up the dream of Sylhet
university alive. They were Ral
Bahadur Promode Dutta,
Shamsul Ulama Abu Nasar
Wahid, Maulavi Munawar Ali,
Maulana Abdur Rashid, and in
the post-partition days Educa-
tion Minister Abdul Hamid and
Pakistan's Central Education

and Labour Minister Basanta
Kumar Das (who was also for
some time Finance Minister of
East Pakistan). The movement
for a university In Sylhet
reached its climax in the sixties
during Ayub Khan's regime, and
some repressive measures (like
police arrests) were taken.
Janab Ajmal Ali Chowdhury
(subsequently Pakistan's Cen-
tral Minister) and Begum Sera-
junnessa Chowdhury MNA and,
among students, Shah Aziz, Nur
Ahmed Maslai and others took
a leading role in the movement.
National Proféssor Late Dewan
Azraf also lent support to this,
In the post-liberation period,
the demand for setting u]) uni-
versity in Sylhet was neglected,
and, subsequently in 1987, dur-
ing President Ershad's rule
Shahjalal University of Sclence
and Technology was estab-
lished. In the early nineties, the

for about eight decades led to
the establishment of this uni-
versity. Naturally, the names of
people whose contributions and
sacrifices made the dream come
true should be in the fore while
naming any of its buildln%s.
The first Vice Chancellor of the
University Prof. Sadruddin
Ahmed Chowdhury generated a
great deal of enthusiasm among
the people to come forward for
making financial contribu-
tions, and it was thought that
some of the university build-
ings could be named after sub-
stantial contributors. 1 was a
member of the first Syndicate
as a government nominee and |
recall that it was decided that if
substantial help could be ob-
tained from the Turkish g]ou-
ernment, the main building

would be named Ataturk Hall.
Philanthropist Dr Jamshed
Bakht donated Tk 20 lakh for
construction of the medical
cenitre,

When it was subsequently
found out that If there is any
non-governmental or foreign
contribution for construction
of any approved component of
the university project, similar
amount from the ADP or rev-
enue budget of the government
could be deducted. This realisa-
tion dampened efforts to secure
developmental finance from
non-governmental sources,
That time it was thought that
some buildings could be named
after some eminent sons and
daughters of Sylhet who were
the guiding spirit behind the es-
tablishment of the university
like Syed Abdul Majid (Kaptan
Miah), Abdul Matin Chowdhury
and the like, It was also dis-

first hall was named after
Hazrat Shah Paran.

When the present move was
taken by the Vice Chancellor
with the support of the ruling
party to name the half-con-
structed and un-constructed
buildings of the university, it
was interpreted as a political
Fallltf. articularly with the po-
itical background of the Vice
Chancellor. It was first opposed
by a socio-cultural youth organ-
isation which demanded that if
the buildings are to be named,
then the feelings and aspira-
tions of the people of Sylhet,
and the names of its principal
architects, should come first.
But most unfortunately, the au-
thorities immediately termed
the opponents as "fundamental-

ists”, and this gave rise to more

stringent opposition. Social or-
ganisations and political par-
tles joined hands and they de-
manded that any controversy
in naming be avoided and the
buildings be named after the
principal assoclates of Hazrat
Shah Jalal.

It should be borne in mind
that Hazrat Shah Jalal is re-
Farded as not just a religlous

‘[eader but also as a political

liberator and social reformer
who brought in messages of lib-
eralism and enlightenment
among the people., Along with
his three hundred and sixty
companions he drove away the
communal and oppressive king
of the area Raja Govind Dev and
freed the people from feudal
tyranny. One can, therefore,
clearly see that no religious
fundamentalism or bigotry is
linked with the opposition to

uildings without any consid-
eration of people's sentiments
and wishes, and withqut any
reference to the architects of the
University that kicked up the
row. It is they who have initi-
ated the process of disturbing
the educational atmosphere ol
the university and peace of the
area.

The Chancellor by an order
now has suspended the imple-
mentation of the decision of the
Syndicate to name the build-
ings and asked this to be re-
ferred to the Senate, which is
yet to be formed. As a matter of
fact under section 25 of the
Jalalabad University Act, the
Syndicate is competent to re-
view its decision. Suspending
the implementation of the deci-

slon Is neither here nor there,
and it keeps up the Issue alive. If
the government finds it is not
possible to implement the deci-
sion, then they should cancel it
and enter Into negotiations
with the opponents to come to a
solution on other points. But It
is useless and destructive on the
part of the government and the
ruling party to sit idle and fan
up the turmoil by calling the
opponents "fundamentalists”
and "against the spirit of libera-
tion struggle”.

No one has any proprietary
rights over the "spirit of libera-
tion struggle”. The people of

Sylhet played a herole role in
the liberation struggle, and
there are many who made great
sacrifices. My sister Naseem be-
came a widow at the age of 32
when her husband Shaheed Col
Hal was killed at the Jessore
Cantonment on March 30, 1971
and she, In her own way, lent
brave support to the freedom
struggle. There are Innumerable
instances of this nature, and
the people of Sylhet take pride
in their role in the liberation
war. But this has nothing to do
with the present movement
which is gathering its own mo-

victim to the repressive mea-
sures of the government.

Sylhet is called the 'land of
piety'. It Is not only the land of
Shah Jalal, but the grt:at Hindu
religious leader and social re-
former Shri
born of Sylheti parents. The
pf:U'ple of Sylhet do want peace
and an environment congenial
to the pursuit of education.
Without playing game any
more, the government should
immediately take steps to solve
the problem. All-Party Com-
mittee of Action has three other
demands which are academic in
nature. The percentage of stu-
dents from Sylhet in the uni-
versity Is only 12 now as
against 45 in the early nineties.
Corrective measures may be

Chaitanya was .

taken to bring the Admission '
rules in line with those of other

unjversities, It may be seen If
there is any way of increasing |

local employment at the uni- ¢

versity. The Vice Chancellor
has proved himsell to be inef-

fective and (nefficient. Finally

there 1s demand for judicial en-

quiry into the killing of Belal

and payment of compensation

to the bereaved family. These
questions and demands have |
to do with any religion '
or fundamentalism. There is no

nothin

point In creating a smoke-
screen to decelve the people.

The problem Is so explosive
now that anﬁ activity which
e

adds fuel to the fire will lead to
further escalation of the con-

flict and could be very destruc- .

tive. I am sure author Humayun
Ahmed would not only like to
support his brother but also
would like to see restoration of
academic environment in the
unfversity and peace in the dis-
trict. If it is seen that his pro-
posed hunger strike is in sup-

port of a side In the conflict, 1 °

am afraid, it would intensify

the same, and would not lead to

any solution. | understand that
the family of Belal has also de-

demand that the front gate of
the university be name
Belal.

I feel that we should rise

above petty factionalism, nar-
row communalism and indis-
creet self-interest and sincerely
try to solve the problem. There

should be no further politicisa-
tion and polarisation. There
should be no effort on the part
of anyone to fish in the troubled
waters in the name of "spirit of
freedom-struggle”. We should
urge upon the government to
take initiative to solve the
problem, rather than to aggra-
vate it

The author is a former Sec-
retary to the government and

Vice President, IDB, Jeddah. He !

has recently joined the BNP.

The Politi

HE political situation in
I the country has

[mpasse : Can the Civil Society Do Anything!

Political competitors do not necessarily have to like each other, but

but they will not be allowed to
participate in elections at any

LIBERALISATION IN IRAN

Agenda of the Reformusts Get a Boost

increasingly become they must tolerate one another and acknowledge that each has a if;';i“;id seek representative Iran has entered into a new chapter of its Islamic revolution and
confrontational and unstable. mh - : , : _ : . : , ;
The situation has turned such legitimate right and important role to play. Effective and Meaningful democracy has become a reality. It is believed that Iran's standing

that whatever superstructure of

democracy we have now is

bound to break down. Already

we see that the major political
parties have boycotted the

Parliament on the pretext. that

they are not given a fair amount

of time to talk and allowed to
bring their motions. There is

now practically a mnon-

functional Parliament. The

major political parties have

also been abstaining from par-

ticipating in various elections

on the pretext that the elections
are being rigged by the ruling
party.

"The country's tumultuous
olitics is having another
ethal does of its own kind in
the form of AL's and BNP's 'take

your turn' demand all in the
name of making the electoral
process free and fair" wrote

Prof Dilara Chowdhury in a re- continue to participate in the Strengthenin%v Election a result the nature of our poli- regards can be taken which | promised a "civil society” with  youngest brother who headed frustrate the reform agenda.

cent article in The Daily Star. public life, with the knowledge Commission: e should tics has become fractured and could also help to ease off the | more freedom, clearer justiceé the ticket of the Islamic Iran While it is too earlv to saV
Even the innovative institution that its role is essential and strengthen the Election Com- confrontational. In the midst animosity among the ruling and greater tolerance than Iran Participation Front His party how the {ﬁc.,l]';t.n.am.t,;‘ will _ad-
of 'caretaker-government, in- equally important in a demo- mission with more manpower of such confrontational poli- and nppdsitiun parties. Some | has known in the past 20 years received widespread support at iu'-:-.t their E‘;"“._ le'l in the

corporated into our constitu-
tion throu the 13th amend-
ment to help bring trust among
the political contenders, does
not seem enough. She further

-~ One of the most difficult
concepts: for the parties to ac-
cept is that of the "loyal opposi-
tion". But the idea is a vital one.
It means, in essence, that all
sides in a democracy share
common commitment to its ba-
sic values. Political competi-
tors do not necessarily have to
like each other, but they must
tolerate one another and ac-
knowledge that each has a legit-
imate ri%ht and important role
to play. The right of the minor-
ity (opposition) does not depend
on the goodwill of the majority
(treasury bench). The loser in
an election, now in opposition
must not feel that they will lose
their lives or go to jail, but be
convinced that they need to

cratic state.

But in reality, what is hap-
pening today has been well ar-
ticulated by Prof. Rehman Sob-
han in his recent article

by Feroz M Hassan

tice by the ruling party ' and
eliminate: ‘the opposition's
scope to'go for agitational poli-

tics, thelfollowing may be done :

1. All elections should be
held under the supervision of
the caretaker government

2. Tenure of caretaker gov-
ernment should be extended so
that it can administer all elec-
tions, which are to be held at a
time.

3. There should be no provi-
sion for by-elections. The va-
cant seat will be filled by the
nominee of the party that had
earlier won the seat. If an inde-
pendent candidate had held the
seat, the person who had ob-
tained the second highest vote
shall fill it.

and adequate funds and allow it
to really function as an inde-
pendent body as envisaged in
the constitution.

Fixed Term of Office: To

racy. The history ' of ‘party poli-
tics {n the country” with its cult
of celebrity worship, factional-
ismn and internecine conflicts
since reintroduction of parlia-
mentary democracy in 1991
bears a grim testimony. The
opportunities for the country
created since 1990 have not
been utilized because both the
major parties — BNP and AL —
failed to bring about a national
solidarity and consensus
through the art of negotiation,
compromise and accommoda-
tion. In its place the culture of
political opportunism and the
"autheritarian within" ten-
dency to treat the opposition
not on equal terms but as an
arch-enemy went unabated. As

tics democracy cannot function
no matter how many innova-
tive institutions are added to it.
The fact of the matter is that
only redefinition of democracy

Parliament: 1. Parliament is
the representation of the soci-
ety, for workin in a demo-
cratic state, and tlierefore the

Parliament ‘should: work with

tlre society, not'only for the 'so-
ciety as the MPs demand.

2. People want Parliament to
be citizens' parliament, with
which citizens can work easily,
continuously and responsively.
This could be done by: a)
Opening the committees to civil
society groups for more open
consultation and discussion; b)
Openin;]{ important issues of
national significance for public
debate through circulating the
draft bills.

3. Parliament must be run by
both treasury and the opposi-
tion, while government must be
run by the majority party. A
number of measures in these

of these are: a) Distribute the
important parliamentary posi-
tions among the treasury and
opposition; b) Some parlia-
mentary dele%ation when going

e

as a regional power with its growing military strength will be
further consolidated by the outcome of the parliamentary elections.
i The changes in Iran seem'real. |

RANIANS, especially young

Iranians, voted for change in

the last parliamentary elec-
tions. No politicians, even
those in Iran who think they get
their authority from God, could
fail to see the quiet passion of
the people who crowded around
the ballot boxes during the elec-
tions. Their faith was In
democracy. At least 30 million
voted, more than 75 per cent of
the electorate. Since President
Mohammed Khatami came to
office on May, 1997, a date ev-
ery Iranian remembers, he

— Or eVver.

The results of the parlia-
mentary polls indicated that
the reformists under the leader-
ship of President Khatami won

by A S M Nurunnabi

Iran. President Clinton's hopes
for a new “constructive partner-
ship” with Iran announced
lately, can work only if the
spirit of the polls becomes the
policy of the government

Reformers in Iran, as in
most other countries, have
large ambitions but seek to
achieve them slowly and care-
fully, by working within the
existing system. "We don't look
at the Parliament as if it's going
to solve all the problems in one
night,” said Mohammed Reza
Khatami, the Presidents

the polls. Khatami and other re-
formers in Parliament intend
to push for more freedom of ex-
pression, a policy that has
served them well in the last

accounts for more than 85 per
cent ol exports

Under the constitution, Iran
has a dual system of govern-
ment. The President has lim-
ited powers while the supreme
spiritual leader Avatullah Ali
Khamenei is vested with enor-
mous powers of the state. The
Parliament controls the ap
pointment of Ministers of the
government. The conservative
elements so far used their con-
trol of the army and security
forces, judiciary and many de-
cision-making councils to

changed circumstances, Presi-
dent Khatami's strategy has
been to light his opponents
within the constitutional
framework. Therefore, he held

said "the cosmetic treatment of Pub-  ayoid confrontation, and allow is not going to work without abroad, may be led by compe- | : date for cl The elec- ears Now W - | Yer

. R ' AR, . P a mandate for change. . three years. Now they want 1o for the first time municipal
the system has thrown us again l];gl:tird mug;ltfogsmglstlgéingaa%h the political contenders to face qualitative change in our polit- tent opposition members. tion results ousted hard-liners jjperate not only magazines elections in the country lm
into 3h P‘éﬁtiﬂalfﬂbﬁ'ﬁﬁ — this of its rl?-'aj up to a point wherg the electorate soon the term of ical culture, starting with the Independence of Govern- | from control of the 290-seat 5,4 newspapers. but television which the reformists largely
time holding of all elections Vi B AR A TF wauld 1k 10 office can be reduced to a fixed parties themselves. A lot of sug- ment -owned News Media: News | Parliament or Majlis for the ;nd radio too. They also intend won. Now that the reformists

under the supervisions of the

drive out its rival from the po-

three years instead of the pre-

gestions came forward. Some of

media in a democracy plays a

first time since the 1979 Is-

to change the election laws,

have gained majority in Par-

mr;ﬁ*\;gﬁ:’gﬂ’gﬁ:ﬂm hmud litical arena.” He further said, 5“3';1]: f:‘l"e years. Thiﬁbl Wg] help the important ones are : very important role havinﬁ a Iamic' rm'r::-hvnlﬂn brought the hich currently limit official  ljament, it may be easy for
LRl h s areaur?:l‘;c' oy avon TR ARl D Tosel make the system stable, besides number of overlapping but dis- | clergy to power. campaigning to one week and President Khatami to push

essarily wasting time and en-

ergy on political disputes. Our y date of election should be fixed. list must be submitted to the zens make intelligent decisions | doms are guaranteed. In fact, acv we need independent kgt ‘ | N
real problems and challenges 5:{;5, “hi‘:t? “‘3;‘” P:“ tlhe oﬁpo- This will allow every party to Election Commission and be about public policy. Citizens | their fum,-gis very much up for ﬁfg:fﬁf“g;ﬁ like partiLﬁ el E:L‘:l'[‘{f{;"",_[_'_1_‘:_”*“I‘I.‘”}-‘::;‘i“;ﬁ:i‘.lg
lie elsewhere. The incidence of f] by ;" “;" eree Pru fpt plan their campaign and pre- available as public document. Fok anlvhibed Bcanrate Bufalto.| grabst There 15 .HOWever, a  syndicAtes, “said Mohammad.' | Subnorters have s clehs saafoe |
poverty in Bangladesh 1Is still 511:eet5 “d?f:.lm eBa ;E.l-e (t}n hef vent political manipulation of 2. Party must have regular unbiased information. They | strong feeling that, desperate as  Reza Khatami. ;n.i Ifw hav.nol belohle b b
among the highest in the . == " o S er?ntl:} dates. meetings. must have access to diverse | many lranians are for change, The reformers have a foreign  much more than he has been
world"....... He further said that ble & T l;t?]ﬂumf & Ef Making the Role of Speaker 3. Party must have annual opinions. The second function | they were also afraid it would p5)icy agenda too. President  doing so far., since b Tl
it is within our means to make ?r? lems < di Efu SRS ud Neutral: 1. One of the con- general meetings and the pro- of the media is to serve as | come too fast and, like an over- Khatami pursued politices Supreme Leader and the reli-
Bangladesh poverty-free, if we '™ mferatntc;e, i :;:'" h tentious fissues is the role of the ceedings must be submitted to  watchdog over government and | heated engine, the country  zymed at peaceful co-existence gious Council Guardians can
could achieve high equitable g?na{mllil '5:} amc';?g e prin-  Speaker in the Parliament. it is the Election Commission. other powerful institutions in | would blow. Nobody who lived  jth the West; his brother veto Parliatient's laws: ot -
economic growth in an unin- oo St LU e ?]E%Ed that he is not perform- 4. Party must elect all its of-  the society. As such, an inde- | through the years of suffering (hinks the new Parliament It. however. seems obvions
ng

terrupted way for the next 10-
15 years. But for that, "we need
the right kind of environment
and preparations. Confronted
with such enormous problems
but also endowed with possibil-
ities, why in our national poli-
tics, are we moving towards

to politics in Bangladesh is
now a decade old. The very {s-

Once again attempts are be-
ing made to redefine democracy
in the form of a number of pro-
posals by a section of intelli-
gentsia to overcome the present
political impasse. In a recent
discussion meeting held by
Fair Election Monitoring Al-

obliterating the demand for

mid term elections. Even the

1is job fmpartially or in a
manner which can create con-
fidence among the opposition
that, his functioning does not
seem partisan. His role as cus-
todian of the Parliament is ex-
pected to hold all the members
of the parlament in such a

1. Party must have a list of
its subscribing members. That

ficials whose terms should not
be more than two years.

5. There must be a minimum
of two candidates for every
party executive position up for
election

6. Party leadership
(president) should not be al-

tinctive functions. One is to in-
form and educate, to help citi-

pendent authority (for example
BBC in London) should run the
TV, and an independent au-
thority should run the
Bangladesh Radio.

Women's Participation in
the Legislative Process: We

Whatever the people of Iran
may want, none of their free-

and conflict that followed the
overthrow of the Shah wanted
to go through that kind of vio-
lent upheaval again.

Though the reformists have
gained their victory, it might
not be assumed that ultracon-
servative clerics who have dom-

discourage political parties. "We
think if we want to implant

should support them. About re-
lations with the US., Reza
Khatami said, "Even il we do
not resume diplomatic rela-
tions we can reduce animosity.
Of course, this is part of the pro-
cess of restoring relations”

His brother promoted many

through his reforms. There are,
however, misgivings in some

that Khatami's agenda of re-
forms will be welcomed by the
international community. lran
is known to be a strategically
important country with much
potential for further elevating
its position in the comity of na-
tions. The reformists’ win

must ensure effective participa-
self-annihilation? liance (FEMA). varlous sugges- manner that there is a working lowed more than two terms. tion of women in the L“"' mak- | inated the Islamic revolution 4f the US-Iran cultural ex- should change the country's
Several problems that we tions were put forward by sev- parllament doing its business 7. Party must have accounts  ing process. The present system | would be overturned. Led by Ay-  changes of the past two years image and help create the nec-
P eral eminent persons and lead- effectively. 2. The Speaker will of its receipts and expenditures, of 30 reserved seats also is con- | atollah Ali Khamenei, offi- that have slightly warmed rela-  essary conditions for Iran to in-

encounter today are due to lack
of commitment of the political
parties
democracy. The civil society
now is again forced to ask : Is
this going to be a failed state?
We need to continue our journey

Sodn f d 1 litical reform. | have only tried automatically get elected to the people with diverse opinion ment to 64 representing 64 dis- | their hands. The risk of vio- medical equipment from Amer- Arab Mo narchiee A
dn e ?lh o emo;::‘ia?y i?mt to organise them under few next parllament if willing. within the party are thrown out tricts of the country, and hold- | lence-of chaos-lurks just be- jca. "We have prepared the Sheikhdoms will be less depen-
emand from the politicians 0 proad” heads for the benefit of Political very easily. |

end the impasse and get on the
road to soclal and economic
development,

to basic norms of

ers of several civil society or-
ganisations. | shall list a few
important ones for other citi-
zens who were not present on
that day, with an intention to

stimulate their thoughts for po-

the readers.
The proposals are as follows:
To avoid electoral malprac-

resign from party position as
soon as he is elected to the posi-
tion of Speaker. 3. Speaker will
not attend any political func-
tions of the party he belongs
to. 4. The current speaker will

Party Reform:
Without reform within the po-
litical parties we cannot bulild
proper institutions of democ-

and those must be available for
public scrutiny, and public ac-
counting firms must audit these
accounts.

8. Party leader's authority
should not be so much so that

There may be political par-
ties allowed to function that do

not follow the above formula,

trary to democratic practice
and gives undue advantage to
the majority party. Therefore
the following should be done:
Increase the number of reserved
seats for women in the parlia-

ing direct elections to these
sealts.,

The writer is Secretary Gen-
eral, FEMA

cially the "Supreme Leader”, the
unltraconservatives may not
have the numbers of popular
supporters they once had. but
they have still the guns, the
courts and the secret police in

neath the political surface. In
the opinion of Washington, the
stability of the entire Middle

J East depends on stability in

tions between the two countries;
wrestlers. film makers and
football players have fmw back
and forth. Iran is also inter-
ested in buying agricultural
products, pharmaceuticals and

ground for investment in the oil
industry.” said Reza Khatami.
This is an important ground
indeed in a country where oil

teract even with its enemies.
such as the US. The Gulf Arab
countries will perhaps see that
a "radical” Iran is being re-
moved from its frontiers. There
is a view in some quarters that

dent on the US as they will lose |

their fear of Teheran's export-
ing "Islamic revolution” in the
Middle Eastern countries.

Garfield
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I CAN STAND
THIS CLOSE

James Bond
BY WA [LLMING
DRAWDEG BY HORAX

DEAD AWEAD! Tg

STAY CLOSE 10
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!

MAVE A LOOK! 4
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THEY CAME FROM
THE DIRECTION OF
PAROS AT TWENTY
KNOTS ... ONCE TUERY
WERE ON OUR PORT

BOW, THEY LOST way A gL 2
AND HOVE 10" friarer
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EITHER
THEY'RE HAVING
ENGINE TROUBLE,
JAMES - OR THIS
COULD Bk TROUMLE
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